


ybL No. 1 



Coimcil Proceedings 

Official Report 

Bengal Le) nl 

Thirty-first Session, 1929 

4th, 7th, 8th, 11th to 13th February, 1929 



CALCUTTA 

Bengal Secretariat Book Depot 
*1929 



Published by the Beilgel Secrdtisrhit «Book Depot, 

Writers* Buildings, Calcutta. 

Aj^ents in India. 

Mewriv. S. K. LahiH (f Co,, Printers and Booksellers, 0>Hese Street, Calcutta, 
McMrs. Thacker. Spink & Co., Calcutta. 


CusUMDart in the United Kingdom and the Continent of Europe 
may obtain publicationa either direct from the Hifth Commisaioner's office 
or through any bookaeller. 



QOVillNIiENT OP iENQAL. 


GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 

Hit Excellency Colonel the Uight Hoirble Sir Fiamis SrAftlilf 
Jacxsok, r.c., o.c.i.s. 


MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Au CHAVDaiTEi, Kh|« 
Bahadur, c.i.k., of Dhanbari« in chai^ of tha iollowi^g portf 
folios : — 

1. Emigration. 

2. Immigration. 

.3. Jurisdiction. 

4. Haj Pilgrimage. 

5. Forests. 

6. Irrigation. 

The Hoii'ble Mr. A. N. .Molierly, (M.K.. in charge of th# 

following |H>rt folios ; — 

1. Appointment. 

2. Political, e.xclu(ling Haj Pilgrimage. 

3. Police. 

4. EcTlesiastical. 

5. Regulation of medical and other professional qualiflcatioat 

and standards, subject to legislation by the Indtaa 
I^egislature. 

(i. Judicial. 

The Hon^ble Mr. A. Mabr, c.i.k., i.c.s., in charge of the following 
portfolios : — 

1. Finance. 

2. iSeparate Revenue. 

•3. Commerce and Industrial subjects. 

4. Marine. 

5. European Education. 
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GOYEETIMENT OF VESQAt. 


The Hon'ble Sir Fhovash Chikdek Khter, kt., c.i.e., in charge of 
the following portfolios: — 

1. Land Revenue. 

2. Jjaud Acquisition. 

3. Excluded Areas. 

4. Jails. 

6. Ijegislafive. 


MINISTERS. 

The Hon’hle Nawal Mushakhcf Hosain, Khan Bahadur, in charge 
of the following portfolios: — 

1. Education (excluding European Education). 

2. Excise, 

3. Registration. 

The Hoii’ble Uujn HiirrKMm.\ N tu_\YAN Simi., Ikhadur, of Noehipur, 
in charge of the following poHfoIios : - - 

1. J^Mul SeIf*(Tov ei niiieiit . 

2. Agriculture ainl Industries (excluding Excise). 

3. Public Works. 



OOTEBNMENT OF BEKOAL. ft 

fJfcINCyiPAL OFFICEBS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 
OOUNCn.. 

Peesioaivt. 

Tlie Han’ble Baja Manhatha Nath Bat Crauohvbj, of Santoth. 

Deputy pRESinEWT. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Emadudoui Abmid» l.t. 


Panal of Chairmon for tha Thirty*flrtt taaalon. 

1. Maharaja Shashi Kanta Achabjya Chaudhuei, of Mokta- 

gacha, MymeiiRingh. 

2. Dr. Sir Dkva I’rosad Sarbai>hikari, kt., i .i.e., c.b.b. 
Mr. W. L. Trwkrs, ( .i.k., o.h.k. 

4. Mr. M. Ashraf Ar.i Khan rHAunHUEi. 


Socratary to the Council — ,1. Hartley, i.c.s. 

Anaatant Secretaries to the Council — A. M. HuTcmaoii and K. H« 
Majuhoae. 


Beiriitrar to the Council — J. W. McKay. 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 


ALPHAIETICAL LIST OF MIMIERt. 

A 

AoWjya ekamdhuri. UalMuaja SliMhi Kaata, of MnktaKiioha, Mymoa* 
aingh. (Dacca Univorsity.) 

Afial, Maulvi Syeci Maliainuii. [Bakargjuij West (EubamtiuMka).] 
Ahamad, Maulvi Asiuiuddin. (Tipjiera South (Muhaniinadaa).] 
Ahaiuad^ Maiilvi Kasiruddin. [Raagpur West (Muiuuu-aiadaa).] 
*Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi EinaduddiTi. [Rajshahi South 
(llubaiumadaa). j 

Ali, Maulvi Syed Nausher, [Tessore South (Muhammadan). | 

Ali, Mr. Altaf. [Bogra (Muhaamiadan).] 

Atiqullah, Mr. Syed Muhammad. fMymetisiugh East (Muhoiuma* 
dan).] 


■ 

Bagchi, Bahu Romes (’haiidra. fMiilda (Non*Muhammadan). ] 

Baksh» Maulvi Kader, b.i.. [Dinajpur (Muhammadan). | 

Banerjea, Dr. Pramathanath. fCalcutta East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Banerjee, Bahu Promotha Nath. [Midiiapore South (Non -Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Banerjee, Mr. A. C. f Calcutta South Central (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bannerjee, Babu Jitendralal, [Birbhum (Non-Muhaiiirnadan).] 

Basu, Babu Sasi Sekhar. [24-Parganiui Uurnl South (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Basu, Mr, P. C. [Biirdwan South (N<m-Muhaiiimadaii). ] 

Basu, Mr. Sarat C. [Burdwan North (Non-Muhammadan), j 
Biswas, Babu Surendra Noth. [Faridpur South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Blair, Mr. J. K. (Nominated Officutl.) 

Bose, Babu Bejoy Krishna. fCalcutta South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Bose, Mr. S. €. (Calcutta University.) 

Bose, Mr. Suhhas Chandra. fCalcutta North (Non-Muhanunadnn).} 

0 

Cassells, Mr. A. (Nominated ttfficial.) 

Chifaralnifitj, Bnba Jatindm Nath. [guAgpur East (Nan-MnhnBiwMH 
dan).] 
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Chakravarti, Babu Jogindra Chandra. [Dinajpur (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Chakravarti, Mr. Byomke*. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 

Chatterjee, Sri jut Bi jay Kumar. [Bankura West (Non-Muharama- 
dan).] 

Cfaandhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Hahzar Rahman. (Nominated 
Non-official.) ' 

Chaudhnri, Maulvi Nurul Huq. [Noakhali East (Muhammadan).] 

Chnudhuri, Hai Harendranath. [24-PBrgana8 Rural North (NonJ 
Mtihaminadan).] 

Chandhuri, tha Hon^ble Nawah Bahadur S^iyid Nawab Ali, Khan 
Bahadur, c.i.k,, of Dhanbari. (Member, Executive Council.) 

Choudhury, Maulvi (tolam Mawla. (Faridpur South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Choudhury. Maulvi Khorshed Alum. fBakarganj North (Muhammn- 
dan).] 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. (Nonii unfed Non-official.) 

D 

l)ns (Juptu, Dr. M. fCalcuttu (Vntiiil (Non-Muhamnuidan).] 

Da»h, Mr. A. ,1. (Notuiuafed Official.) 

Dattn, Bobu Akhil Chandiu. (Tippeia (Non-Mulminmndan). ] 

Datta, Babu Aroulyo Chandra, fllooghlv Mun(i|.iil <NoM.Muhnmma- 
dan).] 

Diuiiniioiid, Mr. .1. O. (Nomiiuifcd fmirial.) 

Duff. Babu Siiral Kumar. fBakarjranj North ( Non-Muhammndan). ] 

E 

Eddin, Mr. A. Mcl). (Bengal ChainWr of Coiiimeife.) 


F 

FarcKiui, Khan Bahadur K. (J. M. lTip,>era North (Muhammadan).] 
howster, Mr. J. Cainpbell. (Presidenry and Burdwan (European).] 
kyfe, Mr. .1. H. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 


C 

Canguly, Babu Khagendra Nath. (Howrah Municipal (Non-Muham. 

madan).] 

Ghoee, Babu Amarendm Nath. [Mymensingh West (Non-Muhamma. 
dan).] 
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Mr. M. C. (Kominated Oilcial.) 

OlMNdi Maalik, Mr* Satyendra Chandra. [Nnakhali (Noi)*’Mulintitina«' 
dan).] 

(iKftanavi, Alhadji Sir Ahdelkerim, kt. [Mynw»nsitt»fh South-Waaki 
(Mubaniuiadan) . ] 

Gilchrist, Mr. R. N. (Nomimited tiftirialj 

Goenka, Rai Bahadur Badridas, c.i.e. (Bcnpal Mnrwaii Association,) 
Gofran, Maulvi Abdul. [Xoakhali West iMubammadnn). ] 

Gordon, Mr. A. 1). {Indian Tea Association.) 

Guha, Mr. P. N. (Nominated Non-official.) 

(lUpta, Mr. Jojfesh Chandra. [Dacca (’ity (Noii-M\ibtuumadan). ] 


H 

Habibulla, Nnwab Khwoja. [Dacca City (Muhammadan).] 

Haque, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azisni. [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 
Biimatsingrska, Babu Pi*abhu Doyal. fCalcutta AVest (Non-.Muhammiw 
dan). ] 

Mr. G. P. (Nominated ftfficial.) 

Hopkyns, Mr. W. S., (m.f., o.ii.k. (Nominated Official.) 

Hof|ue, Kazi Kindadul. [Rangpur East (Muhammadan).] 

Ilosain. the Hon'ble Nnwab Musharruf. Khan Bahadur. (Minister.) 

[Malda cum Jaljiaiguri (Muhammadan).] 

Husain. Maulvi Latnfnt. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Husain, Khan Bahadur Maulvi .Syed Ma(|bul. [Chittag<mg NortK 
i Muhammadan). ] 

Hmj. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Kkramul. f Murshidalwid (Muhamma* 
dan). ] 

Hm|, Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul, [Dacca East Rural (Muhammadan)] 


I 

Ismail, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muhammad. [Mymensingh (Vntml 
(Muhaipmadan).] 


d 

Jenkins, Dr. W. A. (Nominated Itfficial.) 


K 


Karim, Maulvi Abtlul. [Burdwan Di vition ^>uth (Muhamiiiiidaii).| 
Kaaem, Maulri Abul. [Bnrdwan Dtrtaion North (Mnhammadaii).} 
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Khan, Bal>ii Debendra lial. [MIdiiapore Hortk (Hioii-MuiUiiiiilifi<i«A)4 
Eban, Khan Sabib MaulTi Mnacimn All. [Pail^ (MidllimKadi»VI 
Ehan, Maulvi Tamixuddin. [Faridpur North (MabaminadaB).] 

Shan, Mr. Raaaiir Babman. [Dacca East Rural <Midia«smda«)ul 
Khan Cbaudhurif Mr. M. Ashmf Aii. [Rajsbabi Norik (Mtubattiiiia* 
dan).] 


L 

Laird, Mr. It. B. (Beii^ul Chantber of Coiiinierc'C.) 
Lala, Babu 8aroda Kripu. (Cbiitafrong Landholders.) 
Lamb. Mr. T. (Indiiin Jute Mills Assmiation.) 


M 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. (Aligb>>Indiati.) 

Haiti, Babu Mabendra Nath. [Midnapore »South>£Bst (Non-MubaiBe 
niadati).] 

Harr, the llon’ble Mr. A., c'.i.k. (Member, Executive CouAcIl.) 

Martin, Mr. O. 8. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Macuindur, Rai Bahadur Jadunath, c.i.e. [.Tessore North (Non- 
Muhaniiua<ian). ] 

McCluHkie, Mr. E. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Hitter, Uai Bahadur Maniuatha Nath. (Presidetirv Landholders.) 

Mitter, the Hon’ble Sir Provu»h Chundei, ki., < .i.k. (Member, 
Executive Council.) 

Moherly, the Hoii’ble Mr. N., c.i.k. (Meml>er, Exe(>utive Council.) 

Moitru, Srijut Jogendra Nath. fBogra cum Pabnn (Non-Mubamma« 
dan). 1 

Mukerjea, Srijut Taruknath. [llcrnghly Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Mukerji, Mr. S. C. (Noiiiiiiated Non-official.) 


M 

Nandy, Maharaj Kumar Sris Chandra. [Murshidabad (Non-Mubam* 
madan). ] 

Nasker, Babu Hem Chandra. [24-Parganas Rural Central (Non* 
Muhammadan).] 

Naaimuddtn, Mr. Khwoja, r.i.K. [Bakarganj South (Mubanmiadra).} 


0 

Ordiab, Mr. J. £. [Dacca and CbitlagiMig (European).] 
Onfuaikil, Mr. K. C. [Burdmn and Preeidency (EuropeanK] 
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II 


F 

M ClMHidliiin, Mr. Ranjit. [Nadia (Kon-lfukiiiiimadan). j 
Philip, Mr. J. Y. (Ben^l Chamber trf C^mtaieree.) 
Phiipet,. Mr. H. C. V. (Nonuawled Oftcial.) 

Pod^r, Mr. Aimida MoIm. (Bengal Mahajam Sabhii.) 
Prentice, Mr. W. D. H., r.i.i. (Nominated ffeHicial.^ 


Rahim, Sir Abd-ur, k.('.s.i. [Calcutta North (Muhaiitmadan). | 
Rahman, Maulvi Aziaur. [ Myiiiensingh North-West (Mohanunadnn.)] 
Rahman, Maulvi Shamsur. [Khulna (Muhamiiuidati). | 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdui. [24-Pargann8 Rural (Muhauiiuadan).] 
Raikat, Mr. Prasanna (Deb. [Talpaiguri (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Rauf, Maulvi Syed Al)dur. [JesHore North (Miihammadun).] 

Ray, Bahu Nagendra Narayan. [Rangpur West (Non-Muhamniadan). ] 
Ray, Babu Swrendra Nath. [24-Parganas Municipal South (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar. (Faridpur North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray, Maharaja Jogindra Nath, of Nator. (Rajshahi laindlioldera.) 
Ray, Srijut Radha Gobinda. [Bankura East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K, C. (Nominated Non-official.) 

•Ray Chaudhuri, the Hon’hle Raja Manmatha Nath, of Santoah. 
(Dacca landholders.) 

Rose. Mr. G. F. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

Roy, Bahu Manmatha Nath. [Howrah Rural (Non- Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. [24-Parganas Municipal North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. Bijoy Praaad Singh. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Roy, Mr. D. N., Bar.-at-T^w. fJessore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. [Dacca Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy Chondhuri, Uai Bahadur Satyendra Nath. [Bakarganj South 
(Non-Muhaminadan). ] 


Sanyal, Babu Sachindra Narayan. [Rajshahi (Non -Muhammadan).] 
Sarbadhtkari, Dr. Sir Deva Prosad, kt., cm.k., c.».k. (Nominated 
Non-officiai.) 

Sarkar, Babu Naiiniranjan. [Mymaniingh East (Non-Muhamma- 
dan).] 


Pmndeiit of the Beagtl Legidativt Gouocil. 
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Sarker, Bai Sahib Rebati Mohan. ^Nominated Non-official.) 

Sattar, Khan Sahib Abdua. [Chittagong South (Muhammadan).] 
Sattar, Mr. Abdool Raeak Hajee Abdool. [Hooghlv cum Howrah 
Municipal (Muhammadan).] 

^n, Mr. Satiah Chandra (Bengal National Chamber of Commeroa.) 
Sen, Snjut Nagendra Nafh. [Khulna (Non-Muhammadan).] 

^n Gupta, Mr. J. M. [Chittagong (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Shah, Mr. Gholam Hoaaain. [24-Parganaa Municipal (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

8inhn, the Hon'ble Itaju Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan, of Naahipur. 

(MiniMter.) (Burdwan I jtind holders. ) 

Solaiman, Maulvi Muhamiriad. fBarrackpore Municipal (Muhamma* 
dan).] 

Stapleton, Mr. H.E. (^Nominated Official.) 

Suhrawardy, Mr. 11. S. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).] 


T 

'^»c. .\li..ioMJencial (Jodficv, M.n., k.ii..s.. i.m.v. (Nominated dfficiaj.) 
ThoniaH, Mr. II. W. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

Thonip^^on. Mr. W. H. (Ben^fal (1iiiii)l>ei .if 

rravers. Mr. W. L., t.i.k., o.h.k. fBaishahi ^European).] 


W 


Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. [Piesidency and Bindwaii i£uro)>ean). ) 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS* 

(Oflteial Rtport of Uit Tliirty-llrtt ttiiion,) 

VolmiM XXXI--N 0 . 1. 

Rroowdifigt of the Rangiil Logitlotivo Counoli ■tiomblid imte tlM 
proviilofis of tNo Coi f owi m o w t of liHlio Aot. 

Thi: CoiNciL met in the Council Chumbei in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 4th February, 193, at 8 p.m. 


ProMfit: 

The Hon’ble the President (Huja Man math a Nath Hav Chaudhuri, 
of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Ilon’ble Members of the Executive 
Council, the two FTnn’ble Ministern, and 94 noiuinuted and elected 
members. 


Oath or Afflmiation. 

• The following: members made an oath <ir aftirmution of their alle- 
giance to the Crown . — 

Mr. W. 1). It. Phk,vjtck, cm.e., 

Major-General Godfrey T\te, m.b., k.h.s,, i.m.h. 

Mr. H. C. V. PiULiNiT, i.r.s. 

Mr. J. G. Dhthmond, i.< .s. 

Mr. H. N. GiM'iiRisi. 

Dr. W. A, Jenkins. 

Itai Manmatha Nath Muter Bahadur. 

Mr. It. B. 

Mr. W. H. Tmomfson. 

Mr. J. Y. Phii.ii*. 

Mr. G. K. Bosk. 

Mr. T. I 4 AUB. 
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OBITUAST B£FElt£NC£». 


[4xb ¥m. 


llbMW af His M«iss^ tht KiwfrEiwpii ar . 

Mr. raESIBlHTi Oentlemen of the Council : At this moment 
when we a«H«inble once more, 1 cannot forbear from mentioning a 
iiiutter which haa in the interval since we la»t met filled our thoughts 
and thoMe of luillioiis of our lellow Hubje<;is througihent the Empire. 
For nearly three months the illness of His Majesty the King-Emperor 
has ('Hst u Hha<iow of anxiety ovm' all of us. Happily that anxiety 
is now lessening, with the advent of the reassuring news that Hia 
Majesty’s health is steadily though slowly improving. 1 am voicingt 
I am >ime, the fiiwrt intents of the Rcmse w’ihen I say that it is our 
very earnest |irayer that he may seon he completely iNMiloiwd to health; 
and I projKise on l>ehalf of the House to transmit this expression of our 
e^’inpnthy for flis Ma.iesty in his illness, and <»f our heaitlelt wishes 
for his sjHwdy recovery. 


OMuary rtfaruiiott. 

I have another duty to perforin, and it is a melancholy one. In 
the interval which has elapsed since last we met reports have been 
received of the death of five gentlemen who hud been at one time or 
another ineinliei N of the Bengal I.iegislative Council — the Hon ’hie 
Mr. S. 11. Duff, Khan Bahadur Maulvj AVasimuddin Ahmed, 
Mr. W. T. Spink, Mr. R. H. Child and Mr. (’. A. Wilkins. 

Mr. S. R. Das, wh<» was a iiieml>er of this Council from l!f21 to 
1928, died in Octolier last. Be was the sou «»f the late Durga Mohan 
Dus, a well known religions reformer of his time. His sound know- 
ledge of law won Satish Umiiau adiiiirat ion iroin all ^des and be 
filled the |K>sition of Standing (’ounsel, ijovernment of India, 
Advoinite-Generul , Bengal, and Titiw Meinliei of the (iovernment of 
India with conspicuous succeH.H. With his death has passed away 
from our midst a great son of Bengal and an Indian of outstanding 
character, rare virtues and striking personality. Those who knew him 
intimately will hear testimony to his at>solute selfiessnees, real spirit 
of service, deep-seated patriotism and unostentatious charities which 
enabled him to leave Whiiid his earthly caieer, as a legacy to his 
country men, a clean re<'ord of valuable senices. T dare say posterity 
will gate on it with a^mder and admiration. Speaking of his selfiess- 
ness, I may simply observe that it is known to his friend and foe 
alike that he never had any attraction for the lime-light. It is also 
known to them that he dedicated his life to and spent himself in the 
service of his country and countrymen. That all his aetions, tkrough- 
nut his eventful life, were characterised by a fearlessness which could 
only emanate from true patriotism will he readily admitteii by all. As 
for his charities it is a widely known truth that for him money had 
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liiwAjr My fiitiiiiitie \aliie. Wh really \hmi more lor oUmrs tbaa ior 
yiWietf. I lia^e made a imasingr refereiH-e to ilia foe, %ili in rotlity 
\m iad lew personal enemtea — lie himaell was o alamieli Iriond witi 
a loving personality. It k natural tliai both tbe .Govornineiit and 
ilm tonnirj’ aw* ixwrer bfV' the loss of (meh a man. The glowing lidbulee 
wbicb wem jioid to his nieiiuiry by His £xc>elleiuy the Viiieroy go to 
proire, in a remarkable manner, the esteem in whit h the deoonaed 
statesman was held by the State. Whereas the striking eK|>reatiions 
of praise, regiet and sympathy which p<mred in fiom all sides of the 
oountry, when he was no more, should leave no doubt in onybody*# 
mind that India was proud of him and cherishes his memory as an 
example of great value, to draw others towards I'ourage, enterprise and 
self-sacrifice. His fidelity to truth, devotion to duty, his strict loyalty 
and steadfast adherence to the ideals, whioh bad the approval of his 
conscience, ore really worthy of imitation. 

Khun Bohmlur Maulvi Wasimuddin Ahmed I'epresented the l^abna 
< Muhammadan) constituency of the Bengal Ijegislative Council during 
1921-28. All the mwnbers present, who were also members of the 'first 
(\>nnciJ under the i-efornied c(uistitution, will m'oHe<‘t what keen 
interest the late Khan Bahadui t<H»k in all the affairs of the Council. 
He was long connected s^ith the district board of Pabna first as its 
luember and afterwards as Chairman. He ti'ok a very lively interest 
in the <*o-o|>erative nioveiuent in this presidency and did much for its 
development. The late Khun Bahadur was above rommunol ]Hirtiality 
and was l>eloved of the Hindus and Muhamiuadaus alike. 

Mr, W. T. Spink, of the firm of Messrs. Thacker, Spink d Co., 
died in lioiidoii in tt(>tol)er last. He was a member of the Bengal 
I.**'gislative ('ouncil in 19tHi and HfilT. Ife resided in Calcutta for n 
long time aiitl tr»ok an active interent in the public affairs of the city. 
He served as Master (»f the ('ulcutta Trades Assiaiution and as a 
('ommissioner in the (Calcutta Port Trust. 

Mr. H. H. ('hild, of Messrs, H. Steele d Co., died in bis prime 
in Ijondon in l)e<'eml)er last. Mr. Child was a member of thli Council 
fi^oin the Bengal Chamber of Coiiiniei^e (>onstitu«noy during the years 
1920 and also for a short period at the lieginning of 1927. He waa 
u leading man in the jute ex|)ort trade of this pmvinae, and wa§ 
President of the Calcutta Jute Balers' Association. 

Death has also Utken away another ex-oflScer of the Bengal (loveni- 
luent and member of the Bengal Ijtgislaiive Council uiuier the old 
constitution. Mr. C. W. Wilkins was a member of this Couiieil in 
the years 1894 aiwl 1895. He served under this Government and was 
elevated to the Bench of the Calcutta Court. 

We have also to record the death which m*< urred veiy* recently 
of Mr. Jogendra Nath Mukberji, who was n member of this Council 
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item 1905 to 1907. He was also a member of the Indian Legislative 
AssemUy during 19^1-23. An erudite scholar, a sound lawyer and a 
cultured Indian gentleman, Bengal will mourn his loss. 

With your permission, gentlemen, I propose to cmivey the sympathy 
of this Council to the families of the deceased. I now request you, 
gentlemen, to show your resjMH*t to their memory by kindly rising in 
your places. 

(All the members then rose in their places.) 

Mr. PRCilOCNT: Thank you, gentlemen. The Secretary will 
please take the usual steps. 


Rantl of Choirmoii. 

Mr. PRItlOCNT: In a<M‘<u‘dnm’e with the provisions of Rule 3 
of the Bengal Legislative (Vmiicil Rules, 1920, I nominate the follow- 
ing members of Uie (Vuiticil to form u panel of four Chairmen for 
the ensuing session : — 

(1) Maharaja Sn\.sHi Ka.nti A<iiiRJV.v Chu nui Ki, of Muktagachu, 
Myinensifigh. 

<2) Dr, Sir Dkva Phosad Sahjiadhik \ki, kt., t .i.k., c.n.i:. 

<3) Mr. W. L. Tmavkr.s, c.i.k., o.r.k. 

(4) Mr. M. Ashkaf Am Khan Cn^rniirRi. 

Unless otherwise arranged, the nenior nieml)er aiinmg them [)resent 
in the alM>ve order named will preside over the deliberatiouh of this 
Council in my al>seme and in the absence of the Deputy President. 


ttarrMi Qtmliofis 

(to wtiloh oral onsuMrt wort givon). 

Look-gMoi at tlio mouths of oortoin khals on tho south Iwnh of 
Lowor Kumar Rivar. 

M. BalHl SURiNORA NATH RItWAt: {a) Is the Hon’ble 
Hemlier in charge of the Dej>artment of Irrigation aware that lock- 
gates are being constructed at the mouths of Amgram, Mustafapur, 
Rajair and Khulia khals on the southern bank of the Lower Kumar F 

(h) I» tho Hon’ble Member aware that the breadth of those gates 
has been designed at 15 feet? 
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(c) It the Hon’Ue Member aware tiiai metoanli]* boat* oanyinf 
cargtm have to pass thrcmgh those hhals? 

(d) Is the fion’bie Member aware that there are many stioh boats 
iirilieh are more than 15 feet widef 

(e) If the answers to (a) (d) are in the affirmative, will the Hon'bla 

Member be (deased to state whether the Government are considering 
^e desirability of staying the construction of the said 15 feet gates 
and of providing for wider gates? 

MEMBiR in ohirga of DEPARTMENT of IRRIGATION (Hit 
NonlHo Nonrah Bafiodig Saljrkl NaivMi All OteouBliMrit Kliiii BiliaEiir« 
of OlMiibari): (a) Yes. 

(5) Yes. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) A census of boais using the khal was taken. No l)oai was 
found to excee<l 13 feet in beam. 

(s) Oovenimeot do not consider such a course necessa^>^ 


Floor of tlio loek-gato at tlm moutli of AiiiM^am Khal. 

«2. Babii SURENORA NATH BIBWAt: (n) Is the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation aware that the floor 
of the lock-gate at the mouth of the Amgram Khal is designed to be 
about 2 feet H inches higher than the lied of the khal? 

ib) Is it not n fact that silt naturally deposits in the bed of a water 
channel if the bed of its mouth is raised to a higher level? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of staying the 
construction of such a high floor for the Amgram gate and of providing 
for a lower floor at least one in the same level with the bed of the kbalf 

The Hen’Me Naenfli Behediir iAIYID NAWAB ALI OHAU- 
OHURI, Khan Bahaflur, of Dhanbari: (a) Yes. 

(5) Not necessarily. 

(c) The question of building the floor at a lower level to pass 
vessels in the dry season without difficulty is under consideration. 

Camtnialiiii if a low ombanlciiiint an tha nartfiorn banli of tha Ml 
roiito hoCwoa n Mflpar mmI iatpar. 

n. BMNf MlHBNimA NATH BttWABs (a) WiU the Hon'Ue 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to stale 
whether a petition had been submitted to him by the inhabitiiats of 
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villagefl in Qie subdivifficm of Gopeiganj lor tlie oonotmetioii 
ol a low embankment on tbe norikem bank of the Bil nmte between 
Jalilpar and SatparP 

(b) In it a fact tbat the Department of Irrigation rejected the afore- 
said petition on the gronnd that the Government would not help the 
affected people in view of the fact that by the opening of the bil route 
several people were benefited? 

(c) Is it a fact that in the said petition petitioners compLuned 
tkai crops of thousands of acres of land become damaged at their early 
stpge and hundreds of acres of land become unfit for cultivation by 
overflow of the w'ater of the bil route into the affected area in Mardb 
evejy year? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether any 
inquiry was made into the mattei referred to in clause (c)? 

(e) Will the Hou’ble Member be pleased to state the nature of 
benefit the public derive from the maintenance of the bil route? 

Tha Hofi^Ma NaMfidi Bahatfiir SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURI. Khan Bahadur, af Dhanbari: (a) Yes. 

(b) The petitioners’ request for an embankment on the western 
side of the bil route was refused on the grounds that conditions in 
the bil area had improved since the route had been excavated, and there 
was no liability on tbe part of Government to make such an 
embankment. 

(c) Yen. 

(d) An inquiry was made. 

(e) The l)enefit of the route is twofold. It serves us the general 
drain for the bil, and as a navigable route to any who wish to use it. 

irijut NAGCNDRA NATH SEN: With reference to the answer to 
question 3 (b) will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether any 
enquiry was made? 

Tlw Nawab Babadur BAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 

OHURI, KIhm Bahadur, of Dhanbari; The member is referred to tbe 
answer in (d). 

Bxoavalion of tfio aita af birth plaoa af Lord Gouranfk 

•4, Mr. RANdIT PAL GHOUDHURII («) Will the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether it is in the contemplation of the Government to take up the 
excavation works of the temple of the birth place of the Great Prophet 
Lord Goiiranga at Frachin-Mayapur in the town of Kabadwip? 
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(6) I« the Hcm’ble Hember aware that the ezoaTatioii and dia* 
0 grei 7 of the temple ef the l^h {dace of Lord Oeoranfa ia a matter 
of great i^igioua oonoem to the Hindus in genml? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the birth place of Lord 
Gouranga has been fixed at Char Nidaya, a vast field, bearing tauti 
Ho. 2894 (khas mahal) in the district of Nadia? 

(d) Is it a fact that the said temple was erected and ‘ established 
at the Urth place of Lord Qouranga by late Hewan Ganga Gobind 
Singh of Kandi fame in 1791 and merged in the Bhagirathi in the year 
1821 (territcmal aristocracy of Bengal, the Kandi Family, Calcutta 
review, 1846)? 

(e) Is it a &ot that the late l>ewan dedicated his valued Bugwan 
Pargana as “ Debattor property for “ seva ** juid ujtkeep of the 
temide, etc.? 

(/) Will the Hon’ble Member lie {detised to state whether the 
Government have got any record of such Debattor”? 

(p) If the answer to (/) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether the Government are considering Uie 
desirability of making an inquiry' into the matter? 

MEMBER in oliarga of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (Itio Hon'INo 
Mr. A. N. Moborly); (a) The decision as to where excavations are to 
be undertaken rests with the Archseological Department of the Govern- 
ment of India. As for as the Government of Bengal are aware, the 
excavation of the site mentioned is not nnder contemplation. 

(6) Government hove no information on this {mint. 

(e) No. 

(d) and (e) Government have no information on the point. 

(/) No. 

(p) No. 

Hakrctm ItMliiv to AdMIomt Oourt, HmmtK 

BNNi KHACENORA NATH OANQULYl (a) With refer- 
ence Uf the replies given to my starred and unstorred queetions 
Noe. LXXXIT and 81 at the meetings of the Bengal Legielative 
Council held on the 1st March, 1926 and 2fith August, 1927, respective- 
ly, will the Hon’ble Member in charge of tbe Judicial Department 
be pleased to state tbe reaaons wby a new suitable staireaee hat not 
been constructed by removing tbe old one ibongb administrative 
approval to tbe project was accorded long ago? 
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(b) 1 b the flou'ble Member aware that the mambere of tlie local 
bar drew the attention of seTeral Diatrict Judgea and also of the 
Hon’ble Mr. Jnetioe Cammiade to tbe inconTenienoes and troablee 
arising from tkis steep staircase leading to tbe Court of the Additional 
District Judge of Howrah y 

(c) Will the Hon*ble Member be pleased to state whether he is 
in a position to make a definite statement even now as to when the 
work will "be actually taken up? 

MIMtlR in oUnrga of dUOICIAL DEPARTMENT (Die 
Mr. Ai Nt MoRorly) i (o), (b) and (c) In view of a proposal now under 

consideration for the construction of a new civil court building at 
Howrah, which will accommodate the Additional Judge’s court as well, 
Government do not at present propose to reconstruct the staircase in 
the present building. 

Rabu KHAQENORA NATH GANGULY: Will the Hon’ble 
Meml)er be pleased to state when the proposal is likely to materialise P 

Tlia Hon^M# Mfi A« N« MOBERLY: I submit, Sir, this is a matter 
of opinion. 

Babu KHAGENORA NATH GANGULY: 1 want to ask the 

Huirhle Meiiilier the upproxiinate time by which this building is likely 
to be constructed? 

Tha Hon^bla Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: 1 submit, Sir, that this is the 
same (luestion in another form. 

Villaga Hanith Organisation. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi 8YED MAQBUL HUSAIN: (ai Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge fd the DejmHment of Ijocal Self-Govern- 
ment (Public Health) Ik* pleased to state the number of Sanitary Ins- 
pectors depulod by Government to each of the districts of Xoakhali, 
Tippera and Chittagong? 

(h) Is it in the contemplation of the Government to put each 
thana in charge of a Sanitary Inspector? 

(c) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state wbeiber tbe 
Government have given up tbe scheme of village health organisation? 

(d) What were the annual grants for the scheme in 1927 and 
1928? 

(e) la it a fact that the Government once contemplated to make a 
grant of Rs. 12 lakhs per annum for village health organiaaiton? 
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ti 


lililItTill to ftovfi tf OiPAIITMiMT tf LOOAI. titr. 
CMIVillllifiliT (HltLIC HiALTH) (Hit ItoieMt RlO* 

NiMViR itolii Mitokir, tf NMlil|Mir)t (a) Noakhiai U, Tii^>ei« U 
aii4 Chittagong 8. 

(6) Yes. 

(r) No. 

if!) 1927-28 R». 8 lakhs and 1928-29 R«. (J lakhs. 

{e) Ooverninent propose to go on with the scheme until every 
thana in the rural areas of Hengal is provided with a staff under the 
rural public health organisation. The ultimate cost is likely to be 
betw€»eii Rs. 11 and 12 lakhs a year. 

KImhi Bgliadttr Maiiivi SYEO MAQBUL HUtAINs Will the 
Hon’ble Minister la* pleased to state why the number of Sanitary 
Insjiectoi-s is so small 

The Hofi^bki Raja iHUPENDRA NARAYAN iINHA ialiidiir, 

tf Naellipiir: Because (|Utilified Iiis|>ectors are not available at the 
present moment. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi EYED MAQBUL HUSAIN; With reference 
to answer (d) will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleaM*d to state when 
Government is going to put through the s<'lieiue of village health 
organisation 

Tha Htn’Mt Raja BHUPENORA NARAYAN SINHA BahadUft 
tf NashifNir: The w heme is likely to be taken up in 1980-31. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Sanitary* Insjiectors were advertised for? 

Thi Htn’bit Raja BHUPENORA NARAYAN tlNHA Bahadur, 
tf Naihipur: 1 want notice of this question. 

Mtaqulto turlatot far fulftntra to malarltua dialritlt. 

n. BfQlit TARAKNATN MUKIRdlAs (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political (Jails) Department be pleased to 
state — 

(ft the number of priiwiners now in the Hooghly Jail, and the 
Serampore and Arambagh sub*jails; 

<ii) the number of them that are suffering from malaria att4 
enlarged spleen, and 

(fwl the number of them that are supplied with mosquito curtains? 
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(h) Are the Goremmeiit eoiifideriiig the deembility of empp^ring 
moequito curtaioB to ell piiecmerB in the melarioue dietrieteP 

(r) If the antwer to (b) ia in the negatire, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state what other steps are in the contemplation 
of Government to prevent and protect the prisoners from being bitten 
by infected mosquitoes? 

MEMBER in ohargft of POLITICAL (dAILS) DEPARTMENT 
<Uio Hon*blo Sir Provash dumdor Mittor): (a) (i) On the 17th January, 
1929, there were 263, 22 and 11 prisoners in the Hooghly Jail and 
Serampore and Arambagh sub- jails respectively. 

(it) Hooghly 2, Serampore 2 and Arambagh 3 undertrials admitted 
with enlarged spleen, hut not suffering from fever in the sub-jail. 

(m) Hooghly 2, Serampore nil and Arambagh nil. 

(b) Yes, Government is considering the desirability of extending 
the experiment which was tried at one jail to others situated in the 
more malarious districts, but it would involve considerable recurring 
expenditure. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Baliu KHAQENDRA NATH CANCULY: Will the Hon’ble 

Member be pleased to state the result of the experiment tried in that 
particular jail? 

Tha Hofi'Ma Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTER: No definite 
results can l)e given yet, hut on the whole the reports are favourable. 

BSbu KHACENDRA NATH CANCULY: Will the Hon’ble 

Member be pleased to state facts and figures about the number of 
prisoners suffering from malaria? 

Tha Hofi’IMa Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: It is not pos- 
sible to supply facts and figures as the hon’ble member will perhaps 
realise. 

•rlliit NACENDRA NATH BEN: Will the Hon'ble Member be 
pleased to state whether the jail referred to in answer (6) is the Pabna 
Jail, and when the experiment was tried there? 

Tilt Honnrtt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER s The jail 

referred to is the Pahna Jail. I do not remember the exact date, it 
was tried some time ago. If the hon’ble member wants to have more 
definite information, I Vnnt freeh notice. 
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•ingai Tmnoy (giwanJunt) Aat. 

♦S. Maiilvi TAMIZUODIN KHANs (a) Will the Hoiihle 

Hember m charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleaeed to state whether the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill paued 
at the last session of the Council has received the assent of Their 
Excellencies the Governor of Bengal and the Governor-General? 

(6) If so, when will the Act be published in the Gawtte? 

(c) If the answer to (o) is in the negative, will the Roirble Member 
be pleased to state whether he has any information as to when the 
assent is expected to lie obtained ? 

MEMBER in oharga of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (LAND 
REVENUE) (the Hon'hle Sir Provash Chunder Mittor): (») Yes. 

(b) The Act will be published shortly. 

(c) Does not arise. 


iolioiiie for the eradioation of water-hyaointh. 

^ Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Will the Eooble 

Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state whether any definite scheme for the eradication of 
water-hyacinth is now tinder the ronsideratitHi of Government. 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the uffiimative, will the Hon’blo 
Minister be pleased to slate the scheme? 

(r) If no definite M*heiiie is liefore the Government, a’hat are the 
reasons ? 

MINISTER in oharga of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (tha Hon’hia Raja Bhiipandra Narsyan Slnha Bahadur, 
of Naahifittr): (a) No definite Hi heme for the eradication of m^ater- 
hyacinth is at present nridw the consideration of Government. 

(6) Does not arise. 

ic) No practicable solution, on which agreement cart lie obtained 
or expected, has yet been suggested. 

Mr. JOGiSH CHANDRA OUPTAl Is the Rou ble Miniiter 
oware that in July before last a Conference was held at Dacca in 
which certain solutions were agreed upon? 

Tho Non^la Raja BMUPiNORA NARAYAN BINHA Bahadiir» 
Sf NaNlIpBrf Tee. 
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Mr. ilOCffN CHANOEA QUPTAs It the Han'bla Minister 
aware that water-iiyaciiitii it an ever-increasing menace, and it 
requires tackling P 

TIM HMi’ble Aai« SHUPENOAA NARAYAN tINHA Miadiir, 
if NatMiNirs Yes. 

Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Is the Hon^le Minister 
willing to publish a Bill if brought by any non-official member of 
this House under section 47 dispensing with its introduction? 

Mr. PRESIDENT. 1 disallow that question. 

MiUlvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN. 1>» (Government at all intend to 
do anything? 

The Has’bft Raji BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahatfurp 
of NaaMlHirS Government are anxious to tackle this question, but the 
difficulty is that there is no general agreement, so Government are 
unable to proceed with the matter. 

Rai dADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: Will the Hoirhle 
Minister l>e pleased to state how long this water-hyacinth question 
has been pending before Government ? 

Tha Han'bla Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN BINHA Bahadur, 
af NashiiNir • For many years. 

Rai dADUNATH MAZUMDAR Bahadur: Are the Government 
prepared to take up the question at all? 

Tha Han^Ma Ra|a BHUPENDRA NARAYAN BINHA Bahadur, 
at Nashl|Nir: 1 think I have already answered that question. 

Mr. dOCEBH CHANDRA CUPTA: Is the Hon^le Minister 
aware that his pre<lecessor in office said that he would welcome a BiU 
on the subject? 

Tha Haa’Mi Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN BINMA Bahadur, 
at Naihipurt Yes. 

Mr. dOCEBH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Uininier 
be pleased to state whether hit policy is the same as that of hia 
predet'essor? 
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Sri|Ul NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Uon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state what further action has been taken by Government 
since the Conference of July, 1927 P 

Tlii Honmie Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN tlNHA Bahadur, 
of hlasfcipair : No action has been taken on the ground already stated. 

Mra Pa Na CUHAl Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to stata 
what is the fate of the re|)ort of Mr. £ali})odo Mitra, who was deputed 
for this work? 

Tha Hofi’blo Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN BINHA Bahadur, 
of Nashipur: I want further notice. 

Mr, P, Na CUHA: Will the Hon'ble Minister Iw pleased to state 
if any exjieriinents were made with regard to the efficacy of Griffith’s 
spray ? 

Tho Nofi'hio Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN BINHA Bahadur, 
of NaMfiur: Yes, to some extent. 

3-30 p.m. 

Baku MANMATHA NATH ROY I Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state w’hether this is uii instance of how the Government 
carries on its duties of trusteeship for the welfare of Bengal P 

Mra PREBiDENTs That question does not arise; 1 do not allow it. 

Mra dOGEBH CHANDRA OUPTAt Will the Hon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to state whether in the administration of the Department of 
Agriculture there is any other question which is more serious both to^ 
the Government and to the agriculturists of Bengal than thisP 

Mra PRSBIDENTf I do not allow that question also. It is a 
matter of opinion. 

Dra KUMUD BANKAR RAYt Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the experts who advised the Oovemment gat# 
up the case as a hopeless onef 
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nm Hofi’M ItajA BHUPfUraA NABAYAN fINMA BMnr, 
if Nathlplir: No, it haa not been given up ae hopeless. We welcomi 
any Huggefltions from non-official members. * 


Trantfin aiNl pottingt of tuporior ofltoars of tiio PiMio Works 
Dopartmont ml stationiffig of Mr. T. Ciiortloii in Oaloiitta. 

*10. Or. KUMUD OANKAR RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Department of Public Works be pleased to 
state what are the rules or the established practice regulating trans- 
fers and postings of superior officers of the Public Works Departmentf 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the usual 
3 years’ rule applies to the case of Executive Engineers? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be jdeased to state what is the limit of time they are kept 
at one station? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how long 
Mr. T. Cuerden, Executive Engineer, has been stationed in Calcutta? 

(a) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there 
has been any departure from the onlinary rule or practice in his case? 

(/) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(ff) Is it a fact that Mr. Cuerden was the officer responsible for 
the Birjitollah affair? 

MINISTER in oliargt of DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC WORKS 
<tlio Hon’blo Raji Bhuponitra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, of NaMpur): 

(a) Transfers and jmstings are made according to the exigencies of the 
public service. 

(h) Di>e8 not arise. 

(r) There is no time-limit, but efforts are made to avoid the undue 
retention of an officer in one place. 

(d) Nearly six years, excluding the period spent by the officer on 
leave. 

(e) None. 

(/) Does not arise. 

No. 
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Unttimd QufUioiit 

(mamn to whtoli «vtrt lakl mi tht tobto). 

Suits for Mm poMSOtion, 

1. Msuivi KASIRUODIN AHAMAD: Will the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleaded to lay on the table a 
statement for the Presidency of Bengal showing, district by district, 
for the last ten years — 

(t) the number of suits instituted by the landlords for kbaa 
possession owing to the transfer of entire occupancy holdings; 
and 

(ii) the number of such suits that {a) succeeded, and (6) failed? 

The Hofl*blo Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: The amount of labour involved 
in compiling the information would In* very great and the value of 
the information would not justify its exj>enditure. 

Babu JITEMORALAL BANNERdEE: On a point of order, Sir. 

When a question has l)een allowetl by the Hon’ble President,- is it 
open to any Hon’ble Meml)er to refuse to answer that question as the 
Hon’ble Member here has practically done? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: To which question do you refer? 

Babu dlTENDRALAL BANNERdEE: I refer to unsiarred 
<)uestion No. 1. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 am afiaid there is no rule which gives ma 
power to compel a Member of Government to answer a question; but 
although it is not possible for me to interfere, I think I should say 
that it is desirable that questions should be answered whenever it ia 
poeaiUe. 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdlEl May 1 inquire under what 
Buies or Standing Orders or of Rules of BusineM or of the Govern* 
ment of India Act, these stereotyped replies are given; and under 
what rules Government can refuse to give us information? So far 
as the right of interpellation is concerned, it is guaranteed to uf by 
the Government of India Act that questions put should be answered, 
and no Member of Government is justified in trying to evade to 
answer them. 
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TIm Hon’Mt Mr. A. N« MOSERLYs Ob a paint of penonai 

explanatian. I should be veij pleased indeed to explain to the 
Hon’ble the President why Government consider that the amount of 
labour will be very great, and I need hardly say that I should cheer- 
fully accept any ruling you may give on the subject. 

Millivi AEUL KAEEM: On a point of order, Sir. As regards 
the point that there is no ruling under which you can compel an 
Hon’ble Member of Government to answer a particular question, I 
submit that as the President of the House you have every authority 
to compel any Hon’ble Member to answer any question which you 
have admitted. If a question were such that it would require a 
good deal of labour and expense it is for you to decide whether that 
question should l>e answered or not, and it is not for the Government 
to say so and to refuse* to answer it. 

Mr. PRitIDENT: I do not retract from what I have already 
said W'ause there is really no rule which gives me power to compel 
a Meml)er of Government to answer a question. But I am really at 
a loss to make out why this question should api>ear in to-tlay’s paper: 
If it really involved a great amount of lalmiir to answer it, I think 
it should have been answered later on. 

Elbu dITENDRALAL EANMERdEEs May I suggest one thing 
as a possible solution of the difficulty? The Hon'ble Member has 
just expressed his desire to abide by your ruling. Might not the 
question lie referml to the HonTile Member again so that after such 
research and investigation as he likes to make, he may supply us 
with the information? We are not ve^-y jiarticular about time; this 
may lie answered a month hence. 

Mr. PREtlOENT: I have no obje<’tion to that. 

Tlli NOfl’Mi Mr. A. N. MOEERLYs May I submit, Sir, it ia 
not a question of time; it is ti question of labour, and if you would 
give me an opportunity of explaining what the difficulties are, I 
shall be glad to take it. 

The question is that a statement should be laid on the table show- 
ing district by district for the last ten years the number of suite 
instituted by landlords for khas possession owing to the transfer of 
entire occupancy holdings. In order to obtain this information it 
would be necessary to have registers for the last ten years in every 
munslfs court in Bengal examined, and a certain clans of caaea 
picked out. It is quite possible that the information would not be 
available from the registers witbout an examination of the recorda 
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of ^ earn themselves. Whet the value of the mults of tuoh 
eiamioation would be I am not quite certain; but the amount of 
labour involved would be immense » and it would probably be coeily 
to obtain it. 

Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: On a i)oint of cNrder, Sir. 
Apart from the merits of the reply, is it not proper for Government, 
if the president has allowed a question and if they find there is any 
difficulty about it, to inform the President instead of sending a 
reply which amounts to a refusal to answer the question? 

The Hon>1ila Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I am quite prepared to 
follow that course in future. 

Brijut NACENDRA NATH BEN: On a i>oint of information. 
With reference to this question was any inquiry made at the time the 
Bengal Tenancy Act was under amendment? 

Mr. PREBIDENT: You cannot put any supplementary question 
because the original question has not been answered. In regard to 
the jK)int of order raised, I rule that in future the President shall 
be informed when an Hon'ble Membear of Government finds it 
impossible to answer an admitted question, or is in a |K>sitio!V to 
prove that practically it is an abuse (d the right of questioning. I 
think that ought to satisfy the House. 

Mr. dOCEBH CHANDRA CUPTA: I expect that the reply will 
W laid before the House. 

Baby dlTENDRALAL BANNERdEE: The reply should be 
communicated to the memlier who jisked the question. 

Mr. PREBIDENT : You may leave that to the diw'retion of the 
President. 


FMwniiwi ^ Mwrgwii tmi fmrUpm, .MtsHl pMitiM aciiMt 
imiiiMbtfa. 

2. BNNi BURENDRA NATH BiBWABi (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) 
be pleased to state whether he is aware that a petition was fubmitted 
to the Government in May last signed by a number of fishermea of 
tbe districts of Faridpur and Bakarganj complaining against the 
oppressions of the lamindarsf 
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(b) If 90 , what 8tap8 have been taken to redreM their grievanoeaP 

(e) If no steps have been taken, will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether Government are eonsidenng the deeirability 
of taking any action in the matter P 

Tlie HofiHHt tir PROVAtH CHUNDER MITTERs (a) No. 

(6) and (c) Does not arise. 

Mittlei ABUL KAtEiiS Has the Hon’ble Member in charge of 
the Department of Revenue made inquiries in his office as to whether 
a petition was received? If not, has he made inquiries to get the 
information P 

The Hon’Me Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: It waa 

answered in the negative after inquiry. 

MaiNvi ABUL KASEM: Am I to understand that no petition waa 
submitted to Government? 

The Hofl’Mi Sir PROVAtH CHUNDER MITTERs I have 

nothing to add to the answer. The draft answer was submitted by 
office and after inquiry the answer was in the negative. 


Mhnltteriil and manial attahliahmant undar tha Govammant af 

Bangal. 


t. Mauivi NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: Will the Handle 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(t) the proportion of non-ministerial officers in the various estab> 
lishments under the Government as detailed in the Civil 
Budget Estimate held by each of the following clasees and 
tha amount and proportion of salaries, allowanoes and 
other i^munerations received by each class during the 
ftnanoial year 1927-28 or the latest complete year lor which 
the figures are availaUe: — 

(а) Hindus belonging to the Brahmins, Baidyas, and 

Kayasthas ; 

(б) Hindus belonging to Brahmo and Arya Samaj^ 

(c) Hindus belonging to other castes; 

(d) Moelems; and 

(e) others (excluding the Europeans and Anglo-Indians); 



QUESTIONS. SI 

(tt) the proporti(Mi a£ minkteriel offiom (clerki) ia the Tirioae 
estaUishments under the Qovenunent m detailed in the 
Ciyil Budget Estimate held by each of the following claases 
and the amount and proporUon of salaries, allowanoes and 
other remunerations received by each class during the 
financial year 1927-28 or the latest comjdete year for 
which the figures are available:-^ 

(a) Hindus belonging to the Brahmins, Baidyas, Kayasthas;. 

(b) Hindus belonging to Brahmo and Arya Samaj; 

(c) Hindus belonging to other castes; 

(d) Moslems; 

(e) others (excluding the Europeans and Anglo-Indians) ^ 

and 


(tii) the proportion of servants in the various establishments under 
the Government as detailed in the Civil Budget Estimate 
held by each of the following classes and the amount of 
salaries, allowances and other l■«nlunemtions received by 
each class during the financial year 1927-28 or the latest 
complete year for which the figure** are available: — 

(a) Hindus Wlonging to the Brahmins, Baidyas and 
Kayasthas ; 

(fj) Hindus belonging to the Brahmo and Arya Samaj; 

(r) Moslems; and 

(d) others (excluding the Europeans and Anglo-Indians)? 

MEMBER in ofeargs of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (ttio 

Hon’blo Mr. A. N. MoNrly): The collection of the required informa- 
tion would entail so much time, labour and expense that Government 
are not prepared to undertake the task. 


iMprovomtnt of Burt too i aiNl Miiiiii l»y tfio OMoiitU I w yo o woB t 

TriMt 

4. MiHlvi NURUL HUQ GHAUDNURIl WiU the HonUo 

Minister in charge of the Department of Local Self-Oovemment bo 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing-- 

(i) the total amount of revenue of the Calcutta Impfxyvomolit 
Trust in each of the years from 1911 to 1928 both iiudafiTo; 
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(m) tlie amoant and proportion of nrreniie ipoat by tho IVast for 
the improvement of bnstees and the ooiiii^nction of model 
husteee (or dweiling-houees for working dam population) 
in each of the years from 1911 to 1928, both indasiye, and 
(ut) the total area of bustees and slums cleared by the Trust since 
its creation and the number of bustee population (if not 
exactly at least approximately) displaced by the operation 
of the Trust since its creation? 


The Hofi’ble Hail iHUPINORA NARAYAN SINHA Bahailiir, 
alt Nftilllplirs (t) A statement is laid on the table. 

(u) A statement showing the amount 8i>ent by the Trust on re- 
housing schemes for the working class population is laid on the table. 

The cost of other improvements carried out in bustees comprised 
in improvement schemes is included in the cost of those schemes. 
Separate figures are not available. 

(tit) The information is not available. 


St-aiement referred to in the reply to clause (i) of unstarred question 
No. 4 showing the revenue receipts of the Ccdcutta Improvement 
Trust, 


The i-evonue receipts of the Trust were as follows; — 
Year. Its. 


1912* 

... 1,50,000 

1912-13 

... 21,01,271 

1913-14 

... 26,99,965 

1914-15 

... 25,50,383 

1915-16 

... 28, 51, 3^32 

1916-17 

... 29,82,637 

1917-18 

. . 27,28,582 

1918-19 

34,45,321 

1919-20 

... 39,95,650 

1920-21 

... 42,80,326 

1921-22 

... 35,66,560 

1922-23 

... 39,95,729 

1923-24 

... 42,45,857 

1924-25 

... 43,79,323 

19252^ 

... 45,66,123 

1926227 

... 47,24,253 

192T-2S 

.. 48,80,276 


*Tlie OskiiHa IttptovNMat Act came into force oa Sad Jaiiiuurv 1919. 
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Stlrnmint refemd ie im the reply to clmue (ii) of MMtaned gueetion 
No. 4 thowinff the amount spent by the Calcutta Improvement 
TfUft on rohounnff tehemts. 


Year, 

Total 

Rs. 

1912 


1912-13 

58,016 

I9ia-i4 

... 1.61.6G!> 

1914-15 

24,161 

1915-16 

1.010 

1916-17 


1917-18 


1918-19 


1919-20 


1920-21 

... 2,39,871 

1921-22 

2,91,591 

1922-23 

25,537 

1923-24 

4(i0 

1924-25 

2,304 

1925-26 

462 

1926-27 

417 

1927-28 

2T3 


Total ... 8,05,771 


Hiw liili. 

S. WMilvi NURUL MUQ CHAyOHUIIIS Will Hon bln 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Imlustriee 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(t) the total estimate<i produce of raw jute in each of the years 
1914 to 1924 both inclusive; 

(tV*) the fluctuation of the retail price per maund of raw jute 
(that is the price at which the cultivators had to sell) 
from month to month in each of the aforesaid years; and 
{idt) the average net profit per cent, on the capital invested in 
jMrincipal jute mills oi Bengal (that is of a representative 
mill as called by the economtste) in each of the afoiwsaid 
jears^ 
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TIm Raja SHURCNDRA NARAYAN tillMA RalMiriart 

01 Naihipur: (t) A stateiKiezit is laid on the table. 

(ii) This information is not readily available, and the time and 
labour involved in the compilation of the fi^ires would not be cmn* 
mensuiate with their value. 

(ill) Government have no oiticial information on this point, but 
the* results of the working of the leading jute manufacturing com- 
panies ai-e published regularly in the press, to which the member is 
referred. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (i) of unstarred question 
No. 5 showing the yield, of jute in Bengal (excluding Cooch Behar) 
during the years 1914 to 1924. 


Year. 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 


Yield (bales of 400 lbs,). 
... 9,308,000 
0,506,100 
... 7,429,900 

... 7,854,000 
... 6,348,800 
.. 7,567,800 
. . 5,247,000 
. . 3,595,000 
... 4,746,000 
... 7,46.3,000 
... 7,166,000 


•ub-Daputy Magtstrata of Sandiiflp. 

t. Mr. SATYENDRA CHANDRA CHOSH MAULIKs (a) Will 
the Hon^ble Meralw in charge of the Apiwintinent Department l>e 
pleased to state— 

(*) whether the Bub-Deputy Magistrate of Sandwip once recently 
publicly stated in his court “ There will be no conviction 
in any police case in my court;*’ and 

(ii) wl^ther in the following Crown cases not only the accused 
were acquitted, but severe strictures were passed on tho 
poliee officers : — 

(1) Nishi Kanta Dey rs. Abdul Qani Serang disposed on 
29th July 1927; 
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(2) Jo(^udr» Kumar San m. Ohidullali diMMMed on 23rd 

April 1928; and 

(3) NaffMwar Das vt. Abdul Majid* 

(6) If the answer io (a) is in the afBrmatire, will the Hon’bla 
' Member be pleased to state what step, if any. the Government propose 
to take in the matter? 

TN HM'bto Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: «,) (,j Xo. 

(u) The accused were acquitted and certain adverse remarks were 
passed by the Mapstrate about the police. The District Mafristrata 
has examined the records of the cases referred to and reports that 
thi* remarkfi were justified. 

(6) Does aot arise. 


Timing of ttoomor sarviot botwoon Chittagong and Bariial. 

7. Mr. SATYENDRA CHANDRA CHOSH MAULIKt (a) Is 

the Hon’hle Member in rharpre of the Marine l)e|>artinent aware that 
owinjr to a change of the time table from the 1st Aufrust last in the 
Meamer service between ('hittajfonjr and Barisal, the mail and 
passengers from l>e 3 ond Chittagong have to W detaininl for 22 hours 
at Chittagong y* 

(h) Is the (Government aware that the change has involved con- 
siderahle hardship to the jjeople of the islands of Sandw'ip and HatiyaP 

(c) If the answers to (o) and (h) are in the affirmative, will the 
Hon ’hie MemWr be pleased to state what steps, if any, the (lovem- 
ment propose to take in the matter? 

MEMBER in ohargi of MARINE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon%lo 
Mr. A. Marr). (n) and (h) The change in the timing which caused 
the delay of 22 hours was due to the shoaling of the channels between 
the islands of Hatiya and Sandwip. Owing to the danger of TesiieU 
grounding on these shoals at night during the monsoon, the llivent 
J^team Navigation Company were forced to arrange an earlier departure 
from Chittagong to ensure a day-light passage over the dangerous 
area. The old timing was reverted to from the 16th December. 

(r) Does not arise. 

Narnm M fMrmit giving tvkIinM Mvrt thv Bimon C o mmlmin . 

i. iMw AMARENDRA NATH GHOBEl Is the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department aware of the names of the 
gentlemen who have been summoned to give, or have given, evidence 
or submitted memoranda before the Simon Commission from Bengal f 
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Tlli Mf« A» li« ilOilillLYS Apart fitwi iKe mformation 

given in newnpaperH, the Hon’ble Member bae received no informa> 
tion of the namee of gentlemen who have been summoned to give or 
have given evidence or submitted memoranda before the Commissicm, 
other than those of official witnesses. 


•antragMhi-BiftMpiir Chml Praltel of Railwajf. 

A. triJiH TARAKNATH MUKERdAA: Will the Hon*ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Public Works (Railways) be pleased 
to state^ — 

(i) what further pivigiesH has been made to give effect the pro- 
ject of the Suntragachi-Bistoopur ('hord line of the Bengal- 
Nugpur Railway which had been sanctioned long ago; and 
(u) when the work is expetrted to be taken up in handP 

MAURER in elwi«i #f OiFARTMEIIT of PUBLIC WORKS 
(RAILWAYf) <llie Mr. A. Mcrr): li) The project has not 

yet been sanctioned. The (piestiou of the progress made with it there- 
fore does not arise. 

(if) Further consideration of the proje<d has l»een deferred, and it 
is not known nheii it is likely to la* taken up again. 


iaoratarias of Bangal ieoralaritt OopartmoiiU. 

10. Mr. A. F. RAHMAN: Wilt the Hon'ble Member in charge of 
the Api>ointment Depart iiient l>e pleased to state — 

(f) the present scale of pay of each Secretary of the Bengal 
Se(‘retariat Depart inents ; 

(h) the reasons of differentiation, if any, in the scale J* 

Tlw Hon*M« Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (t) Statement laid on the 
table, 

(fV) The only cases of differentiation are those of the Chief Secretary 
to Government, the Secretary to Goveniment in the Judicial Depart- 
ment, and the Se<'retary to Government in the Tiegislative Department. 

The pay of the Chief Secretary to Government correepondB with 
that of the Chief Secretaries to Government in the Presidencies of 
Madras and B<mibay, and k higher than that of the other Secretaries 
to Gbvernment,^ in view of his status and responsibilities. 

The Tudida] Secretary to Government (who is also the Legal 
Bemembitiacer) revives the name pay as other Seeretoriee to 
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Ovveniment (the Chief Secretar>' and Secretary to Government in the 
iigielative Department excepted), provided that when he ie in the 
selection grade of District and Sessions Judges or is acting in it he 
receives the pay of the selection grade. This provision is necessai^. 
^at Government may have a free hand in the choice of the best 
officers for the post and may not be debarred from utilising the 
services of a suitaWe officer owing to the fact that he is in the selec- 
tion grade. 

The post of Secretary to Government in the liegiHlntive l)e)>art. 
ment and Secretary to the Bengal legislative (Vuncil is filled by an 
officer of the Judicial Branch of the Indian Civil Service. He receivea 
his grade pay in the Hujierior titne«84*ule of the Indian (^ivil Service, 
subject to a nuixiniuiu of Hs. 2,500 per uieneem, including ovenMiai 
pay pfti^ Rs. 200 s(>ecial pay as <0111 pen sat ion for the high cost of 
living in Calcutta plm Rs. 150 as {lersoiinl pay in lieu of the judicial 
pay which he would otherwise draw as a District and Sessitnis Judge. 
In view of jmssihle future developments, the jwist has not yet l>eeii 
included in the regular cadre of Secietaries to Government, and 
hence the pay has not lieen ussiniilnted to that of the Secretarien, 
other than the (^hief Secretary and the Judicial Seeretary. 


Statement referred t/) in the reply to ehvse (i) of ximtarfed (fuention 
No, JO showituj the pay of the Sevretorien to th^ (Joveni-m^t of 
Bengal. 

1. Chief Secretary to the fiovernment <»f Bengal Pay Hs. 3,750. 

2. Secretary to the Government ot Bengal, Finance, Commerca 
and Marine Departnients Pay Rs. 2,750, 

3. Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Revenue and 
Irrigaiion Departments- Pay Rs. 2,760. 

4. Secretary to the Governiuent of Bengal, I^nhI Self44ovmi» 
ment Department — Pay Rs. 2,760. 

5. Secretary' to the Government of Bengal. Agriculture and 
Industries Department and Public Works Department -Pay Hs. 2,760. 

6. »Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Education Depart- 
ment — Pay Rs. 2,760. 

7. Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Judicial Defiartment — 
Pay Rs. 2,760 or Rs. 3,000 if he acts in the selection grade of Judges. 

8. Secretary to the Government of Bengal in the Tjegislaiive 
Bepartment and flecretary to Oovemroent in the liegislative Council*^ 
Draws pay on the superior time-scale subject to a maximum ol 
Hu. 2,500, incfuding overseas pay, plu$ Rs. 200 as special pay plmM 
ptraonal pay of Rs. 150. 
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AlalfNir Klial. 

11« Mftuivi SHAIi9UR*RAHMAN S (a) Will the Hoii’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state the 
pre^^ent stage of the scheme for the excavation of the Alaipur Khal in 
Khulna? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state why ^o money 
was provided for this year for taking up the excavation work although 
the Hon^ble Member was pleased to state during the last budget dis- 
cussion that provision would l>e made for the same? 

The Hon'ble Newab Behadur BAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU* 
OiHURI, KhM BehMliir, ef Dhatlbari: (a) The scheme is ready and 
awaits funds. 

(b) The meiiil>er is referred to my budget speech at the Man'h 
session of the Bengal Tjegislative ("ouncil, 1928, in which it was stated 
that owing to finant ial stringency it was not possible to provide funds 
for the work. 


Bxpefiditiire for irrigstion in Dintlinir, «ial|Miigiiri and Rangpur 
dittriolf. 

12. Mauivi KABIRUDDIN AHAMAD: (o) Will the HonTde Mem- 
ber in charge of the Department of Irrigation Ite pleased to state the 
amount of money s{)ent during the last ten years for irrigation purposes 
ill each of the districts of li^ingpur, Dinnjpur and Jalpaiguri? 

(b) If tho answer to (ft) is in the negative, will the Hou'hle Member 
be jdeaseil to state why no money has l)een sj^ent? 

Tho Hon'blo Niwab Baiiadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI OHAU« 
DHURIf Khan BahaduTf of Dhanbari: (o) No money has l^u spent 
in the districts named. 

(b) Owing to paucity of staff in the Irrigation Depai*tment. 


•oniority of minittorial oflloors. 

IS. Kali BItOADUL HOQUE: ia) WiU the Hon'ble Member in 
charge of the Department of Finance he pleased to state whether the 
detention of a ministerial officer in the efficiency her under a deal* 
order to the effi^t is a discpialification for seniority to other miniaterial 
officers on the same grade pay in an office but crossing the efficiency bar 
before? 
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(h) la it a feict tliat under circumatances oi transfer or on consider- 
ation of the actual amount of \my on transfer or otherwise, a ministerial 
ofloer in whose case the question of crossing the efficiency bar does 
not technically or formally arise in a deimrtment, is senior to those 
on the same grade of |uiy who cross the efficiency Imr after his joining 
the department? 

(c) Is it a fact that the length of Government service is oalculated 
from the date of first confirmation in the j^ermanent Government 
employment? 

MEMBER in ohtrgn of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (tho Hon’blo 
Mr^ A. Marr): (n), (/>) and (r) Reference is invited to the answer 
given in August, 1927, to starred question No. 9, where the general 
principles relating to seniority in serviee wei*e stated. 

Balui dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: On u point of order. Sir. 
May I submit for your consideration that the answer then given by 
the Hon’ble Meinlier is quite different from the question now put. 
He has referred to certain general principles, and I want to know 
how does he apply those general principles, which he has laid down 
in the answer in paiii<’ulur cases. He has not answered that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think it is not permissible tinder the rules 
to allow a member to criticise the reply given to u question, at the 
time of interpellation, but if he finds that an answer is unsatisfactory 
the only course left open to him is to put supplementary questions 
and elicit informations relevant to the main ({uestioo. 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Sir, in the particular cases 
that course is not left open to me as the Hon’ble Meml)er’s answer is 
not to the point. You will find that what has been asked is some- 
thing about a particular question but the answer only enunciates general 
principles. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 have already given iiiy ruling that you can- 
not at this stage criticise an answer given to a question and I do not 
agree with you when you say that in the [present case your remedy 
does not lie in supplementary questions. 

BNby dITENDRALAL BANNSRdSiS Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state how does he pro|)Ose to apply these general 
principles in particular cases? 

Tilt HMl*Mt Mr. A. MARRs As far as 1 see the whole question is 
hypothetical, and, therefore, my reply was that general principltf 
are laid down for such hypothetical cases. If Mr, Bannerjee can give 
me a partkiilar case, 1 shall certainly kNdc into it. 
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DiitrM ChttilMaH Ctirlu 

14. SriJlH TARAKNATH MUKER4EA: (a) WiU ihe Hon’ble 
M«nil>er in charf^e of the DepaHnient of Revenue be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that under rule 143 of the Union Board Manual, 
Vcdume II, there shall l)e in every district office a clerk in charge of 
all correspondence in that department and the clerk should be called 
Bistrict Ohaukidari Clerk? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state whether (Government contemplates making the 
post a higher graded one? 

rue Hon’bto tir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERs (a) Tee. 

(b) No. 


R^^xotvaUon of Iht Saraiwati and Kana Nadi. 

IS. iHJttt TARAKNATH MUKERdEA: (a) Will the Hon Hie 

Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to state 
what further stejw have been t4ikeii for the re-excavation of the Sams- 
wati river and Eaua Nadi in the districts of Hooghly and Howrah? 

(6) How much numey has l>een allotted this year (1928-29) for 
the re-excavation of each of these two rivers? 

Tha HonlMa NmMdi Baiiadiir 8AIYID NAWAB Atl BHAU* 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur, af Dhanbari: (o) A rough scheme for improv- 
ing the northern ]>oHion of the Saraswati and the lower reaches of 
^e Kana Nadi has becm prepared but has l)een referred laick for fuller 
details. 

(h) No money has been allotted this year. 


TN ithinl (Rural) Primary Eduaalian Bill. 

MINItriS in ohtfg* .( OCPARTMiNT e iOUCATiON (Um 
Hon*M« Numb Mintewruf HMiin, Khan Bahadur)! I was asked by 
this House to present the I'eport of the Select Committee appointed 
for the ccuisideration of the Primaiy^ Education Bill by the 1st of 
Decern lier, 1928. There was no session of the Council before to-day 
and for various other reasons, which are known to almost all th# 
members of this House, we could not inish the deliheratione of the 
Meet Committee before the 25th of last month. We hope that befenre 
the end ol this session we will be aide to submit our report on the 
Bill, and it will be fhken into consideration afterwards. 



l||] EXCESS OBANT. 41 

3-# p.m. 

R^Srt «f tiM Swsid Lagitlatiw CMwiittM wi MMis AMMmts e* 
AnwoiMiatiM AooMmto tw 1tM>X7. 

Tht HM>Me Mr. A. MARS: I brf( h) pi-eiient the re[M)rt of the 
Bengal Legislative Coniiuittee on PuWic AccountM on the Appropria* 
tion Accounts for the year 1926-27. 

Bibci MANMATHA NATH ROY* May I rise to a [joint of order. 
Sir? May I know if a discussion can take plate on the report at this 
stage? 

Mr# PRCSIOCNT: Hitherto the practice in this Council bus been 
simply to present the reiMirt and take it um accepted by the (VnmciL 
But if 1 am to give my [>ersonH! opinion on the subjet't, I must say 
that the House should l>e given an opportunity to tlistuss the report. 
In the present case, 1 will give Mr. Hoy, and for the matter of that 
any meml>er, an opjmrt unity to discuss the report when Mr. UoyV 
amendment is moved and also in the course of the Budget dis<'ussion. 

Mf* JOCE8H OHANDRA GUPTA S In that t'ase — if no discussion 
is allowed on the rejxirt — would it not Ije better to send this r«|HJrt‘ 
by jjost to the President as has been done with regar<l to the members? 

KrfM MANMATHA NATH RGYt There is one amendment with 
regard to a particular matter in the rejKirt, that I have tabled. Is it 
open to a member when speaking on that amendment or bringing for- 
ward that amendment to refer to other matters arising cmt of the' 
repoH ? 

Mf. PR88IOCNT: When the aukendmeiit of Mr. Munmathu Nath 
Roy is liefore the Houae 1 will allow members to discuss the report 
genemJIy. 


Eioitt Grant. 

dE—ttat i a na r y anP PrMiiii. 

rhi Han’Mi Mr. A. MARR: With your permission, Sir, befom 
1 make this actual demand, 1 should like to repeat what I said laat 
year as regards the procedure about these excess grants. After the 
Budget year is finished, accounts are made up by tbe Accouatant-^ 
Oeneral, and if he finds that any grant in the Budget has been exceeded^ 
he hrinii the feet to the notice el Ciovanuaent and it ti the dnty^ 
eae ol prtadpel dviiea. of the Ooaiittittee on Public Aeeouate In 
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inquire into those excesses and satisfy itself of the causes of the 
excesses before making its report. That report is then laid before 
this Council and the Council is then asked to vote the excess grants. 
In doing so, the Council generally accepts the Committee’s recom- 
mendations. This is the usual procedure and is the procedure in the 
House of Commons also. 

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg 
to move that an excess grant of Its. 1,042 be voted to regularise tbe 
ex|>enditure actually incurred in excess of tbe voted grant in the year 
1926-27 under the major head ** 46 — Stationery and Printing.” 

The explanation al>out this excess will l)e found on page 5 of the pro- 
ceedings of the second meeting of the Public Accounts Committee, 
second paragruph. The excess, it was explained, was not a real 
excess; but it was due to the method of classification of the value of 
the printing work done for the Government of India. The cost of work 
done in 1925-26, amounting to over Rs. 19, (KK), instead of being 
adjusted as deduct expenditure as wjis antn ipated when the Budget was 
framed, was adjuMte<l as a receijd. The Committee, after discussion, 
accepted the explanation contained on pages 171 and 172 of the Appro- 
priation Report and in the further information supplied to it and 
recommended the legislative Council to vote the excess expenditure. 

I may remind the meinlers of the House that 1 went into this 
question of new prcaedure in my speech last year at the time of 
presenting the Budget for 1928-29. This new ])rocedure, if you will 
remetnlwi, is to show the recoveries for certain work done for other 
Governments and l>odies on the revenue side instead of showing 
them, as in previous years, as deduct entries cm the expenditure side. 
This gave rise to certain excess last year and this will probably 
happen again next year. The (\>mmittee on Public Accounts was 
thoroughly satisfic'd with this explanation and recommended that this 
small excess l»e gi*anted. I may mention that the total grant was 
for Its. 17,82,(HX) and the ex|)enditure was Rs. 17,83,942; so there 
was a small exc'ess of a little over Rs. 1,090 only in a budget of 
nearly Hs. 18 lakhs and as I said the excess was due merely to 
accounting. 

iliNi MANMATHA NATH ROY: 1 beg to move Uiai the demand 
for excjeas grant of Rs. 1,042 be reduc^ by Re. 1. 

I sent notii'e of this amendment only to draw the attention of 
the House to what T believe, and many others in this House also 
believe, is a criminal waste of public money amounting to about one 
and a half crores of rujiees. I refer to i>ages 27-28 of tbe report. 
It will appear (rom those pages 

mo Hgn’Mt Mr. A. MARRl On a point of order. Does anan 
4 MII the present motion under bead “ 46 — Stationery and Printing ” ? 
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mini MAMM ATHA math ROY 8 The Freeident^s rulinir w*« that 
it Iroald be open to any member when any amendment ia moTed to 
speak on other questions that may arise out of the report. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: My ruling was that having? regard to the fact 
that the Council should be given an opportunity to discuss the report 
which has been presented by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr, members would 
be allowed to discuss any part of the same while speaking on the 
amendment now l>efoie the House. In accordance with that ruling 
the member is entitled to speak on any point which may arise out of 
the report as a whole. 

Tha Hoit*bla Mr* A* MARR: ruder these ein-umstances 1 have no 
objection. 

Btbu MANMATHA NATH ROY: It appear^ that three dredgers 
were purchased at a cost of about Ks. U crores although we find from 
the repoH that the scheme w’ith regard to one dredger had not matured 
at the time when the ex|>enditure was inc'urred with regard to it, and 
other schemes with regard to the other two dredgers had to he abait- 
doned for lack <>t funds. We do not know' what liap]>ened 
behind tlie scene; we do not know why, although one scheme 
had not matured and the (lovernment knew that the other two schemes 
could not he c arried through for lack of funds, this expenditure to the 
extent of Rs. U crores had been incurred. Can there l)e an instance 
of more glaring and more criminal w'aste of huge amount of public 
money when (iovernnient is not in a jmsition, as the Hoii'hle Minister 
in charge of the Local Self-(h)vernnient Department tells us, to pro- 
vide adecjuate funds recjuired for tlm public health organisations and 
other pressing needs in the villages? It is a matter worth enquiring, 
but not in the slipshod fashion in which the committee has done it, 
in order to find what hupf»ened behind the serene. 

We find that these dredgers have remained idle for a Awy con- 
siderable time and we also find from the report that more than Rs. 9 
lakhs were spent for maintenance of these dredgers. Although the 
Government do not know on what schemes these might he utilised yet 
they are not prepared to dispose of these dredgers. It also appears 
from page 28 that the Government gave an undertaking that at least 
one of the dredgers would he disposed of early. We do not know 
what has happened since then. These are matters which we cannot 
but deplore. 

Tilt Ht i l * i M i Mr* A* MARR: I wcmld just like to make one or 
two remarks about Babu Manmatha Nath Roy's observations. I 
think it is a pity that he did not warn the Irrigation DefNirtanent that 
this question was going to be brought forward. 
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Hft speaks of fin undertaking to diepoee o! one of tke dredgers. 
The Public Accounts Committee gave no such underiakiBg. We only 
made a recommendation and tbat recommendation will be considered 
by Government; the Committee could not give an undertaking to dis* 
pose of one of tbe dredgers. 

Dr. BIOHAN CHANDRA ROY: You are tbe Government, 
Mr. Marr. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: Babu Manmatha Natb Boy also 
spoke of the slipshod manner in which the Committee had dealt with 
the matter. I am rather surprised that none of the members of the 
Committee took exception to that expression. However, I am glad 
that ihe report of the Committee has come under discussion and I 
think it ought to come under disc'ussion in future and that a special 
opportunity should l)e given to disc’uss this report independent of 
any motion for an excess grant. As regards the present motion for an 
excess grant, I would ask Babu Manmatha Nath Roy to withdraw his 
amendment, otherwise we cannot balance our figures. 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: I do not want to press my 
amendment. I wanted simply to raise this question in order to draw 
the attention of the House and the public to what I consider to be a 
public M'andal. 

The motion of Babu Manmatha Nath Hoy was then, h>’ leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 

The following motion was then put and agreed to: — 

“ That an excess grant of Us. 1,(14:^ l>e voted to regularise the 
expenditure a4.^tually incurred in excess of the voted grant in the year 
192b-27 under the major head * 4b Stationery and Printing.* ’* 

[At 4 p.m. the Council was adjourned and it reassembled at 
4-10 p.m.] 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

Fmifin RMlif. 

Tht Hufl*bt« Mr. A. MARR: On the rei*ommendattou of His Excel- 
lency the Governor, I lieg to move that a sum of Rs. 50,001 be granted 
for exjienditure under the bead “ 4il Famine Relief.” 

A meinorapdum bas been circulated to all members of this House 
coataining the particulars of this demand. From that it will be seen 
tbat tbe amount of expen^ture allotted under this head w 
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»lreiMiy. Owing to distreis that oontiniiaB to proTail in 
€or|niii parts of ike Presidency, it will be necessary to incur more 
exp^ditnre and so Rs, 4 lakhs in all are required. The assent of the 
CoQBOil is sought to this suppleineiuary grant imder this head to meet 
this expenditure. 

The motion was then put and agieed to. 


COVBHIIilENT BILLt. 

The Bengal State Aid to induatrlei Bill, iStS. 

The HonlMe Raja BHURENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, 
of Nashipur: Mr, President, Sir, I l)eg to move that the Bengal State 
Aid to Industries Bill, 192S, be referred to a Seleit roiiuuittee consist- 
ing of Mahuraj Kutnur Sris Chandra Nandy, Babu Nuliniranja?. 
Sarker, Khan Bahmhir Maulvi Azizul Ifuque, Mr. Satish ('haiulra Sen, 
Mr, A. K. Fazl-ul Hu<|, Babu Saral Kumar ])u(t, Mr. Uazaur Uahimm 
Klian, Mr. W. (\ Wordsworth , Mr, (1. P. n<»gg, and myself, with 
instruction to submit their rejant in time for its consideration at the 
next session; and that the number <if memliers whose presenc'e shall be 
ne('essary to constitute a quorum shall Ik* five. 

I have received replies from all these persons to say they are will- 
ing to serve on the Select (\>mmittee except fiom Mr. Faxl*ul Huq. I 
would, therefote, ask you kindly to omit his name from the motion 
when putting it to the House. 

Sir, when introdm iug this Bill in thiu ( ouncil in August last my 
hon’ble colleague, who was then in charge of the Industries Depart* 
ment, explained briefly its Hi‘Oj)e and its objmds. It is, therefore, un- 
necessary for me to N|>eak at length on the provisions of the Bill. 
But I take this op]>ortuiiity of saying that 1 am in full agnsement 
with my hon’ble colleague in this matter. None will deny that home 
or cottage industries should develop side by side along with the larger 
industries of the provin(*e. This is particularly desirable in Bengal 
where we have several industries already well established, while others 
are still struggling upwards. 1 allude to such industries as the bone* 
button industry, the conch-shell industry, the lace-and-embroidery 
industry, and a number of others which are well known to the members 
of this Council. Some of our larger indusiriea are already a source 
of aflSuence to their owners: others, though useful, are not yet 
eetablisbed and require careful nursing. In India, and in Bengal 
especially, many such industries flourished in the past, hut they have 
fallen back owing, in some cases, to the keen competition of foreign 
power industries. I might mention as an flluitration the silk industry 
of Bengal which at the present moment is passing under a shadow 
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owing to the fierce competition from foreign sources. It would 
be deplorable to permit such an industry to die out in Bengal for want 
of a little monetary help. These smaller industries are indigenous to 
the land. They afford to the people of our province ready means of 
employment, and, if properly encouraged, they are likely to increase 
the prosperity of our province and its inhabitants in the near future. 

To give this necessary help and assistance the Bengal State Aid 
to Industries Bill has been drafted. By the means afforded in this 
Bill, State aid will be given to such industries in the form of loans 
or grants, payable in most cases within a certain period with the 
usual safeguards necessary. 

Ihe Board provided for in the Bill is intended to advise Govern- 
ment on all applications that are made for State assistance. This 
body will Vie indej^endent and free, it is hoped, from outside influences. 
I would further point out that it is not intended that the activities 
of the Board should extend to those great industries which are alreadv 
established in Bengal. It is very desirable to make this clear, 
because there has, I think, Wn some misunderstanding on this 
point in vertain quarters. 

I feel sure that the principle underlying this Bill will appeal 
strongly to all sections of the Council. I agree that there may be 
differences of opinion regarding the procedure to be adopted and the 
powers allotted to the Board. But these are matters which will l)e 
thrashed out in the Select ('oiiimittee ; and I need hardly say that 
those of us who have promoted this Bill will be only too ready to 
receive all suggestions by which it may be improved and its scope 
enlarged in order to achieve the object with which the Bill has been 
framed. I trust therefore that the House will accept my motion, if 
for no other reason than that it will help to revive the old and 
historic industries of Bengal and enable them to return to their old- 
time prosperity strong and independent —and in this way lessen 
unemployment in Bengal. 

With these words, I beg to place my motion l>efore the House, 
and I invite the co-oj>eration of all who are interested in furthering the 
industrial pmafiwrity of our province. 

The following motion was called, but not moved: — 

•riim RADHA COBINDA RAY to move that after the name of 
** Mr. O. P. Hogg,’" the following names be inserted, namely: — 

Sri jut Bijay Kumar Chatterjee. 

Babu Promotba Katb Bannerjee. 

Babu Jilendralal Bannerjee. 

Srijut Badba Gobinda Ray. 

Babu Kbagefidra Natb Ganguly. 
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Bflbll MANMATHA NATH ROY* Sir, in th© AbnencNit of Bttbu 
Awjjffendra Nath Ghose, with your permitiami, 1 beg to move the 
melion standing in his name. I hare his permission. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: Since you assure me that you have taken the 
member’s permission, you have my i>ermission to move it. 

Rlbll MANMATHA NATH ROY: I beg to move that after the- 
name of “ Mr. G. P. Hogg ” the following names be inserted, 
namely: — 

Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy; 

Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta; 

Babu Amarendra Nath Ghose. 

The following motion was called, but not moved : — 

Mr. H. E. 8UHRAWAR0Y to move that after the name of 
“ Mr. G. P. Hogg ” the name of “ Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta ” be 
inserted. 

The Heii'hle Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN iINHA Bahadiir, 
of Naahlptir: Sir, I accept the motion moved by Babu Manmatha Nath 
Hoy. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All the same 1 shall have to put the motion 
before the House. 

The motion of Babu Manmatha Nath U<»y was then put and agreed 
to. 

The following motion was then put and a division called for; — — 

“ That the Bengal State Aid to Industries Bill, 1928, be referred 
to a Select Committee consisting of the Hon’ble Raja Bhui)endra 
Narayun Sinha Bahadur, of Nashipur, Mabaraj Kumar Sris Chandra 
Nandy, Babu Naliniranjan Sarker. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Asisul 
Haque, Mr. Satish Chandra Sen. Babu Saral Kumar Dutt, 
Mr. Razuur Rahman Khan, Mr, W. C. Wordsworth, Mr. G. P. Hogg,. 
Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy, Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta and Balm 
Amarendra Nath Ghose with instruction to submit their re{)ort in 
time for its consideration at the next session ; and that the number of 
members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a quorum 
shall be five.’’ 

Mr. PREEIDENT: It has been re{>ori«d to me that Babu 
Naliniranjan Sarker called for this division under a misapprehension. 
He thought that the motion standing in the name of Mr, Kiran Sa nk a ar 
Roy would not be taken up, but I may say that this would be takew 
up later. 



49 


QOFEBNIIENI' BILLS. 


[4m 


The division was taken with the followingr result; — 

Avn. 


Mitt, Matitvi Syse MaaeaHsae. 

Aiuliiiad, MBuIvi KMiniidiii. 

AAinM, KAm MluiAMr Msiilvi 
Mir, «re 4, R. 

4DABttlit, Mr. A. 

OlMUMiAliri, tut N«mM RAlMMttr 

•AlyM llAwab All, RAM MMtfiir. 
OaAba, Mr. O. J. 

OiiA, Mr. A. 4, 

OrvnMiiMHl, Mr. 4. R. 

^•rrMMr, Mr. 4, CiipAtH. 
fyft, Mr. 4. H. 
rams, Mr. M. 0. 

OiltAritt, Mr. R. N. 

MAAMtt RAmi RAAMliir Maitlvi Atiful. 
Rail, Mr. Q. A. 

NMAim tA« Nmi'AM Nawftb MtiMiamif, 
KAan RaAMlttr. 

•RUMAin, MAUiVi LAtAfAt. 

AAnklAt, Or. W. A. 

AAaa, MAWlti TAAlitwdAin. 

AAiIrA, -Mr. R. Rl 


UURA, Mr. T. 

Matt, CAb Nar*Ma Mr. A. 

MlttAT, RAi RAAAAnr MRAMAtAA MaM. 
MItMr, tAi NAAiMA Rir RfMaA OlMRABra 
M tAi r ly, tAA NaaM Mr. A. R. 

AAilip, Mr. 4. V. 

RAilpAt, Mr. H. C. V, 

OrtACiAA, Mr. W. M. R. 

JIaAaiaa, Mr. A. P. M. AAAat- 
ray, RaAa R anA irA NaniyAA. 

Ray CAAVdAuri, Mr. K. C. 

RAAA, Mr. R. P. 

RAP. Mr. RiiAy PrAAAR RAirA. 
tArkAr, RAi taAiA RAAAti MaAaa. 

AiAAA,tAA HaaM RaJa RAAAAtir RAwpAnArm 
NATAyiA. 

•UplAtAA, Mr. H. I. 

TAtA, MaJat RaaataJ RAAfray. 

TAaaiaa, Mr. N. W. 

TAaahmaa, Mr. W. H. 

TrAVATA. Mr. W. Im 
WATA tlrAHA, Mr. W. C. 


ArAArJyA OAAiidAuri, MAkArAjA SAaaAi 
KAAIA. 

.AAAAIA A , MauIaI AAiAURMiA. 

AUauIIaA, Mr. tyAd MA. 

RARlAit RaAm RANIAt OA AA ArA. 

BAAAriAA, Or. PrAAIAtAAAAtA. 

RAAATJAA, BAAii PrANNrtAA NAtA. 
BAAAATJAA, BaAii JitAAArAlAl. 

Raaa, RaAM BAiAy MriMNIA. 

OAAkrAAArtty, BaAu BAtiAArA NAtA. 
OkAkrAVAfil, BaAii AABiAArA OAAiiArA. 
CAAltATlAA, trijMt Bilay KAMAr. 
OAAwAAury, Maiilvi KAataAaA AIaia. 

Oaa RwptA, Or. 4. M. 

OAttA, BaAii AAAit CAanArA. 

Ovtt, BaAa tArii KuMir. 

RAARAly* BaAu WAABBAAra NatA. 

OAatA MaaIIA, Mr. lalyAiiArA OAaiiArA. 
RihRa, Mr. m w A RAafiArA. 

NaAIAiiIMi, NawaA RAmJa. 

RaAIMs Rai< BMAaAuI. 

MatIm, MAMfl RIMiM. • 

The Aye« beinir 41 and the Noee 

4^) p.m. 

Mr. rniMlHtllTt The folloWi 

not ariae : ■ ~ 


LaIa, BaAu tartAa Kripa. 

Maiti, BaAu MaAMiArA Nath. 

MAOlAAklA, Mr. i. T. 

Muharji, Mr. t. C. 

RpRAy, MAAAraj Kumar Irit OApiiArA. 
NAthar, BaAu Ham OAaiiArA. 

Pal OAauAAuri, Mr. Raiijit 
PAAAar, Mr. AhapAa MaAah. 

RaAiNAfi, Maufti MiAPt Bur^ 

Rhuf, MAuIvi tyuA AAAPr. 

Ray, BaAu turAiiArA Nath. 

Ray. Or. RumiiA tAPhAr. 

Ray. trijut RaaAa RaAifiAa. 

Ray, BaAu MAnmatAA Nath. 

Ray, Dr. BMAah OAaiiArA. 

Ray, Mr. D. N. 

tAfiyat, BaAu taaAifiArA NarayaM. 
tarkar, BaAu NAlitiirAii|Aii. 

•an, Mr. iatiaA RAamAta. 

•an, •rijut NABau A ra NatA. 
•uArawarAy, Mr. H. •. 


^2, the motion waa lost. 


motion of Mr. K. S. Koy does 


*• Mp« KIRAN SAMICAR ROY to move that in the instruction to 
the Sele<4 Committee niter the word ‘ session’ in line 8 of motion 
No. 6 the following words be insertei), namely; — 

* and that the Committee for this purpose do talm into their eon* 
sideration the pmiKmals contained in the Bengal Industrial Develop* 
menf Bill. I928,vhy Bahu Naliniranjan Barker, in particular, section 5 
relating to piimeer indnatrie* and demonstration factories, with a view 
to incorporating theih in the Bill.’ ’• 



OOVKBNMKNT BUM, 


9 

tim Caiotttta Sakurbui Miot (AMndMiiO iMi WKk 

lU M. HMfllLYi I h^t^ iiltKodim IMII 

I oitti^er to the Galeiiita ^burbaii Police Ac|^ l^. 

7he Secretary then read the title of the Bill. 

1^ HoiPlilt Mr. A. N. MOSERLY: I beg to move that the 
Calcutta Suburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 1929, be taken into oou^ 
eideration. This is merely a formal Bill intended to till a gap in the 
law. There are provisions in the Police Act of 1861 and the Calcutta 
Police Act of 1866 to provide for the dis{)osaI by the polic‘e of un- 
claimed properties, but neither of these Acts is in foit^e in the suburb# 
of Calcutta. The single amending clause of the Bill under considera- 
tion is reproduced verbatim fiom the Calcutta Police Act, 1866. T 
may mention that the question of the introduction of this Bill aa§ 
considered by the Police Standing Committee of this Council and that 
the meml)er8 unanimously approved of its introduction. I do not 
think that I need enlarge upon the subject. The Bill is purely formal 
and I cannot see that any exception can be taken io it. I therefore 
move that the Bill l)e taken into consideration. 

Babu BEilOY KRISHNA BOSES May I ask the Hon’ble 
Mr. Mol)erly one question and it is this — What was the necessity of 
taking verl)atiiii these two sections which are se<*tious 100 and lOl of 
the Police Acts of 1861 and 1866 when we could carry on quite well 
from 1861-66 down to 19251 without these provisions for the suburlwP 

Thu Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Because a case arose in which 

the legality of the action of the C^ramiseioner of Police in a specific 
oase was chnllenge<l. 

The folU)wing amendment was not moved 

triJut TARAKNATH MUKERdEA to move, by way of amend* 
ment, to the motion of the Hon’ble Mr. A. N. Moberly, that the Bill l>e 
-circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the dOtb 
April. 1929.*’ 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. A. N. Moberly was then put and 
agreed to. 

Tilt Hon’blg Mr. A. N. MOBERLY l 1 beg to move that the 
Calcutta Buburban Police (Amendment) Bill, 1929, be passed. I do 
not think it is necessary for me to w^te the time of the Council by 
adding anything to what I have already said. 

The motion was iben put and agreed to. 

The Council was then adjoumad till 3 p.m. on Thursday, the 7tb 
February 1929, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Tbb CkioBcil met in ilie Cbnncil Gliamber in tlm Toum Bnll^ 
Oalctttta, on Thursday, the 7th February, 1929, at 3 p.m. 


PriBMit: 

The Hon’ble the President (the Hon’ble Raja Mabmatha Nath 
Ray CiiAUDHuai, of Santosh), in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive Council, the two Hon’ble Ministers and 110 nominated 
and elected members. 


Oath. 


The following member made an oath of his allegiance to the 
Crown : — 


Mr. B. C. Ormond. 


•larmd Qiiettiofit 

(t# wfiieh oral answers were given)i 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Aol. 

Ml. Babtt dITBNDRALAL BANNERJEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) 
be pleased to state whether the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act 
recently passed by the Legislative Council has received the assent 
of His Excellency the Governor and of His Excellency the Viceroy 
and’ Governor-General ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bl© 
Member be pbmml to state when the Act will be published in the 
OoMette so that it may come into operation? 

(c) What is the cause of the delay in the publication of the said 
Aetf 


MEMBER Ni aliarga af DEPARTMENT M REVENUE (LAND 
REVENUE) (tiw Bfa* Pravasli C lum dsr MiMar)t (u) Yes. 

(b) The Act will be published shortly. 

(r) Time wtfs required partly for obtaining assent and parUy for 
preparing rules under the Act. 
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fUmim mrnM AUIUI. NimUti wm H<inU« 
Ijhpibtir fUmaed ta i^ve um an appnHuniale idm irf tka date 
ivilfek this Act i« likely to be puUiahedF ^ 


Thi Itoii’Mi 9ir PROVAtH CHUNOIR MlTTlRt Since tbe 
anewer wag framed, we haTe decided to publiab the Aot, tery likely 
on the 2l8t February, at any rate in the third week of Febmary. 


Drtifiagc faoilltiee In ill rmtli. 

M2. Bidni tURENORA NATH iitWAtl (a) la the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation aware that the 
water-level of thousands of acres of culturable lands to the north of 
Bil route become abnormally high during the rains P 

(6) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the above condition is due 
to overflood caused by obstruction of free passage of water towards 
the south? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that such obstruoti<m is caused 
by insufficiency of locks and sluices on the embankment on the south 
bank of the Bil route? 

(d) Is the Hon*ble Member aware that crops of thousands of acres 
of land become damaged ly the said flood every year? 

(e) Is the Hon’ Me Member aware that the cultivators attempt to 
out off the embankment on the south hunk every year to save their 
crops? 

(/) Is the Uon’ble Member aJsi> aware that police is posted every 
year to prevent the cultivators from cutting the embankment? 

(g) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that the cultivators who attempt 
to cut off the embankment are arrested by the {>olice stationed there? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of construct- 
ing a sufficiently large number of locks and sluices on the southern 
Mubankment to enable the flood water pass in greater vdume towards 
the south? 

MEMBER In Miargs «f DEPARTMENT tf IRRIGATION (Dm 
H ofi^ Ntirali BniMMiir SnlpM NmmIi AN ONiiiBByrl, KImh BMitBiir> 
•( D lMn iMr l )l (a) and (6) No: the gauge readings do not show that 
the levels in the northern Bil at the present day rule kii^Mr than 
they did before the training works were constructed. 

(c) Begulation of the sluices was altered about three years sgt*^ 
so that they discharge much more water than previously. 

(if) No. 
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(0) No cuts or attemiits ^to cui ^iy embanktneiil huro bolMi ibade 
during the last three years. 

00 Yes. 

(ff) Yes, if they are caught. 

(h) The drainage facilities under the present method of regulation 
appear to suffice. 


Proatitutlofi in perMioal fairs and malas in Rangpur. 

Ma. Babu dATINDRA NATH CHAKRABURTTY: (a) WiU the 

Bon’hle Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to 
state whether the Government is aware that j>eriodical fairs or melas 
are held at Painundangu, Xaldanga, Kamarpara, Fulchhari, Badarganj, 
Dewti, Shib-bari, Sundarganj and Belka in the district of Rangpur? 

(b) Th it a fact that prostitutes are allowed to carry on their trade 
in these fairs or vielai almost openly in temporary shelters erected for 
the occasion? 

(r) If the answer to ib) is in the affirmative, w’hat steps, if any, 
do the Government intend to take in the interest of public health and 
morals ? 

MEMBER in ohargs of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’bto 
Mr. A. N. Mobtriy): (o), (b) and (r) The member is refeixed to 
the i“eply given to uiiKtarred question No. 28 asked at the meeting 
of this Council held on 22nd February, 1927, a copy of which will 
be found on the question paper (reproduced below). Government do 
not think it necessary to make any special inquiries with reference 
to the places mentioned in the question. 


Copy 0 / the reply to rnstarred Question No. 2S of the 22nd February, 
1927, referred to in the reply to Starred Question No. 23. 

Proatitiition in poriodioal flirt. 

IM MOUNATN MAIUMDAR BHiMliirS (a) Will the Hon’Me 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to state 
whether the Government is aware that periodical fairs are held in 
many parts of Bengal? 

(h) la it a fact that prostitutes are allowed to carry on tl^ir trade 
in many of tlioae fairs almost openly in temporary shelters erected 
for the occasion ? 





It 


If Hw «iiiw«r t# 18 im t|k» wiU ^ 

li«iiber be pleased to state vbetber the QovemmenI are coiiaideriAg 
tbei desirability of taking any steps to preTent such prat?iioes In the 
inti^t of public bealib and morality P 


TN Hafl’ble Mr. A. N. MOB! RLYt (a) Yes, 

(h) I believe it ifl a fact that prostitution is practised in temporary 
sbelters at many fairs. 

(c) The reply is in the negative. There are serious practical 
difficulties in the way of dealing with this evil, and Government lielieve 
that the Council recognised this fact by rejecting two private Bills 
for the suppression of brothels in fairs in 192d and X926.** 


Mr. JOCEiH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon ble Member 
be pleased to state what are the serious and practical difficulties in 
the way of dealing with (his evil, referred to in reply to question (c)P 

The Hofi'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: The question has not been 

examined. 

Mr. dOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to examine the question? 

The Hen’Me Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: 1 submit, Sir, that this is 
a request for a^'fion. 


Ciroultr hy the Dietriet diidge of Rangpur regariling eervitig of 
fiotioet en JiMlgment^iehteri. 

M4. Bahu dATINDRA NATH CHAKRABURTTY: {a} h the 

llon’hle Member in charge of (he Judicial Department aw^are that 
the District Judge of Rangpur has issued a ciit'ular, directing the 
decree-holders of rent suits to serve notices on judgment-debtors under 
order 21, rule fib of the Civil Procedure Code, in execution of the rent 
decrees? 

(b) Is the Hon*ble Member aware that such notice is not con* 
templated by any section of the Bengal Tenancy Act? 

(c) Will the Hon ’Me Member be pleaaed to state whether the 
District Judge has any power or authority to issue any such eireuiafP 

<d) If not, are the Govemment contemplating requesting the 
Dtelrici Jndge of Rangpur to withdraw the circular P 
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MIMBill to flfeifBt 9ft JUDICIAL DEMRTIICIIT CtiM Hmm$ 
Mr* A» Ms iliCir^)S (a) In consequence of a reference made to him 
by a Munsif in 1927, the District Judge inquired as to the procedure 
followed in the yarious courts in the district and found that there 
were differences in practice. He, therefore, recorded his own obsenra- 
tions on the subject and sent replies to all the courts under him in 
accordance therewith. 

(b) Government are advised that such a notice was then contemplated 
by section 163 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. 

(c) and (d) Government see no objection to the action taken by 
the District Judge. 

Rai SATYCNORA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Bahadur: Will 
the Hon’ble Member be pleased to refer to section 163 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, which does not contemplate any notice whatsoever? 

Tha Hotl’Ma Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I have nothing to add to 
my previous answer. 

Mr. dOCEtH CHANDRA CUPTA: Having regard to the fact 
that section 163 of the Bengal Tenancy Act does not contemplate any 
notice, is the Ilon’ble Member prepared to modify his answer? 

TN HofPMa Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Xo, Sir. 


Praoidurt for raoording stalamonts by inwastigating Polioo olllaari. 

Mg. Babu JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABURTTY: (a) Is the 

Hon'ble Member in charge of the Police Department aware of the 
issue of the following circular by the Suf>erintendent of Police, 
Rangpur, to all Insjieidors and Sub-Inspectors of Police under him: — 

ConieretH'e held at Darjeelinff on the JOth, llth^ 12th Majft 
1926 : Questioa of the utility of recording statements by investigating 
Police officers, under section 161 of the Criminal Procedure Code, dis- 
oussed. The majority of members were of opinion that recording of 
statements by investigating Police officers should be abolished, as 
such statements do not help the prosecution in any way. But these 
statements are made use of by the accused for the benefit of his 
defence during trial.” 

(6) Will the Hon*ble Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
copy of the said! circular? 

(c) Will the Hod’bie Member be pleased to state whether the 
circular was issued with the approval of the Goveniment? 
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^ Are die iiiTesiigatioiiB by the pdioe in ike Diptriot of |Uip[>or 
bepg conducted according to ike directiona of tkia cironlarf ’ 

(t) Fn wkat oiker districts kas tke oironlar been given effect tof 

(/) If tke oircnlar had not the approval of Government, wkat 
action do they intend to take in tke maUer of ita issuef 

(g) Is it a fact that the circular was issued as tke result of a oon* 
ference held at Darjeeling? 

(h) If so, who were the members of that conference? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLYl (a), (h) and (g) Government 
are informed that the following extract from the minutes of a con- 
ference of Police officers of Rajshahi Range held at Darjeeling in 
May, 1926, was forwarded by the Sui)erintendent of Police, Rangpur, 
to all Inspectors and Sul>- Inspectors in his district for information 
only : — 

** The question of the utility of recording statements under section 
161, Criminal Pnx'edure Code, in the course of investigation was also 
discussed and the majority of the members of the conference were in 
favour of abolishing such statements altogether, as they serve no 
useful purpose for the persecution and can be used in court only for 
the benefit of the defence.” 

No orders were issued to discontinue the existing practice. 

(r) The extract was forwarded without reference to Government, 

(r/) and (c) Investigating officers in all districts, including 
Hangpui, are guided by the instructions contained in rule 243, Police 
Regulations, Bengal, 1927, Wdnme I. 

(/) (Government do not think that any actiem is necessary. 

{h) The Deputy Insjiectors-tGeneral of Police, Rajshahi and 
Criminal Investigation Department, the Superintendents of Police of 
the Rajshahi Range (except the Sujieriniendent of Police, Pabna), 
Pumea and Cooch Behar, the Principal, Police Training College, 
Sardah. the Crime Assistant to the Deputy Insiiector-General of Police, 
C. I. D., Bihar and Drissa, the Additional Superintendent of Police, 
Darjeeling, and the Deputy Su[>erintendent of Police, Kishenganj. 

Mm AKHIL CHANOIIA OATTAf Are the Government aware 
that this circular is absolutely inconsistent with the spirit of the 
provisions of the Criminal Procedure Code? 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I do not allow that question. 

BMm AKHIL CHANDRA DATTAi Have tke GovenuAenl 

enquired if tkis circular is consistent witk tke provisions of tkn 
Criminal Procedure Code? 
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?lSe km'lkt ilr. L N. llOlEllLYt No, Sir. At I We alreedjr 

pointed out, the orders under which inrestigatioii is carried on ai^ 
contained in the Police Eegrnlations, Bengal. 

BalNi AKHIL CHANDRA OATTAs Do the Govemment approra 
of this portion of the circular, namely, The majority of membera 
were of opinion that recording of statements by investigating police 
officers should be abolished, as such statements do not help the pro- 
sec'ution in any way. But these statements are made use of by the 
accused for the benefit of the accused during trial P’* 

Tha Han'Ma Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I think that is a request 

for an opinion. 

ilr. PRESIDENTS I agree. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Are the Govemment aware 
that not infrequently numerous cases, even murder cases, have failed 
on account of disclosures made by the statements recorded by police 
officers under section 161 of <he Criminal Procedure Co<le? 

Thn Hon'bH Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: If the member will give 
me a specific case, I will try to find out. 

BalNl AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Will the Honble Member 
be pleased to state if the Government are jirepared to take the opinion 
of the Advwate-General as t<> whether this circular is consistent with 
the law? 

The Hon'bM Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: No, Sir. 

Babu BEdOY KRISHNA BOSE: With reference to answers (d) 
and (c), have the Government any information whether after the 
issue of that circular by the Superintendent of Police, the subordinate 
officers -Inspectors and Sub-Iiispec‘tors have discontinued recording 
statements under section 161 P 

TIm H«i*bi.lir. A. N. MOBERLY: No, Sir. 

Babu BEJOY KRIBHNA BOBS: Will the Govemment kindly 
make inquiries on this subject P 

Tha HoflHMa Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: That is a request for action^ 
Sir. 

Mr. dOGBW CHANDRA GUPTA l In obtaining the opinion of 
the Advocate-General* have the Govemment to payP 

(No reply.) 
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WHWnOTBt 

^ti lUbM MANMATHA NATH ROYt Will tbe Hon’ble llembsr 
in charge of the Political Department be {leased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(f) the nnmber; 

(fV) the names, and 

(hi) the place of detention or internment 

of the persons who were nnder detention or intemtnent on jMiliilca! 
grounds on the 1st January, 1929 P 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hen’Me 
Mr. A. N. Moherly): No j)er8onfl were under detention or interned 
under orders of the (Government of Bengal on the Ist January, 1929. 


Bifigal Tonanoy (A m o nOw i nt ) Aet 

M7. Babtt MANMATHA NATH ROYl {a) Will the Hon ble 

Menil>er in charge of the Department of lievenue (Land Ilevenue) 
be pleased to state when the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 
which was passed by the Bengal Legislative Council in Septeraber, 
1928. will be brought into oj>eration? 

(6) Will the Iloirble Member l>e pleased to state the reasons for the 
delay P 

(c) Will the Hon*ble Memlier be pleased to state whether it is in 
the contemplation of (Government to introduce another Bill to amend 
the provisions of the Bengal Tenancy Act P 

Tha Hofl’Ma Sir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTERs (a) The Act 

will be published shortly. 

{b) Time was required partly for obtaining the assent of His 
Excellency the Governor and of His Excellency tbe Viceroy and 
Governor-General and partly for preparing rules under the Act. 

(c) The introduction of a Bill to remove certain drafting and minor 
delects is under the consideration of Government. 

Ktean BMiaiiir Mavlvi AZIZUL MAQUEx Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the nature of the minor defects contem* 
plated in answer (c), which reqtihh a revtsKm of the Act so soon 
after? 
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Tilt Hoii’Mt Mr PROVAtH OHUNDER MITTERs One minor 
defect has arisen ont of section 85. Another minor defect is that 
the period of limitation for nnder-raiyats has probably become 12 years 
whereas in the case of occupancy raiyats it is two years, and a few 
others. 


Amta Draiiiagi Miinie. 

*11. BidMi MANMATHA NATH ROY: (a) WiU the Hon’bU 
Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries 
be pleased to state whether, and, if so, when, the Government pro- 
pose to bring the Amta Drainage Scheme into operation? 

(5) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons therefor ? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE 
and INDUSTRIES (the Hm’Mo Ra)a Bhufiandra Narayan Sinha 

Bahaduri of Naahlpur): (a) and (5) In view of the present financial 
position Government have decided not to proceed with this scheme for 
the time being. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state when, if at all, the department expect to handle 
this question? 

TN Hon’hlo Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA BahaduTp 
of Naahipuri I am afraid I cannot say. This is a matter for the 
Finance Department. 

Mr. 40GESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Honble Minister 
be pleased to state if he is taking any steps to obtain the money for 
the purpose as iiooii as {mssible? 

Ttii Hon’Mi Raia BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, 
af NaohiiNiri No; not at the present moment. 

Mr. dOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Does the Hon’ble Minister 
contemplate taking any action? 

Tha Haa’Ma Raid BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA BShadar, 
af NaaMpiiri I may. 



II 
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*li. SHJut NACENORA NATH SENt (a) Will the Hon'blt 
Member In charge of the Political Department be pleated to state the 
namee of pereont now in detention under orders of this Government 
both under Bengal Regulation III of 1818 and the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act or under any other law or legulation ? 

(b) Will the Hon^ble Member be pleased to state whether any of 
such d4tenvf resorted to hunger-strike during the period from July l» 
1928) to the present dayF 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon*ble 
Member be pleased to state the grounds alleged for resorting fo such 
strikes ? 

(d) Was any inquiry made by Government into the matter? 

(e) If so, will the Hon'ble Meiiibei pleased to state the result 
of such inquiry* or inquiries? 

if) W’ill the Hon’ble Member lie pleased to state the nature of 
accommodation provided for such dHenut? 

(g) Will the Hon’ble Meinl>er be pleased to state (separately for 
each detenu) the cost incuned for dHenus during the first half of 1928? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Meml>er be pleased to state whether such cost 
is treated as voted or non-voted in the Budget? 

0) Under what head is such exi»eiiditu!*e shown in the Budget? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr# A« N. MOBERLY: (a) No such |)ersons are now 
under detention. 

(b) to (/) Do not arise. 

(g) Government are not prepared to give this information. 

(A) Voted. 

(i) 25 Jails and Uonvict Settlements, 47 — Miscellaneous. 

•rijilt NACENDRA NATH SENS With reference to answer (gl 
may I ask you, Sir, whether when a question has been allowed by 
you, as President of this Council, is it competent for a Government 
officer to refuse an answer? 

Mr* RREilDENT: Mr. Sen, we decided that point yesterday and 
I have nothing to add to what I said. There is really no mle which 
empowers me to compel a Member of Go\^emment to answer a question. 

Mr. 40QEBN GHANORA CURTAi Will the Hon'ble Member 
be i^eaeed to give the reasons, if any, for refnsing to give an anewerf 
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Mr. FREilOENTt I think the Hon’ble Member is not bound to 
disclose his reasons, but in case he wants to do so, I have no objection. 

TIm Hmi’M Mr. A. N. MOBERLYs I think, Sir, yon 
disposed of this. 

Mr. dOCEBH ONANORA QURTAt On a point of order, Sir, 1 
think the Hon'ble Member said on the last occasion that he would 
in future follow the course of giving his reasons to the President. 
May I, Sir, ask a supplementaiy question arising out of this point 
of order? Is there any reason why the Hon’ble Member has not 
followed the course which he promised to do only three days (kgo? 

Tilt Hofl’bln Mr. A. N. MOBERLYs I submit, Sir, that question 
was somewhat different from this one? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I agree: it is altogether different. 

irijut NACENDRA NATH SEN: On » }>oint of order, Sir, with 
reference to answers (h) to (/), how can the Hon’ble Meml>er say . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Sen, 1 am afraid I must interrupt you. 
Ac <'ording to my own rulings and to Parliamentary practice, it is 
not permisKible for any meniWr to criticise an answer given, your 
only remedy lies in supplementary questions. 

Dr. d. M. DAS GUPTA: <tii a point of order. Sir. Is it not 
necessary for the answer to be a real answer?-! mean to say that 
an Hon*ble Member may say Munething which is not an answer at 
all. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: As 1 have already explained, the rule« do 
not permit me to Compel any nieinWr to give an answer in a particular 
way and it is not jaumissible for any member to discuss or debata 
upon an answer given. 

Mr. 40GESH CHANDRA GUPTA: On a pmnt of order, Sir. 
There is no rule that answers should be relevant, and if any iirelevani 
anafwer is given, or an answer beside the point is given, can a member 
then criticise an answer as irrelevant? 

Mfi RRiSIDENTt No; for an interpolation debate ii ferhiddeB. 





Ql^ESTIONS. 




toideHiNm shooting ineklonl. 

^ Maulvi SHAM8UR-RAHMAN: (a) U the Hou'ble Momber 
in charge of the Police Department aware that six |>er8ons, of whom 
three died on the spot, were shot at Amtali Khal near the Passiir River, 
Khulna, by some Forest officers of the Sunderbans Forest? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Meml)er l)e plctuscd to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing the circumstances ^hich led to the alleged shooting? 

(c) Will the Hoirble Member be pleased to state the authority under 
which the District Slagistfate t<H)k away the case from the hands of the 
{>olice and himself inquired into it? 

(d) Is it a fact that the bullets were found to have entered the body 
of the persons shot from behind? 

(e) Is it a fa<^t that the Forest launch was employed to bring down 
prosecution wituesvses from their place of residence? 

(/) Is it a fact that one Mr. Gupta, Assistant ikinservator of Forests, 
apj>eared on the scene immediately after the occurrence, but did not 
take down any dying declaration of the persons shot who were still 
living, but died subeequently <m the way nor did he take any statement 
from the officers concerned in the shooting? 

(ff) Will the Hon'ble Meinl)er l>e pleased to lay on the table the 
report of the District Magistrate? 

(A) Is it a fact that the Distinct Magistrate is of opinion that the 
officers were justified in shooting in exercise of their right of private 
defence? 

(i) Will the lion 'hie Menilier l)e pleased to state why the case was 
not allowed to be placed l?efore a jury to decide whether the officers 
have really exj‘<M‘ded the right of private defence or not? 

The Hon’hlf Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) Yes. 

(6), (ff) and (A) A copy of the District Magistrate's report is laid on 
tl^e table. 

(c) On his own authority vested in him by law under section 176, 
Criminal Procedure Code. 

(d) No. 

(e) ** Prosecution witnesses " is a misnomer in such an enquiry. A 
Forest launch was used to find certain witnesses of the occurrence whose 
homes were 2 or 3 days journey by boat from Khulna or who were 
lihely to be and were in fact found in a remote part of the forest. The 
{lOlioe took and served the processes. The Forest launch was uwd both to 
inwvent delay and because its personnel is acquainted with the rivers 
and khale in the forest where the witnesees might be found. 
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(/) Mr. Gupta appeared on tlie scene shortly after the occnrrenoe. 
Only one person shot and still liTing^ was found by Mr. Gupta. The 
latter questioned him, but he was unable to speak. The officers con- 
cerned in the shooting wrote statements in Mr. Gupta's presence 
shortly after the occurrence on the journey to Khulna the same night. 

(t) It would not have been proper for the Crown to prosecute a 
person who had clearly not exceeded the right of private defence. 


Report referred to in the reply to clautes (6), (g) and (h) of starred 
qvestion No. 20 on the Sunderbans shooting incident. 

I have held an enquiry under section 176, Criminal Procedure Code, 
into the circumstances attending the reported shooting by temporary 
Forester Abinash Chandra Sen of Jumman Sarder and Afiluddi Shaikh. 

The incident occurred on 23rd August in Nilbaria Khal which is at 
the southern extremity of the district near the sea. It is one of several 
recent cases which have occurred owing to the efforts of the Forest 
Department to suppress iguana poaching in the reserved forest. A list 
of at least 6 such cases among others in which violence has been used 
against Forest officers during the past year and which have ended in 
conviction has been filed. In one of these cases a Deputy Ranger was 
nearly killed, and in another Mr. Yusuf, the Assistant Conservator, with 
his party were wrongfully confined and would have been justified in 
firing on his assailants. 

The remoteness of the 8|K)t has f(»rtunately excluded the jjossibility of 
suborned witnesses, but by chance 5 fishermen were in the vicinity, and 
four of these were taken up into the boat (»f the foresters just before the 
affray. Their evidence is valuable as they are the only independent eye- 
witnesses. These witnesses went to their homes, and were only traced 
with difficulty in the forest where they had gone on another fishing 
expedition and preduced on 9th September. The poachers except one 
who had been arrested dispersed in the forest after the occurrence, and 
aa they live in the southern extremity of Paikgacha Thana, nearlu 3 
days journey from Khulna, their attendance was with difficulty secured. 
Nevertheless, before taking up this enquiry on 10th September, I had 
the evidence of every witness who appeared before that date ex^ned 
under section 164, Criminal Procedure Code, by the Subdivisicmal 
Officer, Sadar, immediat^y on appearance or production in Khulna 
This minimised opportunity of any concerted lying at the outset. In 
this way on 24th August the following witnesses were examin^: — 

Mr. A. 0. Oupta, Assistant Conservator of Forests, to whom the 
whole iiatier was reported on the spot immediately alter the 
occurrence 1^ the foresters concerned. 
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Btba Skib^idra Cbatarji, temponuy I6mt«r, wlio wm iiao 
urmtd and witk AHnash Babn. 


Panchanan Baa Manji, Faisuddi Sbaikli and Clmxiilal Bay, famt 
boatmen concerned in tbe affray. 


On tbe same day tbe arrested man lodged an F. I. E. in which ha 
implicated Sbibendra Nath Cbatarji. 

On 29tb August three severely wounded men were brought by the 
police to Khulna. Their statements were recorded by Subdi visional 
Officer under sec'tion 164, Criminal Procedure Code, and their dying 
declarations also recorded. 

On 3rd September one of the independent fishermen, Matiulla Gasi, 
was produced and examined by the Subdivisional Officer under section 
164, Criminal Procedure Code. 

On 9th September the other four fishermen Faisuddi Gasi, Than da 
Gasi, Isarali and Bhanir Gasi were produced and examined by the 
Subdivisional Officer. 

On 24th August 1 took cognisance on the report of Mr. Gupta 
under section 190 (7) (c). The F. I. R. and the report were then sent 
to the police for investigation into offences under section 302 against 
Babn Abinash Chandra Sen and Babu Sbibendra Nath Cbatarji, both 
temporary foresters, and sections 148, 224, 225 and 353 and Forest 
Act offences against Mohorali and others. The Divisional Forest 
Officer on 28th August submitted a full offence report which had been 
made out and signed on 24th August by Babu Abinash Chandra Sen, 
with a list of exhibits including two dingis, five daos, one axe, twenty* 
four iguana skins, five seers of salt and numerous other articles. 

The police held an inquest on 24th August and the Civil Surgeon 
made post-mortem reports on 25th August on the bodies of Jumman 
Sarder and Afiluddi Shaikh. The Khulna Hospital Sub-Assistant Surgeon 
also made injury re^Kirts on 29th August on the three wounded men 
Mofisuddi Shaikh, Torfan Mia, and Nasiruddi. The Civil Burgeon 
operated on Torfan Mia and extracted a bullet from him. 

The Bistriet Superintendent of Police was sent to the place of occur- 
rence to collect exhibits especially spent cartridges left at a forest station 
and see if any of the poachers were marooned in the forest. 

[A paraffmpk in which the applicability of iection 197, Criminal 
Procedure Code, wot discusted, has been omitted,] 

On 10th September the legal difficulty having been settled, the 
important witnesses having appeared and wounded men being fit for 
examination, I started this enquiry. The procedure adopted was that 
under section 202, Criminal Procedure pleaders both for the 

foresters and poachers attended throu^^ut to assist in the enquiry. 
Owing to the mass of evid^ce it was necessary to record, heavy 
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pxmore of other work, diffievliy experioBced in exeoniing wwrranta 
owing to the remote position of the witnesses’ homes both from the 
local thana and from Khulna, and deliberate evasion of three witnesses 
at the end of the enquiry, it was not possible to close the enquiry 
before 12th October. 1 directed the police to stay submission of charge 
sheets or final report pending result of this enquiry. 

All the statements recorded by the Subdivisional Officer, except 
that of Babu Shibeudru Chatarji, who is in the position of an accused, 
and that of hsherman Matiulla Gasi who was not actually present at 
the of^currence, together with the dying declaration of the wounded 
men, have been incorporated after proof in the evidence recorded by 
me. A voluntary statement not on oath by Abinash Chandra Sen 
has also lieen recorded. I have taken notice of the F. I. R. of Moharali, 
the forest offence report and exhibit lists, the relevant forest 
accounts of ball and blank cartridges, the bullet extracted from Torfan 
Hia and four dingis concetmed in the case. I have examined the 
following witnesses: — 

Mr. A. C. Gupta, Assistant Conservator of Forests. 

Panchanan Das Manji, Faizuddi Shaikh and Chunilal Dey, forest 
boatmen. 

Famuddi Gasl, Thanda Gazi, Esarali and Dhunir (iazi, hshermen 
in forest dingi at the time of occurrence. 

Makaruddi, who lodged F. I. 11., giving false name Moharali, 
arrested by foresters as a poacher some time before the affray. 

Torfan Mia, Mafasruddi and Xiiseruddi, wounded poachers — 
present at the riot. 

Manik, Shedu Sona, Chand Khar, Elem Khan, Nizamuddi, 
Bahiruddi, Mater, Eusuf, Dabiruddi and Assiruddi, poachers — 
present at the riot. 

Rai H, C. Sarkar Bahadur, Civil Surgeon. 

Babu Jogendra Chandra Sen, Suh-Assistant Surgeon. 

Jumman Sarder Hazi, Mat bar of poachers’ village. 

Sadek Aii Gazi, President Panchayet. 

Besides 7umman Sarder and Afiluddi Shaikh, the evidence discloses 
that a third man, Aijuddi Shaikh, was killed either by the same shot 
that wounded Mafieuddi and Nasiniddi and killed Jumman or by 
drowning (not excluding the possibility of being killed by sharks or 
crocodiles). Firing is admitted by Abinash Babu and there is no 
serious dispute that the five persons named were wounded or killed 
by the firing. 1 bave therefore kept fully in mind ibe fact that in 
law the onus of proof that tbe firing was justified would lie upon tbe 
aoeused loreeters. Ho useful purpose will, I think, be served by an 
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^Ifljborata analysis of the evidence in an enquiry of this sort, I haTS 
exiiiiined it all in detail, and find that the following points are 
beyond reasonable doubt: — 

On 21st August a party of not less than 18 men left Golkhali or 
its vicinity in the southern extremity of Paikgacha Thana to poach 
iguanas in the reserved forests. They were in three dinghis. On 23rd 
morning they were at the northern end of the Ambaria Khal near 
where it joins the Bhangra Hiver. Mr. Gupta patrolling in his launch 
directed temj)ordry forestan, Abinash Chandra Sen and Shibendra 
Nath Cbatarji, to searoiiHhe Ambaria Khal from its northern end. 
He left his launch at the eouthem exit near the sea and in his motor 
boat entered another exit from this khal into the Passur with the 
intention of meeting the foresters somewhere in Bara Ambaria Khal. 
On 23rd morning the foresters came u{>on the 3 dinghis of the poachers — 
two on one side of a khal, one on the other. Mokoniddin, Chand 
Khan and Shedu Sona were in charge of these boats preparing meals 
while the rest of the fiarty had gone into the forest to hunt iguanas. 
One fresh iguana skin was on the cover of Mokoruddi’s l)oat. The 
foresters who were in a dinghi with boatmen Panchanan Has, Faituddi 
Shaikh and Chunilul I)ey arrested Mokoruddi. The other two men 
went into the foiest and called the rest of the party. Abinash Chandra 
Sen then fired one ball shot into the bottom of the empty boat of 
Mokoniddin to prevent pursuit, and seeing the single laiat on the 
other side cros.sing towards him, with men in it and 10 or 12 men 
coming out of the fort»st with at least one axe, daos and clubs for 
killing iguanas in their hands made off with prisoners southwards 
wnth the intention of escaping the poachers and joining Mr. Gupta. 
Not less than IG of the poachers followed the foresters in two boats 
with the object of rescuing their arrested companion by force. The 
foresters with difficulty kept ahead, but their boat being slighter in 
build less heavily laden and the two foresters themselves joining in 
the paddling, they retained their lend. The determination of the 
poachers may be gauged by the fact that they followed for at least 
five miles. To shake off the pursuit Abinash Babu fired two blank 
shots in the khal going south and one blank shot near where this khal 
joins at right angles the Bara Ambaria Khal and its continuation 
called Nilbaria Khal. Turning left on reaching this junction, the 
foresters came upon two fishing boots with fishermen asleep on them. 
Abinash Babu roused them in great agitation and even pointed his 
gun at them to get them to join his party. Four out of 6 fishermen 
on the boats at once got on to the foresters' dinghi. After going a 
short way and having been told the danger of the pnnrait, the 
fishermen told the foresters they had taken the wrong turn at the june- 
tion to get to the Paesnr from which direction it had been arranged 
Mr, Gupta would come. The foresters therefore turned and passing 

5 
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i!he fishing boats again stopped a moment to leave Motinlla in place of 
Esarali on the fishing boats as the latter knew the way to the Puevr. 
At that time the poachers boat were in sight coming quickly towards 
the foresters. The two poachers boats were one behind the other with 
covers but an open space at each end. 

The foresters wanted to get past, but the leading boat of the 
poachers ranged alongside on the left of the foresters boat. Abinash 
Babu was standing in the rear half of his boat, one foot on the low 
platform near the centre in the rear half of his boat. The arrested 
man Makaruddi was alongside him, one fisherman behind him and one 
boatman at the helm. Abinash Babu clearly warned the boats not 
to approach. There were several men with paddles, lathis, daos and 
at least one nxe in their hands standing and scpiatting in the front 
of them. A blow at Esarali was warded off with a paddle and a 
warded blow with a lathi hit a l>ontinan on the leg. Mafisuddi and 
Aijuddi were in the front of the leading boat. Their attitude was 
defiant, and Mafisuddi aimed a blow witli a dao at Abinash Babu which 
he avoided just before he fired. r)thers hml daos and lathis in their 
hands. There was some attempt to sink th(‘ foicvsters^ bont by rocking 
it. The first shot was tired by Abinash Babu into the leading boat. 
It hit first Mafizuddin, killed Juinman Sarder, and wounded also 
Xaseruddin. If Aijuddi was shot this shot also hit him. He fell 
into the water and disappeared. 

Meanwhile the He<*ond poacdiers l>oat had c(»me up on the right 
of foresters In^at. Men were standing with an axe ami daos in the 
front of it. A warning cry Hi)prised Abinash Babu of his danger. 
After the first shot, he squatted down as the boat was rocking to 
steady himself. He then rose while loading and turning towards the 
second bcavt aimed his gun at a man in the front with a dao, telling 
him to throw it d(»wii. While still aiming his gun, was caught from 
l>ehind hv a man in the first lH)at. In turning to see his aasailant, 
he gripj>ed the gnn and it went off while still in the aimed position. 
This shot killed Afiluddi and wounded Torfan who were both in the 
second boat. There were only a few seconds between each shot. 

The boats of the poachers then fell away and the foresters at once 
continued their course towards the Passur. On sighting Mr. Gupta’s 
motor boat Abinash Babu fired a blank shot to attract his attention. 
Ho related the whole matter to Mr. Gupta who at once set off down 
Nilbaria Khal to look for the iwachers. He passed one of their 
dinghis deserted near the place of occurrence and came in sight of 
the other diniriii loaded with the poachers a little later. On the 
appearance of his boat, they all, including the 3 badly wounded men, 
leaped into the khal and swam ashore, leaving their boat with the 
dead body of Jumman Sarder and the dying Afiluddi in it. They 
had all got into a single boat to make tbeir way home. Mr. Qnpia 
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secftiied the forest with his men for some time, hut could not tnm 
thw. It api)ear8 that they got ba<^ in batches with the help 
pasemg hshermeii. They managed to recover the holed boat as it was 
later seised with the clear mark of a bullet hole in it by the police 
at the home of the poachers. Ahluddi died the saiue evening. 
Mr. Gupta brought the ^dies and 2 dinghis of the poachers by next 
morning to Khulna. 

Only 2 shots were fired besides the shot into the bottom of the 
empty dinghi and 4 blank shots. All were filed by Bahu Abinash 
Chandra Sen, Babu Shiliendra Nath Chatarji had a gtm but from 
start to finish never fired a shot. 

In my opinion the first shot w'as justified on the ground that 
Abiitash Babu and his companions were in danger of death or grievous 
hurt. The second shot if willed would also have lieeii justified in 
that the dangerous apjiroach of the second boat with men armed with 
deadly wcaiwn*' in it uas a ('ontinuation of the danger caused by the 
first boat's attack. a fact however the shot was accidental cauBe<l 
by gripping the ainoMl gnn t<j ju event interference from some one 
Whiiid. The result of the 2 shots was devastating in the circumstances, 
but the fore*»ters were not responsible for those circumstances. 

My main leason^ for finding the firing justified are: -- 

(1) Xuinorons cases in the past year where Forest officers have 
been attacked c^J>ecially by gangs of igtiana poachers. In one case 
a Dejmty Banger has lH*en maimed for life; in another an Assistant 
( ’<mscrvat<ir wrongfully ('onfined. 

(2) The danger of death when attacked in a small open boat in 
a khal infested with sharks and crocodiles is more real than a mere 
assault on terra-fimia. 

(3) The F. I. R. of Mokaruddin was given by the informant in 
a false name and is a tissue of lies as is proved by the poacher- 
witnesses themselves. 

(4) Ever>'thing preceding the occurrence as descrilied in the offence 
report has been directly or by inference admitted by the poachers 
concerned. 

(5) These preceding facts show a determined intention on the part of 
the poachers to rescue their arrested companion. The foresters certainly 
fied and were pursued relentlessly for not less than 5 miles. The 2 
Bahus paddling themselves, the blank shots, the fact that the poachers 
had DO time to eat their meal which was ready before the pursuit began, 
and the* taking up of the fishermen to strengthen the forest party all 
indicate a flight in fear and relentless pursuit. 
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(6) Tha numarous diacrepftncies amongst the poachers witnesses as 
io the position and distances of the boats at the time of occurrence make 
no reasonable story at all. On the other hand the evidence of the 
foresters and fishermen is coherent and credible. 

(7) Undoubteilly daos and an axe were in readiness when the boats 
closed. The mere absence of wounds in the foresters party does not 
preclude the likelihood that the firing was not a moment too soon. 

(8) The poachers have lied in saying 3 shots were fired at their 2 
boats in the riot and in attempting to implicate Shibendra Babu in the 
firing. 

(9) In the course of the enquiry the poachers finding their story 
^ing to pieces wanted to “ compromise ** the case. 

(10) As Government officers doing their duty and armed for the 
purpose of self-defence, the foresters are entitled to a charitable view 
of their state of mind at the time of firing in the absence of any clear 
evidence of recklessness, undue j>anic or mere zid. 

I have directed the i>olice to submit final rej)ort in the case against 
them and charge sheet against the poachers. If a naraji petition is 
made, it will Iw dealt with according to law. It does not seem to mo a 
fit case in which Goveniment should put its servants in the dock, as my 
enquiry has l)e<*n sufficiently thorough to exonerate them. 

H. Qri.NTO.v, 

District Matfistrate^ Khulna. 

7 he nth October 1028. 

triJut HACENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer (e), 
will the Ilon’ble MemWr l>e pleased to state if Government appiove 
of the use of the Forest launch.’^ 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I disallow' that question. 


Unstirrad QuMtions 

(antufM to wtil€li mn lalil on Hit taMt). 

Huptiortyan Rivtr EmlMnluiitiit, iNOiOh In Koltgiiat RilliMiy irkigt. 

IS. tNbtt dlTENDRALAL BANNERdEE: (a) Is the Hon’Ue 
Ifember in ohfrge of the Department of Irrigation aware that a sluice 
on the eastern embankment of the Rupnarayan river^ to the immediate 
north of the Rupnarayan Railway bridge at Kolaghat, has given wayf 
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If 80, will tbe Hon’ble Member be pleased to state why «a 
attempt has been made te repair or replace the sameP 


(e) Is it a fact that this gap in the embankment, by letting in 
the salt flood water of the river, is causing hardship to the people 
of the village Nowpala which lies on the east bank of the riverP 


(</) If so, what steps, if any, do the Government intend to taka 
in the matter? 


The Hoii’bla Nawab Bahadur SAIYIO NAWAB ALI OHAU- 
DHURIf Khan Bahadufi of Dhanbari: (a) The said sluice gave way 
a good many years agt). 

The embankment in which the sluice was situated is not a 
Government embankment, as it was abandoned shortly after the Rail* 
way was opened. 

(r) It has been reported that salt water enters a portion of the 
area referred to. 

(//) No steps are proj>ohed to be taken, but no obje<‘tion would bo 
raised to the closing of the breach in the old embankment by the people 
afle<‘ted. 


Mr. dOGEBH CHANDRA GUPTA: With reference to answor 
(f/), will the Ilon’ble Member in charge l>e pleased to state why Govern- 
ment 4 lo iHit [iropose to piotect the people by repairing the l)rea<'hea 
in the old einbunkinent ? 


The Hofi’blo Niwab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURIf Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: G<»veriiitieiit are not liound 
under the law to rejiair what is not a Government embankment; it 
is for the pf*ople to do it. 

Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA CUPTAl Is it not one of the duties 
of Government to look after the interests of the people and pn»teci 
(Derisive cries of “ No,” No,” from Tongress members.) 


Mr* PRESIDENT: I disallow that question. 

Ifkr. dOCEBH CHANDRA CUPTAl Is it not the duty of Oovein- 
meni to protect the people from injury caufied by tbe breaches in tha 
embankment ? 
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TIM H0n*M9 NaMi* BalUMhir tMIYID IIAWAB AUl CNAU- 
DHURIf Klum BtAmdmtf Bt DBaiiliarlS Gomerament have already 

given up the embankment, and they are not bound to maintain it 
any longer. 

Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Do I understand the Hon’ble 
Member to say that Government have given up the duty of looking 
after the interests of the people and their trusteeship? 

Tht Hofi’M NmMi BMiadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURIi Khan Bahadtiri of Ohanboris I did not say the duty of look* 
ing after the interests of the people, but that of repairing the embank- 
ment. It is an old one, and was given up by Goveniment when a 
new retired embankment was built. 

Mauivi ABUL KASEMs Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
state whether it is not a fact that the cost of repairing and main- 
taining this embankment and the emlmnkment on the DamcKlar is 
realised from the Burdwan Raj? 


Tha Hon’bla Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURIi Khan Bahadurp of Dbanbari: I do not know. There is no 
information. 


Rants and salamis on transfer of holdings in CovarnnMnt and Covarn- 
mant-managad astatas. 

17. Mauivi NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Memlter in charge of Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be 
pleased to lay (ui the table a statement showing — 

(*) the graas colletdion respectively of rents and $alamU on 
transfer of holdings in the Government estates and pro- 
(mrtion <»f the sainmii to gross rentals in each of the years 
from l8Ho to 1928, Ijoth inclusive: 

(li) the gross collection respectively of rents and $alamU on trans- 
fer of holdings in the private estates now under the 
management of Court of Wards, the proportion of the 
mlwi to gross rentals in each of the years during which 
such estates have been under the management of Court 
of Wards; and 
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the earliest year or years in which talamu on transfer of a 
holdini^ and . ialamii on transfer of a part of a holding 
respectively were firat recovered in the Government estates? 

•Tto HM’bto Sir raOVASH OHUNDBR MITTERi (.) and (i.) 
The information is not available. 

(m*) As far as can be ascertained, salami, both on transfer of a 
holding* and on transfer of a jiart of holding, was first realised in 
Government estates in 1919, 


MiUlvi NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI; Will the Hon’ble MeinW 
in charge be pleased to state whether it is the practice of Government 
to keep separate accounts for rent and for sahirni? 


The Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: If by that 
question is meant at the headfjjuarters of Government, no. But I may 
tell the hon’ble member that we tried our Wst to collect all the 
information that he wants. The first information that he wants is 
the gross collection respectively of rents and saJawis on transfers of 
holdings in the Government estates and proportion of the salamh to 
gross rentals in each of the years from 1885 to 1928, Indh inclusive. 
Well, we referred the matter to the Board of Hevenue. and the Board 
in turn referred it to the District (»Hu‘ers. It is apparent that it 
would involve great expense and labour for many months before this 
could be gathered. 

The next information the hon^ble meinl)er wants is the gioRS 
collection respectively of rent.s and salamis on transfer of holdings 
in the private e.states now under the management of Court of Wards, 
the projKirtion of the salami to gross rentals in each of the years during 
which such estates have been under the management of Court of Wards. 
Well, this also is very, very difficult. In one estate, namely, that of 
the Nawab Bahadur of Dacca, the gross colleidion is Rs. 19 lakhs, 
and it has been found to l)e very difficult to separate the figures even 
in this one estate, as, if you want to find them out, it will be necessary 
to examine the doily accounts for each year. So, it will apjiear that 
to collect information for all the Court-of- Wards estates would require 
an enormous expense of time, money and labour. 


llWlvf NURUL MIfQ SHi^yilHUflll Will the Hoo’Ue Member 
be pleased to state that if no separate account is kept for rent and 



QUEsnoirs. 


[7th Vieb. 


7i 

salami, how does he get his infonnation that salami, both on transfer 
of a holding and on transfer of part of a holding, was first realised 
in Government estates in 1919? 


Tha Hoil*bla Sir l»IIOVAiH CHUNDER MITTERs Because, in 
1918, at a Conference of Divisional Commissioners, this procedure was 
recommended, and in 1919 orders were passed. 

Khtn Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to lay a copy of that circular on tin table of the House? 

Tha Hon’bla Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER; I have not got 
it with me; 1 want notice of this (piestion. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: I now give notice of this 
question. Will the Hon^ble Member be pleased to state whether there 
is any uniformity of rates so far ns Government estates and the 
Court-of- Wards estates are concerned? 


Tha Hon’hle Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I have no 
information with me at the jiresent moment. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: AVill he take this as a 
further question for reply? The next question I ^ihould like to ask is: 
whether Government consider it legiil to realise uilamis in part trans- 
fers of holdings? 

Tha Hon’hia Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Yes. The 
rulings on the subject are peitectly clear. It is only by evasion that 
it can be esca]>e(1. 

Khan BalUMhir Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Is the Hon ble Member 

aware of the fact that this practice on the part of Government has set 
a very atrocious example to the |H»ople of Bengal? 

Tha Han’hia 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: No, certainly 
not. The practice it perfectly legitimate. 
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m Mayivi NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURIs Will th« Hon'bl# 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department W pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing the number and proportion of 
officers of the Government belonging to each of the following claasea 
and the total amount and proportion of salaries, allowances and other 
remunerations received by each class during the financial year 1927- 
28 or the latest complete year for which the figui*es are available — 

(а) Hindus belonging to the Brahmins, Baidyas and Kayeethaa; 

(б) Hindus belonging to the Brahmo and Arya Samaj; 

(c) Hindus belonging to other castes; 

(d) Moslems; 

(c) others (excluding the Europeans and Anglo-Indians)? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: A statement is laid on the 
table. 
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Caloiitta ami Kharagpiir rials. 

IS, Maulvi NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Police Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement relating to Calcutta riots of 1926 (first phase and 
second phase) and Kharagpur riots of 1928, showing — 

({) the total number of deaths and other casualties among Hindus 
and Moslems; 

(iV) the total number of Hindus and Moslems arrested by the 
police ; 

(Ut) the total number of Hindus and Moslems sent up for trial; 
and 

(iV) a classified list according to charges under the Pertial Code 
or other laws under which Hindus and Moslems were in 
each case sent up for trial and the punishments awarded 
by courts of law in their respective cases? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY* (;), (H) and (Hi) A state- 
ment is laid on the table. 

(iv) A statement of offences and punishments at Kharagpur is laid 
on the table. The preparation of a similar statement for Calcutta 
would entail so much time and labour that (rovernmeiit are not pre- 
pared to undertake the task, but the member is referred to the 
statement mode in reply to starred question No. I'l asked at the 
meeting of this Council held on the 12th July, 1926. 


(Statement rrffrrrd to in the repl\/ to chiufcs Hi) and (Hi) of «rv- 
Starred question .\o. 19 nJatinq to Calcutta riots of 1926 and 
Kharagpur riots of 1928, 



Culoutto riot#-— Firtt mnd 
■eoond phft»e. 

Kharagpur liota. 






(1) KUIed 

54 

50 

14 

15 

Injured (teui to bospit*]) 

499 

451 

24 

7 

<i) Armetod 

432 

725 

132 

59 

(9) Sent up for trial 

227 

553 

109 

55 
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SUU 9 fMnt referred to in the teply to clause (tV) of Ufsstwrred queetioit 

A’o. 19. 

ClMifM IM aooording to offaiMoi of poraom oont up with tko rooutt 
of trial— Kharagpur riota. 




Htndua. 

Muhammadana, 

8«ctk)iia of 
Ukw of Indian 
Penal Code or 
other code*. 

Penona 

aent 

up. 

Peraooa 
coDvirted with 
aeoteonr 

Penona 

Acquit- 

ted 

Penona 

aUll 

under 

trial. 

Penona 

•ent 

up. 

Penona 
oonvlctad with 
aentenoe. 

Penona 

acquit- 

ted. 

Penona 

atUt 

under 

trial. 
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HindiM. 


Mnhmwimtoa* 

Secikitti of 
Uiw of lodbin 
PewUCodoar 
otb« cod«t. 

PemMM 

mat 

vp. 

PmoRji 
ocmvlctcd with 
wntoiiec. 

Penoos 

•caoit- 

Penooa 

•tiU 

imdcf 

triftl. 

1 

PenCHia 

■ent 

up. 

PenoM 
craviclafi with 
■enteaen. 

Penona 

aoqnlt- 

ftad. 

Fenoaia 

•tui 

widar 

ttiaL 

1 

B 

3 

B 

5 

« 

7 

S 

1 

9 

107, C. P. C. 

6 

4 (on ftonMl 3 
mt mim and 

1 to OXKrUU) 
a bund of 
lU. 25 for S 
montliM). 

2 

1 

10 

1 13 (bound 

down for 006 
year). Some 
of them were 
modified or 
let aaidc on 
! appeal by 

1 Seaalona 
! Judge. 

8 


JS8, 1. P. C. 

53 

44 

1 rini- 

t>l<; iinprlm>n- 

ttioiit. 2 ; 2 

iiioDtnt’ ri- 
gorou* tni- 
primintnmt, 

15 ; iMfUnd 
down for 3 
month*' 5 ; 
adnionltlofi, 

15 : 15 day*' 
rig«jrnu* fm- 
prlwinment, 

1 : flu«d a*. 

15, 4 ; fined 
Jia. 10. 2. 
(Somti of theM: 
(>onvil'Uon« 
were modi- 
fied or net 
a*lde by tiie 
HiMwioa* 
Judge). 

fi 

1 


20 

! n 

Admonltbn. 

H ; 8 roonUiK* 

1 ligorou* im- 
prisonment. 

2 2 month*’ 

1 rlgorou* irn- 
pnnonment. 

1 

(Some of the*e 
ftmvictioii* 
were nwxll- 
tled or *et 
aulde lij 

Senilon* 
Judge) 

0 


144, (• IV (V 


(1) Ordered 

to leave 

Kharagpur 
town for two 
month* and 
not rxmie 

within 15 
tiiileK. IS 

(2) OrderiMi 

to leave ! 

K haragpur 
town for two 
month* and 
not ctniH' 

within 5 

mite*, 2. 


3 

;t 

fl) Orilennl 
to leave 

Kharagpur 
tvm\ for 2 
month* and 
not to ctwue 
within 15 
mile*. 2 
(2) Ordered 
to Uiave 

Kharagpur 
town for 2 
month* and 
not to eonw 
niihin 5 

mile*, 1. 
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103 
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Mauivi NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state that having regard to the fact that the casualties 
among the Hindus and Muhammadans were almost evenly balanced, 
bow is it that the number of Muhammadans sent up for trial was more 
than twice the number of Hindus? 

Ttii HtnHMt Mr« A« N» MORERLYt 1 have not been into this 
question, I want fresh notioe. 
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Hailhi 'NtlllUL Him eHAUDttURI: Will the Hon’Ue Member 
be fleaied to state whether this is not due to the fart that the number 
of Hindu officers in the Calcutta Police is nearly three tiuies that of 
Hnhnmiuadan officers? 

Hr. PRdlOEHT: 1 disalh^w that question. 


AittetaHC HmHH Oflioers for tN Ryini Health OrganiMtkm 
Sohemo. 

20. Biribu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: {a) Will the llon ble 

Minister in charge of the Dejiartiiient of Local SelMlovernment be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that some 60 medical students with 
(juaJifications of Sub-Assistant Surgeons were taken in hy the Public 
Health Depaitinent under Dr. Bentley in 1027 f(»r the purpose of 
being trained as A'isistanf Health (tfticers for the Rural Health 
Organisation Scheme? 

il>) Is it a tact that Rj». KM) was realised from each student fot 
such training mi the un(h‘rstanding that the successful students would 
he provided with nf>pointinents under the District IhmrdsP 

(c) Will the Hon’hle Minister Ik* pleased to state — 

{i) the number of studeiils who have passed the examination so 
held ; and 

(jji tlic number provitled with the promise<1 apixuntments? 

iJ) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the delay has brought ruin 
upon many students as they had given up their former posts and joined 
the training class upon the assurance of a direct appointment? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state whether there is 
any proposal before the Government to provide those students with 
appointments? 

(/) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’blf 
Minister be pleased to state whether any scheme has Wn prepared at 
to their status, pay and prospects? 

MINiSTER in eharga of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL tELF- 
GOVERNMENT (tfio Hofi^lilo Roia BlmpoiMlra Niroyaii Sinlio 

iohidlir, of Noill^r): in) Forty-one candidates having regittrnbl© 
medical licentiate qualifications were admitted in the Assistant Health 
Officers’ training class under the Bengal Public Health Department. 
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(b) Every candidute waa required to pay a fee of a hundred rupees 
for tuition and a separate fee of ten rupees for his examination, but 
no guarantee was given that the successful candidates would be pro- 
vided with appointments under the District Boards. 

(c) (i) Twenty-four. 

(u) Up to date eight under District Boards and two under the 
Public Health Department. 

(d) Government have no information. 

(e) District Boards have shown an unforeseen disinclination to 
amploy medical licentiates in preference to Sanitary Inspectors on 
account of the higher salaries expected by the former. It is, however, 
expected that employment will be available for all these students in 
the near future. 

(/) Those who are employed in the rural public health organisa- 
tion l>ecome the servants of District Boards and it is their employers 
who in the first instance decide what their status, pay and prospects 
will be. Government only exercise control to this extent, that the 
Government grant towards the cost of a thnna unit is not payable unless 
the Director of Public Health has approved of the rates of pay and 
allowances and the conditions of service of the staff employed. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE; Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Assistant Tlealth Officers have the same 
functions ns Sanitary Inspectors? 

The Hon’bla Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, 
Wf NathipurS Practically the same, except that they do not do the work 
of vaccination. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state on what materials he has based his answer in (c) 
that District Boards have shown an unforeseen disinclination to employ 
<iualified men such us medical licentiates in preference to Sanitary 
Inspectors on account of the higher salaries expected by the former? 

Tha Hon*blt Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, 
qif Nashipur: As a matter of fact, 270 centres have been opened and 
of these 262 employ fsanitary In8i*ectors. This figure shows the 
District Boards’ disinclination. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
nware that so far as the perc^entage of the appointment of Sanitary 
Inspectors is coKicerned, the District Boards have nothing to do except 
that they got a letter from Government saying that such and such 
];>ersons have been appointed? 
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^ NM«te fta|a ■NUflNDM NMIA^N tTtmn ■rtlilii. 
•f liiwlitpiirt No. ’ 

KIMii SdlMhlf Mwihri AZIZUL HAQUEi Do I understand tbni 
this is not a fact, or that Government have no information f 

tin Han’blt Ra|a IHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA SahaAir, 
of NaaMpur: I am not aware of it: I want fre.sh notice. 

Khan Bahadur MauIvlgilZIZUL HAQUE • I irive iKftiie of B frwli 

question: “On what inatftriHls has this answer been framed P “ The 
information may be furnished to this House. 

BabU AKHIL CHANDRA OATTAs Will the Hon^de Minister 
be pleased to eiiFijfhten us whether there is any rlusa for training these 
officers? 

Tilt Hon’bit Raja BHURENORA NARAYAN tINHA Birfiaitoi 
•f Nasb^r: There was formerly ; it has now been closed, 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Where did all the money 
received in fees mentioned in answer (6) go? 

Tht Hofi*blt Raja BHURENDRA NARAYAN iINHA Bailitfbrp 
of Nasblpiirs Presumably, they were spent on the ex{)enses of the 
class. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: <hi the expenses of training? 

TN Hon’bla Raja BHURENDRA NARAYAN BINHA Bbhadurp 
of Nath^r: Yes. 

Bibo AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Where did ibis money go to 
in the first instance? I mean who received the money? 

Tba Hon’blt RaJt BHURENDRA NARAYAN SINHA BabaSur, 
of Naobipur: The Treasury. 

p.m. 

Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Where were the clasaet hold? 

Tba H0ii%ls Raja BHURiNDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bbboiiir, 
Sf NaMIpart In the Calcutta Technical SchooL 


6 
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Mta MOUL a W A M IIA MffMt if ao gwsniM given 

that tha sttccaasfal candidates would be provided with appointmenis, 
was there any assurance given that they would be provided with 
appointments after the passing of their examination? 

TN HMt’blf Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN tlMHA Baiiaiur» 
af NaatlifHfrt None was given by Government. 

Mr. dOGEBH CHANDRA CUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister con- 
vinced that no further improvement in sanitary affairs is needed in 
Bengal ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is no question. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: If not, why the classes have 
been diseontimied? 

Tlia Han’bla Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Batiadurp 
of NaabifNir: Bef unse there is no provision at present. Only two of 
the sufc-essful candidates have been appointed. At present there are 
more officers who have passed the examination but have not been 
provided with appointments. There is no demand tor such training. 

Mf« ilOGEBH CHANDRA CUPTA: Is it a fact that as yet all 

the distriirts have not been provided with Sanitary Inspectors or at 
least half of them? 

Tha Hofi'bla Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Batiadurp 
af Nasbipur: Sanitary Inspectors have l>een a]>pointed in the districts 
which required them. 

Kban Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to issue a circular to all the District Boards 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I do not allow that question — it is a request 
for action* 


Giroumitafioia af ax-ditanu Naratb Cbandra CbaucRittry*! daatb. 

21. SHJul NAGENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state 
whether the Government have any information as to the disease which 
Naiesh Chandra Chaudhury died from? 

(h) Is it a ItM^t that he died from tuberculosis? 

(o) Is it a fact that he contracted tuberculosis while in intenuneiit? 
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{J) Wlien was be Brst amsiedP 

{&) How many times was be interned, and at wbat places P 

(/) When was be released last? 

(p) Was any information conveyed to Government that the said 
ditefm was suffering from any disease while under internment? 

(h) If so, was tbe said ditenu placed under medical treatment or 
any medical observation? 

(t) If tbe answer to (h) is in tbe affirmative, will tbe Hdn’ble 
Member be pleased to state tbe nature of tbe medical treatment be bad 
or tbe report of tbe medical examination? 

(;) If tbe detenu was suffering from any disease, was tbe amount of 
bis monthly allowance increased therefor? If not, why not? 

(k) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state tbe different 
reasons why Naresb Chandra Cbaudhury was several times arrested 
and interned? 


(/) Have tbe Government made any provisions for the maintenance 
of the aforesaid riiaudburyV family? 


The Hofl’bie Mr. A. N. MOBERLYS and (h) Government have 
no information as to tbe circumstances of Naresb Chandra Cbaudhury ’s 
death. A petition for an allowance was received from him in July, 
1928, over a year after he had been released under section 11 (7) (a), (5) 
and (r). The petition stated that he was suffering from ** a cold, 
cough and severe disorder of the stomach and was totally invalidated.*^ 

(r) No. 

(d) In March, 1916. 

(e) He was arrested twice. Government are not prepared to state 
the names of the places of internment. 

(f) On July 8(h, 1927. 

(g) Yes. 

(h) Yes. 

(f) He was treated for pneumonia by a Sub-Assistant Surgeon and 
also by private practitioners. 

(i) No, because a grant for medical expenses was given. 

(k) Government are not prepared to publish this information. 

(f) No, but he was given a compassionate grant in July, 1928, ia 
consideration of his condition and i'.fuuiual difficulties. 


Bi*tt dOGINORA CHANDRA OHAKRAVARTiS With regard 
to answers (a) and (b)« will tbe Govemment be pleased to make aa 
enquiry with regard to the disease of which tbe ditmm died? 
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TN Hwi’Mt Mr. A. N. MOiERLYs No. 

eabu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: With refereace to 
answer (i), will the Government be pleased to state why was he treated 
by 0 Hob-Assistant Hur^^eon and not by a Civil Surgeon? 

TN HOil’Mt Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: As far as I remember he was 

in home domicile and w’us i*esi>onsible for his own treatment. 

Bibu JDGINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI 8 With reference to 
answer (J), will the Ilon'ble Meinl)er be pleased to state the amount 
of the grant for medical expenses that was given? 

Tho Hon'bia Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: No; that is a matter between 
the dStenu and ourselves. 

Bibu JOCINDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: With reference to 
answer (f), will the Hon*ble Member be pleased to state the amount 
of the grant that was given? 

Thu Hofl*blt Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: No, for the same reason. 

Babu BEdOY KRISHNA BOSE: Will the Hon^ble Member be 
pleased to state the period of his illness before he was released? 

TN Hon'blo Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I must ask for notice of this 
question. I can only say that he was ill off and on for a long 
time. 

BN^ BE40Y KRISHNA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state w’hat was the total amount given for medical expenses 
during the period of his illness? 

TN Hofl*bli Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: It is not possible to answer this 
question. He was ofwrated upon while in jail. 


Pay af IN miniilariil alfiot n In IN nMifaasM Comts nml Ravamit 

olltoii. 

82. SH|itt NAOENDRA NATH SENi Will the Hon’Ue Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state what action 
has been taken to enhance the pay of the ministerial officers in the 
mulaasal Cml and Criminal Courts and Rereaue offices under the 
Bengal Ootenunenlf 
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Iti Mr. A« N. MOBBRLYt Qov«niine&t liAve ooiuiid6i«d 

tlie ioilef of pay of mimttaiial offieen in Bavanna and Jndiioiai offioai 
and teve decided to make no change in the ecalee. 


MNl AKHIL OHANDRA DATTAs Hue the Government con* 
sidered the case of the typists F 

TIm HanHlIa Mr. A. N. MOBfRLY: No. The question relates to 

ministerial officers and not to t^'pistsF 

Ktean Bahailifr Maillvi AZIZUL HAQUEz Does the answer include 
the ministerial officers under the District Magistrates alfioP I find 
that the st^ales of the ministerial officers in Revenue and Judicial 
offices are not to be increased. Does it include the ministerial officers 
of the District Magistrates F 


The Hofi*bla Mr. A. N. MOBERLYs The question as regards tha 
ministerial officers estublishinent of District Mugistrutes does not con- 
cern the Judicial Department. 


NON-OFFICIAL BUtINEBt. 

Non-ofllelal Mambora’ Bills. 

Tha Bengal Village BeN-Govemment (Amendment) Billy 1BI8« as 
passed on the Btb Aiigiaet« 192B. 

Mr. FREBIDENT: I have it ill command from His Excelleniw fo 
put liefore the Council the Bengal Village Self-Government (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1928, by Rai Harendmnuth Chaudhuri, which has been 
returned by His Excellency under section 81 A (/) of the Government 
of India Act for recoiisidenitioo by the Council togeUier with the 
amendments recommended by His Excellency, of which copies have 
already been supplied to you. I shall now put the amendments one 
by one before you in accordance with the provisions of section 66 of 
the Rules and Standing Orders. They will then be open to discus- 
sion in the same manner as clauses of a Bill during the oonstderation 
stage, and the amendments of which notice has 1)een given and have 
been approved by me, may be at once moved by those members in 
whose name they stand. 

Mr. IL N. ROY I On a point of order. Sir. I nnderitand you wont 
to move certain amendments, but I do not know to which motkm those 



NON^FFICUL MEMBERS' BILLS. 


fTxH EfeB. 


se: 

amendments relate. There must be some substantial motion before 
the Housoi to which the amendments proposed to be moved should 
relate. In the absence of any such motion, I do not think these 
amendments can be moved. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Do yon refer to the amendments recommended 
by His Excellency the Governor? 

Mr. D. N. ROY: Yes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You are ahscdutely mistaken Mr. Roy, because 
section 81 A (7) of the (fovernment of India Act provides that His 
Excellency the Governor, when he finds that he cannot accept a Bill 
as passed by the Council, may return the Bill to the (k)uncil for recon- 
sideration either in whole or in part to^fether with any amendments 
which he may rw'ommeiid. His Excellency was, therefore, in order 
in recommending these amendments, and under section 66 I have to 
put the amendments l)efore the Hrmse, which hjive got to be taken 
U8 (lulv moved, to In* voted upon, after discussion, as amendments to 
the Bill. 

Mr. Di N. ROY : Another (mint of order. May 1 quote the rele- 
vant portion of section 81 A of the G(»vernTnent of India Act? The 
section .says ** Where a Bill has been jwissed by a local Legislutiv'e 
('ouncil, the Governor may return the Bill U> the Council for recon- 
sideration either in wlode or in iwrt together with any amendments 
whi(^h he may recommend. That is to say, the Governor asks the 
Council to take up the second i*eading of the Bill again and also certain 
nmendmeiita which he recommends. Therefore, the law lays down 
that a motion must l>e Iwfore the House for the second reading, of 
which there must be amendments. Without this, these amendments 
cannot l)e moveil, I lay spcndal sti^ss on the words “ together with 
any amendments ** and I submit that these amendments cannot be 
moved. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not agree with you. 1 rule that when 
His Excellency the Governor takes action under section 81 A (/) of the 
Government of India Act, the Bill eoncemcHl is automatically taken 
back to the consideration stage in respect of such clauses as have been 
exposed afresh by His Excellency's action. No motion need, ther^ 
fore, be made by the member in charge of the Bill to make its recon- 
sideration possible by the Council. 

Mr. D. N. ROYl May 1 know why is it necessary that tbe third 
raedifiir tf%f thn Bill akrtuld 0 vtntt ilfev>nna4ie 
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RRESIOBNTt That is necessary because if the procedure with 
regal^ to the tJiird reading is not gone through it may be said that ^ 
Bill m subsequently altered by the Council, if such be the casO) was 
not passed by the OounciL 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I enquire whether under 
section 81 A of the Government of India Act it is not contemplated 
that the whole Bill should be liefore the House and no member should 
be entitled to speak on the other [wri of the Bill in addition to the 
amendments? It seems to me veiy clear that the Bill should bo sent 
to the Council along with the amendments. The question is whether 
we should discuss only the amendments or the amendments along 
with the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not necessary as you cannot re-o|>en all 
the clauses of the Bill, His Excellency having simply I'ccommended 
certain amendments to certain clauses of the Bill. He has not sent 
back the whole Bill. 

Mr. D. N. ROY: May 1 know who wnll move these omendmonts? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Under section GO of the Standing Orders I have 
to put these amendments one by one and you are to take them as 
duly moved. Theiv will then be a g<*neral discussion on them and 
they will be vote<l ujxin in the same manner us ordinary amendments 
to a Bill. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: May I point cmi that the pnn 
cedure of the w'hole Bill not being [mt l)ef<»re the House has resulted 
in this difficulty that if certain araendmeiits which have Wen proposed 
are carried, while the other provisions of the Bill remain, these 
amendments will lie ineffectual. I can cite particularly Srijut Tarak- 
nath Mukerjea’s amendments; he has iwoposed certain amendments to 
the provisions going to W put Wfore the House; if those amendments 
are carried, there are other provisions of the Bill which nullify the 
amendments. 1 am pointing out this only to dmw your ottention 
whether the whole Bill ought to come up, ns otherwise such difficulties 
will arise. 

8-45 p.m. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 have already decided that point; but, do yew 
mean that consequential amendments may be necessary? 


Mr. JODiiH CHANDRA CUPTAt Yes. 
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•Hr. FSSilOSilT^ Bui eonaeqiMiiital antendmentt may idf^ya be 
BMida, if required. 

Dn BIOHAN CHANDRA ROYS Sir, my point is ibis. It is the 
way you look at the Bill as a whole. If the whole Bill is before us, 
theu it will be easier for us to follow the consequential amendments. 

Hr. RRCSIDCNTS Dr. Eoy, if you read section 81A (1) of the 
Government of India Act you will find that the Governor may send 
back a Bill either in whole or in part and m the present case he has 
not sent back the whole Bill, as I have aRiady told you. 


Billf clause 2. 

Wtft PREilDCNTs The question is that — 

(i) to proposed section 20 (J) the following shall be added, vis. : — 
Subject to the upiwoval of the District Magistrate: 

Provided that if the Union Board fails, within two months from 
the time when the vacancy occurs or from the date when the dis- 
approval of the District Magristrate is communicated to the Union 
Board, to make an appointm^mt, the Ibstrict Magistrate shall appoint 
any person whom he thinks fit to W a dafadar or a chaukidar.’* 

MINISTER in ohirgn of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
OOVERNMENT (tho Hon’blo Rojt Bhu|Mmlni Naroyan Sinha Ball*- 
diifi of Naaliipiir)s Th is and the rest of the amendments referred to 
the Council by His Excellency the Governor aim at restoring to the 
District Magistrate the minimum amount of control over the village 
Police which His Excellency thinks necessary for the peace and safety 
of the rtinil areas of Bengal. I have very little to say on the subject 
because all the arguments agttinst doing away with this control are 
contained in tie speeches delivered by my Hon’ We colleague, and 
reinforced by Mr. Hopkyns and those non-official members who opposed 
the precipitate posmug of this Bill on the 6th of August last. If, 
owing to the breakdown of the loud speakers, members could not hear 
the Hon’ We Nawab Sahib properly, I may point out that they have 
since had the opportunity to read his speech in the printed proceedings. 
I would only reiterate certain points which were left unanswered or 
not efectively msswered in the former debate by the suppmrters of the 
Bill. There was, for instance, no reply to the statement that in no oiviL 
ised country, however democratic its institution, has untmameUed 
authority over the rural police been entraated to a local body^ 1 
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repUd tliia statement and would ask tke members of ibis Oounoil wby 
is i| that Bengal should shut its eyes to the coUeotive wisdom and 
expSVSenoe of advanced communities in all other ports of the woirld. 
Bai Hanendranath Ohaudburi in his speeches said a great deal about 
the Act of 1870 which left the panchayat free to appoint whom they 
liked as village chaukidars; and allowed them within certain limit# 
to fix the number and the salaries of the village police. He skated 
lightly over the fact that the system had already prove<l a failui*e and 
had to be abandoned. It was given up Wcause it was not succn^ssful 
and not out of any desire to give more power to the District Magis* 
trate. Apart from this there is no analog>' Wtween eouditious under 
the old Act of 1870 and the Village »Self-Government Act of to-day. 
The Union Board is a bo<ly which contains a two-thirds electesl ele- 
ment, which chooses its own prt»sident, having a lifetime of three 
years. There is a vast diffei*ence Wtween such a ImmIv and the old 
panchayat who w'ere simply the nominees of a District Magistrate 
and could be removed by him at any time if they abusetl their ]a)wers. 
Under the old system, the District Magistrate simply <lelegate<l |mri 
of his authority to his own nominees among the villagt*rs. If they 
did not fulfil his wishes he took away their jmwers and delegiited them 
to others. 

Another point left unanswered vras the Hon’ble Nawab Sahib V 
allusion to .section of the Act by which the Union Board^s pt^wers 
to ap])oiut any establishment other than dafudars and chaukidars are 
subject to the l^ocal Bcmrd’s control. By leaving this section untouched 
he has shown that the real ohje(*t of his Bill is not to free Union 
Boards from its trammels hut to undermine the District Magistrate'* 
authority. The proviso to this amendment is simply to make i»rovi- 
sion for the situation that might arise should the Union Board fail 
to make a nomination. 

As regards the amendment to be moved hy Mr. Tarakiiath Mukerjea 
transferring power from the District Magistrate to the Uhairman of 
the District Board, I must ask the mover of this amendment to refer 
himself to the Village Self-Doveniment Act when be will see that 
the law provides for a sort of diarchy in the system of control for 
Union Boards. In matters concerning dafadars and chaukidars, Union 
Boards are controlled by the District Magistrate who is responsible' 
for law and order in his district. 

As regards what 1 may call the nation-building activities of Unioti 
Boards, they are under the control of the District Board, which ia 
responsible for cominanica lions, primary education, public health aiuf 
so on in the district. The Chairman of the District Board has nothings 
to do with the village police, and to make the proposed change would 
be entirely contrary to the principles underlying the Act cooeemed. 
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A« for the amendment proposed by Eai Satyendra ITath Boy Chou* 
•dhnri Bahadur by which the words with the canounwee of the 
Union Board '' are to be added to this proviso, I must point out that 
the whole object of this proviso is to 


Mr. PRESIDENTS Order, order, you cannot refer to that amend* 
ment at this stage because it has not }>een moved as yet. 

TIm Hon’bto Rajn BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA BahMliirt 
^ NasIlipUfS With your permission I shall explain this later on. 

I tiiist that what I have stated will appeal to the members of the 
House, and especially those who have taken the trouble to study the 
Act with a view to suggesting amendments therein. 

The following amendment, which stood in the name of Rai Satyendiu 
Nath Roy Ohoudhuri Bahadur, was called but not moved; — 

“ That in amendment No. («) to clause 2 of the Bill in the proviso, 
lines 6 and 6, to pro|X)sed section 20 (7), after the words Magristrate 
shall np|K>int the following words be inserted, namely: — 

“ with the concurrence of the rnion Board. 


Babu BEdOY KRISHNA BOSE: I lag to oppose this amendment. 
I have listened with the greatest attention to the vety learned thesis 
on the Inmetits of the Union Boards read out for our benefit by the 
Hon’ble Minister. The (juestioii lM»fore the House is not whether the 
Union Boards are better than the Panchayat Unions or whether the 
IHsirict Boards have any contml over the Union Boards. The plain 
question Insfore the House i.s — -who is going to np]X)int the chaukidnrs 
and dafudars? Even in a small mutter like this, when this House 
passed the other day a Bill by which the ix>wer of appointment was 
to the members of the Union Board, we find that the advisers 
of His Excellency have advised him to send Wck this Bill as uiiaccept* 
aide to the Ooveru ment. That is an earnest, Sir, of what we are going 
to get in the shape of I'efomis at the hands of the Simon Ci^mmission. 
Now, the most wonderful thing is this — the Hon’ble Minister who 
to*day reads out a speech in favour of this amendment was the one who 
voted on the 6th of August, 1928, along with us, the members on this 
eide of the House, in favour of the motion of R4ii Harendranath Chau* 
dhuri. That was in the days when his conscience was clear, when 
lie could vote at his ease. Now, Sir, he is — I am not going to say 
the servant of Ctovemment — but he is a brown bureaucrat, and he 
bee changed his opinion. Possibly he ibought it best not to deliver 
an eMtempore speech but to read out eomething written by one of 
lue official subordinates or superiors, whoev^ he might be. Now ae 
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to questiott whether the Uttion Boards should appoiiit the ehauki* 
dare and dafadars or the District Magistrate will do so, I shall read 
out t9 you. Sir, a portion of the speech delivered by the President ol 
a Union Board, not a political agitator, not even a Congressman. At 
the last annual meeting of the Union Boards Association of the dis* 
trict of the 24-Parganas, which was of^ened by the Hon'ble Sir 
P. C. Mitter when he was the Minister in charge of Local Self-Govern- 
ment and in which Mr. Sachse and others w^ere present, the President 
of that Conference read out a speech. In that 8j>eech in the presence 
of the Hon’ble Sir P. C. Mitter he said, “ Under the village self- 
government .powers are conferred uimn both the Distinct Boards and 
the local Government to moke various grants for various pnr|Hises, 
and though the District Boards have hitherto Wen making some grants, 
although reducing them every year, the Government have not yet come 
forward as it ought to have done. Under .section 37 (o) of the Act 
Government should make some contribution towards the salu^* of 
dafadars and chaukidnrs.*' 

Then I come to the paragraj>h which is |H*rtinent to the (juestion 
before us. He said, “ While not paying anything for the mainten- 
ance of the village jKilice, the Government is reluctant to part with 
their |>owers for the ap|M)intment and dismissal of these dafadars and 
chaukidars. Neither have the Goveniment given the jxywer of fixing 
the number of dafadars and (diaukidars employed in the Union Boards 
and the salary to W |mid to them by the Union Boards. PJvery ]K)wer 
has Wen left to the District Magi.strate. This is what the people 
re.sent, and Government ought to see its way to remove the legitimate 
grievances of the jieople. If the Government want to control the 
village police they ought to meet them half way towards the contri- 
bution to the cost of the village [mlice.'* 

This is the .s|ieech of the President of a Union Board in the interior 
of Uie Baraset sul)division in the 24-Parganas. He feels, as w© all 
feel here, that the Government while not {mying biwards the contri- 
bution for the salaries of chaukidars and dafadars wants to control 
the appointment of these chaukidars and dafadars through the District 
Magistrate. Cannot the Government trust the Union Boards to a|>point 
their own chaukidars and dafadars? Will this Government come to 
an end if chaukidars and dafadars are appointed by the memWrs of 
the Union Board? After all does the District Magistrate ai^Miint 
them? The Government wants to control the village police through 
the District Magistrate, but what is the control of the District Mogis* 
tratef Supposing the District Magistrate is a popular Diitrict Magis- 
trate, even then he will not himself appoint these chaukidars and 
dafadars. He has no eyes to see nor ears to hear except what he 
•ees and hears through his subordinates. Therefore, ultimately it 
comes to this — ^whatever the Assistant Bub-Inspector or the muaalii 
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of tile tbana would recommend it would get the sanctioa of the Die* 
trict Magistrate. Do not the members of this House think that tli» 
members of a Union Board are more respectable, have got more sense 
of responsibility than the Assistant Sub-Inspector or the munshi of 
a thauaP 

4 p.m. 

This is the crucial test, the acid test, upon which depends whether 
any power is going to be given to us. If we cannot control, if we 
cannot appoint, our chaukidars and dafadars, do you think that the 
Ravi Rajatya will come here after the report of the Simon Commission 
is published, upon which many people are pinning their faith? 

Or. PRAMATHANATH BANERdCA; Sir, I rise to oppose thia 
amendment. I will not go into the merits of the question. To me 
this amendment is objectionable in principle. The question is not 
whether a chaukidur is to Iw* appointed by the Union Board or by the 
District Magistrate, but whether laws are to l)e made by the Legis- 
lature or by the Executive. The Bengal Tiegislative Council enacted 
a certain piece of legislation some time laick. The measure was a very 
small one. His Excellen(\v the Governor has now sent it back to us 
for reconsideration. On what grounds? Was this matter insufficiently 
considered by the Council at that time? Were no amendments moved? 
Was the Bill passecl in a hun*yP If these were the grounds, I would 
have understood the position. But things are quite different. The 
Bill was thonmghly considered; amendment after amendment was 
moved and either rejected or accepted by the House. I fail to see 
why the Bill has lieen wmt hack to us for reconsideration. The ques- 
tion is not one of trifling imjiortance. It involves a grave matter of 
constitutional |»rinciple. As at present constituted, the Bengal liegis- 
Intive Council jjossesses ver>* limited powers. Now, if an attempt is 
to he made to encroach even upon these limite<l powers, I think this 
House should resist such an encroachment. It is our duty — our Ixiun- 
den aud solemn duty — to op]iose this amendment. 

Mmlvi ABIMUODIN AHAMAD delivered a speech in Bengali, 
the English translation of which is as follows: — 

** Sir, while many of my friends can have an idea of ike disadvan- 
tages of tke Union Board only by a study of the defects in the Tillage 
Self-Government Act, I am one who has a practical experience of the 
disadvantages, because 1 live in the village and was connected wiUi 
the Union Board for a long time. In last August, only six months 
ago, a few amendtnents were made in the Bill as the result of a motion 
of Rai Harendranath Cbaudhuri. What can be the reason that Gov« 
ertiment have put additional work on the shoulders of the members hgri 
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tor amandments of the same aectionsi without waitinif to 
how the amended law worked when put into practice and whether 
the Boards were guilty of any incompetence. This illegitimate inter- 
ferenee with a Transferred Subject is ridiculous. When the Union 
Board members do not pay the salaries of the chaukidars and dafadam 
their goods are attached and other rigorous methods (e.g., imjiosition 
of punitive police) are applied. This was done at Mahini and other 
jdaces in Tippera to reali.se money from them. If the Union Board 
members and Presidents are to pay the chaukidars and dafadars, why 
should they not have power to apiwiut them? Since (loveniment do 
not contribute at all towards their salary, what justification is there 
for District Magistrates to app*>int these men? In reality Union 
Boards are in a position better fitted to select suitable men for these 
posts than District Magistrates, Pructically the Circle Officers will 
do this work in spite of the letter of the law. As it is, having no 
power over these men the Union Boards cannot coraixd them to do 
any work. Except reporting themselves at the jNdiie-station once a 
month they do not do any work at all. From time to time they are 
seen carrying cycles for Police Suh-Iiisiiectors and Circle Officers. We 
would not make any objection if chaukidars were kept uj) for this 
work and Government jxiid them from their (»wn |K>ckets. 

In August lust the Hon’ hie Nuwah Mushurruf llosuin said that 
the power of appointment of chaukidars and dafadars could not be 
given to irresponsible Union Bonn! Presidents and meml)ers. This has 
been repeated now by the Hon 'hie liaja of Nashiimr. The Union 
Board consists of 3 nominatetl members who ut least are well educated 
out of 9 members, Government cannot say that at least these members 
are irresponsible. It is vi*ry surin-ising that Government can trust the 
Union Board with bench powers and declare in the same breath that 
it is unfit to appoint chaukidars on 5 or G rujiees a month and dismiss 
them. Most of the members of the Board engage servants of their 
own on such wages. Do not Government realise that such au attitude 
is calculated to bring them into disfavour of the public? If the 
Local and District Boards can apixiint and dismiss their servants, 
why should not the Union B(»ards have the same power? I am of 
opinion that Government would have acted impartially and generously 
had they entrusted the ]iower of hearing ap^ieals regarding dismissal 
of chaukidars to the elected Ixical or District Board instead of entrust- 
ing it to the District Magistrate, as in the Bill. 

By m-introducing the Bill in the House, Government have ilighteil 
ike elected repreaeniatives of the people and are withdrawing powgr 
ooateied on the pnUic. Oovenunent have not given any power or 
any mmiey to the Union Board they have merely formed a sham Boar«l 
in the village to realise money to pay chankidari and dafadars. For 
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thu reason we refuse to accept Union Boards. Wkat would GoTem> 
meni have lost by entrusting' these bodies with real power? Ify fri^d 
Mr. Bose has assured GoTemment that the Union Boards are not 
Congress offices, nor are the members of these workers of the Congress. 
Why, then, are Government so apprehensive? I repeat that Govern- 
ment are insulting the people by re-submitting this amended Bill and 
I call upon my friends to oppose it.’’ 

[At 4-16 p.m. the Council was adjourned and it re-assembled at 
4-30 p.m.] 

Babtt SURENORA NATH BISWAS: In this amendment I find 
that Government are showing a mentality of unnecessary quarrel with 
the public. The Union Board is regarded ns a unit of self-govern- 
ment, that is, the Government profess that these Union Boards will 
govern themselves and their affairs in the villages. Now there are 
some police officers who are known as chaukidars and dafadars and 
are attached to Union Boards and paid by the public with money raised 
by a tajc assessed under section 37 (a). The Union Boards have to do 
other works of public utility by raising taxes under section 37 (ft). 
As fur as the function of the Union Boards in respect of village self- 
government — or g<ivernnient of the transfened subjects I should like 
to say — is concerned they have l)een given the power to raise tiixes 
and to do works of public utility. But the difficulty arises ns to their 
power over the chaukidars and dafadars. Had they not been attached 
to the Union Boards I am sure no Union Board would like to insist 
on control over the jMilice forces of (b»vemment. But the Ooveniment 
have placed themselves in a difficidt ]>osition by attaching the chauki- 
dars to Union Botirds. T quite appreciate the difficulty of Government. 
Government think that the chaukidars and dafadars are their sen’unts; 
so they may naturally want to have full control over their own ser- 
vants. But at the same time we see that the chaukidars and dafadars 
are so attached to the T^nion B<wrds and that they are necessarily the 
servants of the Union Boards also. Now if they are the servants of 
the Union Boards then the Union Boards should be allowed to exercise 
full control over their servants. Herein comes the difficulty because 
one and the sattte person happens to be the servant of two bodies, one 
the Government and the other the Union Board and both the bodies 
like to have control over them. This difficulty, ns I suggested in 
August last, can be met by Government separating their own officers 
from those of the Union Boards. I/ot the Government have their own 
chaukidars and dafadars and let the Union Boerds have their own 
peons and servants. If that is done there would be no quarr^ between 
Government and the Union Boards over this matter. If the Govern- 
ment approve ot my suggestion they may legislate in any way they 
think it best. But sp long as tbe Government recognise that tlie 
Iddara and dafadars are servants of the Union Boards th^ should in 
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aft fainiefte and in all sanaa of ju8tice*~if tliay hava f^ y at all-^^dlov 
tka Umon Boards to exarciae full control orer tka ckaukidara and 
dlladars. 

I should add that Rai Hareiidranath Ciiaudhuri was libaral enough 
to allow tha District Ma^strate to intarfera in the dismissal of chauki* 
dare and dafadars. Although I do not agree with that, still as Bai 
Horendranath Chaudhuri, one of or* lenders, had conceded so far I 
agree to that extent. Now as the Bill s\4»>^U jmst that stage, w© should 
resent any further interference on the part of (loremment and with, 
these words I oppose the amendment. 

Snjut BldAY KUMAR CHATTCRdEBi Sir, 1 beg to oppose the 
amendment proposed on behalf of the Government. The amendment# 
cannot be supported either on principle or on facts. We have suffi- 
cient exi)erie!ice of the working of the Union Boards and the country 
is unanimous t.n this |)oiiii and there cannot !*e any other decision. 
We are in duty IhuiiuI to throw out these amendments. Tlie Govern- 
ment is not jn*epared to give this small |K>wer to the |ieoplo of our 
country, and even the a)y{>oiiitmeut of village chaukidars and dafadars 
and their removal must be in the hands of the Government officials. 
These are the reasons why the j>«*ople of the district of Bankura unani- 
mously opposeii the estabiishinent of Union lUairdn. The ]>isinct 
Board, which truly represented the opinion of villagers of our district,, 
very reasonably and consistently refused its grant to Union Boards. 
The Government officers realised the fore© of this opiKisition and tried 
their best to establish Union Boards by threat, force and fraud. Being 
unsucc'cssful in their dishonest endea%'oiir they nt last refused tb© 
augmentation gniiit to the I>istrict Board of Bunkuni. And I am 
voicing the views and well considered oiiinion of niy constituency 
when I say that the jicniple of the district of Bankura are unanimously 
against the establishment of Union Boanls us they are constituted 
and I take this opportunity to inform the hon^ble members of this 
Council that the people of my district are bravely fighting against 
the estaldishment of Union Boards and have suffered much for this 
and are still suffering and while congratulating the people of my dis- 
trict for this, I request the elected hon'ble members of this Council 
to show a bold front against this shameful attempt on the part of this 
foreign Government to treat the villagers of our country as slaves 
beyond redemption. 

With these words I oppose the amendment. 


•EGRCTARY to COVERNMiNT, OEFARTMENT «f LOCAL 
tELF-COVERNMENT (Mr. 4. 0 . Is tb# member to 

ontor. Sir, to describe His Excellency’s action as shameful f 
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Mr. PIIESIDfNTs I did not hear Mr. Chatterjee say ao. Did yon 
really ca«t any reflection on His Excellency’s conduct? 

•Him BIJAY KUMAR GHATTERdEE: No, Sir, I said shameful 
act on the part of Government and not of His Excellency. 

I have nothing further to add, Sir. 

iHJilt TARAKNATH MUKERdEA: 1 rise to oppose the Govern- 
ment amendment. It involves a great question of principle but the 
princi]de is a veiy^ simple one. The main question is whether one 
who pays for the piper is entitled to call for the tune. It is the 
Union Boards which entirely meet the cost for the salaries and equip- 
ment of the ohaukidars and dafadars. Now we are to de^dde whether 
the Union Boards are entitled to appoint or dismiss these chaukidars 
and dafadars. Police constables are entirely maintained by Govern- 
ment and I am quite sure that Government will not agree to put these 
constables under the control of municiptil authorities. Similarly in 
the case of Union Boards I think that the Union Boards are perfectly 
entitled to have control over these chaukidars and dafadars. The 
present arrangement is in fact a dyarchical system which is working 
most unsatisfactorily and I shall cite only a single instance from my 
own personal experience, though I can cite a thousand and one examples, 
that the Union Boards are most improperly treated by the oifficials in 
the discharge of their duties. It so happened that a certain dufadar 
was dismissed on the unanimous decision of a Union Board for some 
disgraceful act, but the Sub-inspector of Police took up bis cause and 
wrote a strong note in favour of the dafadar and when the question 
was put up before the District Magistrate the District Magistrate 
ordered that the particular dafadar should not be dismissed. Although 
the Union Board was fully convinced that the dafadar was guilty, 
the Magistrate recommended that the Union Board should be super- 
eedeil; and if this lie the state of aflfairs I am quite sure that no self- 
respecting gentleman will agree to work in the Union Boards. 

Then again, under section 27, clause 3, in the case of a dispute 
between the public and the Unitm Boards an apjieal always lies with 
the Chairman of the District Board but I do not know why in this 
case Government are not willing to allow the Chairman of the District 
Board to try the appeal in the case of dismissal by a Union Board of 
a ohaukidar or a dafadar. 

In conclusion I again appeal to the House to reject the amendment 
which has been movcnl on behalf of Government. 

Ilf* RIOHAN OHANDRA ROYt May I ask for information at 
regards the ruling? In this case yon have moved the asnendment. 
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Htl Hon ’We Minister-in-charfe the laat say in the matter ae he 
hem it other matters concerning his departments ? Or can any member 
apiMdt after the Hon’We Minister f 

Mf* FREllOCtlT. Yes, uny member may si)euk after him. The 
Hon’ble Minister has no right of reply in this case. 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY GHOUDHURI iahaduri The 

amendment projwsed by the Hon’ble Minister really takes away the 
true spirit of the Bill. The frt»e hand of the Union Board in appoint- 
ing a ehaukidar and dalndur i.s not only limited but crippled U} such 
an extent that it is no advance ufxjn the present Act. The Village 
Self-Government Act has bt'en in force ft»r nearly 10 years and many 
Union Boards have been established and worked for these years. 
Have they been unsuccessful? If so, w’-hy is Government anxious to 
extend them further? The very fact that Government is gradually 
extending the operation of the Act .shows its success and Government 
has not been slow to admit it. If the established Union Roanls have 
been successful why not develop their pi>wers — why should we not 
give them a further step to self-government. The chaukidars and 
dafadars are paid by the Union Boards — the nite-]myers’ mimey main- 
tains them. Is it not an anomaly that the representatiTes of tshe rate- 
jjayers cannot appoint and remove them? 

The appointment of ehaukidar and dafadar is now under dual 
authority. They have to secure the choice both of (he Hrcle Officer 
and the Sul>-Inspector of Polii'e. If he is a nominee of the Oircle 
Officer without Sub- Inspector’s approval — his chaukidar’s life will be 
a miserable one and T think without the Oircle Officer’s approval be 
cannot get ia. If we give the Union Boanl a real jHiwer in this direc- 
tion this difficulty will disappear but if we now make the appointment 
of these persons by tbe Union Bimrd subject to the approval of the 
District Magistrate, they shall have to secure the choice of throe 
distinct sets of authorities, vis., Union Board, Circle Officer and Sub- 
Inspector of Police; any one of the last two sets may move the Dis- 
irict Magistrate through their respective channels to withhold his 
approval. It is not possible for tbe District Magistrate to enquire 
into each such case personally. 

4-46 p.m. 

MNl AMARENORA NATH CHOSE spoke in Bengali, the 
English translation of which is os follows; — 

Sir, I stand to oppose the amehdmenis moved by the Hon’ble 
Minister. It is human nature that every man dislikes any kind of 
interference to his authority or power of appointing his own servanie, 

7 
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Union Boards* tax their own villagera lor the maintenance of thw 
own chaukidars. Chankidari tax is purely their own money. Govern- 
ment has no share in it. Then why the Union Board will be aatished 
with the interference of the District Magistrate at the time of appoint- 
ing their chaukidars and dafadars? Moreover, it may be added here, 
the approval of the District Magistrate is not his approval. District 
Magistrate’s approval really means the approval of the thanadar or 
the senior officer of the police-station. Probably it will not be far 
from truth if I say that up to date not a single case has been x)ersonally 
done by any District Magistrate of Bengal. 

If the Government has any necessity of its own to keep the chauki- 
dars and dafadars, then it may keep separate men with its own money. 
Why the Government is so eager to utilise the service of another’s 
servants? 

The people of urban area pay union rate at the same rate as that 
of municipal tax. They pay cess of which the people of municipal 
area are exempted. Again, another tax is going to be levied on them 
shortly as £<lucation cess. But curiously enough the town police, who 
are kept for the safety of lives and properties of municipal men, are 
paid by the Government from the provincial revenue, whereas the 
}>eople of urbtui area are to keep their village watchmen at their 
own cost who are to serve the Government more than their own 
masters. The demand of the villagers is plain and simple. They 
want to have full control of their own money. 

Sir, I want to urge another |M»int. Many resjH.nsible duties have 
been entrusted to the memWrs of Union Boards, such as sanitation, 
communication, primary’ educutimi, j>rocess serving, taxation, inquiry 
of unnatural death, water-suiqdy, etc., etc., and in some cases even 
the judicial power of a Magistnite has lieen entrusted to them, but 
I am at a loss to understand how the Government can imagine them 
to be unfit for appointing a ser^’ant of six mi)ees without food. Hero 
the Government is so inconsistent that any amount of logic cannot 
reconcile this awkward situation. With these observations I strongly 
oppose the amendment.” 

Bibu PBOfiOTHA NATH BANERdEE delivered a speech in 
Bengali. 

Tilt Mr* A« N« MOBERLYs Sir, two points have been 

raised in this debate regarding which I should like to say a word or 
two. Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose said that the question was, who was 
going to appoint the dafadar — the Union Board or the District 
Magistrate? Ho further said that Government were expected to make 
tome contribution under section 37 (a) but apparently they wm 
reluctant to do so. I think that this Council has heard soEme time 
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tEat section 37 (a) was not intended to mean that Government was 
going as a matter of course to contribute towards the pay of the 
chanhidars and dafadars. The reason for this enactment was that 
at the time there was an ex|>eriment going on in the Madaripur sub- 
division of the Faridpur district. Under that experiment Government 
made a contribution towards the pay of the dafadars for certain 8[>ecitic 
purposes, and in order that they might continue to do so. this clause 
was inserted. The experiment has since been abandoned and Govern- 
ment contend that there never was any undertaking that Governn»ent 
should make any contribution under section 37 (A) at all. 

The next point is that it is not proposed that anybody except the 
Union Board should normally appoint chaukidars and dafadars, unless 
the Union Boards default in their duty. All that is necessary is that 
the District Magistrate’s approval should be ol>tained. In most cases— 
in the large majority of cases— this is purely a formal matter. I have 
heard it mentioned by a member this afternoon that cases hove occurred 
where the villagers made representations to the District Magistrate 
against the choice of the Union Board and the District Magistrate 
turned down the representations on the ground that the Union Board 
should be supjwrted. It is only in cases in which there is something 
of the nature of a scandal — as for in.stance where a Union Board is 
split into two or more parts by party factions, or where the Union 
Board appoints an cr-convirt or a hud c.hnra<ter — will the District 
Magistrate think of interfering, hut I do maintain, Sir, that in order 
to deal with these exceptional cases, not only for the good of the 
Union itself hut also for the good of the surrounding Unions— it will 
he very dangerous if the l>ad characters in a particular Union are not 
pro|>erly hwked after -if is necessary that the District Magistrate 
should have the residual j>ower to interfere. 

The only other p<»iiit which 1 wish to deal ^ith is the ({uestion 
raised by Dr. Bramathanath Banerjea when he said — are laws to lie 
made by the legislature or by the executive The legislature no doubt 
makes laws, hut under the Government of India Act as it stands at 
present the Governor can refuse to give his assent to a Bill which has 
been passed or send it hack for reconsideration with or without iiinend- 
ments. In this particular case His Excellency has taken the course 
of sending the Bill hack with certain amendments for the consideration 
of this House. I may mention in connection with these amendments 
that practically all of them at one time or other have been agreed to 
or accepted by Bai Ilarendianath Chaudhuri, the author of the present 
Bill. 

Or. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROYs I would not have intervened in 
this debate except for one sentence in the speech of the Hon’ble 
Mr. Moberly. He says that in order to save the Union Board from 
committing a mistake in appointing an Ar-convict of a bad cbaraeUr, 
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ithe Diatrict Magistrate must come in to protect them from such acts 
of indiscretion. Sir, of all surprises one meets with in these days — 
we are faced with the same things in the Ijegislative Assembly — 
the greatest surprise is that a member of the Indian Civil Service is 
considered to be more cognisant of the needs and wants of the members 
of the public more than the members of. the public themselves. That 
a tJnion Board will deliberately appoint an e.f-convict of a bad 
character to be a dafadar or a chaukidar to protect its own property 
is a proposition which we are asked to swallow because it comes from 
a person whose word must l)e law in the matter. Times without num- 
ber we have l^een told that ** you people of this country still need 
spoon-feeding/’ ** you do not understand what is good for you.” We 
are told that we may, in a fit of insanity, appoint an ea?-oonvict as the 
protector of our village properties, and therefore, some one else must 
save us from such insane act. 

6 p.m. 

I like to aek meml)ers of the Government benches to let us know 
when they will cease thinking in this way. 1 am reminded of one 
occasion on which I had a long conversation with an c.f-Chief Secretary 
of the Bengal Government. After a long talk he put me a pertinent 
question, ” Dr. Roy, it seems yon people of the country do not trust 
us.” My reply was that after a service of thirty years in India he 
ought to have been cimvimed of the truth of the saying without ask- 
ing me that question. What appears to me to l>e peculiar is this, 
that while the peojde of this country do not trust the members of the 
bureaucracy, the latter are anxious to save the people in spite of such 
mistrust — To say the least, this is a queer presumption. 

Tlw lUJa tHUFlNDRA NARAYAN tlNHA SaMilur, 

ai Niilli|NirS I should like to say a few words with regard to the 
question that has l)een raised in connection with the sahuy of the 
^fadars and chaukidars. We know thoi the village jiolice eonsists 
of constables, dufadars and chaukidars. The jmy of head-<'ouHtables 
atid constables are paid by Government; as a matter of fact, Govem- 
tnent does oon^titHite to the pay of the village ]M>lice. 

In reply to Mr. Biswas* criticism I should like to moke a statement 
here. 

The dafadurs and chaukidars have two-fold duties to perfomi, 
first that of watch and ward and the detection of crime as the village 
police, secondly, the collection of taxes and other duties under the 
Union Board. In respect of the former the control of the District 
Magistrate over dafadars and chaukidars, as members of the village 
police, is essential. If it were possible to separate the two sets of 
duties, Government would not seek to insist on the right of minimum 
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coftifol by the DUirict Magistrate over servants employed partly lor 
wofk in Union Boards. The final say in regard to these appointments 
rests not with the Circle Officers, but with the District Magistrate 
himself. 

With regard to Dr. Bidhan Chandra Boy’s question, I should like 
to state that it is not the uniform rule that convicts are ap})oinied, 
but in certain cases convicts or bad characters managed to slip on 
owing to perversities exercised or owing to party faction. 


Or. BIDHAN ON A NONA ROY: On a point of order, Sir. Kay 
I inquire if that is his conviction P 

The Han’blt RgU BHUPENORA NARAYAN IINHA Bgliniliira 
of Naahipur: That may or niay not be, still 1 would say that such 
cases may happen inadvertently at times. To guard against this 
there is no harm done in inserting this clause. About 99 per cent, 
of these appointments are actually made by (he President and the 
District Magistrate does not choose to interfere with them. Only in 
a few instances would the Magistrate interfere, and only when a 
spec'ial w’casion arose. 

The motion was then put and a division taken with the following 
result : — 


AYfiO. 


Afaal, BaMlvi SytS MvMiiiiiiaa. 

AOaiM, Waylvi KMtriMMin. 

AiNMi, KAan BaiiaAttr Miufvt 
BtaW, Mr. J. II. 

OAtttUt, Mr. A. 

CfeAMlIiiiri, Kean BAAaAttr MauU^ 
MaAiar OahiMii. 

CAaiiAevri, tiM Han’M* N««Ab BaluulMr 
•AiytS nawAb Alt, Kban Bababur. 
Cabaa, Mr. 0. 4. 

Oatll, Mr. A. 4. 

Br aa ia n a i , Mr. 4. 0. 

Parratlar, Mr* 4. Oaa ipei n . 

F>fa, Mr. 4. H. 

Obaat, Mr. M. C. 

Obamavi, AHhmIJ Sir AbbalbariM. 
Oilabrtot, Mr. R. N. 

•ateliBi Mai fnbttfitr BabrUai 
Oarbaa, Mr. A. 0. 

OabB, Mr. P. N. 

NaOUiaNali, mrnplb KbMia. 


Kbaa, Maaivi raiaitabbia. 

Kfiaa, Mr. Ranar Rabaiaa. 

Lalrb, Mr. R. B. 

UMBb, Mr. T. 

Macaira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, tba HaiCbla Mr. A. 

Mania, Mr. 0. t. 

MaClatbia, Mr. f. T. 

Mittar, Rai Bababar Maaaiatba Natb, 
Mittar, tba Maa'Ma Sir Praraab Cbaabar, 
Mabarly, tba NaalMa Mr. A. N. 

Mabarll, Mr. B. 0. 

Maaby, MabaraJ Kuaiar Sfit Obaabra. 
Oraiaab. Mr. B. 0. 

Fbilip, Mr. 4. V. 
bbilaat, Mr. N. C. V. 

Rraaltaa, Mr. W. 0. R. 

R Maiaa » Meatvi ibaaiaiirN 
Raiaaaa, Mr, A. f. 

Ray, Raba RHiabra Rarayaa. 
nay. Baba tartiibra Hath. 
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Mr. M. I. 

r«l«r M«j f CM m r l Mfrty. 
nMiMM, Mr. H. W. 


TUMiipMfi, Mr. W. H. 
Travtrt, Mr. w. L. 
Wartfmarth, Mr. W. C. 


NOE8. 


Akamad, Maaivi Aaiaiiiddiii. 

■afiM, tabu MaaMt Chandra. 

■anarlM, Or. braaiatbanath. 

■anarjM. Oahu Frawatlia Nath. 

•atu, Mr. P. C. 

■aaa, Mr. tarat 0. 

■Itwat, Baku turandra Nath. 

BaM, Baku B«Jay Krithna. 

Batt, Mr. B. C. 

Ohahrakurtty, Baka datindra Nath. 
ChakravartI, Baku Jagindra Chandra. 
Chattarjat, Briiat BIJay Kaniar. 

Oaa Oapta, Or. d. M. 

Oatta, Baba Ahhll Chandra. 

Oatti Baku Baral Kamar. 

Oantaly, Baka Khaganra Nath. 

Bhatti Baka Amarandra Nath. 

Oupta, Mr. dagatli Chandra. 

Niaiattin8ka« Baka Prakha Dayal. 

Naqua, Kaii Bmdadal. 

HuMln, Khan Bahadur Maulvl Byad 

Maqkai. 


Karim, Maaivi Akdal. 

Lala, Baba Barada Kripa. 

Maiti, Baka Mahandra Nath. 

Mukariaa, Bri|at Taraknath. 

Natkar, Baku Ham Chandra. 

Pal Chaudhuri, Mr. RanJiL 
Paddar, Mr. Annanda Mahan. 

Rahim, Bir AkdHir*. 

Rahman, Maaivi Axizar. 

Rauf, Maaivi Byad Abdur. 

Ray. Dr. Kumud Bankar. 

Ray, Brijut Radha Oakinda. 

Ray, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. D. N. 

Ray. Mr. Kiran Bankar. 

Ray Chaadhari, Rai Bahadur Batyandra 
Nath. 

•arkar. Baba Naliniranjan. 

Ban, Mr. Batiah Chandra. 

Ban, Brijut Nagandra Nath. 


Th(‘ Ayes being 02 and the Noes 40, the lollowing motion was 
carried : — 

“To proposed section 20(7) the following shall i)e added, viz: — 

Subject to the approval of the District Magistiate: 

Provided that if the Union Board fails, within two months from 
(he time when the vacancy oicurs or from the date when the 
disapproval of the District Magistrate is cnninninicuted to the 
Union Board, to make an apjaiintment, the Disliici Magistrate 
shall appoint any person whom he thinks Ht to In* a dafadar or 
a ehaukidar.“ 

itl** PR Ml DENT S The question is that — (ft) in proposed section 
20 (2), after th# irords “ Union Board “ the words “ or the District 
Magistrate '* shall be inserted. 

Tht Hon’blt Rtji BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA RBlMMltir, of 
Nisllipurs As reganis the second and third of FTis Excellency’s amend- 
ments which are intended to give the Union Board and the District 
Magistrate concurrent powers of dismissal, without restricting the 
Magistrate in the exercise of these jjowers, by allowing him to punish 
daladars and clmukidars for neglect of certain specified duties only, 
I must point out tlpt the clause, as it was previously left by the 
Council, does not conduce to good administration. If the District 
Magistrate is to have proper control over the village police, his powers 
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shmild not be fettered. He should be in a poeition to diamiaa any 
dalikdar or chaukidar who persistently negrlects bis duties wbatew 
the nature of that neglect may be, so long as the neglect is culpable. 

The following amendment was called but not moved: — 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI SahMliir to move 

that in amendment No. (ii) line 2, to clause 2 of the Bill, in proposed 
section 20 (2), after the woitls or the District Magistrate ’* the 
following words be inserted, namely: — 

** with the concurrence of the Union Board/* 

The motion was then put and a division taken with the following 
result : — 


AYES. 


AfMt, Maulvi Syts Muhamiiuid. 

Ahamad, Maylvi Katiruddifi. 

Ahmad, Khan tahadu*- Mauivi Emaduddin. 
Blair, Mr. J. R. 

Cataallt, Mr. A. 

Chaudhwri, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Hatiar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, tha Nan'Ma Nawab Bahadur 
•aiyid Nawab Alt. Khan Bahadur. 
Cohan, Mr. D. J. 
oath, Mr. A. 4. 

Drummond, Mr. 4. Q. 

Forraatar, Mr. 4. Camfiball. 

Fyfa, Mr. 4, H. 

Bhaaa. Mr. M. C. 

Bhuinavi, AlhadJ Sir Abdalkorim. 
Oilahriat, Mr. R. N. 

Ooanha, Rai Bahadur Badridaa. 

Oardon, Mr. A. 0. 

Buna, Mr. F. N. 

Habibttllah, Nawab Kbwa)a. 

Naauo, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Aiitul. 
hobBi 0* r. 

Moaain, tho Hon*bla Nawab Muaharruf, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Nuq, Khan Bahadur Mauivi Bhramul. 
Hub, Mr. A. K. FaaMd. 

Muooaia, Mauivi Laiafat. 
danhino, Or. W. A. 

Kaaam, Mauivi Abut. 

Kban, Mauivi Tamiiuddin. 

Kbau Chaudburi, Mr. M. Athraf Alt. 
Mlrd, Mr. R. B. 


Lamb, Mr. T. 

Mafuira, Mr. L. T. 

Marr, Iba Hon'bla Mr. A. 

Martin, Mr. 0. t. 

MaCliialiia. Mr. t. T. 

Millar, Rai Babadur Manmatha Nath. 
Mitlar, tha Mah'Ma Sir Frbuaili Chundor 
Mabarly, tha Hon'bla Mr. A. N. 

Muharji, Mr. t. C. 

Handy, Maharaj Kumar Brit Ohandra. 
Ormond, Mr. E, 0, 

FhiliR, Mr. 4. Y. 

Fhilpot, Mr. H. C. V. 

Frontloo, Mr. W. O. R. 

Rahman, Mauivi Shamour*. 

Rohman, Mr. A. F. 

Ray, Babu NaBondra Narayan. 

Ray, Babu Surtndra Nath. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. 

Rooo, Mr. a. F 
Roy, Mr. Biioy Fraaad Sinfh. 
•arbadhihari. Or. Sir Oova Frooad. 
tarhor, Rai Sahib Robati Moban. 

•attar, Mr. Abdool Raiah Naloo Abdoof. 
•inha, tbo Non^ Raja BahMur 
BbuRondra Narayan. 

•oiaiman, Mauivi Muhammad. 

•ta^otun, Mr. H. t. 

Talo, Major. Bonoral Bodfroy. 

Thomat, Mr. N. W. 

Tbo m t— n, Mr. W. H. 

Travon, Mr. W. L. 

W ordo w artb, Mr. W. 0. 


Abumad, Mauivi Aaimuddin. 
BaflNii. Baiw Romoo C b andr a. 
SaNtrloa, Or. FramatlMUiatb. 
Ba iiir j to. Babu Fromotba Natb. 
BaaH. Mr. F. 0. 

Oaam Mr. Barat 0. 

•lawaa , Babu iu nii d ra Malb. 


NOIS. 

Baoo, Babu Bojoy Krftbaa. 

Baoa, Mr. B. C. 

Obahraburtty, Babu daliudra Natb. 
Cbafcravaiti, Babu daBiadra CbaaBra. 
Obatlwjaa, BHJut Bijay KaiBar. 

Oaa OuRta, Or. d. M. 

Oatta, oaBu AhbU SbaBM. 
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giiigiity, KMuPMirira Hftife, 

iiMi, $mm$n^ m&uu 

Qii^ Mr. imrnk OlHMtfni. 
mmMmgkMf tMm MMm Otyml. 

H«4iMf iNtMttl. 

Uila, My MM KHiw. 

Maiti, BM MaMira Natli. 

Maliarita, trijat Tarahnatli. 

NaaMf M« MiM onaiiM. 

Pal OMiMiiini Mr. liaaiit. 

The Ayes being 02 and the Noes 34, the following motion wan 
carried : — 

** In proposed section 20(2), after the words * Union Board ^ 
the words * or the District Magistrate * shall be* inserted.” 

5-15 p.m. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that — 

(in) from the proposed section 20 (2), the following shall be 
omitted, namely: — 

” and the District Magistrate may dismiss any dafadar or 
chankidar whe has failed to exercise the {x>wers or to perform 
the duties referred to in section 23;” 

(iv) in the proviso to proposed section 20 1 2) after the words “the 
views ” the words ** if any ” shall l)e inserted; and 

(r) at the end of proposed set'tion 20 (2) the following further 
])roviso shall be added, namely: — 

“ Provided also that in case of an order by a Union Board dis- 
missing a dafadar or a chaukidar an ap{)eal shall lie to tha 
District Magistrate w’hose decision shall be final.” 

Tilt Htn’llto Ra|» BHUPENDRA NARAYAN EINHA B«luMl4ir, of 
Nashipifri With reganl to the third amendment just put by you, I 
hove nothing to add to what I have already stated in connection witk 
the previous amendment. 

With reganl to the fourth amendment I have very little to aay. 
This addition is only projiosed in order to prevent a deadlock, should a 
Union Board decline or omit to express any view. 

As regards the fifth of His Excellency’s amendments which allow* 
a dafadar or a chaukidar who has been dismissed by a Union Board 
the right of appeal to. the District Magistrate, I wonder whether aay 
supporter of Bai Harendranath Chaudburi’s Bill has discussed it witii 
the persons meet aBbeted, 1 aaean with any dafadars or chaulddan^ 
and whether in the course of such talk he has learned that thye rilingp 


neef, Hspiin 
Ray* Or. KiMNitf Mauw. 
llsy» frijiM Ratfna O sS taM 
Mt M OMM Mmera. 
nyy, Mr. D. N. 

Rsy, Mr. Kiraa MMr. 

Rsy casysanri, Rai e s as p yr Satytaem 
Rsta. 

MMi laav Ralinirsniaa. 

•mi, erijirt R sf Mi ira Rata. 
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Polm themaelves would bo willing to have tbe uareetricted power of 
dismiaeal left in tbe bands ol Union Boards without any right ol appeal. 
I very much doubt if any such conversation could have taken place 
and if any supporters of the Bill would be found among the dnfadai s 
and ohaukidars themselves. The amendment referred to the Council 
by His Excellency simply gives these humble people a safeguard 
against hasty or ill-considered action on the part of Union Boards. 
I should like in this connection to call the attention of the House 
to the statement from the pen of Kai Harendranath Chuudhuri him- 
self contained in his Note of Dissent to the report of tbe Select C\»m- 
mittee on the former Bill which he intmduced in 1925. He wnit© 
in that note In clause 2 of the Bill — as it was framed by we— tbe 
power to dismiss dafndars and ohaukidars was i>ro|s)sed to l>e con- 
ferred on the Union Board subject of course to the subseijuent approval 
of the District Magistrate.” The words ” of course ” are very signi- 
ficant. The mover of the Bill at the time thought that the District 
Magistrate's approval to an order of dismis.sal was essential as n safe- 
guard. Apparently, however, events have move<l so quickly in the 
course of the last three years that not all the 4,000 Union Hcsirds 
which are already working but, the 1,600 or so which still remain to 
W fonned, can he tnisted with unrestricted |>owers of dismissal. 

With these words I beg to Mupis>rt the amendments which have Wen 
returned by His Excellency. 

Tbe following amendments were called but not moved: — 

•• SriJuC TARAKNATH MUKERdEA to wove that in amendment 
Ni). (v) to clause 2 of the Bill in the prrqwised new proviso, line Jl, to 
He( tion 20 (2) for the words ‘ District Magistrate ’ the words ‘ (iiuirnian 
of the District Board ' lie substituted.” 

•• Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY to move that in amendment 
No. (r) to clause 2 of the Bill in tbe proposed proviso, line *'l, to section 
20 (2) for the words ‘ District Magistrate * the words ‘ District Board * 
be substituted.” 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: May I ask tbe Hon'ble Minister 
whether he would put tbe qualification of tbe dafadar and chaukidar 
so that they may not happen to be sjr-convicts or of bad character? 

The following amendments were then put and agreed to: — 

” From the proposed section 20 (2), the following shall be omitted* 
namely : — 

* and the District Magistrate may dismiss any dafadar or chaukidar 
who has failed to exercise the powers or to perform the dutiea 
referred to in section 282 
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** In the proviso to proposed section J20 (2) after the words * the 
views * the words ' if any ’ shall be inserted. 

** At the end of proposed section 20 (2) the following further proviso 
shall be added» namely : — 

* Provided also that in case of an order by a Union Board dis- 
missing a dafadar or a chaukidar an appeal shall lie to the 
District Magistrate whose decision shall be final.' " 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that — (vi) in proposed section 
20 (J) after the figures “ 1928 " the foMowing shall be inserted, 
namely : — 

** or in any lo<3ul area which is declared to be a union after the 
commencement of the said Act.” 

The Hon'hle Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadiir« 
af Naahipur: It is a matter of mere dntfting and I have nothing to 
add. 

The motion was then put and agree<l t(». 


mu clause 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that — ini) to j.rojjosed fiist 
paracraph of sub-section (1) of section 21 the following shall be 
added, nniuely : — 

subject to the u|>jm>val of the District Magistrate.” 

Tha Hon’bla Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, 
of Nashi|Hir: The effect of this amendment will be to r(M(uire the 
approval of the Distiict Magistnite to the numU»r, salaries and equip- 
ment of the dafadars ami chuukidars. In these matters also some 
measure of CMUitrol is necessary to ensure that a sufficient but not 
excessively large number of chaukidars should Is* employed, that they 
are adequately but not extravagjintly paid and that they shjvuld wear 
a cheap and serviceable ttnifonu which makes them easily recognisable 
as to what they are. 1 think myself that the sub-section with the 
amendment piojx>sed will lie an impn>vement not only on the corre- 
sponding sub-section in Ilai Ilarendranuth C'haudhuri's Bill, but on 
the corres|>ouding piovision in the present Act. It leaves to the 
Union Board the main voice in these matters, but requirevS the approval 
of the District Magistrate nn a neces5wry safeguard. In practice the 
Union Board themselves have the main voice in these matters, at least 
in regard to number and salaries of the chaukidars; but it is as well 
to recognise this iif the actual wording of the law. 

With these words I beg to support the motion. 
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5-30 p.m. 

Th© following amendments were called but not moved : — 

«« tite MANIiATHA NATH ROY to move that in uinendment 
No. (mi) to clause 3 of the Bill in proposed section 21 (/) for the words 

* subject to the approval of the District Magistrate ’ the words ‘ subject 
to the approval of the District Board ’ be substituted. 

Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERdEA to move that in amendment 
No. (vii) to clause 3 of the Bill in proi>os«Mi section 21 (J) for the wonls 

* subject to the approval of the District Magistrate ’ the words ‘ subject 
to the approval of the Chairman of the District Board ’ lie substituttMl.” 

Babu KHAGENDRA NATH GANGULY: Alter two recent defeats 
that we have suffered I think it i.s u.seless forme to speak in opposition. 
But I rise only to niise my voice of protest against the principle involvoil 
in this case, namely, the delibenite attempt to regard the District 
Magistrate as the last voiie in these mattei>. This is a principle 
which I cannot hut protest against in this (Nmncil. Sir, some of the 
previous sjieakers have said that it is not the District Magistrate who 
is the real authority in these matters hut either the ('ircle Officer or 
the Suh-Ins|H'< t(»r of INdice. T go further and say that if it 1 m' even 
the District Magistnite this princ'iple should l)e condemnetl. If the 
Village Self-Ooverninent Act nienns anything it means that the vil- 
lagtMs govern themselve.s and their own affairs; but if on the contrary 
the District Magistrates are given this jsjwer of having the final voice 
ill such jietty things suidi as the apjrointment and dismissal of chauki- 
dar.s and dafadurs and the nature of ef|uipnient to be supplied to 
them the whtde thing totters to the ground and the Bill dm^s not stand 
in the same jHisition as it did at the time it was intriMluced by llai 
Harendranath (liaudhuri. As a matter of fact if we piss this amend- 
ment we shall lie failing in (»iir duty towanls our country and there- 
fore I raise my voice of emphatic jmitest against it and ask you to 
reconsider the fsisition— whether the District Magistrate should lie the 
final authority and if you have confidence enough in him to think that 
be should have this jx>wer give it to him by all means but do so with 
eyes open alaiut the conseipjences and not with eyes closed. 

BNNt BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: I fall to understnnd the logic 
of the argument of my friend Mr. Gangttly. He does not understand 
why this power shall be given to the District Magistrate. But I 
know why. The number of dafadars t<i be employed, their salaries and 
the cost of their etjuipment — in all these matters the Ihstrirt Magis«' 
trate must have the final voice. When Simon Commissions tour 
through Bengal, when His Excellency the Governor goes from one 
place to another these poor chaukidars and dafadars have to leave their 
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UnioDs unprotected for days together and spend their days and night# 
by the side of railway lines themselves unprotected from the inclemen- 
cies of weather. The benign Government in its anxiety to see that 
these chaukidars get proper equipment and good salaries take them 
away from their hearth and home to run the risk of their heads being 
cut near the railway lines. Government is afraid that the unfeeling 
Union Boards will not give the chaukidars these things and that is 
why they are jealous of keeping the final authority in the hands of 
Magistrates. In the name of Law and Order also the number ought 
to he decided by the District Magistrate. So my friend ought not to 
object to this but should join with the Hon^ble Minister, a new con- 
vert, to give jK)wer to the District Magistrate in these matters and to 
see that his amendment is carried. 

Mfc SARAT C« BAAUs If the present ({uestion hud arisen some 25 
years ago probably I would have v(»ted on the side of the Government. 
I am quite sensible of the fact that when a senant had to l)e ap|x>inted, 
who would have the charge of the peace of a certain locality, tho 
District Magistnite, who is the head of the administration, should 
have had the jxiwer of apiK>intment or dismissal. But those things 
which were in vogue from the year 1793 after alnnit 75 years have com- 
jdetely changed. Formerly the Magistnrie of a district used to be 
posUnl with all informaticms from every quarter of the district; nowa- 
days that is gone; all the |>owers of the District Magistrates have 
been delegated to other officers. He is simply nominally in charge 
of the Colleotornte and has no touch with the people of the land. 
We know that from the time of the Permanent Settlement the indicy 
(»f the Government hud been that the aiqmintment of (baukidars and 
<lufadnrs should be vested in the jietqde. In those days the people 
used to he represented, and very pro|K*rly represented, by the land- 
holders of the l(K'ality, and for that reason it was ntvt only the right 
but the duty, the bounden duty, of the landholders representing the 
community to ap])oint <1 should n(»t say nominate) the chaukidaTs 
w'henever any vacancy meurred. If the landholders failed to di.s- 
churge their duty they could l>e puiiishe<l by the law. But since then 
things have changed not only in the administration of justice but 
also in the administration of the police and the administration of the 
land laws and everywhere it was found that the landholders could not 
l)e entrusted with that duty, though, it was said politely that they 
should be relieved of the burdensome duties. Trj- to use any language 
you like the Government came to feel that this power should not be 
in the hands of the landholders who had ceased to be the representa- 
tives of the people. Then came the Chaukidari Act which took away 
the right of appointing chaukidars from the landlords which they 
had been exercising hitherto and given over to the Magistrates. Thft 
lands were taken away from the chaukidars and necessarily from tho 
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lan&idders and Ooveranient took the whole thin^ in their hauda; 
they Ifeiiiiliied the chaukidari rhukran land» and did away with the 
poWtTB of the landholders in order to keep the chaukidars under their 
absolute control. That is what hapfiened after the ptisstug of the 
ChiUikidari Act. Cominfr to recent times chanfres have been wrought 
in order to give full power* exclusive {>ower, to the executive officers 
of the district. In that view the measure that is being talked of, 
for giving power to the Magistrates to appoint chaukidars, intends to 
take away completely the ixiwer which had formerly lieeii vested in 
the people for over a oenturv. Mr. President, you are aware of the 
conditions in the mufassal. What does (he Magistrate dol^ He sits 
in his bureau and accepts the recommendations from the suhdivisional 
officers, from the ixdice and other sulxmlinate (Government officers in 
the executive line. Chaukidars constitute no insignificant link in the 
administration. You are probably aware of a familiar expression in 
Bengal that the fGovernment of British India is now carrie<l on by 
a voice which has lieen likened to that of jackals. People in the 
mufassal say that the administration i.s carried on on the chaukidars’ 
cr>’; and “ all jackals cry alike; ” is the usual adage. Whatever the 
lowest ning in the ladder says, I mean the chinikidnr, to-day, the 
Viceroy vmces the same to-morrow, So it is these sulxirdinate officers 
of Government that really run the administration. People now have 
got no voice in it, jHMiple are not consulted alxnit it and the whole 
thing is done by the I>istrict Magistrate sitting in his khas kaviara 
on the suggestions of his sulxirdinate officers. Under the present system 
whilst 80 much i.s being tulke<l of by the Government about [Kipularis- 
ing the Union Boanls and so forth I fail to see why power should not 
be given to the Union Boards to make the.se appointments and ihufwhy 
give effect to the voice of the people. What does the Magiatraie know 
about a person who is b. Is* ap]H»iiited a chaukidar or a dafndarf He 
d«K*s not know anyone in the village, he does not know the persons 
who are sent up as candidates for a chuukidarsbip, he simply ftU.Vs 
yes or no to the reeommendations that come from l)eb)W. Under these 
circumstances the sound i>olicy that was followed from 179d down- 
wards, when the appointment of these chaukidars was vt*sted in the 
{leoplo and their representatives, should l»e adhered to. We are aware 
the post of a chaukidar is a res|K>usihle one and conitdenilde power 
is given to the chaukidar to exercise and his voice has got effect on 
the ultimate administmtion. It is for this reason, I know from my 
experience in some of the districts, that even some landholders had 
been applicants for the post of chaukidars as they had apfdied formerly 
for the post of President Panchayets because they know that they will 
have some privileges for the purpose of asserting their iviuenoe over 
the people in thek neigh iKiurhood. It is for this reason, 1 Ikiilk, the 
present real representatives of the peO|ile, vi*., the Unidil Boefds, 
should nominate the chaukidar—— 
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Th* Hon>M« R«|« BHUPENDRA NARAYAN tlNHA B«lHiBur» 
•f Nashipur! We have finished the question of the appointment of 
diaukidors. Is Mr. Basu in order in discussing that question again f 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Under what Hection of the rule do you take 
your stand P 

Tht HOfi’blt Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN BINHA BalUKltir» 
4>f NaihipurS I wanted to draw your attention to what Mr. Basu is 
saying. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : You have not Wn able to make out any point 
and so Mr, Basu may continue his speech. 

Mr. 8ARAT C. BASU: I am not going to take up the time of the 
Council any more by discussion aliout order. What I am addressing 
about is only a corollary to the proposition mentioned. My iioint is 
that the people should have control over the chaukidars and the matter 
should not be monopolised by the chief executive officer of the district. 

The motion was then put and a division taken with the following 
result ; — 


AYBS* 


Afial, MsMlvi Syttf Mahsiiimatf. 

Ahsmad, Mawlvi Katimtftfin. 

ASS" SAhaSur HAwlBi 

OambIIb, Mr. A. 

OHAMSHitrl, ASaii SASASiir MauIvI MaSeat 
AA kAMin. 

ChAuStiMri, thB Haa'Mb NawaS BAMSur 
SAiyid NAWAb All. AIiaa BAbAdur. 
OAMm Mr. 0. 4. 

DABli, Mr. A. J. 

OriMAfnAiid, Mr. J. 0. 

PArrMltr, Mr. 4. OAinpbBlI. 
ryfi, Mr. 4. M. 

SllAM^ Mr. M. 0. 

QIMtrlBt, Mr. A. N. 

qaaaIia, RaI Bslisilur SAdrldAt. 

QatSaa, Mr. A. 

SiiiiAt Mr. e. N. 

NAMbllllAli, NAWAb AbWAjA. 

NASMA, AbAA SASAdlir MAIIIvI AiIIIII. 
NASS. Mr. 0. r. 

NtMilm tbi M#ii*blA MSPrt Muitamit, 
KbAA SaSaSMT. 

NAS, AbAA 0AbASsr MAmvi IbraaiAU 
NAS, Mr. A. A. SAtMlI. 

NABBAlA, MSAiVi UltStAt. 


UIrS, Mr. 0. 0. 
UAAbk Mr. T. 


MASuirt, Mr. L. T. 

MArr. tbt Hon'bl# Mr. A. 

MArtin, Mr. 0. 1. 

MBCIUBliiB, Mr. E. T. 

MittBr, AAi lAbASAr MAAAWtbA Natb. 

MittAr, tiM Haa'Mb Sir PravAMl ObAUdM*. 

MobBiiy. tbi Haa'Mb Mr. A. N. 

Muktrji. Mr. S. 0. 

NAAdy. MAbATAj KbAiar Srit ObAAdra. 
OrAiand, Mr. E. 0. 

AblllA, Mr. 4. Y. 

Abilpat. Mr. H. C. V. 

PrBAtiM. Mr. W. O. A. 

AAbAiAA. Mr. A. P. 

AaNaiaa, Mr. A. P. M. AbdAr*. 

Aay, babw NastAdra NarayAA. 

Aay, SabA SATBAdra Natb. 

Aay CbAAdburi, Mr. A. C. 

Aam, Mr. 0. P. 

Aay, Mr. Aiiay PfAMd Siasb. 

Sarbar, Aal Sabib Atbati M ab AA . 

SiAbA« tbA HAAldt Aa|a lab AdAf 
SbApB Ad rA NarayAA. 

SaiAlAMIA, MAAIvI MAbAAIAMd. 

StApMAA, Mr. N. ■. 

Tata. Ma l ar Obabt a I Oadfrty. 

TbBEAAB, Mr. N. W. 

YbBBBSBBA, Mr. W. N. 

Travart. Mr. W. L. 

War dw aar tb , Hr. W. S. 
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AMMif MHiVi AtiniMMili. 

Alit mulwl Ifttf NAinlMr. 

■jifMlit BatKi HAMM OliailirA. 
saiMrftA, Or. frAMAtlHUMtli. 

Btamim, Mm PrMMtHa NAtfc. 
iAM, Or. F. C. 

MtA, Mr. tarat C. 

■iMiat, Oatou turAiitfra NatH. 

■am, iabM OAjAy KriMiaa. 

■am, Mr. t. C. 

Ciiakraittrtty, taba Jatintfra NatH. 
CHakrawarti, NaHv JACtiMra OHaatlra. 
CHatttrlM, trijAt lUay Kimiar. 

Oa« Oiiata, Or. 4. H. 

Oatta, OalM AkHii OHaiMra. 

Dtftt, OaHa tarat Kamar. 

Oangaly, Oaba KHattatra NatH. 
OHam, taba AmarAtiAra NatH. 

Oaiita, Mr. iAfAtb CHandra. 


NiaMiAiiitka, taba trabta OAyai, 

HaqaA, KaM laMadal. 

Kamai, Maaivi Abal. 

Maiti, taba MabAtitra NatH, 

Maktrita, trijat TaraknatH. 

NatkAT, taba Nam CHanira. 

Hal CHAatfbaH, Mr. Naa|it. 

NaHaiaa, Maaivi Atiiar. 

Naaf, Maaivi tyvi Abtar. 

Ray, Or. KaMat iankar. 

Ray, trijat RMIHa tabifida. 

Ray. Or. titbaa OHantra. 

RAy, Mr. 0. N. 

Ray. Mr. Kiraa taakar. 

Ray CHaaiHaH, Rai taHatar tatyaiitrt 
NatH. 

tarkar, taba Naliairanjaa. 
tan, tHJat Nacaadra Nath. 


The Ayes being* «)7 and Noes db the following inotitm whs curried 

** To proposed first jmragmph of sulvsection {!) of sec tion 21 the 
following shall lx* added, namely: — 

‘ subject to the apjn'oval of the District Magistrate.’ ” 


5-46 p.m. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that — 

in the second paragraph of proposed sub-seoloui (/) i»f section 
21, after the words “ in a Union ” the following shall 1 h^ inserted, 
namely : — 

“ or in any local ai*ea which is docbrnnl to lx* a Union after the 
commencement of the Bengal Village Self-Oovemment 
(Amendment) Act, 1929.” 

U>) in the second paragraph of proposed 8ul)-se« tion ( 1 ) of section 
21, for the wortls, brackets and figures ” Bengal Village Solf-Oovem^ 
ment (Amendment) Act, 1928 ” the words ” said Act ” shall b® 
substituted. 

The Hon’Me Rtja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA BahMlvrt 
ef Neshiplir: Sir, the proposed amendments are simply intended to 
improve the Bill from a purely drafting standpoint. I have nothing 
more to add. 

The motions were then put and agreed to. 

Hit R«|« BHUPENDRA NARAYAN BINHA BihMdMrt 

9t Nathipur: Sir, I beg to move that in the short title of the Bill for 
the figures ” 1928 ” the figures ** 1929 ” be substiiuted. 
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Dr« BIDHAN CHANOIIA NiVt On a point of order, Sir. We 
have only a portion of the Bill which was passed in 1928 under con* 
sideration to>day, and if this amendment is carried it will mean that 
there will be two portions of the Bill, one of ld28 and the other ol 
1929. 

Mr. PREifOEMT: This amendment is consequential on the very 
oct of reconsideration which has postponed the passing of the Act to 
the year following that mentioned in the original Bill. If the Hon’hle 
Minister had not moved this amendment, the Secretary would have made 
the necessary correction under section 64. It is better that the Coun» 
cil itself shall make the correction. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: The whole of the Bill has not 
been sent to us hut only a portion of it. The portion of the Bill which 
has not been sent to us must bear the year 1928. 

Mr. PREilDENT: That is absurd in the verv' face of it. 

The motion was then put and a division taken with the following 
result : — 


AYES. 


Afsal, HaiHvi tyti Maa sm aws. 

Atiamad, Maulvl KasinitfSifi. 

AamM. Khan laliatfii*' Mauivi ■maSiNitfIn. 
Mir, Mr. 4, R. 

OatMlIt, Mr. A. 

SMMMIarl, RMa SaRaSiir MaaivI HaStar 
RaSaiaa. 

OlMMSaarl, taa Maa'Sla NawaS Raliaaiir 
•alyM Nawab All, Kbaa SabaSar. 
eabaa. Mr. a. J. 

Datb, Mr. A. J. 
sriRiia u m, Mr. a. s. 
rairaitar, Mr. 4, tampball. 
ryta, Mr. 4. N. 

SbaM, Mr. M. 0. 

SIMWlfl, Mr. R. N. 

OaMba, Ral SaRaiRr SaSrMaa. 

SMMaa, Mr. A. S. 

NaMlMiliaib, M«ab Kimaia. 

Maaati sabaSar Maaivi AfUaL 

Na«, Mr. S. f. 

NaMia, tba Naa*bla Nawab MaMiarraf. 
Kbaa SabaSar. 

Naa, Kbaa SabaSar Maalvl Ibiwaat 
Naa. Mr. A. K. raiMR. 

Hawala, Maaltl Latafat. 

jaablbR Sr. W. a, 

KariM. MaaM AbSal. 

Kauai, MaaM AMM. 


Lairs, Mr. R. •. 

Laaib, Mr. T. 

Magairt, Mr. L. T. 

Marr. th« Haa'bit Mr. A. 

Martin, Mr. 0. t. 

M«(Haalii«, Mr. K. T. 

MNitr, Rai labasar Maamatba Nath. 
Mittsr, tbt NaaM Sir Rravaab CbanSar. 
Mabtiiy, tba Haa'Ma Mr. A. N. 

Mabarji, Mr. t. C. 

Naasy, Ma».araj Kaiaar irit CbaaSra. 
OraMiiS, Mr. 1. e 
abiUR, Mr. 4. V. 

Rbilaat, Mr. N. 0. Y. 

Rraatlaa, Mr. W. a R. 

Rabmaa, Maaivi tba a na r . 

Rabmaa, Mr. A. P. 

Nabaiaa, Mr. A. P. M. Absar<. 

Ray, Saba R ag aair a Rarayaa. 

Ray ObaaSbari, Mr. K. 0. 

Raaa, Mr. S. P. 

Ray, Mr. Siiay PraaaS tiagb. 

•arfcar, Rai Sabib Rabatl M ab aa > 
tinba, tba Haa'Ma Ra|a Rabagar 

talalBiaa, Maaivi M abaa a aaS . 

•taplataa, Mr. N. S. 

Yaia, RMiSrOia Ma i Oasiiay. 

Tbaaaw, Mr, N. w. 


Kbaa, Maaivi 
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AlMMait Maiiivi AtiimiMiii. 

Mfeu Rwum OMiidrm. 
BiUMrjttf Dr. Braimitlianatii. 

BamrlM, Baba Bramttlia Nath. 

•atu, Dr. P, C. 

•ata, Mr. iarat C. 

Birarat, Baba iurandra Natb. 

Batt, Baba Btjoy Kritbna. 

Bom, Mr. t. C. 

Cbakrabortty, Babu JatiiPidra Nath. 
Chahravarti, Baba JoginBra Chandra. 
Chattorjoo, Brijat Bijay Kumar, 
oat Buiita, Dr. j. M. 

Ditta, Babu Ahhil Chandra. 

Cutt, Babu taral Kumar, 
aanfuly, Babu Khagondra Nath. 
Dboot, Babu Amarondra Nath. 


Bupta, Mr. Jogooh Chandra. 

Himatoingha, Babu brabbu Otyal. 

Hoguo, Kaii tmdadul. 

Maiti, Babu M a bon dr a Nath. 

Muktrjoa, Brijttt Tarahnatb. 

Naolior, Babu Horn Chandra. 

Pal ChoudhuH, Mr. Banjit. 

Rahman, Mauivi Aiiiur. 

Ray, Or. Kumud tanliar. 

Bay. trijut Radha Boblnda. 

Roy, Dr. Bldhan Chandra. 

Roy. Mr. O. N. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Bankar. 

Roy Choudhurl, Ral Bahadur Batyondra 
Nath. 

Barkor, Babu Naliniran)an. 

Bon, Brijut Nagondra Nath. 


The Ayes heiiijr 00 and the Noes the following- motion waa 
carried : — 

“ That ill the short title of the Bill for the tigures ‘ 192H ’ the 
hgiires * 1929 * be substituted. ’’ 

0 p.m. 

The Hofi^Mo RbJb BHUPENORA NARAYAN tINHA Bahitfiir, 
of Nashipurs I l»eg: to move that in clause 2 in proiHised section 20 (.?) 
for the fij^ires “ 192H the figrures 1929 substituted. 

The motion was thtMi put and ug-reed to. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The (pie.stion is that claiiHes 2 and >1, as 
amended, stand imrt of the Hill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The following motion wu.s calle«l l«it not moved : — 


r Rai HARENORANATH CHAUDHURI to move that the Bill, 
as now settleil in (\nincil, In? |m-s»ed.’* 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I had better imint out to the House that it is 
essentia] that the thinl reading of the Bill should lie gpone through 
if the Bill is to be considered us jiassed by the Council, Rai Harendra- 
nath Chaudhuri was called tiiion to move for the third reading of the 
Bill but he did not respond. Under section 52A no other person is 
competent to move that the Bill be passed. The Bill will, therefore, 
die, unless the member in charge of it moves the final motion at the 
next seasion of the Council. 

[At 6-15 p.m. the Council was adjourned and it re-assembled at 
6-80 p.m.] 
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Tim Indfan Univ 0 rsftie 8 (Bengal Amendinent) Bill, 1928. 

MINtttBtt in ehtr^i of HEI^ARTMENT of EbUCATItlN (th* 
Hon’bla Hmm Heaain, Khan BaMiir>s I beg to present 

the rejwri of tim Select Committee on the Indian Univergities (Bengal 
Amendment) Bffl, 1928. 

At the outset, although it is not my duty now, may I appeal to 
my friend Dr. Pramuthanath Bauerjea to postpone the consideration 
of this Bill till next session in order to enable us to expedite the pre* 
pimtioii of our Bill in the meantime and to come to some amicablo 
settlement in future. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: In view of the recjuest that 
has been made b>* the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Education to 
post]x>ne the consideration of this Bill, I am preptired, with the leave 
of the House, to defer the consideration of this Bill till the next 
session. 

Babtt MANMATHA NATH ROY: Does this amount to withdrawal?’ 

Ar. PRAHHATMANATH BANERdEA: No. 

Mr. PRB8IAENT. 1 take it that the meml)er in charge of the Bill 
has not moved that the Bill lie taken into cxinsideration. Of course, 
Dr, Banerjea will lie at lilierty to biing his motion forward at the 
next session. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERdEA. It is understood that in the 
next session leave will lie giauted to me to take up this Bill. 


Tlii Btngid InBlltlriil DMHopBiiiit BNI^ 1988. 

BMni NALINIRANdAN BARKER: I l>eg leave to introduce a Bill 
to provide for the initiation or development of industries in Uie Presi> 
deucy of Bengal with a view to improving the economic condition of 
iti people. 

Tile Seoretsmry then read the title of the Bill. 

The motion that leave be granted to introduce the Bill was then 
put and agreed to. 

BilMi HAtiNIRANdAN BARKER: I beg to move that the said 
Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of the Hon’ He Raja 
Bhupendra Narayati Sinba Bahadur, of Nashipur, Dr. Bidhan C^umdra 
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Roy, Babu Akhil Chandra D*itta, Mr. Gholam Hoasain Shah, Mr. Satisb 
Chandra Sen, MaxilTi Abnl Kasem, Mr Aitaf Ah and niywlf, with 
instfnetion to submit their reix)rt in time for its consideration at the 
next mwting^ of the Bengal liegislntive Council and that the tiumber 
of meiabers whose pi-esence shall be necessary to constitute a quomtd 
shall be five. 

The following motions were called but not moved: — 

Sfljut RArDHA GOBINOA RAY to move, by way of amendment, 
that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon 
by the 20th of June, 1029. 

M«ul¥t TAMIZUDDIN KHAN to move, by way of amendment, that 
the Bill lie circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon hv the 
31st May, 1929. 

Mr. SATYENDRA CHANDRA CHOtH MAULIK t(» move, by 
way of amendment, that the Bill l>e cinuhited for the purjHwse of 
eliciting public «>pini<m thereon by the 30th April, 1929.** 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: 1 l)eg to move that the Bill he circulated for 
the pur|K)se of eliciting opinion thereon within two months from the 
date on which this motion is <'niTied in Council. 

At the \<‘ry <»utset I may a.ssiire my friend Babu Naliniranjan Sarker 
that 1 am not agttinst his Bill. My object in profK)Ming its circiita* 
tion is to give the public an opportunity to know to what extent the 
Council is going to commit itself. I have heard it argue<l that the 
ofunion on this particular matter has already lM*en collected in connec- 
tion with the Bill whi<h was thrown out the other day. In the short 
t4iiie Ikat I h»d to look into the (wovisioos of the Bill, 1 think it 
requires to W considered bv the public who ought U) gt> through it 
veiy carefully. I do not think it advisable for any one either on the 
GtrvemtBeni side or on the (xifnilar side to try* to rush any Bill through. 
A Bill which proposed to give industrial aid to the province was intro- 
duoed by the Hon’ble Minister at the last session. My friends argued 
thmi that the whole sobeme should be placed before the country. 1 
aai now following their course and asking them to give the countiy 
Ml oppontunity of judging what is going to be proposed. I do not want 
te ahah^ the Bill and it can oertainly be taken up at the next sesiiciii. 
I do not think it wise or pnideni to rush the BUI through at this stage. 
Lot the whole country judge the thing and let there be an (Opportunity 
lar eeeiy one to say what he has got to say and Um bring forward 
the whole Bill early next session. Whenever Oovemment wants to 
ivtvoduce any Bill, the public wants an (^>poftunity to express opiaion. 
Why should we not follow that course? I have beard it said that 
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the present Council will be dissolved next August. I am sure 
Mr. NaJiniranjan Sarker will be there even after the next election 
and he will have an opfmrtuiiitv c»t seeing his Bill through. But if be 
is not there, there will lie othei*s to take up the Bill, I do not think 
that the Bill should be taken up before the oountrj^ expi-esses its opinion 
on it. 

Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: It was interesting to hear 
Mr. P. N. (luhtt, representing the Bengal Secretariat, tiying to post- 
pone a Bill the necessity of which eveji the Government has accepted. 
Government itself introduced a Bill and they considered that a Bill 
of the kind was necessary. It was ciiculated and opinion was obtained. 
I do not understand why Mr. Guha thinks that it is neces.sary to find 
out what is the opinion of the country* cm a Bill of this nature. In 
the State Aid to Industries Bill which was introduced by Govern- 
ment the preamble states that it is expedient to provide for State aid 
to industries. I thought that Mr. Guha representing Government here 
would abide by that preamble and he wtuild accept the exiJediency of 
the introduction of a Bill of that kind. But 1 find he finds it only exi)e- 
dient to vote with Government but not to supijort a measure even when 
Government admitted its niH'essity and though it is wanted by the coun- 
try. It is common knowledge thal there is a giMnl deal of unemploy- 
ment in this province and there is a good <ipal of di.scontent among 
peoplf liecause they do not know how to eke out n livelihood. It 
has l)een d(Mihted whtdher Government ha> got a duty to help in this 
direction. It has also been opined by .some Government [leople and 
by some people outside Government that it is undesirable for Govern- 
ment to launch into aiiv kind of industrial enterprises liecause there 
is a. likelihood of loss id capital or money spent. 

6-30 p.m. 

My reply to the argument of those gentlemen is that the Govern- 
ment has got a duty to perform in this direction, that the Govern- 
ment has got to initiate certain measures as every Government in 
evor>* civilised <’ountrv dm»H. It would not di> for the Government 
of Bengal to My that they will not do anything for the pur]K>se of 
giving State aid to industries; in fact, that is no longer the Govern- 
ment iK>sition. We turned down the Government BiU finr giving 
State aid to industries brought by the Government on the ground that 
it provided for a sort of nominated body, and 1 think every Indian haa 
realised that it is too late in the day to allow any popular measure 
to be controlled by nominated gentlemen. There is no denying the 
fact that the Government does not enjoy the confidence of the people. 
If you want iO launch any popular measure you must at once realise 
that what is wanted is to inspire the confidence of the peo^de in the 
constitution of the Board in whose hands the management of affairs 
is to be left. 
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In the next place, Mr. Sarker’s Bill pi-ovides a greeter scojie for 
helping the industries of the countn*. There is absolutely no reason 
why e Bill which contemplates no more than providing a |>opiilar 
body for the control and management of State aid to industries, 
whatever may be the amount available from the very slender resources 
at the disposal of the Government at the present moment and also to 
enlarge the scop© of the Bill, should not be supported. I, therefoi'e, 
oppose the amendment proposed by Mr. P. N. Guha. I submit Uy the 
House that there is absolutely no necessity for circulating the Rill 
unless it is for the purpose of shelving it ivnd unless it is meant to 
serve the purpose of those w’ho do not w'nnt Government to do any- 
thing towards giving aid to industries. 

Mmlvi ABUL KA8EM: 1 rise to support the motion for referring 
the Bill to n Select Committee. There is a proposal that it lie cir- 
culated for eliciting public opinion. After what has been said I find 
that opinions were invited and received on the Bill brought forwaid 
by Government, and this is a very similar Bill. Of course there are 
differences and these <liffereiices are imix>rtant. But these differences 
can be met at the Select (\mimittee meetings. Goveniineni will be 
fully represented there and the House will W n»[iTesen<e<l, and after 
considering the Bill in the Select (\immittee we can se** our way to 
accept or reject the Bill. (Government will have an ample op|>ortuiiiiv 
to discuss it in the House and the House may then u<‘ce|»t or reject 
it. But to say at the lieginniiig that it h<* cinnilated for jiuhlio 
opinion — there is only <inc idea behind it that it w’ill la» shelved for- 
ever. I ho|M» this (Nnincil will not be extended and th«' lifeilnic of 
this Council is limited. Therefore, Sir, there are only two miMins^ 
either to refer the Bill to the Select Coiiunitt4?>e or to reject it in tofo. 

I can understand the mi»tion for rejecting if but 1 cannot understand 
the one for circulating it for public opinion. 

BallU BEdOY KRISHNA BOBE: I rise Ui su{>|>ort the motion of 
my friend, Babu Nalinirwiijaii Sarker, and to ojijkihi* the motion of 
Mr. P. N. Guha. Mr. Guha's motion is simply dillltor>^ He w'ants 
to elicit public opinion on the provisions of this Bill. Any one, Sir, 
who had the time and opportunity of haiking inU> the two Bills, the 
Bill that was introduced bv the Government and the Bill that is now 
introduced by my friend, Mr. Sarker, will see that the argument of 
Mr. P. N. Guha that public o|>inion should be taken on this Bill has ah- 
Si^utely no substance. The opinion of the public has already lieen given 
on the general principles and provisions of the Bill. If you O/Ompare the 
two Bills, you will find that Mr. Sarker’s Bill is the better of the two and 
that the principles of the two Bills are almost the same except that 
the Government Bill was narrow in its conception whereas the Bill 
of Mr. Sarker is wider in its scope. If you compare the viriotia 
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Aectionn ot the two Bills, you will find, Sir, that secticm 3 of 
Mr. Barker’s Bill provides for a Board of Industries based on an elec- 
tive btisis. Both the Bills provide for a Board of Industries consisting 
of 12 inenil)ers, but wherea.s in the Government Bill so many as 9 are 
nominated and 3 are elected members, in Mr. Barker’s Bill 10 are 
elected and 2 are nominated meml)ei*s. With regard to the duties 
of the Board section 4 of Mr. Barker’s Bill may be compered with 
section 16 of the Government Bill. Any one going through these 
two sex-tions, section 4 of Mr. Barker’s Bill and section 16 of the Gov- 
ernment Bill, will find that Mr. Barker’s Bill is far superior to the 
other. Then if yon go through section 6 of Mr. Barker’s Bill you 
will find that measures are therein provided similar to those containefl 
in section 19 of the (b^venmieiit Bill, and that the provi.sion.s of 
Mr. Barker’s Bill are far sU])ei'ior to those <'ontained in the Govern- 
ment Bill. If ytm Ua^k to sec tion 7 of Mr. Barker’s Bill you will find 
it is almost the same as section 29 of the (lovemment Bill which pro- 
vides for industries to bt^ aided with only a little difference which 
will be found in sul>-section fr) of Mr. Barker’s Bill, and nobody can 
say that the industry mentioned then* is (me which ought not to be 
aided. If you look to section 10 of Mr. Barker’s Bill it is almost the 
same as the ]>roviso t<» s#H?tion 19, sulwliiuse (a) of the (iovemment 
Bill; se(‘iioii 13 of Mr. Barker’** Bill — repayment of loans — is the 
same as section 19 (»f the Government Hill, and I ('an refer to many 
other similar clauses in the two Hills. Therefore, Sir, 1 submit on 
a reference to the two Bills, it will W seen that the public have already 
given their opinion on this Bill as w'ell. 1 have gone through those 
opinions. Those opinions have been (inulated ff» us and I find that 
most of the associations whiih have given their ojunions merely cla- 
mour for a seat in the electointe from which the Board of Industries 
would be constituted. There is no substance in the motion of Mr. Guha 
that this Bill is a new' Bill, its jiriiic'iples are new and that the public 
are not aware of its provisions and therefore time should W given to 
the public tii give their opinion on it. Mr. Barker’s Bill is pmciioally 
on the same lines as the Government Bill, onl^' it goes further ahead 
of the Government Bill. If this Bill is aeut to the Select Cemmittae 
after the raeaipt of opinions, 1 do not think that this Bill will come 
out of the Select Oommittee in time for consideration by the Counoil 
in July. We have no noii-official days in March and the next aeistou 
will probaldy be in June or July and we do not know how many non- 
official days will be given to us then. Probably we may be given one 
or two non-official days and it will not be sufficient for us to see this 
Bill through. This is one of the measures brought by that much 
maligncsl body the O^mgress party, and when there is this constructive 
measure brought by a member of the Congress imrty I find opfmaitkin 
from those scMifilied co-operators wb(» want to kill this Bill. It is said 
^t Babu Nulimraniatt ^rker will be in the next Council to pilot this 
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Bill ni that time. We kave lio faith in the future of tkU Council uor 
4o we think that any good can come out of this Council as it is at 
present constituted. Therefore, when the opportunity is before ut, 
when the Bill is before us, when it is a constructive measure put forward 
by us and when the provisions of this Bill are far suj^ierior to the pro* 
visions of the Bill brought by the Hon'ble Minister, I hope the House 
will not try to throw out this Bill, and so far as the present Council 
is concerned, to circulate the Bill for public opinion is to throw out 
the Bill for the present. Therefore, 1 make an appeal to my colleagues 
to see that this Bill is referred to the Select Committee. There will 
be time for us to meet and discuss the Bill in the ,luly session next 
in that case. 

Or. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I, ns one who bus taken iiitei-est 
in industrial matters, feel the necessity for a mensuri' of Ihis kind. 
It is not I alone who feel the nec essity and urgency of it but the fact 
that a new Minister, a Minister newly appointed, had thought fit to 
bring in this session a Bill of this character shows that even the 
Government thinks that it is ne<*es.sary to give some aid to smaU 
industries in Bengal. Thert^fore, Sir, any propi»sal put forward before 
us which in any way delay the consummation of a pniposal of this 
•character should certainly Ih' regarded from our |H)int of view tis 
dilatory’. The profsisition of Mr. Guha means this—that the Bill 
•cannot lie jwit before the Select Oommittee liefore the July seaaion 
and therefore it cannot emerge out of a Select (/ommittee and be 
committed to any session of the Council so far as the present Ooimcil 
is concerned. It would mean this that when the jH-esent Council ia 
dissolved and the new Council is brought into existence, the Bill will 
have to go through the same process and I think there will be no lack 
of others like Mr. Ouha who will move for circulating the Bill lor 
public opinion. Therefore the urgency of the measure lieing there 
and also as mentioned by my friends here, that the (iovernment Bill 
wae sent to 54 different persons and associations for opinion is enough 
piroof Uiat the matter has l>een before the public. 

6-45 p.m. 

There is another proposition that I want to put beftwe the members 
of this Council. If it were a Bill like the University Bill or the Pri- 
mary Education Bill already in existence and operative then the 
question of circulating this Bill for public opinioi» would have arisen, 
but in this matter it is a new departure. If this Bill be carried and 
be given effect to then it will be possible for the public and the liCgis- 
lative Council to consider in future how it has affected the small in- 
dustries in the pi evince, and the public will be able to give soige 
opinion on it. The verj' fact that out of 54 associations to whom tho 
Cbvernment have refenwd their PUl onl^* 12 or 13 have given 
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opinion showi that a majority of the people are not able to yisnalise 
what the effect of a Bill of this character will be. Therefore I do 
not think that any (food will follow from simply circulating the Bill 
for eliciting public opinion except that the Bill will be killed so far 
ns the present Council is concerned. For this reason my party will 
certainly oppose the amendment. 

Or. J. M. DAS CUPTAs I am tempted to rise to speak on thia 
motion mainly Ijecause of the opposition of my friend, Mr. Guha 
opposite. One thing that struck me was that whoever may come to 
the next Council or may not come, Mr. Guha is apparently convinced 
that he has a good sjKirting chnnce of coming. Considering the fidelity 
with which he has supported the Government he is naturally confideut 
of his return to the Council next year. 

Now, Sir, turning to the Bill I shall make a few observations. 
The first and foremost of them is that if Mr. Guha had really studied 
the opinions that have been received t>n this Bill and circulated to us 
he would bo convinced that Mr. Sarker's Bill is the only possible Bill 
that can be taken up at this stage. Of the opinions received, one 
comes from Sir Rajendra Nath M(K>kerjee, whom nobody would accuse 
of being a Swarajist or of l>eing in any way actuated by any motives of 
destruction. What did Sir R. N. Mookeriee advise? His first and 
foremost advice was that the Vresident of the Board should be an 
elected one and that it would not be reasonable to expect any business 
man to go and sen'c under an official President without any first-hand 
business exiwrience. I think Sir R. N. Mcs)kerjee\s opinion is very 
weighty and should l)e given the <*onsideration it desenes. Exactly 
the same reason actuated us to {wo[ioh<* this t hange from the Govern- 
ment Bill, namely, that the l^resideiit should In* ele( ted, so far as the 
Board is concerned. 

1 would advis4* Mr. Y. N. Guha to look at the opinion given by 
Mr. Weston, the Director of Industries; there he will find that the 
Director of Industries has pn^iHWjed a Boanl on a principle which 
prectically the same as that of Mr. Sarker. One of the funuiesSt things 
that I find in connection with the Btmrd is that the Bengal I.egislative 
Council is unr ep wi »cn te<l on it ; this has also been noticed by Mr. W^eston 
and his suggestion is that H members of the Ix^gislutive Council should 
be oil the Board, lit addition to this the principle on which 
Mr. We»t4jirs Advisory- Committee is biisetl is practically the same m 
Mr. Sarkeris. 

Turning to the various recommendations that have come frout 
the public, from the various Chambers of Commerce, various associn- 
tions such as mining and other associations, I may say that their 
recommendationft have rarely been comprehensive. Not a single of 
them has a grasp of the issue involved and thetr main concern is to 
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be u^reeented on tbe Board or to be elected on tbe body from which 
the Bowd ie to be constituted^ end they have left sevei^y alone the- 
main principle on which the question should be considered. 

So far as the opinion of Government officials, particularly thw 
Magistrates of districts, and other resiHmsible Government officers ia 
concerned, I make bold to say that in their recommendations the 
greatest possible importance is attached to making some provisions 
for inspecting officers. Their main intention is to provide highly paid 
posts to be tilled by some Government officers — that is all. Their other 
recommendations were merely verbal alterations U) make the draft 
more complete and presentable. However, to cut the matter short, 
I consider that taking into account the whole thing one c 4 innoi but 
be convinced that the matter has been l)efore the countiy* for a long 
time and Government, in the expectation that they should l)e able 
to have a State Aid to Industries Bill in name only but in reality 
something that would not help our countrymen in any way. have taken 
ample pains to see that no blame on the score of insufficient circulation 
is laid at their door. Naturally their Bill was widely circulate<l and 
not a single industrial a.s80cintion was left out. But the iiiniji reason 
why this Council has turned down that Bill is because it could not 
accept the principle on which the Board was constituted, namely, 
nomination. The principle laid down in the jnesent Bill is that of 
election. 

Regard being had to all these things there is ih> doubt that the Bill 
has been amply circulated and it need not he circulated again unless, 
of course, it is the intention of (Government to somehow or other |H>st- 
pone the Bill and enrn it on t 4 > the next (\)uncil and Mr. Guhii’s 
amendment has given out this real secret liehind the opposition. I 
think the Bill should Ik* referred to the Select (Vunmittee and when 
the country* sees how it works and realises its effects then it will be- 
time to delete some provisions or add some others. 

With these words I api^eal to the House to throw out this motion 
lor circulation. 

Mr. P. C. BAtU: I do nf>t want to inffict a long sjK*ech at the fag 
end of the day and I know that the members on the Treasury Irencb’ 
are anxious to go away, but I want to say just a few words. The 
Hon'ble Baja Bahadur of Nashipur introduced a Bill in this (Jouncif 
a few days ago with reference to the same subject. I suppose the 
Raja Bahadur did it in consultation with the Cabinet of His Excellency 
the Governor. Now when that Bill is thrown out by the Council and! 
a mmre popular measure has been brought in by Babu Naliniranjan 
Barker I am sure it would not lie in the mouth of Government to cqijKiae 
this BUI because the Government have committed themselves to ihw 
ftmt that there is a necessity of a Bill for the purpose of providiii(g 
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ior tile deTelop&eEt of induetriee in ikis pttiTiMee. But my Imemd 
Mr. P. N. Giiha is conaietent; be no doubt o|ifKMed tbe Bill wbicb 
the Governmetit brought up and he ia doing so now. Thai is no reaaou 
why the present Council ahould send this Bill for eliciting opinion 
because it has already been done when the Baja Bahadur of Nashipur^s 
Bill was brought before the Oouncil. It is useless for me to sny that 
there is a necessity for this Bill and I am sure that because this Bill 
lias been introduced by a member of the Congress party this should 
not be opposed by other members of tbe Council. I appeal to the 
sense of this House, to my friends on the other side headed by 
Hr. Travers, to think and to consider if there is a necessity for such 
a BUI, and if that be so, U> let tbe Bill be referred to a Select Com* 
mittee. There tbe matter may be discussed but we aU know that if 
Mr. P. N. Cuba's amendment be carried there is no chance of the 
Bill being brought forw'ard in this Council and we will bury it for 
«ver. With these words I ask that Mr. Guha’s amendment should 
not ba accepted. 

(At this stage Balm Akhil Chandra Datta rose to speak.) 

Mr. PREBIDENT s I find that many more members are anxious to 
speak on this subject; but, as it is now 7 o’clock, I better keep the 
matter oi>en for discussion till to-morrow. Akhil Babu will have the 
jftrst opportunity to speak, to-mom)W, if he so desires. 

MJwiniiiiaiit 

The Council was then adjoumeil till 3 p.m. on the 8th February, 
1929, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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The Couucil m«t in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 
on Friday, the 8th February, 1929, at 3 p.m. 


Proient: 

The Hon’ble the Predideiit (the Hon'hle Ilaja Makmatha Nath 
Ray CHannHUEi, of Santoeh), in the Chair, the four llon’ble MeuiWrs 
ol the Executive Couucil, the two Hou*ble Ministers and 108 nominated 
and elected members. 


•Urtod Quotliofio 

(to odiioli ortl omourt wort sivon). 

Patohiiiigaon B. N. H. E. totiool, Tipiiori. 

*21. Mouivi AilMUDOIN AHAMAD: (a) U the Hon'ble 

Minister in charge of the Department of Education aware of the fai't 
that the grant-iii-uid of the Pawhimgaon B. N. H. E. School, police* 
station Laksam, in the district of Tippera, has been lunpendedP 
^h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of the fact that its affiliation 
to the Calcutta Cniversity has alH(» Wen cancelled? 

(c) Is it a fact that the IDm’ble Minister himself visited the said 
school a few months ago? 

id) Will the Hon’ble Minister W pleased to state the reason or 
reasons for the — 

(t) suipansion of the gTant<.iii<*aid ; and 
(tt) the ('nnoellation of the affiliation? 

ic) Will the Hon’ble Minister W pleased to state the impression 
be hittiioll reoeiveil when he vistted the same school regarding the 
present general condition of the said school? 

(f) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether tho 
irrant*in*aid will be renewed and the eancellation ol tho affiliation 
he withdrawn in the near future, taking into consideration iti 
improved condition as it now stands in oompohson with tho condition 
of tho Laksam High Shglish Bchod? 
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MINISTER in ehirgi of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (Oio 
Hon^blo Nanroii Moofiomif Hoooln, Klian RMiodtir): (a) 

(b) Yes. 

(r) Yes. 

(d) (t) The school failed to comply with the conditions laid down 
by Government for grant>in-aid, e.g.^ a minimum enr<dment of 150 
students (average for 1924-26, 72) properly paid and qualified staff,, 
and satisfactory examination results (average sent up for Hatricula* 
tion 11, passed 3). The average monthly fee receipt for 1924-26 
was only Its. 96. 

(it) Affiliation was cancelled by the University : the Government 
are not informed by the University authorities of their reasons. 

(e) Hon’ble Minister formed no opinion of the efficiency of the 
school and before coming to any opinion on this subject, would first 
consider the opinion of inspecting officers of the department. 

(/) No statement can be made on the subject of reconsideration 
by the University authorities of the orders passed by them. 

If and when the school authorities obtain renewal of recognition 
they may apjdy to the Divisional Insj>ector of Schools, Chittagong, 
for a grant-in-aid and their application will re<‘eive proper considera- 
tion. 

The school will first have to satisfy the In8pe<‘tor that it com- 
plies with the grant-in-aid rules. 

Mwlivi NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be plense<l to state whether this .school is a Moslem managed school? 

TIm Hon’bla NawMi MUtHARRUF H08AIN, Khan Baliadiir: 

Yes, 

Maillvi NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleam'd to state whether this is the only Moslem managed school from 
which the grant-in-aid has l>een withdrawn, or whether there are 7 or 
8 schools, all Moalein high sthools from wliich grants have been 
similarly withdrawn? 

Tilt HonMMt Hawaii MUtHARRUF HOtAIN, KHaii Raliatiir: I 

want notice of this question, Wcause it traverses too many points. 

MaMivi NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Minister ba 
pleased to state whether it is also a fact that the money saved from 
the withdrawal 6f this grant-in-aid was made over to a Hindu managed 
•ohool within two or three miles of the Moslem school? 
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rm Hon’iHt Ntwab MU8HARRUF HOtAIN, KlHm UMHtos 

}t ii a fact that a grant was made to a Hindu managed school in the 
vicinity, hut wliether the money thus saved was utilised for the purpose 
is more than I can say. 

MiUtvi NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon* hie Minister 
be pleaaed to state the number of students in the Hindu managed 
^ichool to whom this grant-in-aid was paid? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is impossible to answer that question offhand. 

Khan Bahadur Maul¥i AZIZUL HAQUES With reference to answer 
(d), will the Hon ’hie Minister he pleased to lay on the table a copy of 
the conditions for making grants-in-aid to private schools? 

Tha Hon’Me Nawab MUSHARRUF HOBAIN, Khan Bahadurs 

The meml)er will find the answer in the Education Code. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon ble Minis- 
ter l>e pleased to state where the Education Code is available, and 
whether it is at all available? 

Tha Hon*bla Nawah MUSHARRUF HOSAIN, Khan Bahadurs 

T cannot say, it is certainly available in the Secretariat. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: is the Hon'ble Minister 

awaie that the KdmatiiUi (Vnle has not lieen puhlished for the last 25 
yeai*s? 

(No reply). 


Rivtrs Arialkhan and Torkay in Bakarganl and Farldpur. 

^22. Bibu 8URENDRA NATH BIBWAB: (a) Will the llon*ble 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (l.«nd Revenue) be 
pleased to state whether the rivers Arialkhan and Torkey, in the districts 
of Bakarganj and Faridpur, are regarded as tidal and navigable rivers 
according to the Private Fisheries Protection Act, 1889 fBen. Act JI 
of 1889)? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the H<m*hle 
Member be pleased to state whether the public, including dsbermen^ 
have got free fishery right in those riversf 


MEMBER In abarfi af DBFARTMiNT at RiViNUl (LAND 
REVENUE) (tha HanlNa ihr Pamab Chttndar Mlttir)i (a) Tha 
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€Xi>r«Mioii ‘‘tidal and navigaWe rivwn” being iwitber de&nad nor 
contemplated by the Act mentioned, it is not possible to state if the 
two rivers can be regarded as tidal and navigable rivers according to 
the said Act. 

(h) Does not arise. 

iaiNI tUHCIiDflA NATH ilSWAS: Will the Hon*ble Memher 
be pleased to state whether there is any such definition in any Act? 

The Hon’Mofir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: There is no A< t, 

BO far as I am aware, in which such a definition can be found, but the 
question refers specifically to Bengal Act IT of 1880. 

Babu BURENORA NATH BISWAS: ITow does the Herbie Meio. 
ber know that the rivers Ariulkhan and 'I'orkev cannot W regarded as 
“ tidal and navigable ” rivers? 

TIm Hon’fNt Sir RROVASH CHUNDBR MITTBR: The niemhci 
has put the question in this form: .. whether the rivers Arialkhan 

and Turkey, in the districts of Bakargauj and Faridpur, are regarded 
as tidal and navigable rivers according to the Private Fisheries Pro- 
teotion Act, 1889? ” Therefore, I sulmiit he ought to know how these 
rivers are descrilietl — whether they are navigable or not. 

Mm SURENORA NATH BISWAS: The Hon'ble Member sa.\. 
that— 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is no question, Mr. Hi>wus. P)ea;«e put it 
in the form of a (tuestioii. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: The Hoirble MemWi has 
referred In wy question 

Mr. PMBI9BNT: You are not allowed to make a spee('h. Put 
a question, if you ^sh to. 

Babu SNRillOIIA NATH BfBWABt Will the Hon 'hie Member 
be ideased to state if there is any definiticm of the expression “ tidal 
and navigable river”? 

Tbt M PRDVABH CHUMOER MITTER: 1 think 1 have 

already answered that question : There is no such defiaitaon in Bengal 
Act II of 1889. 


Babu BURAMIRA NATH SIBWABI In any other Act? 
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fit Sir PROVAtH CHUMMII IIITTtlll I do not knmr. 

That is a question for m lawyer to answer. (A Vohb: Are yon aot » 
lawyer?) 


bifffMtiiiManM af iiaiia of aalo iMoctamaliofi notieai in Um 
“ dangipur Sambad.^* 

*at. lalM iURENDRA NATH iltWAi: (•) Is the Hom’bie 

Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware that the Hon* bio 
Sushil Kumar Sinha, the District Jadge of Murshidabad, has dia* 
continued the issue of sale proclamation imtioes im the 
Samhad? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the ffem*ble 
Member be plea8e<l to state the reason for such discontinuani'e? 

MllitiR ill aharga of dUDIflAL DtPARTiliirr m mfblw 
Mr. A. N. MobOriy): (a) Yes. 

(b) The Government do not think it necessary to inquire into the 
mutter, as the publi<'ation of sale proclamations is within the discre- 
tion of the Court under Order 21, Itule 67 (2), of the Civil Procedure 
Code [see Rule 100 (c), page 36, Chapter I, General Rules and 
Circular Orders of the High Court (Civil)]. 

Srijut NACENDRA NATH SENS With I'eferonce to (o), will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the District Judge has 
onlered the discontinuance of the issue of sale proclamation notices in 
respect of his own Court, or in respect of other courts in the diiftrret 
of Murshidabad? 

Tbt f f di t*b li hlrb Ab N« 1IIMEIII.Y: f must ask for fresh notice. 

trijut NACENDRA NATH SENS With reference to answer (b), 
will t^ Hon’ble Member be pleased to idate whether it is a fact that 
Government have not thought it nec^essary to inquire into the matter 
because they do not want to interfere with the discretion of the 
Court f 

Tba Hon’bla Mr. A. N. MOBERLYs I would refer the member to 
my answer; I have nothing further to add. 

Babil d IT t N DR Ai. At. BANNERdtt: On a point of order, Sir. 
How can we know the luasons for the District «Tudge’s conduct uidesa 
the Hon’ble Member answers this question f It may be within the 
power of the District Judge to publieh the s^e proclamatiMis in lehat- 
ever paper he likes. But, seeing that the District Judge discontinued 
the pubiieaiiqn of these notices in a partfCttlar paper, bow oan wa kftow 
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the reaflons for his action unloss the Hon*ble Member himflelf answei-s 
the question P We cannot very well question the District Judge. 

The Hon’llle Mr. A. N. MOBERLYs May I sug^t. Sir, that if 
members require specific answers, they must ask specific questions? I 
have answered the question as it was put, now I am asked to answer 
something else. 

itlHl SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the H<m’bie Member be 
pleased to state whetlier it is a fact that the publication of sale pro- 
clamations in the Jangipur Snmbad was discontinued on the ground that 
the paper commented on the subject of subdi visional officers? 

Ttia Hon^bli Mr. A. N. MOBERLYs 1 have already given my 
Answer. I have nothing further to add. 

Baby dITENORALAL BANNERdEE: Sir. my point of order ha^ 
not yet l)een met. 

Mr. PRESIOENT: Y our point of order was met the other day. 
I told you that it is not in tlie power of the President to (‘ompel any 
member of Govemment to answer a question. You must take an answer 
as it is. If it is unsatisfactory, your remedy lies in putting supple- 
mentary questions. 

Baby dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Mr. President, 1 submit that 
your powers are not (juite so limited or ciiTUins< i ihe<i as you are modestly 
pleased to think. 

Mk, PREBIOENT: You are nut of order. Mr. Hannerjee, in making 
ihat remark. I urn cognisant of my powers, and I do not want help 
from any rneinlwr to Uvscertain their extent. 

Baby dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: I submit, Sir, that it is quite 
within my (ximjietence as a memlxer of this Council to point out to the 
Preeidetit he has certain powers of which he may not be aware. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I must warn you : you are going beyond your 
limits. 

Baby dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: May I not say that in this 
particular matter you can exercise your powers? You may not like 
io, but you can. 

Mr. PREilDlNT; Will you pleaee resume your seat? 

Dcby dITBNORALAL BANNERdEE: I have done so already. 
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inqftsi alltgiiig I tiw ml f m Kumar Ranautfra Narayau R^f at 
Bhouralt Oaooa. 

n«. Babtt MTINDRA NATH GHAKRABURTTYs (a) Is tha 

Hon*ble Member in oharjfe of the Department of Hevenue (Ijiuid 
Kevenue) aa^are that in 1921 a perntm in die ^urb of a satiyasi came to 
Bhowal in Dacca and allejfed himself to W Eumar Ranendra Nara>^n 
Ray, the ^cond son of the late Raja Rajeiidra Narayan Ray of Bhowal, 
and that several pub!i<' meeting, attended by thous^inds of {leople, 
unanimously passed resolutions, welconiiuj^ the sanyan as the said second 
Kumar of Bhowal ^ 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state, on what evidence 
and in whose interest, the then Board of Revenue issued a notice, 
declaring? the sanyaxi to be an ini poster? 

(r) AVill the Ilon’ble Member be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that several memorials and representations were made from time 
to time to the Govennnent by public bodies and individuals, praying 
for either the withdrawal of the said declaration of the Board or to 
hold a piihlic imiuiry alwntthe identity of the mnyast? 

(d) If the answer to ic) is in the affirmative, w'ill the Hon^ble 
3feinber lie pleased to state what action, if any, was taken on those 
memorials and repii'senfntions? 

if) If no action was taken then, are the Government considenng 
the desirability of faking any action on the said memorials and 
representations? 

(f) Is it a tact that the muya^t himself had petitioned the Board 
of Revenue for a public inquiry alKuit his identity and mentioned the 
following names for reference: — 

(1) Her Highness Maharani Suniti Devi of Cooch Behar, 

Mr. Dwarka Nath riiakrnvarti. c.r-.Tudge, Calcutta High Court, 
o3) Raja .lunaki Nath Ua\ of Bhagyakul, 
t4) Raja Jagat Kisor Acharyya ('haudhuri of Muktagachha. 
ih) Raja Satya Niranjan Ray of Hetampur, 

<6) Raja Sarat (’handia Hay ('haudhuri of Chanchal, 
hT) Mr. J. Gupta, Bar.«at-I<aw, 

iH) Khwaja Alxlur Raschid of Dacca, 

/9) Khwaja K. M. Asisullnh of Dacca, 

<10) Rai Ke«ab Chandra Banerji Bahadur of Murapara, 

<11) Babu Saradaprasad Bay Ghaudhuri of Kaaimpur f Dacca), 

and 

<12) Baba Ananda Chandra Eay of Dac<». 
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(g) Will the Hoa’bie Member be pleased to state whether any 
action was taken on the said petition of the sanyasi? 

(h) If no action was taken, will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state whether it is in the contemplation of the Government to take 
any action on the petition? 

The Hofi'ble Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER: (a) Yes. 

(fj) The Board, as the Court of Wards in charge of the share of 
the wife of the lute second Kumar in the estate, issued the notice 
after due inijuiry. 

(c) Except siJine petitions from certain tenants of the Bhowal 
Estate, no such memoriuls and representations were received by 
Government. 

(^/) and (e) Does not arise. 

{/) Yes. 

(r/) The petition was rejected. 

{//) Does not arise. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the HoiCble Member be 
pleaserl to state on w’hat eviden<‘e this notice was issued? In question 
{?/) I liav<‘ asked “ on what evidence and in whose interest.^* That 
portion has not been answered. 

The Hon'hle Sir PROVA8H CHUNDER MITTER; The evidence 
was re<'orded liy the Boaid of Hevenue prolMibly in ]{)21 or 1922. I 
have said “ issued notice after due inquiry.’' It is impossible to 
place all the evideioe befoie the House. 

Mr. JOGE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Is it a fact that no notice was 
issued before any evidence was recorded, and that the inquiry w^as com- 
pleted after the notice was is.sued? 

Tht Hw’hlB Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: So far as I am 

aware, evidence was actually taken, but as to the time when it was 
taken, T cannot answer offhand ; neither hag the memlier asked for iiifor- 
maiioii on that point. If the hon'ble inemlier wants the information,, 
1 shall be very pleased to get it for him. 

Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: The question is on what evi^ 
dence was the notice issued. May I request the Hon’ble Member to 
state, for the iafonnation of this Houm, whether it is a fact that before 
the notice w*a» actually issued the mass of evidence referred to in the 
reply just now given was not at all recorded? 
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Tilt Htn^Mt Sir PROVASH CHUNDEIt MITTEils An ihk mutter 
is tboui 7 or 8 years old, I can oaly reply to the question after con- 
suiting the pajwrs on the subject. But so fur as 1 remenil)er, evidence 
was taken before the notice was issued. However, I am quite prepared 
to look into the matter once more. 

Bibu dATINDRA NATH CHAKRABURTTYs Was this evidence 
recorded when the notice was issued, or was it recorded afterwards? 

The Hofl’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MiTTER: I xvani fresh 
notice. 

Blbu JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABURTTY: Was the sanyasi 
given an opportunity of proving his identity? 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: I want fresh 
notice. 

Mfi P, N. CUHA* Will the Ilou’ble Member be pleased to state 
whether the petition referred to in clause iff) of the (juesfion was signed 
by the Miuifust as Kanendra Narayun Bay? 

The Hon’ble 8ir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: Yes. It was 
signed by a person named Banendru N. Bay. 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: Since the petition was rejected, does not the 
Hon'ble Member think that it is a case of false personation? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: lhi> is a mailer of opinion. 

Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: What led Government to 
abstain from prosecuting the sanyiui who has signed a petition which 
was false? 

The Hon'bla Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: T want notice. 

Mr. 40GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Is it a fact that the Kumar 
wanted to know the evidence recorded behind his ba<!k, and that the 
Government refused him access to such evidence? 

The Hon’IiM Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I want fresh 
notice. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: 1 submit that the questions on 
which fresh notice has been asked for by the flon'ble Member may lit 
noted and the replies thereto given. 
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Mr. PREtIDCMTs I am afraid you will have to go throogli the 
usual formalities. 

iabu KHACENDRA NATH CANCULY: Will the Hon’ble Mem. 
her be pleased to state through what agency the evidence wa« 
rworded P 

The Hon»bl« Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I must ask for 
fresh notice; the thing happened 7 years ago. 

Biini KHACENDRA NATH CANCULY: With reference to answer 
((/), will the Hoii'ble Member be pleased to state whether the petition 
was rejected after a reference was made to the persons mentioned in the 
petition P 

Tho HOfi'blO Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I do not think 


Babu KHACENDRA NATH CANCULY: Why was no reference 
made to the persons referred to in the petition? 

Tho Hon’blo Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Because 
detailed inquiries were made years before the petition referred to in 
question (/;) was submitted, and Government in rejecting that petition 
acted on those inquiries. 

Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Is it a fact that of all the 
names of persons mentioned in the petition, only one gentleman 
happens to be a Congress meml)erP 

Thf HofPblu Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: That is a matter 
on which my hon'ble friend is better informed. 

Civil oommitsion for local invoatigations. 

*2S. BMni dATINDRA NATH CHAKRABURTTYl (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware that in 
the district of Haugpur, when commissions are issued under Order 26, 
Rule 9, of the ('ivil Piwedure Code by the Munsifs of the subdivisions 
for lo<'al investigation, the District Judge appoints the commissioners 
from the Sadar siutiuii when survey .knowing pleaders are available in 
the suhdivisonP 

{h) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that Munsifs have no control 
over such commissioners? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of changing 
the system now existing at Rangpur? 
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TN Htn’Mt Mr. A. N. MOBERLYs (a) Ther^ are only twjv surrey* 
passed pleaders in the district, both of whom belong to the Sadar sub* 
diriaion. There are, however, some pleaders with Iwowledge of survey 
in the other subdivisions who are also nominated, so far as fair distribu* 
tion of work and other conditions {>ermit, for commission wotk 
arising within the jurisdiction of courts where they reside. 

(b) The Munsifft Wfore issuing the commissions hove tr* apply to 
the District Judge for instructions regarding the particular person 
whose services are available. But after the appointment is made on 
the nomination of the District Judg«» the commissioners work directly 
under the control of Munsifs trying the cases. 

(c) No. 


Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Bill. 

•20. Maulvl TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the TIon’hle Minister 
in charge of the Department of Etlucation be pleased to state — 

(t) when does the Select rommittee ex|>e<*t to siibmit its report 
on the Bengal (BuinU Primary Education Bill; and 
(it) when the repoH is likely to b<» placed l>efore the (’oiincil Jfor 
consideration Y 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUF HOSAINv Kban Bahadurs 

(i) and (ii) The Select (’ommittee have comjdeted their examination 
of the Bill ami it is exported that their report will be ready for 
presentatioii td the ('oiincil before the eomluHion of the present session. 

Kban Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon ble Minis, 
ter be pleased to note that there is no answer to part (ii) of the 
(juestion ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a f|uestion. I diHalb»w it, 

Khan Bahadur AZIZUL HAQUE: May I know how it in 
possible 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y ou can pnt supplementary questions. 

Khan Bahadur Maulwi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon ble MimV 
ter l>e pleased to state when the ref>ort is likely to be pia<‘eci before the 
House for its consideration!^ 

Tfia Hon'bic Nawab MUSHARRUF HMAIN, Kbsn Babadiiri 

Probably at the July session. T 
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ChBmIcal puriftoation water of septic tanks in mill areas. 

*27. Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in rluirfre of the Department of Local Self-OoTemment 
(Public Health) be pleased to state the number of special officers, if any, 
of the Goveiniiient to inspect and supeiTise the septic tanks in the mill 
areas!' 

(b) How often and at what intervals do these officers visit each 
septic tank? 

(c) Is there any special chemical expert under the Government 
to examine the cheniieuls which are used in those septic tanks? 

{(1) Is tlie water, which is poured out into the Bhag’irathi from 
these septic tanks after chemical purification, examined by experts 
to see whether the work of purification has been properly done? 

(c)*If so, at wdiat intervals do these examinations take place? 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (PUBLIC HEALTH) (the Hon’ble Raja Bhupendra 
Narayan Sinha Bahadur, of Nashipur): (a) One—the Inspector of 
Septic Tanks Installations. 

*(b) Once a (piaiter on the averaji^e. 

(r) Yes. They are examined hy the Director of the Bengal 
Public Health Lalioratorj^ who is an expert. 

(fl) Yes. It is examined hj" the Director of the Bengal Public 
Health Laboratory, 

(c) Once a quarter on the average. 


Dafadart and ohaukidars, requisition for work outsido unions. 

*28. Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA; (a) Will the Hon^le 
Member in <'hargf> of the Police Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the dafadars and chaukidars working under 
and maintained entirely by the Vnion Boards are at times requisi- 
tioned by the police authorities to work for days together outside the 
union ? 

(b) Is it a fact that on such tHcasions no previous intimation is 
given to the Tnion Board? 

(c) Is it a fact that on all such occasions the villagers are left 
quite unguarded? 

(</) Is it a fact that the villagers are never informed of any such 
total aWnce of all the dafadars and chaukidars of the union from 
their duties to watch the villages? 
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(#) Is it a fact that the dafadarn and chaakidars of the Pnioii 
Boards are always posted by the Police Department to watch the 
railway lines whenever His Exc ellency the Viceroy or His Kxi^llency 
the Governor or other hijrh oltic'ials and the ineinWrs of the Simon 
Commission travel by the railways? 

(/) Is it a fact that the dafadai's and chaiikidars were pasted to 
watch the East Indian Railway line duriujr the lust cold weather 
visit of His Excellency the Viceroy aiul the Simon (\mimission? 

(g) Is it a fact that the dnfadars and chaiikidars were made to 
fitay by the side of the railway lines throughout day and very cold 
night day to day during that period without sutlicient warm clothes? 

(h) Will the Hon'hle Member be idcsised to state bow much was 
paid to each one of them j»er day their daily allowanc’e and for 
their meals for their duty by the side of the railway lines and fn»ra 
which fund? 

ii) Will the H on'hle MeniWr lie pleased to state what steps are 
being taken by the Police Department to guard tlie villages during 
the jieriod of such absence of the dafadurs and chaiikidars from the 
villages ? 

The Hon'ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) As stated in the reply 
to staned (|uestion No. 2t asked at the meeting hcdd on 2Hth Feb- 
ruary, 1927, dafadars and chaukidai's are nc-c*BHionully employed for 
brief periods outside the unions to which they belong. 

(fj) and (f/} No. Previous notic*e i.s ordinarily sent to the Boards. 
In cases of emeigency in which there is no time to consult the Boards 
intimation is sent to them us soon as possible. 

(c) and (i) With a view to avoid leaving unions unprotected men 
are drawn from different unions ac^cordiiig to a uiohilisation state- 
ment pre|)ared by the District Magistrate and the Superintendent of 
Police, 

(e) Dafadars and cbaukidars are imsted under the orders of the 
local |>olice officers to guard railway lines during the journeys of 
Their Excellencies the Viceroy and (iovc^rnors f>f Provinces, royal 
personages and menilK’rs of the Indian Statutory roinmission. 

(/) Yes. 

(f/) They have to stay in the vicinity of the line and are posted 
on duty on the line l)efore dusk when the special train runs at night. 
If it runs during the day they are posted on duty on the line two 
hours before the passing of the train and arc» rolievcal as soon os it 
has passed. Wann clothes are not supplied by Government. 

(A) When employed on guarding railway lines chaukidam are 
granted diet allowance at the rate of eight annas for each day oil 
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which they are away from their homes. They are also allowed rail* 
way fare and ei^ht annas for road journey when the distance travelled 
is over five miles. Charges are met from the grant under Police con* 
tingenries. 

Mr. RANdIT PAL CHOUDHURI: May I inquire what the Hon^de 
Mein}M*r nieariH hy “ hiief periods ** ir answer (a)? 

The Hon^ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: A brief period, Sir. is perfectly 
plain; it is not a long period, naiughter.) 

Mr, RANdlT PAL CHOUDHURI: Is the Hon ble Member awaiv 
that the chnukidars and clafadars are away from their villages for over 
a fortnight, in many cascH? Is that what is meant by a “ brief 
period ’’V 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: No. 

Brijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: AVill the Tloirhle Member be 
pleased to .“^tate, with refeience to answers (//) and (<h, whether any 
(•hanki<huH and <hifa<Inrs were lecjuisitioned during the last visit oi the 
Sinmu (hunmission to Calcutta? 

Tho Hoil'hit Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: 1 must ask for fresli noticed 
this is a specific tjuestion. 

Brijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: With refcj(*nce to answers 
(r) and (/), will the Ifon'ble Member be pleased to state what practical 
steps are taken for guar<ling these unions during the absence of the 
chnukidars and dafadars? 

Thf Hon’bld Mr, A. N. MOBERLY. I may inform the member 
that all the chatikidars and dafadars are not taken away at the same 
time. Arrangements for protecting a union are made just in the same 
way UH when chnukidars fall ill, and temporary’ arrangements have 
to be made. 

Brijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA. But what are the actual steps 
taken for guarding unions during the absence of chnukidars and 
dafadars? 

Tht Hon’hM M)r. A. N. MOBERLY: All the chaukidars and dafa* 
dars are not taken aw’ay; the remaining men guard the unions. 

BHilit TARAKNATH MUKERJEA I Is it a fact that a]] the chau* 
kidars and dafadars are taken away? 
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Mr. PRESIDENTS That question has already haen answered. The 
Hoii*hle Member has already said that all the chaukidars and dafadara 
are not taken away at one time. 

SrIJitt TARAKHATH MUKERdEA: What peroentape of ehnukidare 
and dafadars ore taken away? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That question is impossible to answer. 

8H]iit TARAKNATH MUKERdEA: Witli reference to answer (/)^ 
will the Hon’hle Afemher he pleased to .‘tate for how many days at ft 
stretch chaukidars and dafadars are taken aw^ay from their union? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think (hat ciuestion ha*, already been answer<‘d. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY. Sir, may T point out that 
Air. Alukerjen refers to a distinct (juestion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT : 1 think it is covered by the answer alieiidy jfiven, 
hut I have no ohjeetion if the llon’lde AIeml>er afrn*es to throw further 
li^rht on it. 

Thn Hon’bla Mr. A. N. MOB ERL Y: I have aiiHwereil the orijjinal 
questifm as it stands; ff*r further details I must ask for fresl) notice. 

Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERdEA: With reference to answer (h)^ 
is the Hon’hle Member aware tlmt only one anna ]>er diem is paid to 
the ( haukidais and dafadars for diet? 

The Hoii’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: No, Sir. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Is it not a fact that the Simon 
Commission passed through Bengal in mid-winter? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The aiiKwer i» known to evriyoiii'. 

». KUMUD tANKAR RAY: What I want to know i<< wholhor any 
warm riothinfr was supplied to these men? 

Sriiirt TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: Is it a fact that instead of 
eight annas only one anna j>er diem is given? 

Mr. PRESIOENTI That queation has already been anawered^ 
Mr. Mol>erly haa aaid ** No.'* 
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Bata SURENORA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’hle Member 
be pleased fo state whether the chankidars and dafadars while on daty 
were in their uniforms? 

The Hotl'bla Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: That question was not asked 
in the first instance, and I was not there myself, so I am not in a posi- 
tion to answer. 

Babu SURENORA NATH BISWAS: Does the Hoii’hle Member 
think that the uniform of a ohaukidar is quite warm enough to withstand 
fthe roldP 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I disallow that. It is a request for an opinion. 

Babu dlTENORALAL BANNERJEE: Is there in the village union 
any reserv’e body of chaukidarg and dafadars from which drafts can 
be made at will? 

The Hofi'We Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: No, Sir. 


Clerks and muharrirs of the Registration Dspartment. 

•29. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: ui) With reference to the 
reply given to starred (lue.stion No. at the meeting of the Bengal 
Ijegislative Council held on the 3rd August, 1928, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education (It-egistration) be 
pleased to state whether the memorial, dated the 27th February, 1928, 
rfiubmitfed by the inufassal clerks and muharrirs of the Tlegistration 
Department has since lieen considered hy the (lovernment? 

(h) If the answer to {a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister l>e jileased to state the reasons therefor? 

MINISTER in chargo of DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION (REGIS- 
TRATION) (the Hon*bie Nawrab Musharruf Hotain, Khan Bahadur): 

{a) The memorial is under the consideration of Government. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: In view of the fact that Govern, 
luent has sat over this fwtitioii <»f the clerks and muharrirs for the past 
^ftix months, will the Hon'ble Minister la* pleased to state by what time 
A decision will lie arrived at? 

Tho Hon’blo Namb MUSHARRUF HOSAIN» KImmi Muduri 

I am afraid I am not in a position to state this. 
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WitfiMS sliadt in Civil Courts. 

m. Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN: (a) Will the llon'ble 

Member in ehaif^ of the Judicial Depart inent be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing the total niimlier of — 

(t) civil courts at the Khulna Sadar; 

til) cases (including execution cases) lixeil in all these courts on 
the 30th July, 1928; and 

(m) witnesses whose attendance was reported in all these cases on 
that day? 

(b) Will the Hoirhle Member be pleased to slate — 

{i) whether there is any accommodation for witnesses — either in 
the civil court building or anywhere within its <M>mp«iund; 

(if) the breadth of the verandah in frrnit of these c<»urt rooms; 
and 

(iii) wliether theie was any addition to the civil court buildings 
during 1928? 

(c) If the answer to (b) {iii) is in the athrmative, will the Ifon'ble 
Member be i)lease<l to state — 

(i) what was the total cost of the additional .structure; and 

(//) why no adecjtmte atcommodation for summoned witnesses and 
parties was then made? 

(d) AVill the Hon’ble Member In* pleased to state whether there is 
any place where j>eople can take .shelter which is within reach of call 
from the court rooms? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirniative, will the llon’ble 
Memlier l)e plea.sed to state the distance of that place from the District 
Judge's court room? 

(f) Is it in the ((intemplation of (Government to provide suitable 
accommodation for witnesses in Bengal where no such accommodation 
exists at present? 

TKe Hofi’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) it) On the 3()(h July, 
1928, there were 8 civil courts at the Khulna Sudar. 

(ti) 478 cases were fixed on the *'$0th July, 1928, in all those civil 
courts. 

(fit) The attendance of 181 witnesses was reported on that day. 

(6) (i) There is at present no separate accommodation for witnesses 
either in the court buildings or in the coinjieund. The room in the 
old block of the court buildings originally intended for accominodation 
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of the witnewea had to be utilised for accommodatian of additional 
courts or offices for which there was no accommodation in the court 
buildin^^s. The witnesses sit on the verandahs in front of the respective 
court rooms. 

(it) The breadth of the verandah in front of the court rooms of 
the District Jud^e, the Additional Judge, Additional Sub-Judge, and 
8ul>- Judge is 10 feet and that of the verandahs in front of the court 
rooms of the Munsifs is 9 feet. (A new verandah 6 feet wide has been 
added at the back of the court rooms of the Munsifs. A similar 6 
feet wide verandah runs along the back of the whole building.) 

(til) There were adtlitions to and alteiations in the civil court 
buildings in the year 1928. 

(r) (i) The total cost was Us. 74,010. 

{li) It was then expected that a room in the old block of the court 
buildings would Ik* set free for the a( ccmmodution of the witnesses 
after the new additions and alterations had been effected; but as soon 
as it was found that no such room would Ik* available, provision for a 
separate witness shed was made in a .supplementary estimate. The said 
iritness shed is fioir under eorhsf ruction . 

(d) The people can take shelter on the verandah which is within 
the reach of cull from the court rcKun*?. 

(e) Part of the verandah is immediately in front of the District 
Judge’s court rw)m. 

(/) general (juestion for provision of witness sheds in the 
province is under consideration, hut individual rases are considered on 
the recommendation of District Judges and funds are jnovided from 
time to time according to urgency of the schemes when money is 
available. 

8ri|Ut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: ^Vith reference to answer (h) (i), 
will tlie Horrhlt* Member be pleased to state tlu* present use of the i*oom 
originally intend«*d for the ac<ommodation of witnesses? 

TM N0II’JN« Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I ask for fresh notice. 

MO p.m. 

Srifut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: AVith reference to answer (h) (ii), 
does the Hon’ble MemWr know that the verandahs open towards the 
s(nith and therefore it is inconvenient for witnesses to sit there during 
the rainy season? 

The Hon’M Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I have already stated that 
t»teps have been taken to prt»vide suitable accommodation for the 
witnesses. 
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Millt NACENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’bU Member be 
pleated to state, with reference to answer (c) (ii), what is the area of 
the shed which is now under construction. 

TIM Hon'Ma Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I want notice. 

Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN: AVill the Hon’ble Memlier lie 
pleased to state whether the shed will be larjre enough to accommodate 
181 witnesses? 

(No reply). 


UiMxpemled diet money of witnesses in civil oases. 

*31. Srijut NACENDRA NATH SEN: (a^ Will the lion ble 
Mendier in charge of the Judicial Department lie pleased <o state 
whether all unexpended diet numey of witnesse.^ in civil cases is 
refunded to the parties? 

(6) If the answer to la) is in the aftirinative, will the Hon'ble 
Meinlier be jileased to state the prin ess of refunding? 

(c) Will the Hoirble MeiuWr lie pleased to lay on the table n state- 
inent showing — 

(i) the total amount of such diet money paid by parties in July, 
1928, in nil the civil courts in the Khulna Sadar; 

(it) the total amount thereof paid to witnesses; and 

(lit) the total amount of such unexpended diet money credited to 
Government and paid to the treasury? 

(d) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state whether any change 
in the jirwess of refunding such unexi>endpd diet money of witnesses 
has been made during last 10 years? 

TN HonWMr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) The whole amount of 
unexpended diet money of witnesses is refunded to the parties, pro- 
vided application therefor is made in accordance with the High ( ourt s 
rules i*eferred to in the answer to (b), 

(B) Payment of diet money which has not lieen transferred to civil 
deposit is made under Rule 7, Chapter IX, \oliiiiie I, of the Court s 
General Rules and Circular Orders. Civil, on the resimiisibility of the 
cashier. Unexpended diet money on being transferred to civil deposit 
under the provisions of Rule 53 is treated in the same way as money 
received in court and its repayment made in accordance with the 
procedure laid down in Rules 3f>-4t3. If any sum of money remains 
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in deposit for three years, it is carried to the credit of Govennnent 
under Buie 94, relating to lapsed deposits. Thereafter refund is made 
in accordance with the provisions of Rules 45 and 97. 

(c) (i) The total amount of diet money paid by parties in July^ 
1928, in all the civil courts in the Khulna Sadar is Rs. 404-1-9. 

(u) The total amount of diet money paid to witnesses in July, 
1928, is Rs. 114-12-9. 

(Hi) No amount was credited to Government during July, 1928, 
and the amount paid to the treasury as civil deposits to prevent 
excessive accumulation in the hands of the cashier w^as Rs. 400. 

(d) No. 


Trained teachers for primary schoois for girls. 

*32. Srijut NAGENORA NATH SEN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of Education be pleased to state 
whether there are any rules for the guidance of managers of aided 
primary female schools in the matter of appointment of teachers in 
such schools y 

ih) Is it a fact that the Inspectress of Scliools insists on the 
appointment of “ trained teachers 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the aftirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister he pleased to state — 

(/) the nature of this training; and 

(it) whether there exists any institution l(»r imparting this 
“ training 

(d) If the answer to (c) (it) is in the affinnative, wdll the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the in.stitution is liable t(» any supervision by, the 
educational officers of Government ; and ^ 

(iV) tlie petition of the halucution Standing Committee with refer- 
ence to this institution? 

The Hon'bic Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Klian Bahadur; 

(a) There are no special rules for the guidance of managers of aided 
primary schools for girls in the matter of appointment of teachers in 
such schools. The appointment of every teacher is notified to the 
department and every appointment is subject to the approval of the 
department. 

(6) The department insists on the appointment of ** trained teachers 
in schools where a considerable grant is sanctioned by Government and 
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the iwitliorities can afford to pay the exjienseci for the maintenanoe of 
suck teachers. Trained female teachers are not ordinarily ap|)oiniedi 
in any school unless suitable quarters are provided. 

(c) (») The holders of Junior and Senior Vernacular Training^ 
certificates are generally appointed. A ropy of rules showing tho. 
particulars of the training is placed on the Library table. 

(ii) There are three (loverninent and six aided training sidiools for 
women teachers in Bengal. 

(d) (i) Government training .schools for vernacular women teachers 
are under the direct control of Inspectre.sses of Schools: aided training 
schools are liable to supervision by inspecting officers of the Kducatiou 
Department, 

(ii) Its position in resj»ect of these training institutions is the samO' 
as in the ca.se of other educational institutions. 


Srijut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: With reference to answer (c) (n), 
will the Tlon’ble Minister be pleu.sed to state the names of the three- 
(ioverninent and six aided training schools for women teachers in 
Bengal ^ 

The Hon’ble Nawab MUSHARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

The names appear at page .‘1 of the Buies for Vernacular Teaehership 
Examination tor Wotneir Teachers. 


Paaienger fares over inland staanvvassels. 

*33. Srijut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: ia) Is the HonTde Meml>er 
in charge of the Marine Department aware that during the last few 
years the India General Navigation and Kailway ('o., Idd., and the 
Rivers Steam Navigation Co., Ltd., have increased the passenger faren 
over their steamer servii'en? 

(h) AVill the HonTde MemlM*r l»e pleased to state whether there is 
any law by which the activities of the steamer companies can be 
regulated as in the manner in which the Indian Railways Act, 1890, 
applies to railways y 

tc) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of ai'quiring euck powers by any legislative 
enactment ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleaaed to state whether the two- 
aforesaid companies pay any rent to Government or to the Railway 
Administration where Government or railway land is used by these- 
companies? 
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(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of appointing 
some officers to inspect and report to Government whether the provisions 
of the Inland Steam-vessels Act, 1917 (I of 1917), are complied with 
in respect of liussenger steamers, in the matter of the steamer owners’ 
obligations to passengers? 

(/) Will the Hon ’hie Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement Hh<iwing the gradual increase of passenger fares during the 
last 10 years in the service of sleainers running to and from Khulna? 

MEMBER in oharge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Iilo 
Mr. A. Marr). (a) A general increase of 10 per cent, was applied to these 
services in July, 1922. Since then, various small adjustments in fares 
have l)een made from time to time, and these adjustments have caused 
reductions in some fares and slight increases in others. 

(h) Inland steam-vessels are governed by the Inland Steam-vessels 
Act, 1917. 

(c) This does not arise. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Inland steam-vessels are already liable to inspection by 
Government surveyors. 

(/) There has l>eeH no gradual increase of passenger fares during 
the last 10 years in the services of steamers running to and from 
Khulna, apaH from the general increase of 10 per cent, mentioned in 
(a) above. 

Srijut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: M'ith reference to answer fe), wdll 
the Hon’hle Member he phuused to state whether there are any officers 
to inspect and report to Government with regard to these steam 
vessels? 

The Hon’bit Mr. A. MARR. Yes; the Government surveyors. 

Slrijut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: Will the Hon’ble MemWr be 
pleased to state the designation of these offieers? 

The HeiPhie Mr. A. MARR: Government surveyors. 


Datallers and chauhidars. 

*S4. SHJlIt TARAKNATH MUKERdEA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Police IVjiortmeiit be pleoeed to state how 
mucb has been eontrilnited by Government in 1927-28 and in 1928-29 
towards the adlaries and equi|itnent of dafadars and chanksdars of 
Union Boards na {irovided under section 87 of the Bengal Village Sell* 
Government Act, 1919 (Ben. Act V of 1919)? 
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(b) li it a fact that almost all the money realised hy moet of the 
Union Boards is spent to meet the salaries and equipment of dafadart 
and chaukidarsf 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that it is for want of adequote 
funds that the workings of Union Boards cannot l^e carried on properly? 


ThO Hon’bld Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (ri> As stated in the reply to 
-question No. 6 (unstarred) at the meeting of this Council held on 
the 29th August, 1921, section 37 (o) of the Act does not contemplate 
that Government should be under an obligation to contribute towards 
the cost of dafadars and chaukidars. Nothing was contributed ia 
1927-28 or in the current year. 

(h) The total income of Union Boards in 1927-28 was more than 
over Rs. 55,95,000 and the total exi>enditure on establishment (mostly 
dafadars and chnukidars) was slightly over Hs. 32,72,000. 

(c) No. ** Uniiui Boards are not yet making full use of their 
powers of taxation. 

Dr. PRAMATHANATH BANERJEA: Will the Hon’hle Mionber 
be pleased ti) state, with referenre to the answer to (piestion (r), 
whether the taxable capacity ot the people living in these areas has been 
considered by (iovernmentP 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: No, Sir, as far as I know. 


Sriiut TARAKNATH MUKERdEA: With reference to answer ia), 
will the Hon’ble Meml)er l)e pleased io state whether Government has 
ever contributed anything to the Union Boards under section 37 (o) 
since the creation of the Act? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I am not (juite sure. Sir, 
whether Union Boards were established in the Madaripur subdivision 
before 1919, 

Babu BEdOY KRIiHMA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Member U 
pleased to state why, if the Government has no obligation to contribute 
towards the pay of the dafadars and cbaukidars, they are anxious for 
having a control over these men? 

Tbt HBiPblE Mr. A« N» MOBERLY: Government are not anxioua 
4o aasume any control other than they already posseM. They have 
already enough control and they are not anxious to have more. 


10 
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Riilit to givt fffwt to the provittoiit •! th 9 Bmgd Mtdieal 
(AnMndRMnt) Aoti 1926. 

*86. Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: {a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department of Ix>cal Self-Government (Medical — 
Ile»er\'ed) l)e pleaded to state whether any rules have been drafted ta 
give effect to the clauses of the Bengal Medical Act, 1914, as amended 
^ the Bengal Medical (Amendment) Act, 1928 (Bengal Act III of 
1928) P 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber be pleased to state whether these rules have been published to elicit 
opinion of the registered medicul practitioners before final approval? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of doing the same? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF* 
GOVERNMENT (MEDICAL— RESERVED) (the Hon'ble Mr. A. N. 
Moberly): (o) Ilules have been drafted and are under the consideratiott 
of Government. 

(h) The rules will lie published in due course, and any criticisms 
offered by medical jiractitioners or others will he considered before the 
rules are finally apiiroved. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Erijut NAG E NORA NATH 8EN. On a point of personal informa- 
tion, Sir. Why is the luiswer given by the Hon’ble Mr. Moberly and 
not by the Minister-in-charge? 

The Hon’lllo Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I am the Member in charge of 
this department. 


UnoUrrod Questions 

(mmwm to which wore laid on tho table). 

iludioial Branch of tho Provincial Civil Borvioo and Language 
Examination. 

88. Babtt dITBNDRALAL BANNERJEE: (a) WiU the Hon’blo 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that members of the Judicial Branch of the Pio» 
Tinoial Civil Service are no longer permitted to appear at the Sanihali 
and other language examination for encouragement of the etudy of the 
tribal languages of Bengal F 
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(4) Ib it a fact that the said prohibition does not apply to any other 
branoh of the Provincial Civil Service f 

(c) If 80 , what is the reason for this discrimination ? 

MfMSER in oharga of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tlio 
Hon’Mo Mr. A. N. Moliorly): (a) Yes. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) Both Government and the Hon’ble High Court consider that a 
knowledge of these languages is not of much value to members of the 
Provincial Judicial Service in the discharge of their duties. 


Leave ailowanee of the Court of Wartfi* employeea. 

24. Babu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (I^nd Revenue) be 
plpuM*d to state whether any leave allowance is as a rule sanc tioned for 
the Court of Wards’ employees, other than persons trunsfern^d from 
Government service!*' 

(6) If not, are the Government considering the desirability of 
making piovision in the annual budget of each estate leave allowance 
for the pure Wards Estates’ employees us contemplated in section 16 of 
Bengal Act IX of 1879 and of granting it according to the leave ruloB 
in the Fundamental Rules as applicable to the permanent employees? 

The Hon*ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) Grant of 
leave to Court of Wards’ employees, other than i)er8on8 transferred 
from Government service is ordinarily governed by the provisions of 
Subsidiary" Rule 275 framed under the Fundamental Rules, 1924, as 
laid down in Rule 43, page 140 of the Bengal Wanls Manual, 1928, 
a copy of which, together with a copy of the Fundamental Rules, is 
laid on the Library table. 

(h) No. 


WarEi amployaM and Ihair transfar. 

28. BMni AKHIL CHANDRA DATTAs (a) Is the Hon’bla 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (I-^and Revenue) aware 
tliat there » no system of transfer of Court of Wards' employees from 
one estate to another, from one district to another or from one division 
to another f 
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(6) If no, are the OoTeniment considering* the desirability of intro- 
ducing the system as far as practicable, both for executiTe and for 
ministerial staff? 

The HOfi’bItSir PROVASH CHUNOER MITTER: (a) Tee. 

(b) No. 


Atia Forest. 

26. Babu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE; Will the Hon'ble Mem- 
ber in charge ot the DepaHinent of Reveuue (Forests) be pleased to 
state— 

(t) the number ot employees engaged to manage the Atia Forest 
(Tangoil, Mymensingh); and 

(it) the amount spent for their maintenance? 

MEMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (FORESTS) 
(the Hon*ble Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudhurl, Khan 
Bahadur, of Dhanbari): (n The staff engaged in 1927-28 consisted of 1 
Kxti'u Assistant (’ons<*rvator of Forests, 2 Forest Rangers, 2 Deputy 
Rangers, It) ForesterN d Revenue Collectors, 4(1 fon^st guards, '(] 
watchers, 7 peons and oideiiies, 1 dakwalla, 1 chaukidar, 1 sweejier, 4 
clerks, 4 niaiijliis and 7 boatmen; and 

(it) cost Rs. 27,273-5. 


Atia Foreet and oriminal oases in respect therewith. 

27. Babu AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble 
Memlwr in charge of the Department of Revenue (Forests) be pleased 
to state the number of criminal cases which have l)een instituted since 
1925 up till now in the (a) criminal courts, and (h) local thanas 

(0 by the ofiRcers of the Atia Forest against the people; and 

(it) by the people against the said oflBcere? 

Tbs HmPbis Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUONURi, 
BabadlN'i at Dbaabari: a statement furnishing the inforauk 
tion is laid on the table. 
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Statement referred to i» the reply to uiutarred guettion No. 27 ehov- 
ing the number of oates instituted in the criminal courts and local 
ihanas in the districts of Mymensingh and Dacca by and against 
the forest officers of Atia Forest from 1925 up to 28th January,. 
1929. 



Nnmber of caaea inaUUited. 




Myineiirineh. 



Tear. 

Id criminal conrta. 

In local thanaa. 

ToUl. 

Kemarka. 


By theoAcen 
of Uie 
AtteForeat 
agaisatthe 
people. 

By the people 
agalnat the 
foreat ofBoera. 

By the offleen 
of the 

AUa Foreat 
agalnat the 
people. 

By the people 
agalnat the 
foreat oSIcera. 



1926 






Infurmattoo 
not available. 

102« 

42 

NU 

6 

Nil 

47 


1927 

14 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

16 


1928 

82 

2 

2 

Nn 

80 


1929 

(up to 2Stb 
Jutnuj, 1929). 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 


Toul .. 

129 

im 

8 
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1928 

1 

mmim 

NU 

> 



No other canes reUtiog to the Above forest have been InstJtuted Id Dacca slDce lOiU. 


8iib-D«puty Magistrate of Sandwip. 

28. Mr. 8ATYiNDRA CHANDRA CH08H MAULIKs (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Member in charffe of the Appointment Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Sub-Deputy Magistrate 
of Sandwip sitting in his court us a Judicial Dflficer hud realised moneys 
from the party or parties in the following criminal rases disposed of 
on the dates mentioned against them below', Ijefore be gave leave for 
compromise : — 

(t) Gagan Chandra Guha r#. Rajani Kanta Das and his wife, 
section 324, Indian Penal Code, disposed on Gth June, 1928; 

(U) Chandra Sekhar Pal rs. Krishna Chandra Pal, section 417^ 
Indian Penal Code, disposed on 27th March, 1928; 

(ui) Afak All V9, Sarafat Ali, disposed on 9th January, 1928; 

(tc) Rafneswar Das rs. Lakshmi Cbaran Das, disposed on 16th 
December, 1927; 
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(v) Abdul Rasbid vi, Sasi Kumar Nath, section 379, Indian Penal 
Code; 

(vt) Selamat Complainant, disposed on 18th January, 1928; and 

(vti) Abdul Gafur Complainant, disposed on 7th November, 1927? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing the amount of money realised in each of the above- 
mentioned cases? 

The Hofi*ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. SATYENDRA CHANDRA GHOSH MAULIK: With reference 
to the answer to this que.stion will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to 
state whether any inquiry was made? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Yes Sir. 


Facilities to the Mussalman oflloers to say their midday prayer. 

29. Mailivi SH AMSUR«RAHMAN • Will the Hon^ble Member in 
charge of the Department of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased to 
state wliat facilities are being given to the Mussulman officers under 
that department to say their daily midday (Zohar) prayer? 

The Hon*ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The Muham- 

madan officers enqdoyed under the Revenue Department are freely 
allowed to say their midday prayer if they wish to do so. 

Maulvi ABUL KASEM: AVill the Hon’hle Member l)e pleased to 
state if any fa<'iiities are given to the Muhammadan employees of the 
Revenue Department to say their midday pntyers not only on Friday's 
but also on other days? 

The Hon’Mi Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: In a circular 
letter, dated the Kith May, 1925, to all Commissioners of Divisions, 
the direction was — 

“ The Governor in Council after careful consideration has accepted 
the pniposal, and dire<’ts that on Fridays the criminal and revenue 
courts in y'our Division shall adjourn from 12-30 p.m. to 2 p.ni. Work 
will not be suspended in the offices, but Muhammadan employees of 
Government should, if they so desire, be permitted to absent themselves 
during the time that the courts are closed and other Muhammadans 
having business at the offit'es should not he called upon to attend during 
that time.*' 
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Milliiri ASUL KAiiM: The eircalar referred to wee issued so 
far buck as 1926. I want to know 

m. PRESIDINT: I cannot allow you to argue or go beyond put- 
ting supplementary questions. 

Mauiwi ABUL KA8EM; Sir, we have been told that a Qovern- 
enent circular has been issued so far as prayers on Fridays are concerned, 
I want to know what facilities are given for midday piayers on dayi 
-other than Fridays. 

The Hon’ble Sir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: None. 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: I want to know if the Hon'ble Member 
■will issue a circular for giving facilities to Muhammadan assistants to 
^y their midday prayers on other days. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a request for action, I do not ollow 
that. 


Ratios uf ths Lower Division posts to the Uppsr Division in the Bsngsl 

Ssorstsrist. 

80. Mr. A. F. RAHMAN: (a) Will the Hoirble Member in charge 
of the Department of Finance be pleased to lay on the Uible a statement 
showing — 

(i) the present iiumlwr of Lower and Upin'r Division |M)sts in each 
de[>artment of the Bengal Secretariat; and 

ri*) the ratios of the liOW’er Division jiosts to the Up|Kjr Division 
posts in each department? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Memlwr be jdeased to state whether all the 
Upper Division i>osts of the Bengal Secretariat carry the same time- 
ecale pay? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon'hle Member 
he pleased to state — 

/f) in which of the oflSces a separate cadre of TJpfwr Division posts 
is maintained ; and 

^u) the reasons of such differential treatment? 

MEMBER in Miirit of DEPARTMENT nf FINANCE (tlM Hun«Wf 
Jif. A. Marr): (a) A statement is laid on the table. 

(<6) Ta«, except in the legislative Department. 
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(c) The scale ol pay of the Upper Division of tlie Legidetive' 
Department is not the same as the Upper Division scale in other depart* 
ments of the Secretariat, because it is considered that the sise of 
the office does not require the same scale. Moreover, aasistaiits of 
this deportment are eligible under certain conditions for overtime pay, 
a concession that is not enjoyed by any other department of tho 
Secretariat. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unHarred questionr 
No. SO shomng the number of the Lower and Upper Divitioth 
posts in the Bengal Secretariat. 


1 


Chief Secretary'll office 

Finance Secretary’s office 

Revenue Department 

Agriculture and Induntriea I>epartment 

Ijfoeal Self'Govemment Department 

Mucation Department 

Irrimtion Defmrtment 

Public Worka Department 

liegialative Department 


Lower 

Division. 

Upper 

Division. 

2 

3 

44 

27 

69 

26 

28 

12 

15 

7 

20 

10 

15 


15 

7 

27 

1 

13 

2 


Ratioe of 
2 to 1. 


4 


1 to 1-6 
1 to 2*3 
1 to 2*3 
1 to 2*14 
1 to 2 
1 to 2*5 
1 to 214 
1 to 2 
I to 6*5 


Srijut RADHA GOBINDA RAY* With reference to answer (c), 
does not the Hon’hle Meiiiljer think that the comparatively small 
numlier of Upper Division assistants in the Legislative Department 
requires more supervision and responsibility on the part of the assis* 
iants concerned? 


Mr. RREilOENT; 1 do not allow the question. 

Khtm BMuMur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUEs Will the Hon'ble Mem* 
her be pleos^ to state the principle under which the ratio of the Upper 
Division assistants to the lx>wer Division assistants has been £xed itt 
the different departments? 

TM HonHNi Mr. A. MARR: According to the needs of eacb 
department. 

Kiim BahaAir Maulvi AZIZUL HAQUBs Will the Hon'ble Mem- 
bet be pleased to state as to when these numbers were fixed? 

MPH*blt Mr. A. MARR: I do not remember: I require notice^ 
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^ KHAQIHDRA NATH GANGULY: Does not the Hon hW 

Member think that the high ratio of the liower Division assistants to 
the Upper Division assistants in the I^egislative Department imply 
that many of the I^ower Division assistants do the work of Upper Divi* 
sion assistants P 

Tilt Hen’IMe Mr. A. MARR: That is a matter of opinion. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: With reference to answer to 
question (c), is the sise of the I^pislative Department smaller than 
that, soy, of the Education Department, the I<ocal Self-Government 
Department, the Irrigation Department, or the Agriculture 
Department? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: I cannot say; I want notice. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon ble Mem- 
ber l>e pleased to state whether these numbers were fixed on different 
dates or on any particular date? 

The Hen'ble m. A. MARR : I cannot say, 

3-4o p.m. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon^hle Mem- 
ber l>e pleased to state whether these principles were settled on different 
dates or on one particular date? 

The Hon’IHe Mr. A. MARR: 1 cannot say. 

Babu KHAGENORA NATH GANGULY: Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber l)e pleased to state whether the overtime allowance is meant for 
all the assistants of the liegislative Department? 

The Hen'ble Mr. A. MARR: I do not see how this question 
arises. 

Mauivi BYED MUHAMMAD AFZAL: Will the Hon'hle Member 
be pleased to state whether this overtime allowance is meant for all 
the assistants of the liegislative Department or not? 

The Hen^ble Mr. A. MARR: If the member will refer to the laft 
sentence of answer (r) it will appear to him that the answer is clear. 

KhM BMuMbir Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the HonTde Member 
be pleased to state whether Government consider the desirability nf 
revising these figures specially with reference to Industries, Agricul- 
ture and Education Departments? 



IM NON-OFFICIAL MEHBEBS’ BILLS. [Stb Fbb. 

TIm Hon'Ma Mr. A. MARR: No occasion has arisen as far as I 
Icnow. 

Babu JITENORALAL BANNERiEE: It is stated that the assis. 
tants of the Legislative Department are eligible for overtime allow- 
ance, but do they get it or not? 

Tha Hon’IMa Mr. A. MARR: Certainly, if they are eligible. 


NON-OFFICIAL MEMBERS’ BILLS. 

The discussion on the Ileiigal Induhtrial Development Bill, 1928, 
was then resumed. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERS. In the initiative I should like to say that 
we, British menil>ers, are always willing to take any opportunity of 
forwarding any rneasui'e which has as object the benefit of the people 
of this province. We are also fully aware of the fact that the author 
of this Bill is an enthusiastic and siiu*ere reformer who spends much 
of his time in good work. We are, therefore, disposed at the outset 
to look over this IBll with sympathy. It matters not at all to us in 
consideration of this subject that Mr. Sarker happens to be a member 
of the party whose imlitical opinions materially differ from our own. 

I think it may be said that a considerable majority of the people 
of this province are in favour of u Bill for the development of industries 
lo help, aid and forward schemes for new business and nascent indus- 
tries. I am fierHonally and very strongly in favour of suc h a Bill and 
I have two chief realms for my opinion. My first reason is the terri- 
ble state of unempbiyment in the provin(‘e amongst young men — especi- 
ally amongst hhadmlok , In my opinion every avenue which is ]K>ssible 
ahould be explored to dei rease unemployment even if it means a slight 
speculation — any new business or new industry that can and will pro- 
vide employment — is all to the good aad to the l>enefit of the province. 
My sei'ond reaeou is Imause an Industnal Bill might add, by opening 
Tiew (bnnnels of trade, in time to the wealth of the province itself, and 
if the wealth of the province is increased, it means that many social 
reforms may go foiwurd at a speedier rate than it would be otherwise 
possible. Therefore, provided such an Act, after being passed into 
law, was worked with ca!*e, with that care which is needed in taking 
charge of public funds, I feel myself that it would do much good. 

In regard to the Bill before the House to-day what we regret to 
find about this proposed Act is that the project savours of far too much 
politics. There was, the other day, a Government Bill before the 
Council which was defeated by a narrow majority. In the Bill there 
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wett lome provisions at any rate not bad and some that were good. I 
feel sore that the Bill was defeated for political reasons rather than 
on its merits. There were some members here who voted against 
the Bill because it was a Gbvernment measure. There were others 
I think who voted against the Bill and disliked it because of the HoiiTile 
Minister who was in charge of the Bill. We have to-day another Bill — 
a private Bill — before us. In regard to this question of mixing up 
politics with industries, I would, as an instance, take the fact of the 
Select Committee which Mr. Sarker has proposed. I think that 
Committee — I am only using this as an instance — must have l>een 
selected for jwlitical reasons. I find there, except himself, very few 
who cun be justly and properly called industrialists. I think that in 
regard to an Industries Bill it should he prepared by men who are in 
daily and constant touch with industry and commerce and all tloit 
appertains thereto. I have no doubt that the appointment on other 
Select Committees of a distinguislied ilootor and an eminent lawyer 
would l>e most advisable, hut in regard to this matter I think it is my 
opinion — T hold strongly — that tlie majority of the men should first of 
all hammer at the Bill and secondly those who are on the Select Com- 
mittee should he industrialists. There may he one or two lawyers to 
keep them in order and so on, hut the majority of them I think should 
lie men in business. There should also he added to (hem a hanker 
because we must remeinliei that in a Bill which provides for the aid 
of industries a cinisiderahle amount of public funds are to he ilenlt witli 
and that the method of lending should have consideration in the 
Select Committee. 

For that reason and for no jxditical reason we support the amend- 
ment moved by Mr Oulia yesterday. As a further instance that poli- 
tics is entering so much into this Bill Mr. Gupta — I think — yesterday 
said that Mr. Guha moved this amendment at the instance of the Bengal 
Secretariat. I may infonn the House that I myself asked Mr. Guha 
to move this amendment and I was very anxious, there Wing no poli- 
tical reasons whatever, that this Bill ought to he further impioved before 
it goes Wfore the Select Committee. With great deference T would 
suggest that if Mi. Guha’s amendment 1m» passed. Mr. Sarker should 
confer with industrialists of all shades of opinion in this House and 
attempt to frame a Bill that will lie a non -political one. And as an 
evidence of our good faith in the matter we are quite prepared to dele- 
gate two or three members of our party who are. indeed, industrial- 
iste, to assist Mr. Sarker in his efforts. 


Mhi NALINIRAMAN iARKlRx With due deference to hie 
remarks 1 must state that my friend Mr. Tmvers has scented politics in 
my Bill. I can challenge him that in none of the provisions of my 
Bill he will find anything of a political character. 
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With regard Ur the conatitixtion of the Select Committee I may 
point out to Mr. Travers that in connection with the Government Bill 
which he is so enamoured of the Hon'ble Minister proposed the follow- 
ing names to be included in the Select Committee: — 

(1) Maharaj Kumar Srish Chandra Nandy; 

(2) Myself; 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Haque, a public prosecutor and 
a lawyer of Krishnagar; 

(4) Mr. Satish Chandra Sen, a solicitor; 

(5) Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul Huq, a vakil; 

(6) Babu Sara I Kumar Dutt, a zemindar; 

(7) Mr. Razuur Rahman Khan, a business man, of course; 

(8) Mr. W. C. W^ordsworth, Editor, Statesman ; and 

(9) Mr. G. P. Ifogg, Secretary to the Industries Department. 


The HiUi’ble Minister has excluded from his Committee the members 
representing the Bengal Chamber of C(»mmerce and I think he has 
rightly done so. On the same principle I have constituted my Select 
Committee. The reason why 1 have excluded the Government bench 
is that it is not possible for G(>vernment members to express their 
opinion without the permission of His Excellency : otherwise I would 
have gladly taken them in. 

Now with regard to Mr. Guha's motion. Frankly Sir, Mr. Guhn’s 
in<»tion for delaying the Bill is not anything of a surprise to me, for I 
never had any illusions abcmt the Government solicitude for the 
industrial development of this province, and when they want to throw 
out a measure of public utility, you will always find Mr. Guha, their 
nominee, ready to be a willing tool in their hands. The reason for the 
odoption of this nmnd-aliout method by Government is easy to under- 
stand. For, having sponsored a Bill of the same sound if not the same 
substaiH'e, they naturally find it difficult, consistent with decency, to 
oiler direct opiuisitiou to this measure. Hence the need for a scape- 
gfuit. Mr. Guha knows quite well that if his motion is carried, this 
Bill will hardly have any chance <»f l)eing put through during the life- 
time of this Council. I would have appnwiated his boIdnes.s if 
he had given out his real intention, because such a motion as his is a 
riM'ognised method of shelving a measure. But he pretends, instead, 
to base his claim on his anxiety to secure public opinion. I need 
hardly waste powder and shot on showing up the extreme regard for 
public opinion which Mr. Guha and his friends on that side of the 
House have evinced on previous wrasions. I will therefore content 
myself with putting him the plain question as to what useful purpose 
he thinks will be served by circulating this Bill to the public. Can it 
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1)6 wd of this Bill that its main principles or provisions are in any wav 
unfamiliar to the public, or can by any stretch of imajrination W 
conaidered detrimental to the interests of the country? Only recently 
public opinion has been expressed on every iinjMJitant iM»int in the 
Government Bill, as a reference to the three volumes of opinions 
recently circulated by the I^fjrislative Department will amply show. 
If the Bill is again cii-culated it will go practically to the ^ame* iiersons 
and bodies whose opinions ai'e before the Council! Further, in i-egard 
to the Bill under consideration it has been widely published and 
diseased in the important newspapers— surely imlicating a sutK('ient 
publicity already achieved. I challenge Mr. Uuha to mention one main 
provision of the Bill on which he apprehends a difference of opinion 
amongst those who have the interest of the province at heart. 

4 p.m. 

On the contrary, all important bodies and per>un.s sin h as the different 
Indian Chambers of Commerce, the Indian Association, the Marwari 
AsMx iation, Sir Ilajeiulra Xaih M<M>kerjee, have expre.ssed themselves in 
lavour of a Bill like this, and they cannot iuit repeat their views if ibis 
Bill is again before them. Siniilarl>, the European Association, the 
Calcutta Irades AsscM'iation, the Bengal C.^hainher of (j»mmen‘e, are sure 
to oppose the Bill as they have done in lln‘ previous instnm e, I^ook at it 
as you may, any further circulation of this Bill for eliciting public opi- 
nion would not be of any further help to the meml)ers of this Council. 
The needs of the industrial development of Bengal have not l>een sudden- 
ly discovered as the result of a brain-wiive of a private inemher. Their 
discussion is at least as old as the Indian Indiistnal ('oinmission of BUG, 
hinie when public ojiinion began to express itself in favour of a Bill 
like this. 

Madras and other pnivinces have had Ac ts of their ccwii for a long 
time. In fact, the case for a Bill for this province has been so over- 
whelming that the Government themselves have had to bring in one, 
alWit with the narrow outlook and s<*of>e lieyond whic h its bureauc racy 
cannot range, just enough, in short, to make out a c ase for governmental 
care for industries without doing anything more. 

I repeat, Sir, that in regard to the Government Bill we have hud all 
the public opinion worth having. Its objects, principles, and general 
Btnirture, aiv essentially the same as those of the present Bill. In fact, 
I am sure, the formei Bill would have emerged in this very form from 
the hands of the Select (’ommittee if the Government had issued 
instructions to the Select Committee, as proposed by Mr. Kiran Sankar 
Roy. Therefore, Sir, in spite of devoting anxious thoughts to 
Mr. Guha’s arguments, I have failed to di»f*over any substance in them. 
I may incidentally add that I had occasion to notice a great stir and 
activity amongst the members of the Treasury Bench for securing votes 



158 


NON^FFICIAL MEMBERS’ BILLS. [Sra Fi|». 


in favour of Mr. Guha’s motion. I need not refer specially to an 
Indian member on the Reserved Side, whose mischievous activities 
against the best interests of the country have become a by-word with 
his countrymen. But what took me by surprise was that another 
honourable lueinlicr, whose peaceful somnolence in his Council seat is- 
never dinturlHfd even by the most impassioned appeals for his distressed 
countrymen, should have been so wideawake in the lobby at the dire 
prtiHpect of this Bill being even taken up for consideration. 

It is a truism that there may \>e a prosperous indigenous industry or 
a prosperous alien bureaucracy, but never both together. I know, 
therefore, that the more I can make out that this Bill will influence the 
country’s prospeiity, the more strenuous will be the opposition of those 
who are dependent for their advancement on bureaucratic favour. But 
may I not ajtpeiil to the re‘'t of the House, to the members w’ho come 
from the country-Mide and have seen how it is dying by inches under 
present conditirms, to cast aside for the moment all party considerations 
and make a united effort so to mould this Bill by their colleetive wisdom 
as to give a starting jmint for an upward economic movement before 
starvation has sapped the strength of the country beyond all possibility 
of revival? 

I would appeal to them imt to allow this measure to escape our ken 
altogether by consenting to shelve it now. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the Select Committee, I am prepared to 
accept all the names j)rop<»sed by the different members, and if Govern- 
ment agree and if you permit me. Sir, I am prepared to take even some 
of the Government members on the Select Committee. 

Mr, 8, C, MUKERJIS Mr. President, Sir, on the 4th of February 
last, the Ilon'ble llaja Bhupendrn Xarayan Sinha Bahadur, of Nashi- 
pur, iutix)duced liis Bill. I opposed that Bill not on the ground, as 
stated by Mr. Travers, that it was a Government measure, or because it 
was introduced by the Hon’ble Minister, as if I had a personal animus 
against that hon'ble gentleman. I want to make it clear that I opposed 
the Bill because I did not (*ousider it to be a good Bill, or a comprehen- 
sive Bill either, and I opposed it in favour of this Bill because I consider 
that the present Bill is a more comprehensive measure. This piece of 
proposed legislation is of momentous importance, and the more I 
peruse the provisions of this Bill, the more I feel convinced that this 
proposed piece of legislation should be circulated to the country’ once 
more for eliciting the opinion of public bodies. When I read the Bill 
and understand its underlying principles as contained in clauses 3, 7 — 
especially 7 (a), which is a restrictive clause — 10, 11, 13 and 16, I have 
not the slightest hesitation in saying that this Bill requires the most 
considered judgment of all the public bodies who are interested in the 
industrial development of this province. 
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Sir, in clause 3 of the Bill I find that the hon’ble mover has men*^ 
tioned the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, I should like to know what the 
Bengal Chamber of Commerce has got to say about this Bill. Again,, 
in the same clause I find that it is pi*t:>posed that there should Iw two 
members from the Bengal National Chamber of Commen‘e. I should 
like to know what the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce has got 
to say about this important piece of legislation. Further, in that very 
clause I find that there is a proposal of having two representatives, to 
be selected by the Government from time to time, to represent particular 
classes of industries and intei-ests of the Indian mercantile community. 
1 should like to know what the Indian mercantile community has got 
to say about this measure. I shall not reiterate my jwints, but look at 
clause 7 (a), which is a highly restrictive clause. I should like to know 
what the country has got to say regarding this restriction. 

As regards the (luestion of want of time, if my hon’ble friend is 
alert, if he is up and doing. I do not see any reason, Sir, why he cannot 
have an expression of opinion from the Imdies I have mentioned within 
the course of a month. Surely, the Hon’ble Minister <‘un arrange for 
that, and surely the Bill can come up again either in the July or the 
August session, or at the late.st during the NovemWr session. It is true, 
that the life of this Cniim il is going to run out shortly, hut I submit 
that the Bengal Legislative (’ouncil is not going to expire. 

It has l>een said by my Swarajist friends that Bahu Naliniranjan 
Sarker may not l>e a member in the next C<»uncil. I am perfectly sure 
that there will be many Naliniranjan Sarkei's . 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir. may I cc»rre(t Mr. Mukerji? 
It is n(»t any member on this side of the House, but Mr. Guha who said 
this. 

Mr. B. C. MUKERJI; I think something came from the other side 
too. However, there is no use quarrelling over this matter. 

Now, Sir, in view of the r»hservations I have made, I feci thoroughly 
convinced that this Bill should he circulated to the country for eliciting 
public opinion thereon. 

Bibu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Sir, you will excuse me if I 
make one personal observation. There was a time when I used to- 
speak a lot in this House, but since then I have lost all faith in speech- 
making, ordinarily I find it difficult to overcome my disinclina- 
tion to speak. But this particular matter is so verj^ important that 
J feel I should be failing in my duty if I were to record merely a silent 
vote. Now, as regards this amendment of Mr. Guha for circulation of 
the Bill, may I ask him one question though I do not see him hereP 
Does he seriously believe that there is really a controversy over the 
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nece»8ity and urgency of this measure? Is it a thing about which 
public opinion in this country has not definitely been expressed before? 
We all know that year after year the Indian Industrial Congress ha‘* 
passed resolutions urging upon all provincial Governments to pass 
legislation for the development of industries by Government aid. At 
Calcutta, we had the 4tli session of the Indian Industrial Congress 
under the presidency of Sir Dinshaw Petit. In Madras, there wa.s a 
liessioii under the jiresidency of Sir Kbrahim Rahimtullah. In each 
of these se-ssions lesolutions were passed insisting uiron Government to 
jmss legislation for the encouragement and development of industries. 
TJow, as was said by my friend yesterday — T think it was Dr. Roy — this 
is not a measure upon which the man in the street can pass an opinion. 
It is after all of a somewhat technical character, and therefore it is only 
those who are engaged in industries and who have studied the question 
are in a position to pronounce an opinion on it. Now, from that point 
of view, I do not know what l>etter opinion, or more weighty opinion, 
can be expressed by the people of this country, than what is lieing 
expressed year after year by the Indian Industrial Congress. 

It has been rei)eateilly said by Mr. (iuha that the peojde should be 
allowed to say what they got to say on this matter. What al)out the 
ffovernment Bill which was considered by the people? When they 
gave their opinion on the Government Bill, I submit that they gave it 
on the whole question as to how and in what manner and to what 
extent Oovenonent Nhould aid industries in this country. After that, 
1 do not see what useful purpose will be served by cinmlation of the Bill 
for fresh opinion. 

Objection has been raised that the Bill is not acceptable to many 
meml>ers because the constitution of the Select Committee as pix)posed 
by Mr. Sarker smacks of a political complexion. May I invite the 
ikttention of this House to . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I should like to adjourn the Council for prayer, 
Mr. Dattu. Have ytm much more to say? Anyway, you can continue 
later if you so desire. 

[At 4-16 p.m. the Council was adjourned and it re-assembled by 
4-30 p.m.] 

BMni AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: As regards the objection raised 
to the con-stitutioii of the i>ersonnel of the Select Committee, it has been 
said that members pnqwsed on the Select Committee of Mr. Sarker are 
people who are not experts in industries. May I ask whether the 
members whose names were proposed on the Select Committee of the 
Government Bill are experts in industries? As I find the names of 
the members on the Select Committees of the two Bills, there is nothing 
very much to choose between the two Bills. There we find on the 
Government Select Committee Maharaj Kumar Srish Chandra Nandy. 
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a zasoindar; Babu Naliniranjan Sarker, the mover of the present Bill; 
Khan Bahadur Muulvi Amzul Haque, a lawyer; Mr. S. C. Sen, another 
lawyer; Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul Huq, another lawyer; Babu Saral Kumar 
Duti, a lawyer and Congressman ; and Mr. Raaaur Rahman Khan, a 
lawyer. It is very difficult to find out how these names differ in any 
way from the gentlemen proposed by Mr. Sarker. Now another 
objection taken is that the Bill should be in charge of one who is 
something like a captain of industries. May I say in reply if the 
Hon*ble Minister who was in charge of the Government Bill is in any 
way more fitted to deal with this matter than Mr. Sarker. So, there is 
nothing in that argument; besides, Mr. Sarker is quite prepared to 
take some Government members on hi*. Select roniinittee. 


Another objection taken wa.s in connection with a statement (hut 
Mr. Guba was prompted to move his amendment by Government and 
exception has Wn taken t<» that statement. It hiiN Ihhoi said by 
Mr. Ti-avers that it was not the Government but it was rut her he who 
]U'oiiipted Mr. Guba to move his amendment. I wonder whether 
Mr. Travers or Mr, (luha can realise that this is neither a repudiation 
of the charge nor a contradiction but is rather a confession o\it and out. 
If anybody, in matters like this regarding the economic |>olicy of 
< Government, says that so and so is being dominated by (b»vernment it 
18 tantamount to saying that he is really dominated by the British 
merchants. After all it is common knowledge that India is not 
governed merely hy the Govern ineiit but by the British merchants in 
Clive Street, and the Secretary of State for India is dominated 
absolutely by the vote of British iiiaimfacturei-H. We know that the 
ecimoiJiic |M)licy that ha.s hitherto Wen pursued by tlie British Govern- 
ment with regard to the industries in India was always formulated for 
the Wnefit of England, not of India. It has been said, not by (Vmgress- 
men but by more responsible people, that exploitation and administra- 
tion go hand in hand in India. I do not know whether there cun W a 
better or worse confession than this, and we all know that the policy 
of Government for the last 150 years has been not to develop the 
industries of India but to find a market in India for British-manufac- 
tured gcMid.s. Our grievances is that our r&w pnalucts are taken over to 
England, made into finished goods there, brought back to India not for 
the Wnefit of India but of the British people. That has Wen the 
economic i>olicy of Government all these years. But whatever might 
have been the reason, the Government now wants to say that they 
have changed their mentality. Government wants to say that it is 
trying to provide for State aid to industries, and as a matter of fact 
there was a Bill, however unsatisfactory, for this purpose. That being 
so, there is no difference as to whether Mr. Guba is prompted by the 
Government or by Mr. Travers. There is nothing to choose between 
them. 


fl 
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Then, Sir, objet'tion has also been taken to the representation on the 
Board. I find in section 3 of Mr. Barker’s Bill that all the important 
commercial associations, the Chambers of Commerce and the Local 
Government and the Indian mercantile community, are all represented 
on the Board. So, there can be no exception taken to the constitution 
of the Board unless the object is to make the Board an absolutely 
nominated body. The real difference lies here between the Govern- 
ment Bill and Mr. Barker’s Bill. The Government Bill is only a half- 
hearted measure, an eye-wash, a mere camouffa|<e, but the real spirit 
of proji^resH and develc»pment is not there, tf you say that we do not 
want the Bill, we do not want to develop our industries — that is an 
attitude whicli one can appreciate, but do not come by the back door 
and have it shelved in the manner in which it has been proposed by 
Mr. Guha. I wonder if Mr. Guha renlise<l that he allowed himself tii 
lie made a jiawn in other people's ^ame. 


Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: One of the reasons which has 
prompted me to HU|»port the motion for the circulation of the Bill for 
eliciting public opinion is the absence of any edause in this lejjislation 
ulKiut fair wa^fes. Sir, for the edification of some of my Indian friemls 
I must mention to them that in all lejrislntions relatinjr to industrial 
matters in Kurope and America, and for financial assistance piven 
by the State, the industrial concerns are reepnred to ^ive a f^uanintee 
that they will pay fair or liviii^i^ wa^^es to labour, and this principle has 
also lieen accepted liere by the Government of India. For example, in 
connection with the j^rant of a iMuuitv on steel to the Tat as. the firm had 
to frive a fruurantee that they would spend so muMi money for the 
welfare of bilKiur, and on that guarantee the iMiunty was sanctioned. 
An a matter <d fact, my labour colleague and myself were constilted, when 
the Government of India were discussing the question of protective 
duty on imjKirted paper or bounty to Indian pi\per mills. It so happened 
that there was a jiaper mill at Knnkinara, and the Government of India 
toiik into consideration the views of the lalamr of Kankiuura on this 
question. We insisted on the firm concerned as to whether they were 
prepared to guarantee for the welfare of labour, and when they agreed 
to our proposal, we sent a wire to the Government of India approving 
the projMisnl. This le«l to the revision of the tariff on im|a»rted paper. 

Neither the Government nor Mr. .Barker, however, thought fit to 
give bilMiur their projHM represeutation on the Selwt ('ommittee. 
There can be no industrial legislation without having any concern wdtli 
lalmur. 1 claim that any concern applying for financial assistance 
under this pmposed legislation must give n guarantee that tliey will 
deal fairly with their lalmur and will give them a living wage. There- 
fore, Bir, the Bill should l»e circ ulated and Government must make a 
note of this that that Bill, when under cireulation, goes through the 
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regiftored trade unioiiB, and GoTernment should also see whether these 
unioas are in favour of inserting a clause of the description suggested 
above, I understand that the British Art known as Trade Facilities 
Act includes a provision about fair wages for labour. 

With these few words I support the motion for ciixMilation of the 
Bill for eliciting public opinion thereon. 

Mr. E. C. ORMOHD: I rise also to support the motion for (in’ula- 
tion of this Bill. Whatever the fate of this Bill, whether it is cir- 
culated or not circulated, whether it is sent to a Select rommittw* or 
not sent to a Sele<*t Committee, wdiether it is passed or n(»t passed, of 
this at least I am certain that I cannot stand in this jdace as an 
industrial expert; hut I would, with all humility, ask the hon'hle 
members of this House to look at this Bill from the point of view of a 
level and unbiassed mind. May I say, Sir, that in the first place, it 
matters not whether this is a Government Bill or Mr. Surker's Billy 
The (luestioii is, is it a g(M»d Bill for Bengal y 

Now, Sir, with regard to the question of circulation, a |M)int has 
l)eeii made, why circulate this Billy A Government Bill to the same 
eflfe<’t has already been < irculated. We know’ everything which every 
body has to say in this matter, but, Sir. that is not this Bill w’hi<di has 
been circulated; and I suhmit to the hon’ble members of this House 
that there are seNeial features of the present Bill which nMpiired further 
<‘oiisi<lerati<m by jiersons who are industrial ex|)erts. 

4-45 p.ni. 

I would ask the hon’lde members to let their eyes fall fii>t of all on 
paragraph 5 w’hich runs us follows; “ The lax’ul Government shall 
have j)Ower to start and carry on such pioneer industries us may be 
recommended from time to time and so on. Whether it is a good 
thing or a bud thing that Government should start and < arry on busi- 
ness to comi)ete with individual and piivate enterprise, I <lo siilmnt 
that this is a point which requires further consideration than it has 
had by persons who are industrial experts and whose opinions are 
worth having. 1 w'ould submit that my lion’ble friends on the other 
side of the House would l>e the first to f)pp(».se such a scheme for the 
spoou-feetling of iudustruv*. b\ (iover iiriieiif . I am not suggesting any 
conclusion us to whether it is a good thing or a bad thing, 1 only 
submit to any level-minded, unbiassed man that these are points which 
retjuire further consideration. 

Then to take another paragraph — paragraph 8: " The Ijocal 

Government may delegate its jxiwer under certain (’onditioiis to the 
Board.’’ Now% Sir, that again, I submit, is a question which requiren 
further consideration. 
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Similarly, in paragrapb 10 w© find: “ Every loan granted under 
this Act shall be secured by a specific mortgage ” and so on ** upon 
the whole of the assets of the business or enterprise subject to any 
encumbrances existing at the time of the grant/* Does it not strike 
the hon*ble members that the first use to which that section of the 
Bill will be put will be to ask Government to bolster up dying indus- 
tries which are already mortgaged up to the hilt? I submit that i> 
not the object of the proposer or the supporters of this Bill. I would 
also submit that this point also requires furiher consideration : whether 
or not in a Bill of this nature there should not be some clause restrict- 
ing the amount of the loan relatively to the amount of the assets of the 
buninesK in favour of which the loan is granted. 

To move now to paragraph 12, which reads as follows: “ In any 
case in which a Joan or loans is or are granted under this Act amount- 
ing to two lakhs of rupees or upwards the Board shall, and in any 
other case, may, by the appointment of directors or otherwise, take 
power, etc.*’ I need notread any further. I submit that it is hardly 
tlie intention of the proposer and the supjiorterH of this Bill that this 
clause shoubl lie uhcmI, as I submit it may be used, in this way. 1 
Hubiiiit that on that clause it would be peiteetly possible for Govern- 
ment to look round Bengal and find out the most profitable businesses 
ill Bengal and then arrange that the businesses apply for a grant and 
it would then give them the grunt. It would tlien by the appointment 
ot directors or otherwise take j»ower to ensure such control over the 
(ommittee of business or enterprise us may suHice in their opinion to 
safeguard their inierests. Well, Sir, \vh\ should we have (iovern- 
iiient interfering in business which did not need any interference or 
supptirt? That, it may said, is merely the wording of the Bill but 
1 do submit that the hon’hle meml>ers who will look at this matter 
with an entirely unhiussed mind, free from the heat of the battle which 
may have occurred over the last Government Bill, will vote with roe 
111 favour of the cinmluiion of this Bill and if 1 ma 3 ’ l>e allowed to 
take advantage of the iM’ca.sion afforded to me — since I shall not in 
the cuufso of my life, have any other recurrence of such opportunity — 
I would ap}>eal to m 3 ' friends on (he other side of the House, whose 
sportsmanship 1 have had occasion to notice outside this House, to 
show that same sfiortsmauship inside the House. Since it is not a 
matter of principle but merely of pro<‘eduie and since, in any case — 
J put it to them — they cannot win their point on this motion, I make 
so bold as to ask m 3 ' friends on tbe other side of the House — to use 
what 1 may call a quixotic or a sportsmanlike decision — to vote with 
the junior member of this House in this matter. 


mm NACtNDRA NATH SEN: On the 9th July, 1926, in the 
■hsence of Dr. Pramathanath Banenea. Uabu Devi Prasad Eliaitan 
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uioyttd a reaolution in this Council recommending to the Oovernment 
that a committee consisting of three officials, and nine non-official 
members of the Bengal Legislative Council be appointed to prepare a 
Bill lor affording Government assistance to industries in Bengal. Fiom 
the minute book which is kept on the table we find that the action 
which the Government were pleased to take on this resolution is 
couched in this language; “ It appears from the printed proceedings 
of the meeting that the real intention of the mover was to expedite 
the introduction of a Bill on this subject in the Council. As, however, 
^teps have already heen taken to draft a Bill so that it may be presented 
to the Council early next year Governiiieut do not consider that any 
\i8eful purpose will be served by the apiM)intment of u committee.” 
That was in July, 1926, and “ early next year ” must necessarily 
mean ” early 1927.” We all know that nothing was done in 1927; 
nothing was done in 1928, and ^\heii in 1921* the Hon’ble Baja Bahadur 
of Nashipur introiluced a Bill for this purpose it was sent for circula- 
tion l>ecau8e it was found to l>e unsat isfacttjry and disappointing. 
Not that the Bill was not necessary, not that such a Bill wcmld not 
l>€ useful but because the Bill was of such an unsjitisfactory nature 
that this Council had no other alternative than to put it to circulation. 

Yesterday Mr. Bejoy Krishna Bose fiom this stde of (he House 
analysed the principles of the two Bills, one introduced by the Baja 
Bahadur of Nashipur and the other by Babu Naliniranjan Sarker. He 
siioued (bat the present Bill is far suj>eri<»r to that introduciMl bv 
Government and if the ne<*eKsity ot such a Bill is already patent I fail 
to understand the attitude of the European members who have taken 
the tr<uible of making long sjM»echef» in order that the Bill may b(! 
shelved, and no action taken on it. Fortunately in the year I92ti the 
attitude of the non-offi< ial Furopeun comiininily was much Wtter than 
what is now presented before the House. Dr. Moreno, speaking on 
the resolution of Mr. Khaitan, said — and I am reading from the 
official proceedings: ” I think the strongest w'or<ls are necessary in 
support of the resolution moved by Mr. Khaitan. We hear a great 
deal in Bengal of unemployment.” Further down he continues ” I 
feel sure that the HorTble Nawab Bahadur (referring to the Hon'ble 
Nawab Saiyid Nawab Ali (.Miaudhuri who w'as then the Memlier-in- 
cbarge) who has always done everj'thing tow'ards encouraging indi- 
genous industries — now' that he is in office will do soTuething towards 
the encouragement of these industries and thereby earn the lasting 
gratitude of the people of Bengal who are now' going from pillai' to 
poet and from post to pillar seeking for petty appointments. I think 
Mr. Khaitan is entitled to our grateful thanks for putting forward this 
resolution which, I trust, will W supported by every one in the House 
and that Government will look a little more kindly towards the material 
proeperiiy of the people of this province.” Now look at the attitude 
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of Dr. Moreno and that of Mr. Travers and other Don-<^cial European 
niembers of this Council who have been pleased to speak on the Bill. 
1 do not find any cogent reason in the arguments put forward by Mr. 
Travers and other European gentlemen for putting the Bill to circula- 
tion. I do not find from their reasonings that any good will come from 
killing this Bill. As it has been challenged by Mr. Datta from our 

side, if the non-ofiicial Europeans want to kill the Bill, let them say 

so frankly or if they are opposed to the development of industries in 

Bengal let them say so frankly and we will know our position a:5 

already we know what cmr position i«. Then we shall be happy. 
But what will be ihe good of sending this Bill tor circulation so that 
it may not come up for the next few months after which this Council 
will he automatically dissolved!^ If it con be shown that the provi- 
sions of the Bill are nnsntisfactorv or disappointing or that something 
more is needed or that there is something in the Bill w'hich is not 
ilesirable at the present stage, we could understand the attitude of the 
non-official European benches. Tlie (Government l)enches have not yet 
intimated their attitude towards the Bill. When we find that (Govern- 
ment itself introduced a Bill in March last, with what grace cun the 
Ti'ea.sury benches say that this Bill is not necessary or that it cannot 
be taken up now ? 

With these wwds 1 earnestly appeal to my friends of the non-ofiicial 
KurojM'un community, official Europ<MinN, official Indian raeinl»ers 
repivseiitaf ive of (Government, members of the T^nion party, to do >onie 
constructive w'ork, to show that they are (‘upable of affording some 
relief to the uneinph>yed people of this piovince t>y inducing (Govern- 
ment to give some aid t(» (he industries that (Joverninent may earn 
the undying gratitude of the peoi)le. 


Mauivi LATAFAT HUSSAIN sinAe in Tidu, the English tran.sla- 
tion of whi('h is as follows: — 

“ I also support the ( itx'ulntion of this Bill us there is no provision 
alK»ut good wages for lalwur. Thousands of workers are getting very 
poor pay wbilo employers are making good profit. The (Govemnient 
must see that before helping any industry with loan that the labour 
in that industry is fully pititected. What we want, not protection of 
industries alone but protei tion of labour as w’ell. As Secretaiy^ of 
Kankinara Labour Fnion I was asked to recommend the paper mill at 
Kankinara for protection by inipt>sing duty on foreign paper; I con- 
sulted the workers of that paper mill and they agreed on (xmdition that 
their mill authorities pay good wages and accord gwul treatment to them. 
The paper mill which was in very Imd condition financially got the 
protection but the owners forgot all about the promise. I therefore wmit 
that this Hill be circulated to all rostered labour unions for their 
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opittimi iind (or a clause about wa^s to labour. I am for the principle 
that Ooverument must see that the workers in the industries seehing 
Oovernment help get full protection.” 


5 p.m. 

The Hofi’hle Raje BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahii^r, 
of NiShi|NirS Sir^ we have discussed this matter for u long time. 
May I recjuest you to apply the closure now? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 too think that wo have spent much time over 
this matter and there are, perhaps, no other members willing to speak; 
so, 1 will put the (|Ue.Htion lorthwith. 

The (luestion i.s that the question be lunv put. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The m<»tion that the liengal Indu.strial Development Hill, 1928, 1 h* 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon within two 
months fi-orn the date on which this im^tion is carried in (’ouncil was 
then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


Ahunad, Maulvi KatiriMkliit. 

aaniad, Khan Batiatfur Maulvi Ematfuddin. 

•lair, Mr. J. K. 

Caaaallt, Mr. A. 

diaudhun, Khan Aaliadur Maulvi NalUar 
Rahman. 

Chaudhuri, tha Han'hia Nawah Rahadur 
laiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 
Chaudhury, Maulvi Kharvhad Alam. 
Cohant Mr. 0. il. 

Oaah* Mr. A. J. 

Orummaiid, Mr. J. 0. 
farraatar, Mr. 4. Campball. 

Fyla, Mr. 4. H. 

Ohaaa, Mr. M. C. 
miahriat, Mr. R. N. 

Maanha, Rai Bahadur Badridaa. 

•aha, Mr. h. N. 

Magi, Mr. 9. B. 

Haaala, tha Naa'Ma Naarah Muaharraf, 
Khaa Bahadur. 

Nub, Khaa Bahadur Maulvi Bhrauiul. 
Huaala, Khaa Bahadur Maulvi tyad 

MMnala, piauivi Utafat. 
daahiaa, Hr. W. A. 

Khaa, Khaa Bahih Mauhrt Muanaai AH. 
Khaa, Maaivi Taa ii tu d dla . 

Khaa ShaudhuH, Hr. H. AMaaf AH. 
turd, Mr. K. i. 

UMh^ Mr. T. 

Mr. I.. T. 


Marr, tht Man'blv Mr, A. 

Marlin, Mr. 0. f. 

MtCluthla, Mr. E. T. 

Millar, Rai Bahadur Manniaiha Naih. 
Millar, iha Nan*Ma Sir Bravavh Ohuadar. 
MabaHy, iha Man*bla Mr. A. N. 

Muliarji, Mr. t. C. 

Ormand, Mr. E. C. 

Bhilih, Mr. 4. Y. 

Bhilaal, Mr. N. C. V. 

Braalfaa, Mr. W. D. R. 

Rahawn, Mr. A. B. 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Ahdur-. 

Rauf, Maulvi tyad Ahdur. 

Ray, Bahu Nafandra Narayan 
Ray Chaudhuri, Mr, K. 0. 

Ram, Mr. «. B. 

Ray, Mr. Bilay Braaad tlnch. 
•arhadhihari, Dr. Bir Oava Braaad. 
Barhar, Rai Bahih Rahaii Mahaa. 

Battar, Khaa Bahih Ahdaa. 

Batthr, Hr. Ahdaal Raiah Halaa ABSBBli 
Binha, tha Nan^ Ra|a Bahadur 
Rhupaadra Rarayan. 

Balaiaiaa. Maatvi Maha m a nd . 
ttapjatan, Mr. N. B. 

Tala, Mala r OM i ar a l Oadfrty. 

Thmuat, Hr. H. W. 

TBMupua, Mr. W. N. 

Travara, Hr. W. L. 

Sl a rdMia rth , Hr. W. 6. 
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/MMiMiii Maiilvi AtlMoMlii. 

Babu Rmim OlMuiira. 
Cafl•ri^M^ Or. PrsimitfMMitii. 

•MMrjM, BatoM BramttlM NatB. 
Bai»a«riM, BaB« 4itMiBralal. 

Bata, Baba iati Btfcliar. 

Bata, Mr. P. 0. 

Bata, Mr. Barat C. 

Bitarat, Baba Burtntfra Nath. 

Bttt, Baba Btjty Kritbna. 

Bttt, Mr. t. e. 

Bata, Mr. Babbat OhaiNlra. 
Cbalirabartty, Baba JatinBra Natb. 
Cbafcravartf, Baba JatlfiBra CbanBra. 
Cbatttritt, Brijat BiJay Kumar. 
CbaaBbari, Mauivi Naral Haq. 

Oat Oapta, Or. J. M. 

Oatta, Baba Afcbil CbanBra. 

Outt, Baba Baral Kumar. 

Oanoaly, Baba KbaganBra Natb. 
Obatt, Baba AmartnBra Natb. 

Oupta, Mr. JtBttb Obandra 


Himataiaiba, Balw Prabba Oayal. 

Naaat, Kaii BmBaBal. 

Karim, Maaivi AbBal. 

Kattm, Maaivi Abal. 

Maiti, Baba MabwiBra Natb. 

Mahtrjaa, Brijat Tarabaafb. 

Natiiar, Baba Ham CbanBra. 

Pal CbauBburi, Mr. ftanjit. 

Rabim, Bir AbBmr*. 

Rabman, Maaivi Bbamtar . 

Ray, Or. KamaB Banhar. 

Ray, Brijat RaBba OabinBa. 

Roy, Babu Manmatba Natb. 

Roy, Dr. BiBban CbanBra. 

Roy, Mr. O. N. 

Roy, Mr. Ittran Banbar. 

Roy CbaaB b ari, Rai BabaBaP BatyanBra 
Natb. 

Barbtr, Baba Naliniranjan. 

Bon, Mr. Batitb CbanBra. 

Bon, Brijat NagonBra Natb. 


The Ayes being 58 and the Noes 42, the motion was carried. 


Mr# PRESIDENT* Haring regard to the fact that this amend- 
ment has been carried, the original motion of Baba Naliniranjan 
Sarker to refer the Bill to a Select (Committee falls to the ground and 
alwj the subseiiuent motion with regard to the personnel of the 
Committee. 


The Btngtl Provofitlon of OangorouB DifOBBOB Bill, 1928# 

Dr# KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY* Sir, I beg leave of the House to 
introduce a Hill to provide for the control and prevention of dangerous 
(liseaseH in Bengal. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Sfcietarv then read the title of the liill. 


Or. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: Sir, I l>eg to move that the said 
Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of the Hon’ble Haja 
Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, of Nashipur, Dr. Bidhan Chandra 
lioy, Babu NaBtttranjan Sarker, Major-General Gotlfrey Tate, Mr. H. 
S. Suhrawardy, Mr. J. G. Drummond, Babu Saral Kumar Ihitt, Rai 
Harendraiiath Chaudhuri, Mauivi Abdul Karim, Mr. P. C. Basu, Mr. 
Kiran Sankar Roy, Dr. J. M. Duh Gupta, Mr. J. Campbell Forrester, 
Babu Surendra Nath Biswas, Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose, Babu Jaiindra 
Nath Chekraburtty, Mr, Satyendra Chandra Ghosh Maulick and myself, 
with instructions to submit their report before the next March session 
of the Coumdl and that the number of members whose preBence shall 
be niK'essarj' to i^onatittite a quorum shall be five. 



In monxig that tha Bill be referred to a Select Committee it is not 
neoeesary for me to inflict a long speech on the Home. 1 would^ how- 
evetf refer to the main provisions which 1 propose to introduce into this 
Bill, The Bill aims at the compulsory notification of certain diseases 
which are infectious in order to prevent the spread of infection to other 
pmeons, and for this purpose it is incumbent on all medical practi- 
tioners to notify, whenever they come across any such case, to the 
local authorities whoever they may be ; for instance, in the case of villages 
to presidents of Union Boards, or in the case of municipalities to chair- 
men and health officers, or in the case of other places to those local uutho- 
lities who ai-e competent to deal with these coses. It is not my purpose 
simply to obtain notification. Notification by medical men alone 
ensures correct statistics of j>ersons suffering from infeitious diseases: 
the present system is that the chaukidars and dafadars collect the figures 
of persons who die of such diseases and hence the reports are often 
incorrect. It is not my intention to collect this statistical informa- 
tion only. My object is to bring to light cases of patients who are 
actually suffering and to see that there is no danger of infection 
spreading to the people living in the locality. My next point is to arm 
the local authorities w'ith certiiin powers by w'hich they can take the 
necessary steps to prevent the spread ot these diseases. The local 
authorities, therefore, should have the right to inspect the houses where 
these infectious diseases o(‘our, and they should be allowed free access 
either by giving notice or without notice. To this end they must also 
have power to prevent the use of w*ater from tanks and w’clls which 
have been contaminated by the use of these diseased persons. We all 
know that cholera is spread by the use of polluted water and the lo< nl 
authorities must In* armed with powers by which they can prevent the 
use of such water and also they should be pn»vid«l wdth powers to get 
such water (liHinfe<'te(l. Now, the tjuesiion is who should la'ar the rost 
of disinfection. What I have suggested is that this cost should l)e met 
by persons actually occupying the house or in his absence the owner 
of the premises. I have also provided, considering the poverty of the 
people, that in cases where persons on account of jMiverty an* unable to 
bear the cost, the local authorities .should l>ear the cost. Thene are the 
main provisions and in order to make the Bill attractive I have provided 
for small rewards. It is the duty of every niedical practitioner to notify 
these cases, irrespective of the question of rewards. 


5-15 p.m. 

It is our duty to see that others — our neighlx>urs — are also prevented 
from these infectious diseases. There is alw» u penal clause penaltstng 
any one who knowingly neglect to or do not notify the presence of 
these cases coming under their notice. 
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The other claoees are not so important, that is, the particular form 
in which the notification has got to be made, and I have left that to 
the Jxxral Government to decide, as well as the particular diseases 
which from time to time may be included in the schedule of dangerous 
diseases, because certain diseases, though not prevalent now, might 
come in and it may be necessary to include them. Therefore I have 
given power to the liocal Government to include these diseases by noti- 
fication in the local gazette. 

It does not require a great deal of talking to convince the urgency 
-of this Bill. In all other countries of the world, specially in Europf 
and America, determined attempts to fight these diseases have 
succeeded in lowering the death rate from infectious diseases. Mortal* 
ity from tube re ill os is is reduced to 50 per cent, within the last 5 years 
by strict notification. Cholera has almost been stamped out of the 
European countries and sniall-pox has been reiluced to a negligible 
factor, and this they have achieved mainly by compulsory notification 
and taking nil kinds of preventive measures whenever any isolated cas+‘ 
occurred. The toll of tuberculosis which Bengal pays is nearly one 
lakh a year, and the number of persons afflicted with such disea.He is 
calculated to be eight lakhs who are spmiding the infei^tion to others, 
ainl the economic lo.ss due to T. B. alone has lieen estimated at soine- 
thing like two erores of ru|)ees a year. T'nless simie measure is taken 
immediately it will be very diffic-ult to {’omlMit the disease later on. It 
has be<Mi said ihnt owing to political situation in this countrv nnv 
Bill wh iclj aims at conferring ceilain additional powers on the local 
authorities i« hwiked upon with suspicion. There is sufficient ground 
tor that. The peo|)le in the Kur<»pean countries do not object to the 
iuspec’lion of the inleeted plaees and tin* insp^s ting officer*^ are at libertv 
to visit the plague spots and such laws act lieiieficially. But in this 
country the cloud ot suspicion is ulieady in the horizon, and naturallv 
there are some people who may object to tliPM* powers being conferred 
■on the loc*al authorities on the ground that they may be abused. There 
may be isolated cases (»f abuse, but the cjuestion is so serious that we 
should not think of afnises at the present meunent. Moreover, the 
|M)werH would In* given to {mpular ele<*ted repres*»ntatives whom I have 
no liesitation in trusting with iieeessary jxcwers. We have got to save 
the liven of our own and those of our neighbours, and we can claim 
protection from the State. I do not see any reason why the State 
aliould not come forward to save people from the clutches of infectious 
diseases. These diseases create a greater havoc than any riots or 
rohlieries. With these few w(»rds I submit luy motion for the consi- 
deration of this House. 

The following motion was I'alled but not moved: — 

«« tHIirt BAOHA COBINDA RAY to move by way of amendment 
that the Bill ba ciirulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon 
before the 20th of June, 1929.” 
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9tim KAOHA COBINDA RAY? 1 {ormally move tb«t after the 
name of Mr. Satyendra Chandra Ghosh Maulik, the following namea he 
inaerted, namely: — 

“ Baba Pramatha Nath Banerjee, 

Sri jut Bijay Kumar Chatterjee, and 
Sri jut Radha Gobinda Ray.’^ 

BalNl AMARENDRA NATH CHOSE: 1 formally move that after 
the name of Mr. Satyendra Chandra Ghosh Mnulik, the following naiuea 
be inserted, namely: — 

“ Babu Akhil Chandra Dutta, and 
Babu Amarendra Nath (ihose.** 

The Hofi*ble Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, 
of Nastiipur! Dr. Ray has clearly explained the object of this Bill, and 
being a medical man it is very good of him to bring forward a Bill 
of this nature. He bus exhaustively explained the different provisions 
<d the Bill which for a layman like myself would not have l»een possible. 
1 '.hould like at this stage to state the attitude of (iovernment in regaril 
to this Bill, On behalf of the L(KuI Government I fully a4*cept the 
principle which underlies it and congratulate the mover, Dr. Ray, on 
the constructive attempt to improve public health conditions in Bengal. 
The jirovisi«>ns (»f the Bill ccurespoml to certain clauses of the pro|M>se(l 
Bengal Municipal Bill and of the Bengal Public Health Bill, lw)lh of 
which Mere circulated f<»i opinion srmie years ago. The opinions which 
^^erc then received (»n these <'lauses will he put before the Select Com- 
mittee if this House agiees to the ni<»tion. The memla*rs of tliis Council 
will naturally want to know wliy Government, after approving of the 
prim iple of this Bill, have not placed liefore them any official Bill having 
the same object in view. The fact is that the Bengal Municipal Bill 
<ontains 541 clauses, besides schedules, and many of its provisions are 
ijf somewhat controversial chai inter. If it were now introduml, it 
is very doubtful if it could he ‘onsidered by a Select Committee and by 
the House itself liefore, in the natural course, the life of the present 
Council is due to end. If it so happens that the lifetime of this Council 
is prolonged lieyond the normal term, I propose to plac’e the Bengal 
Munif'ipal Bill before the House at an early date. I have consulted 
the Standing (’ommittee and they have alw) advised me to introduce 
the Bill if the life of the Council is extended. Meanwhile (ioi'ernmeiU 
welcome this little Bill as a step tow’ards improvement of public health 
ronditious in Bengal. 

With these few remarks I beg to support the Bill. 

The motion of Sri jut Radha Gobinda Ray was then put and agreed to. 
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The motion o! Babu Amarendra Nath Gbose was then put and 
agreed to. 

The following motion was then put and agreed to : — 

That the Bengal Prevention of Dangerous Diseases Bill, 1928, be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of the Hon’ble Raja Bhupendra 
Narayan Sinha Bahadur, of Nashipur, Dr. Bidhan Chandra Roy, Babu 
Naliniranjan Sarker, Major-General Godfrey Tate, Mr. H. S. Suhra- 
wardy, Mr. J. G. Drummond, Babu Saral Kumar Dutt, Rai Harendra- 
nath Chaudhuri, Maulvi Abdul Karim, Mr. P. C. Basu, Mr. Kiran San- 
kar Roy, Dr. J. M. Das Gupta, Mr. J. Campbell Forrester, Babu Suren- 
dra Nath Biswas, Babu Bejoy Krishna Bose, Mr. Satyendra Chandra 
Ghosh Maulik, Babu Jatindra Nath Chakraburtty, Babu Pramatha 
Nath Bunerjee, Sri jut Bijay Kumar Chatterjoe, Sri jut Radha Gobinda 
Ray, Babu Akhil Chandra Datta, Babu Amarendra Nath Ghosh and 
Dr. Kumud Sankur Ray, with instructions to submit their report 
l)efore the next session of the Council and that the number of mem^rs 
whose presence shall l>e necessary to (constitute a quorum shall be 
five.” 


The Bengal Pasture Billy 1928. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABURTTY: 1 beg to move for 
leave to introduce u Bill to provide for the acquisition, recovery, pro- 
tection and management of pasturages in the Presidency of Bengal. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Secretary then read out the title ot the Bill. 


Tha Bengal Cattle Bil!» 1928. 

Babu JATINDRA NATH CHAKRABURTTY: I beg to move for 
leave to introduce a Bill to provide for the protection of cattle in Bengal. 
The motion was put and agi'eed to. 

The Secretary then rend out the title of the Bill. 


The CaloutU Rant Billy 1928. 

Babu JITBNDRALAL BANNERJEBz 1 move for leave to iniroiiuce 
a Bill to improve the tenancy condition in Calcutta. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Secretary then read out the title of the Bill. 
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Batal 4ITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: 1 1>^ to move tkat the Cal- 
cutta Bent Bill, 1928, be taken into coniu<lenition. 

As regains this amendment I only move it formally. 1 notice that 
there is an amendment by Mr. Guha for the circulation of the Bill 
for eliciting public opinion. I tannot reasonably oppose the amend- 
ment; therefore, if Mr. Guha moves his amendment, I shall accept it. 

Mrt P« N« GUHA* 1 lieg to move, hv way of amendment, that the 
Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon within 
two months from the date on which this motion is carried in Council. 

I do not think there is any necessity to give any reason for circu- 
lating the Bill for eliciting public opinion, and us Mr. Bannerjee has 
agreed to accept the amendment, 1 only formally move this amendment. 

The motion of Mr. P. N. Guha was then put and agreed to. Babu 
ditendralal Bannerjee's motion failed. 


Adjoummaiit. 


The Council was then adjourned till ’1 p.m., on .Monday, the llth 
February, 1929, at the Town Hall, (Calcutta. 
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PrMMdings of tlio Bongal Legislative Couneil anemMed under the 
previsiofii of the Covernment of India Aot 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 11th February’, 1929, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

The Hoirble the President (the Hon’ble Raja Manmatma Nath 
Hay (.'hat iiiirHi, of Santosh), in the (’hair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Executive (.'ouih il, the two Hon'ble Ministei-s, and 99 nominated 
ami elected inemberK. 

Alteration in the sitting hours of the CounoiL 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (Ikx'I LEMKx ( hi Thursday lust I received a peti- 
tion from certain Muhaininadan ineinhers ot this Council asking me to 
alter the sitting and closing hours of the meetings during period from to- 
morrow, the 12th to 12th March next to accord facilities for breaking 
the “ Hamzan ” fast after sunset. I'he petition was duly forwar<led 
to His Excellemy the (Governor who has l>een jdeased to direct that 
the sitting hours (»f the ('oumil from to-momov till the period of 
“ Ramzan ” is over will be 2-39 p.ni. to 5-30 p.ni. instead of 3 ji.iu. 
to 7 p.m., as {»n other days. Accordingly the sitting hours will be so 
altered for the meetings (»f the 12th, 13th, 20th and 2Sth February and 
Ist March, 1929. 


Stsrrsd Questions 

(to whioh oral answsrs were given). 

Oapy of the first information report to the polioo. 

*36. Kati EMDADUL HOQUE: (a) Will the HcmMde Memlier 
in charge of the Police Depaitment be pleased to state whether theie 
is any rule for furnishing the person giving the first information 
report to the police with a copy of the report then and there? 

(h) If not. are the (»overnment considering the desijnhility of 
making a rule to that effect? 

MEMBER ki oharga of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tlit Hon*bla 
Mr. A* N. Moliorly)» (a) No. 

(6) No. 
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Ufa KUMUD SANKAR RAYs Will fioii'bld bo ploftood. 

to state whether it is a fact that genenilly polu^ officers rw'ord the- 
first information report on scrap paper? 


TN Hoil'llie Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: As far as I am aware they do 
not, but I will inquire into the matter if fresh notice is given. 

Dr« KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: If so, are the reports liable to W 
rhanged 8 ubse(|uently ? 

(As there was no reply from the Hoii’ble Mr. Molierly, Dr. Ray 
.said: “ Shall I repeat my question “?) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think the Hon’ble MemlH*r is inclined 
to answer your que.stion, Dr. Ray. 

Babtt BEflOY KRISHNA BOSE: With reference h> answer (b), 
will the Hon’ble Meinlier l>e pleased to state why (ioveniinent think 
that the course recoin in ended is not ilesirable? 

Tha Hoil’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: They simpl\ think that it is 
not desirable. 

Babu BEJOY KRISHNA BOSE: Are the (iove nmient aware that 
copies of search li.sts are always furnislied to the ]uirties (Mnu'erned? 
If 80, why is it imt desirable that copies of first information reports 
'•lionld also be furnished? 

TIM Hon’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Becanse there is no rule to* 
that effect. 


Rivers Cbandant antf Upper Ceomar in Paridpur. 

*37. Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Hon'blc Member 
in < harge of the Dejiartment of Irngathm be pleased to stale what deci- 
sion, if any, has l>een arrived at wHh regard to the proposal for 
impr(>ving the condition of the rivers Thandana and Dpper (’mnnar in 
thf district of Faridpur? 

MEMBER in obarga of DEPARTMENT af IRRIGATION (tlie 
Hon’bie Nawab Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali Chaudburi, Khan Bibadiir« 
of Dhanbari): The case is under consideration, but it w ill take some time 
for a decision to be arrivcsl at im» an alternative wheme to that pro- 
loosed hy the local officers may prove* miore effective, but will neces- 
sitate further inquiry . 
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Mwiivi TAMIZUDDIN KHANt Will the Hon’Ue Member be 
pleaeed to state if there is any alternative scheme now under the con- 
sideration of Government P 

The Hm'bl* Nawab Bahaihir SAIYIO NAWAB ALI CHAU* 
OHURI, Khm Bahadur, of Dhanbari: Tes, I have said so. 

Msuivi TAMIZUDDIN KHANs Who has framed that alternative 
scheme ? 

Tlia Hofi’Me Nawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI DHAU- 
DHURIf Khan Bahaduff of Dhanbari S The Chief Eng^ineer, Irrigation 
Department. 

Brijilt NAGENDRA NATH BEN: Will the Hon'ble Member be 

pleased to state if (Government are prepared to take the public into its 
confidence by publishing reports (H-casionally and periodically.^ 

The Hon*blo Nawab Bahadur BAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURIf Khan BahadUTf of Dhanbari: Sir, I should like to know what 
information the member wants? 


Mr* PREBIDENT: The question was whether Ciovernment are jire- 
pared to take the public into their confidence by publishing reports 
jieHodicully. 

Tho Hon’blo Nawab Bahadur BAIYID NAWAB ALI OHAU- 

DHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: Which reports? 

Srijut NAGENDRA NATH BEN: I mean any information regard- 
ing this matter. 

Tha Non^bla Nawab Bahadur BAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 

DHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: If the member ivante any 
information, he will have to put questions to which I shall reply. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleaeed to 
state the result of the examination of the practicability of Sir William 
Wilcocks* arbemeP 

Tha HonHilo Nawab Bahadtar BAIYID NAWAB ALI OHAU- 

HHIIRI, Khan lahadUTt of Dhanbari: This question has nothing to 
do with the question under reply. 
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1930 :] 

ImiMtm and Audltofi of Co^oporotivo Sooiotioi. 

m. Maulwi 8HAIISUR*RAHMAN: Will the Hoifble Minister 
in cliorge of the Department of Ajrriculture and Industries l>e pletwed 
to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(f) the number of Inspectors and Auditors of Co-oi>erative So- 
cieties at present employed in Bengal ; 

(ti) how many of them are Mussalmans (to l)e shown separately 
under each class) ; 

(ill) how many Inspectors and Auditors were appointed during the 
last 10 years; and 

(ir) how many of them are Mussalmans (to be shown separately 
under each class, year by year)? 

MINISTER in ohargt of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE aiHl 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble Raja Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, 
of Nashipur): (/), (H) (10) and (iv) A statement is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the re/dif to ^itarred tfuestion .7V. 


(0 Number of Insjx'ctors . . 70 

Number of Auditors 110 

(it) Number of Mussulman — 

1 ns|>t*<*b>rs ... 29 

Audihirs ... 41 

(m) Appointment made during the last ten yesirs — 

Insjiectors ... Go 

Auditors ... 9G 


(iv) Mussalman Ins[>ectors appointed during the last ten ymirs — 


1919- 20 ... G 

1920- 21 

1921- 22 ... 6 

1922- 23 ... 1 

1923- 24 

1924- 25 ... 3 

1925- 26 ... 5 

1926- 27 ... 2 

1927- 28 

1928- 29 ... 4 


Total ... 24 


12 
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Ilussfklnuin Auditors aj^iutod during the last ten years — 


1919- 20 

1920- 21 

1921- 22 

1922- 23 

1923- 24 

1924- 25 

1925- 26 

1926- 27 

1927- 28 

1928- 29 


4 

5 
4 
1 
9 

4 
3 

5 
2 
5 


Total 


42 


Unemployment problem. 

*88. Bibu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industries be pleased 
to stote what action was taken by the Government during the year 1928 
to tnokle and solve the problem of unemployment in the Presidency? 

The Hon’ble Reja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahedur, 
of Neehlpur; The memlier is referre<l to the last annual rejwrts of the 
Agricultural, Co-ojx'rative and Industries Dejairtments, which are 
engaged in developing the resources of the province, as the beat method 
of solving the |»roblem of unemployment. 


Civil Surgoon at Soramporo. 

*40. BrflOt TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Department of IxK'al Self-Government 
(Medical) be pleased to state since when there was a Civil Surgeon at 
Serampore in the Hooghly district? 

(h) What are the reasons for the abolition of the post of a Civil 
Surgeon in Serampore? 

(c) Is it a fact that at present the Serampore Hospital has been 
placed in charge of a Sub-Assistant Surgeon? 

(d) What are 4he reasons for not placing even an Assistant Surgeon 
in charge of the Serampore Hospital? 
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IHNISTER ill olMrg* af DEPARTMENT M LOCAL SELF. 
government (MEDICAL) (the HenlNe Reja Ehupendra Narayan 

8iah® BahaEiari of Natilipiif)S (o) Tk^re in no information ronfariiinitr 
the date on which the appointment was created. 

ih) At the time when it was decided tti abolish the post, Seram jwre 
was the only subdivision which hud a Civil Surgeon of its own. 

It was decided that there were no public ground for giving 
Serampore preferential treatment in this respect, and the post wa» 
alxilished as a measure of retrenchment. 

(c) and ((/) The Seranipoie Hospital had always been in the direct 
( harge of a Suh-Assistaiit Surgeon under the Civil Surgeon, Serampore, 
and this arrangement was continued on the alwlition of the civil 
surgeoncy with this diflference only that the Suls-Assistant Surgeon 
came under the Civil Surgeon of llooghly instead of the (’ivil Surgeon, 
Serampore. The (juestion of having an Assistant Surgeon there has 
l>een left o[)en for consideration having regard to the future needs 
of the place. 

Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA: AVith reference to an8w»»i*H (c) 
and (fl). "ill the Hou’ble Minister l)e pleased to state when the 
(|Uestiou of having an As^i^tant Surgeon at Serampon*, W’hich i» 
nf>\\ left open tor consideration, is likely to l»e decided? 

The Hon'ble Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur^ 

of Nashipur. As it is now under the counideration of (iovernnient, 1 
f anuot give a definite rejd\. 

Srijut TARAKNATH MUKERJEA; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the matter is expected to l»e diKjKiHed of? 

The Hon’Me Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadufy^ 

of Nashipur; I fannot ^ay definit<dy. 

Or. KUMUO SANKAR RAYS Are the Government prepared to 
entertain private practitioners as Honorary Doctors for this purposeP^ 

Tha Hon’hla Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur^ 
of Naahipur: I want notice of this question. 

BNNi AMULYA CHANDRA DATTAS With reference to answer 

(o), is the Hon "hie Minister in a position to deny that Serampore had 
a Civil Surgeon for more than 20 years? 

Tha Han’Ma Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN BINNA Bshadiir, 
•f N n h i pir; It may be true. (I.rfiughter). 
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Syftem of iirigation and Sir Wililam Wilooeks’ vienrs. 

•41. Babu MANMATHA HATH ROY; Will the Hon’ble Member 
in chiirge of the Depart iiient of Irrigation be pleased to state — 

(/) what action, if any, the (joverniiient have taken during the 
year J928 on the suggestionn made by Sir William Wilcocks 
in respect of the system of irrigation in this Presidency; 
and 

(li) what action do the Government j)ropose to take in the matter 
in the near future? 

Tha Hon*bla Hawab Bahadur 8AIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 

Khan Bahadurp of Dhanbari; ({) No action was taken beyond exam- 
ination of the j)rarti('al>ility of Sir Willi;nii WilcrK'ks' main 
suggestions. 

(n) In any schemes which may Im» juepared for the imj^rovement of 
the sysiem of irrigation in Heiigal Sir William Wilcocks' views will 
receive due con.siderat ion. 

Mr. D. N. ROY. Will the llon’hle Member be j)leui'ed to state the 
result of the examination referred to in reply {i)Y 

The Hon’bie Navrab Bahadur BAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURI, Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: The proj)osal> were found in 
some cases to W imjinwticable. and in some cuse.s the cost was found 
to be prohibitive. 

Mauivi ABUL KASEM: With reference to the rejily ju.st given, 
may I ask if the llon’hle Meml>er is prepared to lay l)efore this House, 
ait any subsequent date, the ]>roposals that were found to be impractic- 
able, as well UwS those that were found t(» Ik* jiroliihitive? 

Tbo Hon’blo Hawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
OHURI, Kban Bahadur, of Dhanbari: That information is confidential 
at pre.sent, 

Mauivi ABUL KASEM: With reference to answer (li), i» it not 
a fact that alwut 18 irrigation schemes are now under the considera- 
tion of the Government of Bengal from the Burdwan and Hooghly 
districts oloneP Have Sir William Wilcocks’ suggestions been applied 
to these schemes, and if so, with what result? 

Tbo HotinMo Nawdb Bahadur BAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURIf Kban HkhadtiTf at D h a n b ar i; I should like to have fresh 

boiice. 
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Mauivi ABUL KABBMs Will the Hon’Ue Member be pleimed to 
ilote if GoTernment have at all thought it necemry or adviaable to 
consult Sir Malcolm Watson about these projMsals? 

Tilt Hon’lilt Navvitb BaliMliir SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAU- 
DHURIi KNui Bahadur, of Ohanhtri: 1 do not know. 


Ttehnicil oduoatioii. 

•42. Babu HANMATHA MATH ROYS Will the llon'ble Minister 
in charge <»f the Department of Agiieulture and Indu^itries W pleased 
to state what action was taken by the (fovernment during the year 
1928 in furtherance of the problems of technical education in the 
Presidency 

Tht Hon’bit Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur^ 
of Naohipurs For a detailed description of the present position in 
regard to technical e<lucation in the province and the various measurea 
taken to further develop the same, the member is referred to para- 
graph 49, page 84 of the Hejiort of the Department of Industries for 
1927*28, a copy of which is laid «»n the library table. For further 
expansion of technical education the grant-iu-uid allotment of the 
Industries Department for the current year has Wen increased by 
Ils. 60,000. A scheme for the establishment of a technical school at 
Pahartali, Chittagong, in connectiem with the Assam-Bengal Hnilway 
workshops has been prepared. Schemes have also been worked out 
for esfahlishing technical schools at IIcMighly and Karayanganj. A 
scheme for the improvement of the Barisal Technical Scluxd is await- 
ing allotment of funds, while similar schemes in resjMX’t of the Bogra 
and Itnng|)Ur Technical Schools are under the consideration of 
Government. 


UfiiUrrud Qtmtiont 

(anmun to which wtro laid on the toblo). 

Rooruitmonl of oflloort in Wordt Eitatoi. 

II. BHm AKHIL CHANDRA OATTAl (a) Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Department of Kevenue (I^and Revenue) bo 
pleased to state the method of recruitment of Manager, Ailsistant 
Manager and 8ub»Manager or Buperintendent in Wards Estates P 
(b) Are the vacancies advertised and open to competitiemf 
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(e) Is tliere any minimfim educatimial qaalifinatuHi Sxedf 

(d) Is any departmental examination taken to test the competent 
of the candidates? 

(e) Will the Hon*ble Member be pleased to state whether employees 
in the Wards Estates are given preference in filling np vacancies in 
the post of Manager, Assistant Manager and Sub-Manager or Superin- 
tendent of Wards Estates according to seniority? 

, (/) Are the vacancies open to them for competition ? 

iff) Is it a fact that these posts are filled up by mere recommenda- 
tions, and not by o|)en competition, nor by promotion of officers from 
the next senior grade, nor by advertisement? 

(h) Will the Hon*ble Memljer be pleased to state how the following 
posts were filled up whether by advertisement, or by seniority, or by 
recommendations : — 

('/) Manager, Dhankora Wards Estate, at Dacca, 

(2) Manager, Janlmsmr Estate, No. II, in Dinajpur, in 1333 B.S., 

(3) Manager, Boinchee B. L. Mukherjee’s Trust Estate in the 

Ilooghly district, which fell vacant twice in 1334 B.S., 

(4) Assistant Manager, deLnuncv’s Estate, Tipjjera, in 1333 and 

1334 B.S.. 

(6) (leneral Manager, TipjXM-a Wards Estate, in 13^12 B.S.. and 

<6‘) Manager, SulvManagers and Head Clerk, Mahishudal Wards 

Estate, in Midna|K)re? 

MEMBER in chtrge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE (LAND 
REVENUE) (tho Hon*blo Sir Provash Chundor Mitter): (a) For 

the ne<‘eHsarv information, refeieiue i-^ iinited to rules 24 and 25 
page 137 of the Bengal Ward^ Manual. l‘»28, a (*oj»y of which is 
laid on the Library table. 

(b) Not necessarily. 

(c) No. 

(d) No. 

(f) and if) Not necessarily. 

iff) These iwsts are filled up by selection t>f qualified men. 

(h) By selw'tion, but m*t by advertisement, seniority or 
recommendation. 

Moulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHANs With reference to answer (6), 
will the HotCble Member be pleased to state whether the vacancies 
ore at all advertised? 

Tht Ntfi*Mo Blr PilOVMH OMUNOER MITTBRs Sometimes they 
are, and sometimeir they are not. 
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WMM TMitlUIIOIIi KHAN! Will Hon'bU M«mber \m 
to state why all Tacancies are not advertised P 

Hit Hon’tkt fir PNOVASH CHUNOER HITTER : When an estate 
is taken under the Court of Wards, some of the existing officials of 
the estate are retained: that is one reason. Another reason is that 
some of the appointments are petty apiK)intments and so they are not 
advertised. As I have already stated, the member will find the rules 
on the subject on page 137 of the Bengal Wards Manual, 1928, a 
copy of which is laid on the Library table. 


MaiNigiri, danbtnr and OliHikara Wards Eatatss. 

32. BHni AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Department, of Revenue (Land Revenue) be pleased 
to state — 

(t) the post previously held and salary" then drown by (7) the 
present Manager, Janbarnr Wards Estate, No. II, in Dinaj* 
pur, and (2) the present Manager, Dhankora Wards Estate, 
at Dacca ; and 

<it) the salaries they are resi>ectively drawing in their present 
posts? 

The Hon’bleSir PR0VA8H CHUNDER HITTER: (0 d) Manager, 
JanlKizar Estate, No. I, in the 24 -Pargunas — Pay Rs. 100. 

(2) Assistant Manag(*r, Wards Estates, Tipi>era — Pay Rs. 110. 
(lie resigned this |X)st sometime before he W’as appoint<xl Manager of 
the Dhankora Estate. > 

(ii) (/) Rs. 230; {2) Rs. 230 in the scale of Rs. 200-1 0~-2r>0. 


Estibliilviiifit otiargm of Wards Etiate. 

SS. Babtt AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber in charge of the Department of Revenue (l4iiHi Revenue) awsro 
that 10 per cent, of the annual assets of a wards estate is fixed for 
establishment charges of the estate? 

(h) When was this percentage fixed? 

(c) Are the Government oontidering the desirability of raising tho 
percentage to meet the increase in the cost ef living? 
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Tilt Htn’Mt Sir PROVASH OHUNDER MITTIRS (a) Ten per 

cent, of the current rent and cess demand is the ordinary limit, but 
this is exceeded if necessaiy'. 

(b) In the year 1882. 

(c) No. 


•oalt of |My of employoos undor tlio Covit of Words. 

34. BldHi AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: (a) Is the Hon ble 

MemixM’ in charjje of the Department of Ttevenue (Land llevenue) 
aware tliat there is no system of time-scale of j»ay or promotion in vogue 
for the employees in the wards estates? 

(6) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of intro- 
ducing them, and of maintaining gradation lists for purposes of 
promotion ? 

Tha Hon’ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MiTTER: (a) Though 
there is generally no system of time-scale of pay for the employeea 
under the Court of Wards, such a scale is allowe<l to the employees 
of some estates according to circumstances. 

Promotion is allow'ed t4» the staff in the same estate or a group of 
estates under the same manager. 

(7/) Does not arise. 


Raoruitmant of asaistanU from typists’ rank. 

38. Kali EMDADUL HOQUE: (a) Will the Iloirble Member in 
charge of the Department of Finance be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that in the offices of the (/) Military Secretaiy, and (2) IVivate 
Secretars* to the Govenior there is no bar for the recruitment of 
assistants from typists’ rank? 

(h) Is it a fact that there is such a kar in the Bengal Secretariat? 
(c) If so, w'hat are the reasons for the differential treatment? 

MEMBER in clitrgo of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (tlio Honlilo 
Mr. A. Mirr): (a) There ore no sanctioned posts of typist in the 
Private Secretary’s and Military Secretary’s offices, 

{b) and (c) Becniitment to the Ixiwer Division of the clerical ser- 
vice of the S<^cretariat is made by means of a competitive examination. 
There is no bar to typista who satisfy the conditions of appointment 
as to age, etc., lotting for the examination. 
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Kttti EMDADUL NOQUE: Will the Han^ble Member be pleased 
to state whether it is not a fact that the condition as to age is not a 
bar to typists in Government service for recrnitment to ilerical 
posts? 


Tht Hon’IMi Mr. A. MARR: Not so far ns I know. 


System of reoniitmefit of emfiloyem of Wenli Estatee. 

36. Eabu AKHIL CHANDRA DATTA: (a) Will the Htm’hle 
Member in charge of the Dejmrtineiit of llevenue ^^Land Itevenuc) 
l>e pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the names of the Government servants holding at present 
appointment tis Manager. Assistant Manager and Sub- 
Manager (or Superintendent') and Head Clerk of Wards 
Estates ; 

I;?) the posts held by them under the Government; 

ini) the salary and allowance drawn by them while in (lovernment 
service ; and 

{ii') additional salary and allowance paid to them by the Wards’ 
Estates? 

(h) What remuneration is allowed to a Government servant trans- 
ferred to the Settlement Department? 

(c) Is the HoiCble MemW aware that the Wanls Estates have to 
pay in the shape of leave and pension contribution (on their increased 
salary) for the persons transferred from Government service? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleaseil to state whether each and 
everyone of the cases referred to in (o) the posts w'ere filled up by a 
Government servant for public reasons within the meaning of Rule 
111 (a) of the Fundamental Rules? 

(e) Is the Government aware that there is a feeling of disappoint- 
ment and discontent caused amongst the Court of Wards employees by 
appointment of outvsiders and retired Government servants? 

(f) Are the Government considering the desirability of holding an 
inquirj’ into the present system of recruitment of Manager, Assistant 
Manager and Sub-Manager (or Superintendent) in the Wards Estates? 

Tim Sir PROVAtH CHUNDER MITTERl (a) A sUte- 

ment is laid on the table. Complete information is not yet availabie 
in respect of Superintendents and Head Clerks. It will be obtained 
and fumtsbed later if so required. 
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(b) The information will be found in mlee 130, 131 and 132 of the 
Bengal Survey and Settlement Manual, 1917, a copy of which is laid 
<m the Library table. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) No. 

(/) No. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) of unstarred question 

No. 36. 

(a) (i) (1) Babu Nirapada Chatterjee, 

Manager, Mallick and other estates in Midnapore. 

(2) Babu Phanindrabhusan Mitra, 

Manager, Mahishadal Estate, Midnapore. 

(3) L. G. Pinnell, Esq., i.c.s.. 

Chief Manager of the Dacca Nawab Estate. 

(4) Maulvi Muhammad Yahya, 

Assistant Manager of the Dacca Nawab Estate. 

(5) Maulvi Yusuf! Ahmed, 

Officiating Assistant Superintendent, Dollye Sub-Circle 
(Tip[)ei-a), of the Dacca Nawab Estate. 

<6) Babu Syamananda Banerjee, 

(General Manager, Wards estates, Chittagong. 

(T) Babu Prufulla Kumar Ghosh, 

General Manager, Wards estates, Tippera. 

(ii) (1) District Kaiiungo. 

(2) Sub- Deputy (’ollector. 

(3) doint Magistrate and Deputy Collector. 

(4) Deputy Magistrate and Deputy ('ollector. 

(5) Head Clerk, Subdivi.sional othce, ('handpur (Tippera). 

(6) Sub-Deputy (\>Uector. 

(7) Aneintant (Stenographer), Bihar and Orissa Sei'retariat. 
(ill) (1) Us, 120 in the scale of Us. 7o 75 — 80 -4 —IGO. 

(2) Us. 300. 

(3) Us. 1.200 and G. P. Us. 250. 

(4) Us. 3(K). 

(5) Us. 120 in the scale of R.s. 80—4—140. 
m JRs. 276. 

(7) Us. 260 (Us. 150, Us. 75 and Us. 35). 
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(iv) (1) Rg. 20. 

(2) Rs. 50. 

(3) Nil. 

(4) Rs. 50 (as house allowance). 

(5) Nil. 

(6) Rs. 50. 

(7) Rs. 90 (Rs. 40 when he was first taken in under the 
Court). 


Swampora Weaving Inatitutien. 

37. Babu AMULYA CHANDRA DATTA: {a) Will the Hou’ble 
Minister in rharpe of the Department of Affriculture and Industries 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showingr for the last five 
years - 

(i) the number of teachers; and 

(ti) the number of students (d the Serampore Weaving Institu- 
tion? 

(h) Will the Ilun’ble Minister l>e pleased to state whethei it is 
in the ( ontemplation of the (iovernment to reduce the stafi of the 
SeramiHue Weavinjr Institution and to lower its efficiency in any 
way ? 

(r) Are the Governmoiit considerinjf the desirability of retain int( 
the services of Mr. Hoo^rewerf, the Principal of the Institution, tor 
at least another year or till the Institution is properly established 
and accoiiiiuiMlated in its new building? 

the Hofi’blf Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahatfurg 
of NashifHir: (a) (j) and (0) A statement is laid on the table. 

(b) The staff of the Institute has already been reduced by the 
abolition of the post of its Vice-Principal consequent on the trane- 
fer of control of the outlying weaving schools from the Principal 
of the Institute to the Director of Industries, Bengal. The obj^ 
of this is not to lower the efficiency of the Institute, but to give relief 
to the Principal, and thereby to enable him to devote his whole tima 
to the work of the Institute. 


(c) No. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause {a) (t) and (it) of 
unstarred question .V<?. 37. 


({) Number of teachers — ■ 

1923- 24 .. .. .. 8 

1924- 25 .. .. .. 8 

1925- 26 .. .. .. 8 

1926- 27 .. ..10* 

1927- 28 . . . . . . 10* 


* Including 2 for female claMes which were started in 1926-27. 

(it) Number of students — 


Artisan class. 


Hija;hcr cUiiim. 


r~ 

Male. 

A ^ 

Female. 

Total. 

1923-24 

82 

27 


109 

1924-25 

54 

33 


87 

1925-26 

40 

32 


72 

1926-27 

32 

30 

18 

80 

1927-28 

31 

35 

21 

87 


Babu AMULYA CHANDRA DATTA; Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state for how many years Mr. Hoo^^ewerf has been the 
Principal of the Serampore Weaving Institute!^ 

TM Hofi’bla Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadur, 
•r Nathipurs About 20 years**. 

Babu AMULYA CHANDRA DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister 

be pleased to state what harm, if any, there is in accepting the sug- 
gestion cemtained in sub-question (r)P 

TN Hon’bla Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN BINHA BMiadur, 
•f Haihipuri There is no harm, but we cannot accept it. 

BNbU AMULYA CHANDRA DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to stnte why it cannot be done? 

Thi Hafi%la Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Baha du r , 
if NaahllNir: Because it is against the rules. 
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Diilitt of a Sliiiipifig Mastar. 

98. Mr. SATYENDRA CHANDRA CHOSH MAULIKs (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Member iu charge of the Marine ])epartment be plennet] 
to state — 

(t) what are the duties allotted to a Shipping Master; 

(it) the hours he is to attend the oiiice ; and 

(ui) whether the present Shipping Master follows the rules? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state — 

(t) how many overtime duties u Shipping Master can claim in a 
day; and 

(ii) whether the pi*esent Shipping Master a<tually attends them 
in the way he is required to do? 

MEMBER in charge of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle 
Mr. A. Marr): {a) {i) The duties of a Shipping Muster ure to superin- 
tend and facilitate the engagement and discharge of seumen accord- 
ing to the provisions of the Indian Merchant Shipping Act, 192d. 

(it) y a.m. to 0 p.m. 

(ui) Yea. 

(b) (i) The overtime duties of the Shipping Master are determined 
by the number ot crews to be signed on or discharged outside office 
hours and the amount of lime available for the work to be done. The 
number of crews depends on the numlM*r of requests made by agents 
or masters tor sui h work to lie undertaken outside office hours. 

(ti) Yes. 


Licence to supply teamen. 

38. Mr. 8ATYENDRA CHANDRA CHOSH MAULIK: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Meml)er in charge of the Marine Deparlmeni be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that licence is necessary to engage or 
supply seamen to the owners of merchant ships? 

(b) If so, is it a fact that persons without holding any licence from 
the Govemineut, engage or supply seamen to the owners of merchant 
ghipsF 

The HenHile Mr. A. MARR: (a) and (6) A licence is necessary to 
supply seamen except in the case of an owner, or master, or mate 
of a ship or a person who is bond fide the servant and in the constant 
employ of the owner or is a Shipping Master. 
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Upper Divieioii nittmti in earUin a i Woe e. 

40. Kili fMOADUL HOQUCi Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Department of Finance l)e pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showinf? the following details in respect of the Upper 
DiviHion asHistants existing at present in the offices of the (7) Private 
Secretary to the Governor, (2) Military Secretary to the Governor, 
and (•3) Secretary to the liegislative Department — 

(i) names of the incumbents; 

(it) academical (jualifications of each incumbent; 

(Hi) pay at present drawn by each incumbent; 

(iv) time-scale grade of each incumbent? 

Th4 HOfl'ble Mr. A. MARR: The information is contained in the 
office lists, copies of which have l)een placed on the Library table. 

KAli EMOADUL HOQUE: Will the Hon’ble Member l>e pleased 
to state uhy the jjay of assistants in the offices of the Private 
Secretary and the Military Secretary to His Excellency the Governor 
is higher than that of assistants in the office of the Secretan' to the 
Ijegislative Department? 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: Be( atise the circumstances are 
different. 


Saleotion gnd« poeU in th« Bengal SeoreUriat 

41. Mr. A. F. RAHMAN: {a) Will the Horrble Member in charge 
of the Department of Finaiu'e be jjleased to state — 

it) how many lower division selwtion grade posts there are in 
each department of the Bengal Secretaiiat; 

(if) how’ many of them were filled up in each department in 
March* 1928; 

(tit) how tnmy were then vacant; 

(iV) how many of them have since been filled up; and 
(v) how many are vacant now? 

(h) Win the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state how many lower 
division assistants could not get the selection grade in each depart* 
nient of the Bengal Secretariat owing to the — 

(») operation of 10 per cent, rule ; 

(n) limitation of three-year rule; and 

(iti) combined effect of the 10 per cent, rule and the three-year 
rule? 
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(c) Will the Hon’bl© Member be pleaaed to state whether there are 
any restrictions as to selection grade posts in any services other than 
that in the ministerial establishment of the Bengal Sec^retariat P 

{d) Is it a fact that in the Bengal Secretariat assistants qualified 
for selection grade posts but not actually enjoying them owing to the 
restrictions referred to in (b) are not allow’ed to draw acting allowances 
when selection grade assistants go on leave? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be plea^sed to state the reasons therefor P 

The Hon’Me Mr. A. MARR: (a) (i) Twenty-three in all depart- 
ments, including two recently added. 

(ii) Seven in all. 

(ill) Fourteen. 

(ir) Nine. 

(v) Seven. 

(b) The vacancies have mainly l>een due to the operation of the 
three-year rule. Orders have issued removing with effect from the 1st 
January’, 1929, the condition of three years on the maximum of the 
scale. One extra post each has been added to the Public Works and 
Agriculture and Industries Departments with effect from the same 
date. In consequence of this revision, six vacancies have been filled, 
and another will be filled in June. Against the remaining six 
vacancies, there is only one assistant in the departments concerned 
who is at present drawing the maximum of the scale. Henceforward, 
assistants will be eligible for promotion to the selection grade posts as 
soon as they have passed through the ordinary incremental period of 
one year on the maximum of the scale. 

(c) In all services the number of selection grade posts is limited* 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Acting promotion to these posts is prohibited under the Funda- 
mental Buies. 

tHillt RADHA COBINOA RAYt Will the HotPble Meml>er be 
pleased to state why the in format ion has not lieen given depart nient 
by department? 

Tilt Htn'blt Mr. A. MARR: It did not ap|>ear from the quesitots 
that the member wanted the information department by de^mrimentr 
If be wants it so, I am quite prepared to supply it to him. 
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RatkM of upper divieiofi to kniirer diviekm poetf in the Bengii 
Seeretariit 

42. Ktli EMOAOUL HOQUE: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Depai’tiiieiit of Finance be pleased to state the present 
ratios of upper division to lower division posts in the offices of the — 

(1) Private Secretary to the Governor, 

(2) Military Secretary to the Governor, 

(3) Secretary to the liegislative Department, 

(4) Secretary to the Finance Department, 

(J) Chief Secretary’, 

(6) Secretary to the Revenue Department, and 

(7) Secretary to the PMmation Department? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: (7) 1 to 1 .3. 

(2) 1 to 2-5. 

(3) to (7) The ineml>er is referred to the reply to unstarred question 
No. 30, asked by Mr. A. F. Rahman in this session. 


RESOLUTIONS 

on matters of general public interest. 

Working of the Steamer Companies. 

Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA* Sir, I have been requested bv 
Maulvi Khorshed Alam (^houdhury to move the resolution standing 
in his name. There is also a similar resolution standing in luy name, 
and so I want your j>ennission to move it. 

Mr. PREtIHNT: Yes, you have my i>ermission. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, the resolution which I 
hove the honour to move runs thus : — 

“ This Council recommends to the Government that a committee 
consisting of the following members be immediately formed to examine 
the working of the steamer service in the districts of Dacca, Chittagong, 
Rajshahi and Presidency Divisions managed by the India General 
Navigation and Railway Company, Ltd., and Rivers Steam Naviga- 
tion Company, Ltd., either separately or jointly, and submit a report 
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wttk recwnmendatiottft within six months from the dafe of the ap|>oint* 
meat of the committee with special reference to — 

(a) conTenience in accommodation on Ixmrd, for |msseugers in 
general and female i^ssengers in particnlar. in the different 
classes ; 

<6) fares charged for the |)asseiigers of the diftVuMit classes iu 
consideration of the distance travelled : 

•(c) advisability or otherwise of tn\nsmitting gocnis hy iKissenger 
steamers; and 

{(i) waiting nccommcHlation, gangwa\< and landings in different 
ghats : — 

{]) The Hcrn’lde Mr. A. Man. c .i.k.. i.c.s.. 

{2) Srijut Nagendra Nath Sen, 

<J) Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul Hini. 

{4) Dr. Kuniud Sankar Ka\ , 

(o) Maulvi Khorshed Alain Choudlinry, 

{6) Mr. P. N. Diiha, 

{7) Maulvi Shanisur-Hahinan, 
i<V) Bahu Saral Kumar Dutt, 

(,9) Maulvi Syed ^fuhammad Afrail. 

(Jff) Babu Nalinininjan Sarker, and 
(//) Myself. 

Sir, 1 will not go into details regarding the various inconveniences 
as regards accommodation and other travelling facilities, which have 
been disemssed many times on the flcKir of this House and which have 
also been ventilated by the i>ubli<’ in the J’ress and on the platform. 
I shall only generally touch upon those conveniences and fm!ilitieM, 
which are absedutely necessary. What I shall first attempt to do is 
to try and convinc'e the Hon’ble Memlier in charge of the Marine 
Department that the ]K>sition of Government these Com- 

panies is not such an isolated one as the Treasury lienches would ask 
us to believe. T know that in 1921 Sir John Kerr (then Mr. John 
Kerr) said, ** We have no more imwei to compel the Steamer Com- 
panies to provide ivaiting-rcMons or to reduce their fares than we have 
the power to compel Messrs. M'hiteaway Inidiaw & Co. to provide 
waiting-rooms for their customers, or to sell their gfwds at certain 
rates.” I submit that this is a imsitior which the Government ought 
not to take up and should never have taken uji. From what we know, 
the steamer services in the areas complained of at one time were run 
by the Railway Company. It was in 1880 that by an agreement 

13 
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between the Railway Company and the Steamer Companies the flotilla 
then run by the Railway Company was made over to the Steamer Com- 
panies under certain terms. We also know that so recently as 1904 
Government having found that the Steamer Companies did not keep to 
lie terms of their agreement, and were making more profit than they 
Were entitled to, revised that agreement and came to certain other 
terms, so that it would not be correct to say that Government have 
got no concern with these Companies. On the other hand, when we 
discern the facts we shall find that Government ore very intimately 
connected with these Companies, Government have provided many 
fm^ilities for them from public revenues, and have benefited them, at 
huge expense and now in return for those lienefits they refuse to do 
an 3 'thing that is fair uii<l just to the travelling public. The next thing 
to which I aoiild draw the attention of the Hon’ble Mr. Man* is sec- 
tion 54 of the Inland Steam-Ves-sels Act. Section 54 says that the local 
Government may also make rules for the protection of passiengei's. 

J draw tlie Jlon’ble Member’s j)oiiite<l attention to these wor Is, 
protection of passengers/’ The local Government may by such 
rules also reciuira the price of passengers’ tickets to be printed or 
otherwise denoted on such tictketvS, and ensure the supply, free of 
charge, of a sufficient <iuantity of fresh water for the use of such 
passengers. There is also another provision in this section which nins 
as follows: *‘ Any rule made untler this section may contain a pio- 
vision that any i>erson committing a breach of it shall be ])unishable 
with fine which may extend to fifty rupees.” 

Sir, it will he <deui that the Inland Steam-Vessels A<*t reserves 
ample power to the bu-al Government to legislate, or at any rate to 
frame rules, for the protection of ])as8enger8. I do not know if it 
would lie argued by the Hon’ble Meml>er in charge of the Marine 
Department that the protection of passengers is limited by the two 
clauses which illustrate it. T hope that such a position will not be 
taken up, and that it will be admitted that Government have got 
powers to make rules for the ]m>tection of passengers in the fullest 
sense of the term. The only question that may arise is whether 
Government have any powei*s to interfere as regards freights. 


TiM Hoil’Mt Mr. A. MARR: Yes. 


Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: As regards that ]»omt, I find 
that section fi7 of the Act says that the local Government may make 
rules to carry out the purimses of this Act not otherwise specially 
provided for. T submit that at any inte there are clear sections in 
the Act which enable Government to make rules for the protection of 
passengers and for providing conveniences for the travelling public,, 
if they choose to do so. 
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Then the next thing which I shall attempt to do is to try niid 
conmce the Government members that these Steamer Companies .an 
really act arbitrarily, and in such a way, if 1 may say «o, us to 
amoant to dishonest iuisappro]»nution under the Penivl tVide. li^far,* 
I proceed further, I shall put forward <me jmint, namely, that the 
Steamer Companies themselves have kid down ceHain rules which they 
have violated. I do not know whethtu' I would be justified in wiyitiK 
that there sufficient reasons for interfertmce if I succeed in proving 
such violation, or still my arguments would be taken as irresiwnsibk 
criticism. I hope the Hon’ble Memb«»r will agree that if 1 can prove 
to the satisfaction of the memkrs of this House that the Steamer 
Companies have violated their own rules, then (lovernment should not 
for a moment hesitate to interfere. Here in my hand is the latest 
publiiation of the Joint Steamer Companies on steamer services. It is 
a very ( arcfully prepared publication and very aHisticallx got up too 
and I have no doubt at all that thi.s has Wn compiled after can^ful 
consideration, and there are no mistakes on the pari of the printcr*s 
devil. Rule 15 of the Rules and Regulation.^ for the Information of 
Passengers — mind you they are not for the private use of the Com- 
jianies - says that children d years of age and under are carried free, 
and that children over d years of age and under 12 years are charged 
half rates. 

d-dO p.m. 

I am <|uoting the rule fnun the latest publication of (he time and 
fare table of the Steamer (5unpanies ffrom January to July 1929). 

The next j)n)jK)sitioii which I will put is with tvgard to the calcula- 
tion of what is a< tually that half. 1 snjipose the half of one rupee will 
be accepted to be eight annas and theie can Im* no difficulty to work it 
out. If thei-e is, I hope the lionTile meiiiWr representing the Steamer 
Companies will immediately <<irrert me. I suppose it will also he 
m‘cej>ted that half of four annas is two annas. Tf that is so, T hope, I 
can say without fear of contradiction, that half of nine pice could not 
he two annas and half of four annas three pies could not l»e three annas. 
I would like to pause for a reply from the Hon’ble Member. If I am 
cx)rrect in my mathematics I do not say that I am a clever mathe- 
matician' Init it is simple arithmetic and I hope the members of this 
House including the Hon^ble Member in charge of the Marine Depart- 
ment will admit that two annas is not half of nine pice. Before T 
thought of taking the time of the Council by making these allegations 
I considered it would be better to get evidence by procuring some 
tickets from the Steamer Companies. Here I hold the tickets. This 
tiedeet is from Barisal to Banirhat — (H. fi, N, A Co.)"“»drd class- 
fare — 2 annas 3 pies — not transferahle. Let us look at the chiUPs 
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ticket; half of 2 anna« 3 pies would be at most 5 pice — I give tbe Com- 
panies an extra pies to make up the halt, as it may be difficult to 
calrulate these fractional figures. But, Sir, what do you think is the 
Steamer Companies' calculation of that half? I will ask the hon’ble 
members to guess. Is it b pice (pause) or is it 6 pice (pause) or 7 
pice? If it is not seven pice, then what is it? (A Toice: 8 pice.) J 
arn afniid my friend has seen the ticket. Will my friend be able 
t<» tell me on what theory of ratio and jn'oportion propounded by 
Sir Isaac Newton oi- hi^ gh<>st is two annas half of nine pice? 

There is another ticket here: from Burisal to Hularhat. The fare 
of the child's ticket written here ii^ two annas for third class, whereas 
the adult’s ticket i» two annas nine pies. The point I am making is 
that the Steamer Companies have juit in cei-tain rules whereas they are 
selling tickets to peojde in violation of those rules, and are realising 
excess fares. If I have satisfied you that I am correct in my submis- 
sions I hope the llon’hle Memlau will see his way to interfere. 

I thought that it may W said in one instance there might l)e mis- 
take in calculation and I ought to make sure of my ground. I pur- 
chased some other tickets too. This one is from Barisal to Nalchitty ; 
the third class fare is tour uiimis thtec pies -for an adult. Now the 
third class ticket foi a child for the same pla/*e is — and I will aak my 
friend Bahu Jogindra Chandra Chakiavarti to tell me what in his cal- 
culnticm is luilf of four annas and thic*e pies — is it nine ]>ice? lie does 
not reply; so 1 snppc»M* he will not guess any figures. Let me tell you 
it is three anna.s! I will presently hand over these tickets to the 
Hon'lde Mcuuher to show how In a vc? \ «lc*\ei piec e oi mathematical 
calculation hy pc*c»ple who aie in charge' of c*alculating fare.s on behalf 
of Steamer Companies the c hild'^ fare* is fixed at 3 annus in this case. 

There is another thing: I wantcnl tc^ make my.self sure lor the third 
time us to Mhc‘ther there was iirain a mistakt' in calculation; here I 
have another tiiket from Barisal lo Kumarkhali third class fare — 
two annus ten pies; not tiansferahle. The child’s ticket from the same 
diMance i.s two annas! 

Dn il0HAN CHANDRA ROY: .May I ask how Mr. (lupta got 
these children's tickets? 

Mr. dOCitH CHANDRA GUPTA: In reply to my deputy leader 
I must admit that I did not actually travel from Barisal to Kumarkhali 
but I got these tickets from somebody who actually paid for them. 
If the local Government have got rules for the protection of passengers 
I ask them: are they going to exercise those jmwers or are they going 
to withhold those powers because the companies are managed hy people 
to whom they would not like to |V)int out such kinds of — if 1 may say 
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g 0 ....M^is])oiie 8 ty , unfairness, or at any rate gross uegiigauce and care- 
laaaness? I tkiiiic I have been able to convince the House that there 
is necessity of interference for putting a stop to this sort of thing. 
The above is with regard to fares. 

I will now place befojv the House some c oriespondem e. 1 am mul- 
mg from a letter which a company wrote to the Steamer Companies 
to furnish them with a tariff list. The leply of Messrs. Macneill & ('o., 
the Managing Agent.s, was this: *• AVith reference to your letter of 
the 15th instant we regret we have no copy ot tariff to sptut>. We 
would, however, be pleased to (|Uote rates on your furnishing us the 
description of traffic as also the namc'' ot stations to and from which 
you intend to book.’' The company wrote to them giving the names 
of various stations from Calcutta to Diluugmh, Hardnlighat to 
( alc'iitta and Jhaiakati, etc ., ab(»ut IS such names and nicMitioniiig 
also the articdes with reference to whic h they wantcnl information 
about the freight. They sent a rcunindei also on the T(h SeptemlH*r, 
192fi, which reads as follows: “ deferring to our hdter of the 29th 
August we are sorry not to have reeeivcMl any reply to same. AVe shall 
b<^ tnuc'h oliliged if you lie gccocl enough to favour us with an early 
reply.” They did not gcM an\ rejdy. Then this c'onipany wrote to 
the Bengal Chamber of Commeree and lhe\ rereived this rejdy: 

Tn rejily to your letter, dated I8th Sejitember, forwarding cojiies 
of corresponclence e.xchangecl between yourself and Messrs. Macneill 
A (V». I am directed to sa\ that the matter of the freight 
(juotatiems rc“ferrc*(l to in the jtapers in ndt niic in uhich the Chamber 
can lie of any assistance t(» \ou.” This eom|»in\ uKo went to the 
fiovernment and thc*y wrote a letter to which the following rejily w'ue 
sent: “AVith icdcMencc* t(* \oui letter, datc-d IHth SejMemlier, U)28, 
forwarding a eojiy of c-one.spondenee with Messrs. Macneill A Co. 
regiirding the sujijdy of freights and tariff books, I am to say that the 
(lovernmeiit cannot interfere in the matlei.” Since Sir John Shore’s 
non-iiitervcoition pcdicy we have hardlN seen a licMtei instance of non- 
inten'eiition by (joveriiment as tliis. This inc|uisitiveneKs to find out 
freights and tariffs is not a mere jok»* or unuec’essuiy ac t on the part 
of the ejuerist as I shall show to you jnTsentl\. Befoul I jiiit thin 
mutter to the House I want to 1 m* sure, and I will lecjuest the Hon’ble 
Member in c harge of the Marine Depaitinent to make sure, whether the 
same kind c»f goods, the weight lieing the same or even less, could at 
one time lie charged nt Us. .30-11 nnd at another time, for any reason 
whatever, at Bs. 258-3. the price c»f the articles sent lieing about 
Bs. .300? I am sure the Hon’ble Meml»er thinks that I am imagin- 
ing Mime sort of In jMithetical case, but that is no! ao. 1 am going to 
give reference to the H>ri*esjK>ndence between the Steamer Cotup&niea 
and the gentlemen who Imokecl those goods, Jfot only that, I will set 
at rest any doubt on this jMiinl by allowing the Hon’ble Member to 
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have a look at the copy of the correspontleuce which has been sent by 
the Assam Government — not an body, not a political body 

who have given the entire coires|><jndence in this matter to the con- 
signor to take what steps the consignor may like. I shall only shortly 
indicate to you the letter to the Superintendent of the Jagannath Ghat ; 

“ We beg to point out that a consignment of c. i. pi|)es packed in 
19 bundles (2 pieces in each) and one loose piece yvas despatched to 
Dibrugarh ghat station on our inst na tion and for the Divi.sional 
Forest Officer, Dibrugarh, wherein the freight wa.s charged 
Rs. 258-.‘l, yvhich is not only loo high Init an absurd figure. For youi 
reference we can point out that similai goods juicked in the same way 
and sent to the same parlies under B. L. No. (>3 of 10th Novembc^r, 
1927, <‘ontaining 28 Imndh's, weighiiiir 29 uiuunds 29 seers, w^ere 
charged only Ks. 30-11, whereas this cfuisigiinient , containing less and 
weighing only 10 ninundH 8 seers, were charged Its. 2oS-{t.” 

No\<', if thing.s like this occur and if any party wants to find out 
w'hut really is the rale and what is the principle on which this tariff 
rate is laid down, and if the paity fails to get any helj) from (ioverii- 
ment or any help from the Bengal Chumber of Commerce, could 
people l>e acctised of making uimec’essririly malign allegations if they 
yvere t(» say that these companies an* managed by capitalists coming 
from a celestial place and therefore Gc»vernment or the Bengal f'hamber 
of (\umiierce would not help them when such palpable cases of injustice 
and unfair charges ai'e brought to their notice? 

3-4r) p.m. 

Sir, tlicic aie otlier things wliicli I might perhaps bring to the 
notice <jf I his Council, but 1 do n(»t waul to be pulled ii[» by the ring- 
ing of the bell. Sir, I shall cmly bring to your notice* a few' things 
which are really amusing. Mr. .lohn Kerr, a.s he then yvas, while 
in charge of the Marine Department here, said that the (mmpany 
was not lyound to abide by any yvishes that they might express. But 
Sir John Ken, when he iHM-ame the Governor of Assam, had a differ- 
ent stc»rv to tell and 1 d«» not know whether we shall have to ]>romote 
the Hou'ble Mr. Man* to the GovcMnorship of thi.s province l>efore 
we can explH^ to get a remedy in this matter. The Assam Govent- 
inent, when they gave their opinion on Mr. K. C. NeogyV Inland 
Steam-Vessels ( Amendineiit^ Bill, obsery^ed : — 

“ In eases where this discomfort hu.s l>een brt»ught to their notice 
by the Government of A’^muh, action wherever possible has been 
taken by them.’’ 

This is what the Assam Government Mvid the Assam Govemment 
])resided over by Sir John Kerr but unfortunately the Tmumry 
benches of Bengnl do not seem to be quite alive to their responsibi- 
lities ill the uiniter and conHecjuently the I'esidents of Bengal are 
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suffering on acronnt of the arbitrary and illegjil methodt^ followed 
Vy the Steamer roinpaiii«'s both with i-eganl to the tt>4«es'<ment of 
freights on gomls and also with regiird to passenger fai-es. I think 
I have taken enough of the (\nmeirs tiino and have given eertain 
convineiiig fart>. Tn conclusion 1 should like to hand over these 
tickets and ask Mr. I hilip whether these are inanufa<‘tured tickets 
or actual tickets issued by the River Steam Navigation t'ompany. 
There are other meiuln^rs who have given notice of similar resolutions 
and they would also like io speak: so, I would not take up the time 
of the (^ouncil any longer. 

Babu 8ARAL KUMAR DUTT: Sir. 1 rise to stipport the motion 

my friend Mr. .logesh ('hundra (iupta and in .sup[)orting this 
motitjn, 1 beg to state that I lepiYsent a district where theie is not 
un inch of laihva} and the transport trade is entiiely in the hands of 
Steamship t’ompanie.s, and therefore this rwolulion is ot supreme 
interest to us and we shall watch with anxiety titc result of voting 
on this motion. 

Many a tinu* projxisuls have heen made to connect llakurganj by 
railway but have been ultimately given up and why we d(» not know. 
His Excellency tiie (iovernor, in course of a speech deliverwl at 
Khulna, discourageil the idea of constructing railway in this district 
And we are almost sure there is no possibility of having a railway 
even in distant futuie. Hut in reply to a <|ue8tion j>ut by Maulvi 
Tamizud<liii Khan, lust se.ssion of the t’(»uiicil, the llon’hle Mr. Marr 
titated that such u scheme is under prepai-ation ; hut we know the 
value of smh promise.s and our heuHs have gmwn sick. Sir, the 
resolutnm under di.scussion proposes appointment of a »‘ouimittee for 
making some recommendations after a thorough examination of the 
working of the steamer sen ic e in several di.stricts of Hengal. But 
the object of the mover, to my mind, is to show Iwfore the public 
the utter neglec’t of duties on the part of the Steamship (kunpanies 
AS common carriers and to jioiiit out their depredations in the matter 
of levying fares and freights, (bir attempt will be to prevent the 
exploitation of the public’ by these monopolistic concerns, like Steam- 
fihip Companies, and to extend (ioveni merit control o^'er* this big 
profit-grabbing (kmipunies and to establish an Advisory Board in 
future on the lines of the Railway Board. 

Sir, the entire lack of duty on the part of the Steamship fompaiiies 
AS lommoii carrieis is due to the imtnunity they enjoy for their 
position as a tnonoiwlist in trttns|>ort trade on the higli waterways 
of Bengal and Assam. For it is the eominon ex|>erience of many 
tkAt for long journeys by river, they have no choice of cumers and, 
in fact, the Steamship (\impanies aeipiire a monoiwly of tmde. 
Whether this monopoly is conferred by legislation or tolerat^ by 
iion*legislation makes no difference. It is* a monopidy which is the 
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rf!Hult of lf)n^er in the field and other mischievouK aetiTitieB 

in onstinff the indigenous companies by unholy rate warn. In this 
connei tion I cannot resist the tem])tation of quotinfjr a few lines from 
the speech of Mr. K. (’. Xeojry in the Le|?islative Assembly in 
February, 1928: 

“ 'rherc have been (juite u ]iUTnl>er of instances in the eastern 
jiroviiices in which iridijrenous eftorts at staHing inland steamship 
(Xincerns were defeated by these powerful combines ivith the help of 
a rate war. There are in*«tanr*en in whi( h, when indipenons companies 
were fornied tor cariyinjf passen^reiH and jro(Kls, these (ombines so 
reduced their rates ami fares as to make it im|>ossible for their 
indigenous competitors to (xintiruie. There is at least one case on 
record in which these hi^ combines did not scruide to cany passengers 
abHolntely free of cost; ami not only that, they also used to supply 
sweetmeats to their passengers in order to attract them. ’ 

Sir, there is another authoritative re|M»rt to show that these 
(’oinpanies do ac tually enjo\ . and under the sanction of the Govern- 
ment, a monopoly though not treated on any law. The fniok is a 
iKiok naimHl “A Monograph on Indian Tluilway Rates of 1918” by 
8. Ghosh, Special OtKcer wdth the Tlailway Board, ami this was 
referred to hy Mr. Gupta. Herein is written “ the Eastern Bengal 
Railway had, for some time past, l)een running theii’ steamers, in 
competition with the India General Steam Xavigjition (’oinpany 
betwc'en Goalnmlo and Naraingunj and Goalumlo and ('achar. The 
steamer (dinpanies made a ie])iesentati«ui to the G<»verninent against 
Railway competing not onl\ for through traffic* hut for Iwal tiiiffic 
between stations as well. Finally an {igreement was come to divid- 
ing the Iratiic between the* railway and the steamer company; it was 
aiTungtul that the railway was to retain all the traffic (gocnls and 
comdnng) In'tween Goalumlo ami Xaniinganj. As regards traffic to 
and from the interimMliate river-side station> it was agreed that, in 
c'onsicleration of the steainei c’ompaiiy not competing for traffic* Wtwean 
Galc'utta and Goalumlo ami Fab*utta and Xaraingaiij, and also 

l)etween Goalumlo and Xarainganj, which was to lie retained by the 
railway, the earnings h\ jnissenger and freight from Goalundo, 

Cachar ghat fkiiown as Megna Junctioni and intermediate stations 
and net' rvrxti should \w pesded and divided e<jually Wtween the 
railway and the steamer company, and that the same arrangement 
was also tc^ apply to traffic of intermediate stations between Goalundo 
and Naraiiigaiij. These agreements were revised from time to 

Sir, having this supreme advantageous position in the tranB})ori 
trade, the Steamship (’ompauies are going on merrily in their 

depriHlattoiiH ; by charging fares and freights at their sweet will. 

But 1 am afraid y might be met with op[Kisition at this stage and 
the owners of th# Steamship Companies will argue that there is a 
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great competition for river-borne traffic and the bulk is carried by 
cmintrj' boats. A ridiculous arjrmnent no doubt; and let us examine 
the statistics of three representative years. The hguies are 
quoted from a letter from the Secretary, llen^fnl Chamlier of Coramei-ce* 
to the Secretary to the Government of Benpal, Marine Department, 
<latcd 8th May, 1028. 

Here it is driven that the total merchandise with rejn»nl to articles 
imported into ('alcuttu Trntle Khwk, by country boats are in excess 
of the quantity carried by inland steamers, lint, Sir. these are 
inflated ami misleadin^r fijrores. Many facts have been cleverly sup- 
pressed to suit their j)ur]K>se. This total quantity of merchandise 
imdudes all articles broujrht from the interior of the villujfi^s to the 
nearest steamer stations and railway stations and there are many 
routes where due t(» .shallowness of waterways stetimers cannot ply 

at all and the country boats are the only means of conveyance. 

But, Sir, look at the articles exported from the t'nlcutta Trade 

Block in 1914-15, the (niantity of total merchandise exportwl by 
inland steamer service a us much in excess of the quantity carried 
by country lM)ats. The leul leason is that whei'ever there are alter- 
native carriers such as the Steamship Companies or Railway and the 
people can have the choice, the country lamts are left in the lurch 
and their importance sinks into iuHifrnificance. As rejrurds pnsseuirer 
traffic the less said the ladter. For, you can well understand the 

a(‘coiniiuKlatin^ capa< ity of a steamer and that of u IkmiI, h)\'eii the 
very small steamer y/duipitri, 175 feet loii^% 22 feet broad and 8 
feet dee[» could carry t)77 jM^rsoiiH while a (biina Imat can never carry 
more than 40 passen^reis at a time and i-nnsider nlsf> the speed of 
travelliii^r ol stn h a boat in com])ariHon to that of a steamer, which 
runs at a nuMlerate calculation no less than 7 miles )icr hour. 

Sir, Mr. (iupta has shown some of the vui^ries of the Steamer 
Cumjmnies and I cun take hours tojrether to recount them all. Here 
is a fare-table jrot from the same steamship company where the mile- 
age rate and the fares are given Wtween Barisal station and either 
.stations. The fare l)etw'een Barisal and Xab'hiti is 4 annus 9 pies 
at the rate of 4*7 pies jier mile: .Ihalakati (i annas l» pier’s at (he 
rate of 4*0 pies j>er mile: Kowkhali 14 annas 4 pies at the rate of 
4*5 pies [ler mile: Hnlurhat 14 annus 0 pies at the rate of 4 A pies 
per mile: Phatgate Re. 1-5-4 at the rate of 4-8 piw jier mile: Khulna 
Re. 1-14-9 at the rate of 4*5 pies per mile: Taipasu Re. 1-15-0 
at the I ate of 4 *5 pies |)er mile. These mileages arc pul here as 
12, 17. il5, etc., but the rate i>er mile is not fixed; m» standard is 
given, sometime it is 4*7 pies sometime it is 4rl pies. We do not 
know what is the basis of (*aiculatiofi. The distance from Barisal 
to Halts is 14 miles and the fare charged is 4 annas fl pies. The 
Millie difttance from Barisal to Champta is charged 6 annas. Th# 
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from Hularhat to Shohagdal is 13 miles and tie fare cliarged 
is 4 nnna-s J) pies. We do not understand the method of calculation. 
The Manager of the Joint Companies will at once say that ft is done 
on “what the traffic can bear principle. But this apparently puts 
a moral justificatiou to their improper exactions. But has this policy 
any value at all in cases of monopoly? Let us now turn to railway 
rates. From Calcutta to Khulna it is 109 miles and the Bailway 
Company (charges Re. 1-15-9 excluding terminal tax. But from 
Khulna to Buiisal it is only 104 miles as they state and the Steamship 
Companies charge Rs, 2-4-3. There is another curious thing such 
as “ghat charge.” W<* do not Know what do thej' mean by this 
taxation. If they intend to recover the cost of shifting the site of 
a station from one jdace to another, due to change in the course of a 
river, I would advi^* them to levy a small tax for depreciation, another 
for enhanced prices cd' coal, a third for provident funds and such 
other things. Now, Sir, imagine the capital outlay and cost of lay- 
ing a mile of track bv the Railway (;oini>auy. I understand it will 
be more than a lakh if there are bridges and nearly Rs. 80,000 if 
none. But what is the cost of the Steamship Companies in this 
direction? Nil. The <*ost of a IcK'oinotive, a light type passenger 
engine, is nearly Rs. 1,02,000, one first class c^oach will cost them 
about Rs. 50, (KM) and a third class Imgey about Rs. 34,000. I mention 
these figures. Sir, from the Revised Budget Estimates of Eastern 
Bengal Railway of 192T-2^ and what is the c^ost of a pa.ssen^r 
steamer? Never more than Rs. 3 lakhs. 

Resides, consider as well the salary of engine drivers and guards 
— they are never less than Rs. 210 a month whereas a 1st class serang 
gets Rs. 60 to Rs. 00 month and a driver even less. 

3 he cost of maintaining railway stations is also much more than 
that of a steamer station. The argument against tjMi^[H>int will be 
•that the railways spend much and earn much, look at the 

dividends declared by the Steamship Companies, l^nderatand that 
they ^declared 8 per cent, dividends and that from one of the eompaniea 
incor^J*i^NM|f India. We ni*e not fortunate enough to look into the 
Imlance sheef^J ’of those companies iucoriniratetl in England. But if 
you examine the bilance sheet of the India General Navigation 
and Railway Company alone, you will find that much have been 
appropriated into reserve funds amounting to 130 per cent. Mode 
accounts. In this connec^tion I would quote a few lines from the 
epeech of Mr. K. C. Neogy in the Legislative Atmembly ; — 

4 p.m. 

** The explaa|tton <of the low rate ol dividend) i» not rmtf 
alittciilt to find. And ths^ is that an unduly Inign ninnnn;t. seewif 
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Iwiv^ bw*n trauif erred to the reserve and blook amimit and only 
^ email f>eit‘entage of the dividend is transferred to the current 
account 80 m to argue that the company is not making much and 
oannot afford a reduction in lute.s and fut'es as demanded or even 


imdtng the ordinary finances necessaiy for the piihlic naiitg their 
service^/' 


./ 


Then. Sir, 1 should like to draw your special uiteuiioti to the 
income-taxes paid by these companien. In the Kivers Steam 

Navigation Company paid Rs. 5,881-8 incume-hix, and 1 (h. 1,65S*1 
as super-tax, and the India OeiuMal Naviiration oinl Railw*ay Com* 
pany paid Us. I,i^G,2<l*l us iiuoiue-tux and Us. as §u))er-iax. 

Now, you can Avell understinul. Sir, how much income do these com- 
panies derive fi-om the helpless travelling public of Hengnl.^^ 


Sir, even from a business point «»f view' a leduc'tion of fares is 
profitable to the companies. There is an unimportant feeder service 
from Banaripara to Htilarhat in my district. I know that the Bariaal 
Agent has made an ex|»eriment by reducing fares, and I am reliably 
tnlomied that this exjjerimetit has fetched the companies a net gain 
of several thousands of ru]»ees I tiiink, some nine thousand ru]iees 
and otld. “ Facility is gwd tiaHic ’* is one of the chants of theee 
companies, and may we not request them to ajtply this maxim in the 
direction of redticing faw as well? 


Sir, we sent in this residtttioii many a time l>efore, but the freak 
of ballot did not offer us any opportunity for disi'iissing the matter. 
"We put question after question, and every time the lIoii*ble Member 
in i’harge of the Marine Department told us that Government had 
no control over these conifiauies, and that State interference in theae 
matters was not good and that they were pursuing a haiuU oil’* 
policy. But had it Ijieeu in Kngland, the moral scruple would have 
been less keen. We know that the Briiiah Railways Act of 1921 
gives authority to the Rates Tribunal to fix what should Iw considered 
reasonable pmfit for fompuiiy-^iwued railways even. But here in 
India the cas<^ i% otherwise. We know that Government will never 
he pre{Mired to extend their ('ontrol over British companies. They 
will certainly help the exploitation of these companies, and in the 
name of administration these alien btireaucrats are always anxious 
to devise means for helping exploitation, 

Hir, Mr, K. C. Neogy, a member of the Legislative AMemUyt 
has introduced one amending Bill to the Inland Steam Veseek Ani 
of 1911. The Bill proposes to fix the maximum and miniiiiuin valia 
of laree for theee companies and recmamends the appointment el 
an Advisory Board, llie BiU has been circulated lor elieitiiig 
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public opiaion, but you will be surprised to learn that the opiuiou 
of the Beugttl Goverumeiit in that such a Bill is useless aud uuueces* 
sary. 

Maulvi KHOMHED ALAM ONAUDHURY: Sir, while 1 rise to 
support the resolution, 1 have no mind to indict upon you a long 
speech. I feel sure that the admiiuhle speech of my friend Mr. Gupta 
has been enough to impress upon the House the immediate necessity 
of some sort of legislation on the subject which has been agitating the 
public mind for a pretty long time. Besides, the proposition has its. 
own merits to commend itself to the members of this House. The 
demand put forward therein is so just, so fair, and so reasonable that 
no one, with a sense <»f public duty and without any bias, can raise 
any objection to it. T need hardly point out that the question of the 
grievances of the travelling public against the Steamer Companies is 
not a new one. Discussions have been held and questions have been 
raised more than once before on the floor of this House, but the atti- 
tude of the Government towards this matter of such great public 
importance has ever been lamentably indifferent, the plea put foiwrard 
by them lieiiig that the Government have no power to interfere in the 
affairs of private companies. I am sure, you will agree with me when 
I say that this is nothing but an evasive reply. Far fronj removing 
the grievances of the travelling public, these capitalists are piling up 
huge profits at their expense. Are we to understand that we are left 
M'ith no other option than to tlirow ourselveM completely at the inei'cy 
of these omnipotent companies and tamely submit to their whims and 
vagaries, thus ollowing them to rob us and gn>w more and more in 
power and stivngth, absolutely regardless of our troubles aud suffer- 
ings? Well. Sir, the language used might \m a little strong, but 
oroinar>* human l>eings as we are, there is a limit to our patience and 
forbearance. I have studiously describeil the Companies as “ all 
powerful. ’ l*ors<Kith, they are, when even the mighty British (iovern** 
ment plead helplessness and powerlessness in regard to their affairs, 
bir, are we to take this “ no power ** attitude of Govemment as a 
huge are we to take it seriously? Is it conceivable that the 

Government 6f 'a <*ountry have got no power over a«private company P 
Whoever tares to glwice through the speech made by Mr. Kerr, then 
M«niher*tn-<^harge, in the t^ourse of a discussion on the same question 
in mi, will be struck with one thing— the seal with which the 
Hon^de Member was advocating the cause of the Companies, as if he 
was briefed by them. Sir, is it not a shame on the part of Govern- 
ment that, while recognising that the comfort and eRk^iency of the 
steamer servii^ is a matter of public interest, they plead almost in the 
same breath Yheir utter helplessness in the matter? If Govern- 
ment of a C!^»tr^%ays that it has got no right or power to put a stof^ 
to the worhing of a company that endangers human life, I db not 
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fjppoir liiw it cMMi «xpect to have tho eoiiidonee ol tli« ooantry tliat it 
^laiw. However, the lm» $sdd about this, the better. 


But, I beg to submit to the House that although the doverument 
may uot have the power of <!ire<*t interference they have every right to 
mterfere »o far as the fiumiug of rules, certifying of ve«ael« and looh- 
tng after the convenience and safety of the passengers, etc., are con- 
cerned, the more so when the personal safety of the passengers is in 
jeopardy. And yet why the Goveruiaent should take an indiffiwent 
attitude is something more than 1 ('an understand. 


Broadly H])e(iking, the resolution is an appeal to the Government 
to exact some of our legitimate dues from a few capitalists and also to 
save U8 from their exploitation. Paucity of time will not allow me 
to go into the details regarding the capricious and careless manner in 
which the companies are managing their affairs. To speak of only a 
few of the grievances, they have been increasing the rates of fare but 
paying little or no attention to the convenience of the public. As a 
specific example I may mention here in connection with their principle 
of rates according to the distance that they are still charging for KM 
miles from Barisal to Khulna — not even 103 or 105 hut exactly 
KM — although the i-oute has been shortened by about 8 miles by the 
widening of the Gabkhun Bbaruni Khal. How they could adjust this 
mileage is a nonderl Another instance will clearly show that the 
Companies have got absolutely no uniform basis for the rates of fares. 
It is in fact without any rhyme or reason. A passenger fi'om Daulat- 
khan to Barisal has got to pay much more if he breaks his journey 
at an intermediate station, vis., Kalupara. than he has got to pay if 
he travels with a through ticket. 'I’liis is the personal experience I 
had bist year. Could the Governiiieiit still deny that they have got 
no hand in the matter P Would they allowed to bluff the people 
(ontinualJy like this? There are no waiting-rooms and no landing 
ghats in most of the stations. Can anybody deny the nwessity of a 
waiting shed at every station where, in its absence, |»eople's sufferings 
know no Ixninds, they having had to lay themselves hare to the 
mercies of the weather P It need scarcely be said that without proper 
landing ghats the pasiiengei*s are not only put to tremendous in- 
oonvenienee, but that there is a great risk to their lives also. I say 
all this from personal experience. There are other inconveniences 
such as s(*antiness of spat^e for third class |)assengers, It is indeed an 
irony of fate that while the bulk of their income is derived from these 
unfortunate third class passengers they are treated no better than cattle. 
My suggeethm therefore is to have a committee which will make pro- 
per inquiries into these matters and subuitt a report to the Govemmeut 
who wiU then fake such steps as are demned ueceeeary for the nArm 
ol our grievances. If the Govenuneni have their sympathy with ue 
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onil are eincerely willing to help ne, but find thenwelTes really help. 
le«» owing to legal reatrictions, we the repreaentativea of the people are 
here to see that they are equipped with the necessary powers. In fact^ 
we shall hare the whole country at our back. 

In conclusion, I should like to impress upon the Government once 
and for all that our grievances are not imaginary; nor are they got 
up merely to agitate the public mind. They are real and genuine and 
felt to our bitter cost, and it is time that they were set right. Other- 
wise, the consequences might be disastrous. 

irijiit NACENORA NATH SEN: Sir, I rise to support this resolu- 
tion, which has been so ably moved by my friend Mr. J. C. Gupta. 
The intensity of public feeling on this subject, the urgency of passing 
such a resolution, and the necessity of appointing a committee, will 
all l>e apparent from the fact that no less than 6 or 7 resolutions on 
this subject have been tabled for discussion, and that since the year 
1927, i.e., during the period I have been a member of this Council, 
resolutions similar to the present one have been sent in, though un- 
fortunately they have not been able to secure the ballot and so could 
not l>e moved. It is very fortunate that this time the first place in the 
list has been assigned to it. 

Sir, this resolution is a very modest one. It does not want the 
Government to grant any privileges or any new rights to any section 
of the people: it only asks Government to appoint a committee to 
inquire into certain grievances in order to see whether there could be 
obtained any remedy for them from the Steamer Companies concerned 
and not from the Government directly and primarily. 

The first question proposed for reference to the committee is — 

** Convenience in accommodation on board, for passengers in 
general and female passengers in particular, in the differeait classes. 

It is well known that on board the steeamers — especially the smaller 
onee—there is no separate accommodation for third class female 
paseengers, and I make this statement without any fear of contradic- 
tion. Aiy who has seen the steamers of the ^oint Companies 
must have noticed that nmre than half of the upper deck is reserved 
for first class passengers. The remainder of the upper deck is reserved 
for third class or Indian passengers. Theoretically, though not 
practically, a portion of the lower deck is also reserved for them. I 
say theoretically, because the major part of this deck is scattered over 
with luggages and parcels of various sorts which are not removed by 
the serangs, sookanies, etc., even when repeatedly asked by the 
passengers Id ^ fbe result being that the accommodation provided 
cannot at all be utilised by the public. Babu Sand Kumar Butt has 
cited the instance of a small steamer by the name of Mampufi which 
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j|| elkwrtttred to tccomniodate some 600 and odd tbiid claat pamagaii, 
agd so osa eas raasosablj eomprahend how such a small itaamar 
ha^iT only as upper and a lower deck can be expected to accommodate 
sach a large number of passengera. We can easily imagine what 
amount of space a third clam paaeenger is entitled to ou this steamer. 


We all know that the Steamer Companies employ inspectors, 
passenger superintendents and something like that. 

[At 4-15 p.m. the Council was adjourned and it reassembled at 
4-30 p.m.] 


SHJut NACENDRA NATH SEN: As regards iiispoctors, the Joint 
Steamer Companies engage some Europeans or Anglo-Indians and their 
only idea seems to be how to quarrel with passengers and how to in- 
convenience them instead of accommodating them. They have abso- 
lutely no idea of how to show respect to or seek the convenience of 
the passengers. Of the passenger superintendents engaged by the 
Companies, some at lea.st seem to l>e good men; one of them I saw 
yesterday and he was Habu Kadhica Charan Pal who seemed to me to 
l>e a very gocnl man. As regards the uccommotlation of female 
passengers, there is absolutely no latrine arrangement for this class of 
passengers, and any one (onversant with them should know very well 
that there slxmld l»e separate latrine accommodation attached to tht 
cabins reserved for female passengers; but the Company seem to be 
not at all cognisant of that, for there are separate and commodious ac- 
commodation for hrst class passengers as if Indian males mr females 
can have no idea of c omfort in their journey. 

With regard to the fares charged from the passengers of the 
different classes, that was the subject of a question which was answered 
by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr, Member in charge of the Marine Depart- 
ment. The answer was given on the 8th February; I refer to starred 
question No. 33 put by me. With regard to answer (a) of that ques- 
tion the Hon^ble Member was pleased to state that a general 
increase of 10 per cent, was applied to these services in July, 1922. 
Since then, various small adjustments in fares had been made from 
time to time and these adjustments have caused reductions in soma 
fares and slight increases in others/' I am very sorry to state for tha 
information of this House that the statement contained in the answer 
is as incorrect as can possibly be, and I appeal to the hon'ble 
member who represents the iSteamer C<iiupanies in this House to state^ 
whether it is not a fact that in 1929 the steamer fares from Khulna W 
Ghaibhog was increased from 7 pice to 3| annas, and whether it is^ 
not a fact that a general increase from 3 pjee to 9 pice was made wit|r 
reference to pasemiger fares. The fare from Khulna to Senhati—^ 
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(ii«Un<-o of about 4 mile*— «a« 1 anna 6 pie* and it wa# enltaiioad to 
2 ttiina* :t pie*: I challenge the Hon’ble Member to refute theee 

Coming to tlie nature of the increase, the Hon'ble Member was 
pleased to state that a general increase of 10 per cent, was applied 
to the services, I will cite a few instances. The third class fare from 
Khulna to Gopalganj was 8 annas and it was raised to Rs. 1-0-9. The 
first class fare was Ils. 2 and it was raised to Rs. 6-4-6. As regards 
other small distance passenger fares, I will cite another instance. The 
actual distance from Barisal to Kowkhali Gabkhana Khal is 9} 
miles and the fare charged for third class is 6f annas which works out 
at 7 *5 pice |)er mile. 1 will cite another instance. The first class fare 
between Barisal and Nandibasar is six times the third class fare, 
between Barisal and Tarpassa four times and between Barisal and 
Shaistalmd 12 times the third class fare. I do not know why is this 
difference. I challenge the Hon^ble Member-iii-charge whether he can 
cite another instance where the first class fare is 12 times the third 
class. It is time that the Steamer Companies should lay down some 
standard of passenger and other fares. With regard to the transmis- 
sion of goods by passenger steamers, we know that the Companies have 
absolutely no regard for time or punctuality. In some stations the 
passenger steamers anchor and large quantities of cargo are either 
loaded or unloaded, although there are cargo steamers, as if the 
passengers have absolutely no value of their time, as if they have to 
abide by the sweet will of the serangs. 

As I’egurds the waiting ac (romniodution 1 (hallenge the hon’ble 
ineinber representing the Steamer Companies whether in Barisal* 
Khulna, Faridpur and Dacca flistricts he f an cite any instance where 
the (’ompjiiiies have provided waiting accdiimodation, except at Tar- 
pm«sa. In Khulna there is no waiting accommcNlation and we have 
exhausted our patience in applying to the Steamer Compaiues, both 
direct and through Government, requesting them to provide waiting 
accommodation but to no effect. I should say that our Government 
represented by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr in the Marine Department are 
aWlutely ^m4|ous so far as the grievances of the public in this direc- 
tion are conceited. Times without number the attention of Govern- 
ment have been drawn to the grievanc*es of the general public against 
the Steamer Compmiies. I would again refer to the answer given 
to my starred question No. The question was ** Will the Hmi’ble 
Member lie pleased to state whether there is any law by which the 
activities of the Steamer Cmnpaniet can be regulated as in the manner 
in which the Indian Railway's Act, 1890, applies to railways f* The 
answer given ^was ** Inland stearo-vessels are governed by the Inlaitd 
^eam^Vetsels' Aet, 1917.*’ Then the next part of my qnestion wiis 
** km the Qovemimt ecnatdering the deetrahility of appointing acne 
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8lM0&«TeiMl» Act, W17, mo compliod mik h mp»di pi 
t^mmm m &o mottM of tbo ttoomr oimoit^ olligiAlaiMi 
91ie OBiwor woa Xnloiid «l«ott*ooMb Mo 
liiMo to impectioii by GoTormnent sorv^rofi.*' I ode tbo Vm*Vk 
MeSb«r»ia-eborge wbot is tbe duty of the Oovommont iorvoyortf 
Bool tboir doty end in intpeoting ond oxominijig tbo mooliinory or 
di« fromo work of die steamer or in seeing wbedier it is a |O 0 i| 0 ^ 
Tesael or in a fit state of navigation, or doee their duty extend to 
other internal matters such as alined tof The Hon*Ue Member 
knew it thoroughly well that the Goremmeut surveyors were not 
engaged for the purpose my question had in view 

(Hero the member having reached the time*limtt had to roaume hk 
seat.) 


Rni tATYtNDIIA NATH ROY OHOUONURI lalMdiirt 1 beg to 

move, by way of amendment to the motion of Mr. Jogesh Chandra 
Gupta, that the following name be inserted after the name ** Babu 
Naliniranjan Sarker,'* namely: — 

“ Rai Satyendra Natb Roy Cboudburt Bahadur.** 

4-4o p.in. 

Mr. P. N. CUHAs Sir, the question before the House is an old one. 
The previous speakers have given details of the inconveniences that 
are being felt by the travelling public and being one of those who 
often tntvel by these steiiiiiers I know a lot about them, but I do not 
think 1 need enumerate them after all that Hat been said by my friends 
on the other side of the House. 

Sir, the resolution specifically mentions about the grievances of 
the passengers in four different directions, namely, insufficient and 
inconvenient accommodation, irregularity in fares charged for third 
olaas tickets, transmission of goods by passenger steameni and want of 
proper waiting accommodation in many of the stations. I maintain 
that the public has a just cause of grievance in ali of these direotionA, 
Some three years back 1 noticed many delects and brought them to 
the notice of my friend Mr. Philip and I bdiove be has since removed 
many of them. It is true that there are defects and grtovaimsi but 
as a co-operator X must admit that the Steamer Crnnpmiies have 
algays shown their willingness to remedy them if brought to thsir 
notice in proper manner. 

Mr. RRttmSNYt What do you mean. Mr. Ouhaf 

Mr»^ P« Ns OlfMAl 1 mean that my axpgnauoi k that tha Stjampr 
CMapaiilae always tiy their Isrel best to redress gfiavittoss, if hilscmad 
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in t lri«lidiy ipint. Now, Sit. tko tllat lidlr« tMi 

bifbre the Hooee by the preTiotto Bpeake» are «o iottwat^ and fOqitit^ 
ao ttmeh careful consideratioii, that I do tiot thittk it poaiibla fot the 
Staaniar Oomliaiiies to remedy them all at oAce. t thihfc they ought 
tb tidm the hhlp of a small committee. 

I Sir, the plea of the Government that they have no control over the 
tttana^meht of the Steamship Companies does not staod good in viee 
of the jirovisions contaihed in section 54-B of the Inland Steamship 
Companies Act of 1917. They can make rules for the guidance of the 
eompahies. Then, Sir, the reply to the plea of the Steamship Com- 
panies that the people go in wrong direction in approaching the 
Government instead of going to them, is that the general idea of the 
people of the country' is that the Government can do anything and 
everything and that is why they approach them. The Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the Marine Department is labouring under a mistaken 
idea to think that the Government have no power over the Steamship 
Companies. They have a lot. 

Sir, my friend Mr. K. (’. Neogy is just now piloting a Bill in this 
connection in the Legislative Assembly. So far as I know his object 
is to compel the Steamship Companies tri appoint advisory committees 
and inlimluce uniformity in the rates of fare and freight. I think the 
Companies would do well to take the hint and at once appoint advisory 
committees composed of men who can repi^esent public opinion 
eftciently. J am sure this (\mncil will have this matter before it off 
and on till that is done. I, therefore, rp<|uest the authorities of the 
Joint (V>m panics t(» take the public into their confidence. No useful 
purpose will he served by <Mmstantly quarrelling with the public over 
these matters. Sir, I h<dd a dcwuinent in my hand in which a res- 
pectable pleader of Barisal obtained a decree against the Companies 
for charging a fare which he thought was not legitima#e. The 
Companies did not (Hmtest the suit — T do not know why. If their case 
was right and legal, they ought to have t’ontesied the suit. They 
allowed it to go by default and very naturally the feeling of the people 
will go agailMd them. 1 ap|>eat to, the Steamship Ck>mpanies to take 
the public into Uieir confidence and see that the quarrel between them- 
selves and the travelling public is removed once for all. We had 
similar motions in every session of the Counttil during the last five or 
six years and on every o<'casion the reply of the Hon ’hie Member in 
charge of the Marine Department was that tW Government had no 
power. Sir, we cannot allow the time of this House to he wasted like 
this. The liest solution, I again assure all concerned, is to appoint a 
committ4*e which may try to remove the grievances which are genuine. 
We on this side of the House slpill W fully prepared to help the 
Companies in this direction. 
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ilfii 4i» Mr. President* Sir, m the repmeentntivn of Ike 

gmenUTt Oompaniee in this House, I ikink it is fitting that I eboitid 
jtiwietmr to reply to some of tke remarks that haTe been made roflifd* 
thia lesddlllicm. f have been closely connected with the Btenaer 
IJoilifMilies for over 29 years, and 1 think 1 may safely claim to have 
Mnnt kbovrledge of their #orktn|t and also, what is more importanl* on 
thie occasion, of their difficulties. 

Sir, I have listened carefully to the speeches in support of this 
lesolutioii, and I may say that it has ^iven me great pleasure to find 
that the operations of the Steamer Companies attract such widespread 
interest. The Steamer Companies welcome that interest, Sir, and 
while they do not resent fair criticism, they l<K)k for the co-operation 
of the i-epresentatives of the public in their endeavour to maintain 
that high standard of efficiency required of all public-currying 
companies. I may In? permitted to point out, Sir, that it is some 
years since these i-esolutions first saw the light of day; but it is dii- 
apjminting to find that the wording of them has not been altered to 
suit present day conditions. They have lieen carried forward from 
session to session quite ignoring the fact that in the interim vast 
improvements have l)een effected in the Steamer Companies’ sen-dees. 
These impnivements have Wen made after consultation with leading 
Indian gentlemen, some of them present, and some former, meinliers 
of this House. New steamers have Wen built during the last few 
years and care has Wen taken by the Steamer Companies when 
arranging the details of passengers’ comforts to consult several repre- 
sentatives of the public whom* advice mas considered of value. But, 
Sir, it is impossible to (onsult every’ one and it is eciually imposiible 
to please every’ one. The Steamer Companies do, however, make an 
honest endeavour to please the majority of their passengers berau^ 
it is only by so doing that they can hope to continue to build up Ibvir 
business. In a word. Sir, the comfort of their passengem is as 
important to the Steamer Companies as it is to the passengers them- 
selves. 

Another important point t«i hear in mind is that the Kteamer < 
Companies contrtd over 50(1 stations and it hardly ever happens that 
conditions at any two are exactly similar. There are numerous and 
varied difficulties to contend with— such as cutting banks, changes in 
the river courses, shoals and floods; and when all these factors are 
remembered it will perhaps W realised that it is impossible to have at 
all stations either permanent ghats or permanent landing stages. 
Where such are possible, and the traffic warrants them, they are 
provided. 

Now, Sir, allow me for a moment to refer to the terms of the 
resolution. The first imint deals with “ inconvenience in aocommo- 
tlation on Ward.’’ This, if I may say so, is a somewhat vague iftm 
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of mferanctt. But as accommodation for female passengers is mentioned 
in particular, I shall, for the present, confine my remarks to the accom- 
modation provided for them. A few years ago it was suggested to the 
Steamer Companies that it would be appreciated if a part of the third 
clasH upper deck could be set apart for females and be screened off 
from the general public. This was tried on a few steamers and was 
found to be a sutrcess with the result that the arrangement has been 
extended to all the larger passenger vessels. With regard to Mr. 
Sen’s remark I would like to state that it is not possible to have these 
enclosures (»n the Hinaller vessels owing to lack of space. 

The second item of the resolution deals with fares. There appears 
to be considerable misunderstanding with regard to the Steamer Com- 
panies’ fares. The Steamer Companies do not undertake, and have 
never undertaken, to carry a passenger from one point to another at 
so much per mile. They undertake to cariy' from place to place at 
the fares mentioned in their fare tables and shown on the tickets 
issued to passengeis. The reiisim for this i.s, I think, obvious. Owing 
to changing river conditions the positions of ghats have frequently to 
be altered. Xewly formed shoals often involve several miles of extra 
steaming, and a voyage that covers say, 12 milen at one time of the 
year may easily lie increased to 14 miles or more at another time. 
Under these circumstances I can hardly think that it is seriously 
proposed that faivs should lie altered from time to time to make them 
coincide with the a<‘tual mileage covered. 

The Steamer (Companies are often accused of raising all their fares, 
and I wish to correct the erroneous impression thus created. There 
has been no general increase in fares since the year 1922 and any 
small increases or reductions that have lieen made in the interim were 
uet'essary us correlations of previous anomalies. In a few cases 
increases have been made under spei ial circumstances, and it can be 
shown that there •was ample justihcatiou for those increases. The 
Steamer Companies maintain that their existing fares are reasonable 
for the servit*es rendered, but if the mover of this resolution will bring 
to my notice any particular case of what he considers exorbitant fares 
I shall be happy to plai-e the coinplninl lH»fore the Steamer Companies 
for investiiration. 

5 p.m. 

The third clause of the res4>lution deals with the separation of 
goods and passenger iraflSc. In regard to this I may say, Sir, that the 
policy recommended in the resolution is exactly the one that the 
Steamer Companies are following. But it must be evident to any who 
considers the subject carefully that such a change must be extremdy 
gradual. I can, therefoi-e, only ask the mover to wM^ept my aasurance 
that the future policy of the Steamer Companies wiU be, ao far aa 
possible, to separate the t^rriage of goods from the earriafa of 
pasamgeiu. 
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Iwt it«m of the resolution deals with waiting aooommoilt*^ 
xm, gangways and landings in different ghata/' Here* again* Sir, 
progress is the ortiei of the day. At Barisal* for example, a 
magnificent two-storied waiting hall has lasen erected and on a recent 
visit to this station I was pleased to find how greatly it is appreciated. 
In this connection I would like to say that to-day a pamphlet was 
handed to me in the House in which, at page 16, it is stated that there 
is no waiting room at Barisal. I wish to correct that statement. 

At other small stations the number of awaiting sheds and rest-houses 
is being increased every year and the intention of the Steamer Com- 
panies is to continue to increase those facilities to meet the growing 
traffic. In the matter of gangways also vast improvements have Vieen 
effected in recent years and this fact must be evident to any one m’ho 
has occasion to travel extensively by river. During the last year 
experiments have been conducted with a new type of fKirtable gang- 
way and it will interest the movers of these resolutions to hear that 
only a few days ago the Steamer Companies sanctioned the supply of 
these new gangways to all the passenger steamers that ply in the 
Barisal and Khulna districts. This supply iS now l>eing arrangt'd. 

I could go on enlarging on the improvements that have Wn effected 
in all directions during recent years. 1 have mentioned only a few 
but I do not wish to weary the House with further details. 

I would now reply briefly to the remarks that have been made by 
members on the other side of the House. Mr. (lupta referred to the 
Agreement of 1880. I have not yet had an opportunity of making an 
inquiry alxiut that Agreement but my recolleiHion is that it expired 
many years ago and at the present time the Eastern Bengal Kailway, 
the other party to that agreement, has no control over the fares of the 
Steamer Companies. Mr. (fuptn referred to a case of children's 
fares, apparently wrongly charged. He is fierfcK tly corrwt regarding 
the rule he quoted and 1 shall l>e very ha[>py tf> make a thorcmgh in- 
vestigation into the case. 

Mr. Nagendra Nath Sen mentioned the Inland Steam Vessels Act, 
and, Sir, all 1 can say in this connec tion is that the exf>erienc« of the 
Steamer Companies with ivgard to that Act is that Government very 
rigidly enforces its conditions, especially in matters concerning the 
safety and comfort of passengers. Mr. Sen also mentioned several 
eases of disproportionate fares. It is impossible for me without 
making numerous references to reply to the fioints be raised, but if he 
will give me details I shall l>e veiy* pleased to look into the matter* 

I am glad, Sir, that this resolution, which had become almost a 
hardy annual, has at last come up lor discussion and I truit my 
rema^ may help to clear away any misun^lerstanding that may have 
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(At thif singe the member reached the tame-Iimit.) 

May I have a few minuteft more to fininh, Bir. 

tHh PftitlOEMTs Oo an, Mr. Philip. 

Mff ilf Yi PH I tip 5 Thank yovi, Bir. Before I sit down I wish to 
make a suggestion which I hope will prove acceptable to the movers 
of these resolutions. I honestly believe that the appointment of a 
cmmnittee such as is proposed would not in any way help ipattors. 
ituti e» an alternative, and in order that the wishes of the public may 
bo brought pi^minently before the Steamer Companies, I invite Ifr. 
Gupta, Mr. P. N. (iuha and Mr. Surendia Nath Biswas of Ift^daripur 
to attend a meeting whi<^h I Khali arange with the Steamer Companies 
on a date suitable to all (‘oncemed and at that meeting those gentle- 
men will be given every opportunity to ventilate and discuss any 
reasonable grievances affecting passengers that they may care to biing 
forward. At that meeting 1 shall also ask the Steamer Companies to 
consider the possibility of app<iinting from among the memliers of this 
Houst^ a few gentlemen to act as liocal Advisers to the Steamer 
Companies at the more im]M>rtant centres. As I have said before, the 
Steamer ('ompanies desire co-o{)eration and are at all times anxious to 
retain the go^ul will of the public they serve. With these words, Sir, 
I oppose the resolution and in view of the explanations I have offered, 
the promises I have made and the invitation I have extended, I would 
ask the hon*bIe movers to sei* their way to withdraw them. 

Yll§ Mr* A« MARRs My friends, mostly on the other side 

of the House, have given their views as regards the working of the 
inland steamers. Mr. Philip has explained very carefully the posi- 
tion of the Joint (/Oin])anies in this matter and I should now' like very 
shortly to point out what the position of (toveriunent is as far as 
we read it. The running of these steamers, in faid everything con- 
nected with inland steamers, is <*ontrolled by the Inland Steam Vessels 
Act (Act I of 1917) and I may here point out that this is a Oovern- 
m^pt of ^vt which we have im jwwer to amend. Chapter I of 

that Act is simply preliminary. Chapter II deals with the survey 
of steam vessels and of the im}M)rtant sections of that Chapter section 
5 deals with the }>owei's of surveyors, 7 with the declaration of the 
surveyor. 9 with powers of the local Government to grant or autboriee 
the grant of certificates of survey and 11 with the terms of certificgtes 
of survey. Rules have been framed under that Chapter for 
guidance of surveyors. These are contained in the Manual for the 
Burvey of Ve^^ls. Jf anyone refers to the rules, which are coatuiiied 
^ IW na Und subsequent pages of that Manual, he will find tbit 
tha iiup<u*tant nibM as far as we are concerned at present are emhtsdied 
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lightly and ventilation and 12 with deck sheliar, 13 with mai^tiiiir 
apportionment of dock space, 17 with rauiking and prpper 
oaf of decka, 20 — a very iiiiportatii rule— with the numhar of paiatp 
that a veaael can carry and how that number i* to be detarminad, 
and ^ with steps that should be taken regarding the casing in of 
funnels, galley chimneys, steam pipes and that sort of thing for the 
proipction of passengers. 

Chapter III deals altogether with Masters and Engineers and does 
not concern us at present. Chapter IV deals with investigations into 
•♦'asualties ; with this also we are not concerned at the moment. 
Chapter V deals with the suspension and cancellation of certificates. 
The important chapter as far as we are concerned is Chapter VI which 
deals with the protection and carriage of passengers on inland vessels 
and the important sections are 49, 50, 51. 52, 53 and 54. I will 
<leal with these separately. One other se<*tion whii’h Mr. (hipta 
mentions is section 07 under which a l(Kal Oovenunent may make 
rules to carry out the jmrposes of this Act not otherwise s|>eciB!ly 
provider! for. He gives that section a much wider interpretation than 
I am piepared to do. 

These are hrietiy the sei tions of the A<t which define the Oovern- 
meiit of Bengal’s iM)wers and we (*annot go l»eyond those. (Vtiain 
rules have l)een made under those sections and we are hr)und by them. 
This discussion has practically concentrated itself on passenger fares 
and freight. I will take the last |)oiiit first. As regards freight, we 
have certain jarn’ers under se<'tions 49, 50 and 51 concerning dangerous 
goods and the carriage of dangerous g(NKls and how they 
are to he dealt with. We have also certain powers ns 
regards deck spate and the amount of deck spm*e, es|iecially 
lower de(;k space, which can he f>ccupied by goods. Beyond that we 
have no power whatsoever as regards freight or us regards the charges 
fur freight. That is altogether outside our |>owers and I need not 
tire you with any more uliout that. 

5-15 p.m. 

As regards the faies of passengers, most of the discussion this 
afternoon has lieen taken up with that ]>oint. Here again I maintatn 
that Government have no j>ower to regulate the amount of fare. 
Mr. Gupta has gone into a lot of mathematical calculations which I 
shall not enter into. I am afraid I have forgotten most of my 
mathematics but I am prepared to go so far as to agree with Mr. Gupta 
that half of 2 as. 3 p. is not 2 annas. The two sefriiotis that definitely 
mention fares are sections 52 (2) ih) and section 54, which Mr. Ouptn 
claims is a wide section, and which lays down that the local Govern* 
tnent may also make rules for the protection of pessengers in itila9i4 
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•itttu vessels, and may by such rules require the prices of pa s e ettg er 
lickets to be printed or otherwise denoted on such tickets. Under 
these sections certain rules have been laid down, but they ^»al mainly 
with the powers of the serang or master of the vessel as between him 
and passengers — in what circumstances he is entitled to refuse passen* 
gers to come on board, or in what circumstances he is allowed to put 
passengers off, and so on, but nowhere in these rules is any |x>wer 
given to control the amounts of fares, and, therefore, in my opinion 
a large part of this diwussion has been directed towards a matter 
which is outside the power of the local Government to control. 

As regards the definite points mentioned in (a), (6), (c) and (d) 
of the resolution, Mr. Philip has dealt with these in detail, and I 
think we all agree — personally I can say this for myself — ^that our 
facts are certainly not up to date. I never realised that the Steamer 
Companies in* the last year or two have gone so far in the matter of 
the convenience of [)aHsengerH; and because our facts to my mind are 
not up to date, I should like this House very muc h indeed to consider 
the offer which has lieeii made by Mr. Philip. It ap|)ears to me that 
a round table c^onference, such as he has proposed, would do far more 
gocKl ill a few meetings than such u committee as is proposed in the 
resolution would do in many meetings. Mr. Gupta — I urn not sure 
if 1 have got him down quite c•orrectly said that Sir John Kerr had 
stated that when grievances were brought to the notice of the Steamer 
Companies concerned, they did their liest to remedy them, and 
Mr. Gupta added that the Government of Hengal had not taken steps 
to bring the incouveiiienc'es of the passengers to the notice of the 
Steamer ('ompunies. Mr. Sen in his spewh said that this resolution 
was meant to get remedies from the Steamc*r Comimnies and not from 
Government. Mr. Guha also ineiitioiied that his ex|>erience was that 
when grievances were brought to the iiotic^e the Steamer Companies, 
they had always done their l>est t<> remedy them. Now we have got a 
definite offer from the Steamer Companies that, before any step i» 
taken, three meinbers of this House should meet the representatives 
of the Companies and have a heart-to-heart dist'ussion with them, 
and I u’ould most strongly recommend this offer to the House for 
aC(Ntpteiice, and ask the mover to withdraw the resolution. This would 
not prevent him from bringing up this resolution again at a later 
stage, if the i*esult of this round table conference is not satisfactm^. 

ii*** flUCffSH OHANDIIA GUPTA s Sir, I must congratulate Mr. 
Philip for the spirit of the address he has given and the manner in which 
he has delivered it, but I am afraid I cannot say the same thing of 
the HonM)le Mr. Marr. I do not think that Government has taken 
the right attjtude in this matter. Well, there was no need for the 
display of that admiration by the Government with regard to the 
€ciiii}>auy. I say,ctiir, if Goveriiment had done its duty in the pait» 
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(d Uie gnevances would have been removed. I would here 
diHlr the attention of the House to the answer friven to questions asked 
in this Cknmoil in Augfust, 1921 » as to whether the proceedinifs of the 
CtHilieil about a similar discussion were forwarded to the Steamer 
Companies. The Government replied that those proceedings could 
not be forwarded because printed copies ot the proceedings were not 
available. Since then we do not know if the 0<ivernment has done 
anything towards remedying these grievances, or whether it has had 
any further correspondence with the Steamer Companies with regard 
to them. With regard to some of the improvements which the Steamer 
Companies have made, and about which my hon*ble friend Mr. Harr 
was surprised to hear, I say it shows further that Government has 
been quite remiss in their duty and it was only when the Steamer 
C>ompauies yielded to the popular clamour that these improvements 
were effected. 

With regard to the offer of a round table conference, certainly any 
such offer will l)e welcome to this side of the House if it is going to 
lead to anything, but if this round table conference is going to be 
simply a conversation over tea or lunch, and not going to lead to any- 
thing, then I for one would not accept it. l^et Mr. Philip put his 
pn)|)Osals ill black and white and let him say what pro)HNMils he is 
prepared to consider in a round table conference, and then we will 
consider his offer. But I think Mr. Philip could well have included, 
if not the Hon’ble Mr. Marr, at least Mi. Gilchrist, Wause after 
all the Government will have a great deal to do with imiiiy of these 
questions. Further, we ought to get an assurance that as tlie result 
of the round table conference, the Steamer authorities are really going 
to do something. Otherwise it is no gtsal wasting the time of the 
Steamer authorities, who must lie very busy people, and also wasting 
our time. If there is a definite offer to meet the grievances of the 
people, we will certainly agree to a round table ronference : other- 
wise no good will come out of it. 

With regard to the question of fares, I submit the Government has 
power of control. Formerly distances between stations used to be 
printed on the tickets, and I have got such a ticket with me. Bui 
after the suit instituted by Babu Gopal (yh. Biswas was dec^reed, the 
printing of distances has been discontinued. I would tell Mr. Philip 
that it is not because that it is difficult to print the 
diatanres at they change so often thai the printing of diftaneef 
has been discontinued, but because we suspect- -and our suspicion 
is a very well grounded one-^of the fact that if the distances 
are printed, the excess fare charged will be too paljiable. In this 
matter again the Government of Bengal was very much behind time. 
They were under the impression that the distances were printed on 
the tickets. But when the omission was brought to their notice, and 
they were asked to recover the excess mileage fares that have bean 
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paid Ity Qftvemmeni »ervanU, tli^y did nothiiig. 8p it mc$ li^ 
in tjie month of Mr. Harr to say that thay conoot dn llliytWiig- W^an 
tha«e fac^tn wore elicited Oovemmoiit oonld ha^i aocovarod a good 
amount paid out aa trayalling oapenaee ol their offif^ra. II Vr. llarr 
thiaho tlint there is a striagency in the provincial finance, he oonld 
haTo (mpploinented it hy writing a letter to the iivew Steam Navip- 
tioii CpjnP^ay Inr refund. The repreaentatives of the Rivers Steam 
Nayigati^ Company has shown to-day more reasonablenois than 4he 
iember on the Trensury Repi h. I snyi i^ir, there has been no reply 
to the point that 1 raised, namely, that the Government has got ample 
ppumrs in the matter of c^ontroUing fares. My Hon*ble friend. 
Mr* Mnrr. has not referred to the agieement ))etween the Government 
and the Steamer ('ompunies which was arrived at so recently as 
1904 — I say recently as ( ompared to the original agreement in 1880. 
My friend, Mr. Philip, overlookn the fact that there was a modifica- 
tion of the agreement of 1880 in 1904, when Government found that 
the Steamer CoinpanteH were diverting more tratfic by steamers than 
they were entitled to do in accordance with their agreement with the 
Railway Company. So, there is an agreement, and Oovernuient have 
mtipie p<iwer, jirovided they ch(K>se to exercise the same. I qujte 
appreciate that the Hon’ble Meinljer and others who travel first class 
do not really find out the difficulty of the intennediate and third class 
passengers. As a mutter of fact, to travel first class is a pleasure 
as well as a luxury. The Governiiient have a duty towards the poorer 
classes of the travelling public and I have shown they have got ample 
power. When the Steamer (\>iupanies are ready to listen to the 
discussion in the Legislative ('ouncil and when the\ have made a 
gesture to consider the grievances of the people, it stands to reason 
and common sense that any reasonable recpiest fr«>ni Government, w'hich 
will amount to u command, will surely l)e accepted by the Companies : 
otherwise they know they will fare very Iwidly, as they have got to 
take out certiffcates every year. I, therefoi-e, on liehalf of the members 
on this side of the House, say that if the Steamer Company really 
make the offer of a round table conference with a view to remedying 
the grievances, we will certainly resjmnd, but it is no use having a 
-committee for mere discussion and not capable of doing anything. 
And it is alap iie<'essary that the Government members should come 
in and join the committee. 

As regards the creation of advisorj* committees in different centrea. 
I think this is a very gomi suggestion, provided there is scope Igr 
doing some real work and we are able to get defects remedied. With 
these words I should think that this resolution should be carried. 
If the Steamer Companies give us a suggestion of a workable committee 
with efffKdive imwers. that committee might work. But if the Goreni- 
ment continue its pmsent attitude, we will carry this resolution a|id 
th« potter will reipnin where it is. 
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MJiit NACiNDRA NATH iINt Sir, may I with your penuk* 
sioii» Hon’ble Mr. Marr for some information in oonnoetion 

witk the answer to my question ? 


Mr. PRitlQiNT^ not at this statr^. 

The amendment of Rai Satyepdra Nath Roy Choudhuri Bahaditr 
wftf* then put and a division taken with the followinjr result : 


AYlt. 


aftti, iiaiiiYi Syea MaiiMMMia. 
AtisMliam Mr. tyad Mi. 
aaatM. tmau RaiMt eiHifMlra. 
laatriir aane Preteetaa* Mata, 
matu, labH tasi Mhbar. 

•attt, Mr. e. c. 

ai»«a>, ftaba tiiraaara Natb. 

•m*, aaa«i aslay Kritana. 

•aM, Mr. a. a. 

CMkrabiirtty. tabu Jatiaera Natb. 
CbaliravaHi, babii 4agiaara Cbanbra. 
CbaiMibary, Maaivi Kbartbte Alaai. 
Oat OmHa, Or. 4. M. 

Oatta< Saba Abbil Obaatfra. 

Oatta, baba Amalya Obaadra. 

Ouit, baba taral Kaaiar. 
bantaly, baba tCbaftadra Hatb. 
Obaat, yaba AaifrMUlra Natb. 
baba, Mr. f. N. 
bapta, Mr. Jagatb Cbandra. 

Naaaa, Kati liadadal. 

•Cariai, Maatvi Abdal. 

Lala. baba taraia Nripa. 


Maiti, baba Mabtabra Natb. 

Maktrjaa, tH|at Tarafcaatb. 

Natbar, baba Naai Obaadra. 

Onaaad, Mr. I. 0. 

Pal ObaadbaH, Mr. banjit. 
bahaiaa, Maaivi Aiitar. 

Nabaiaa, Maaivi tbaaitar*. 
baikat, Mr. Pratanaa Otb. 
baaf. Maaivi iytd Abdar. 
bay, Or. Kaaiad iaakar. 
bay, triiat badba babiada. 
bay, baba Maaaiatba Natb. 
bay. Dr. bidbaa Obaadra. 
bay, Mr. 0. N. 

Nay, Mr. Kiraa taakar. 
bay Cbaadbari, bai babadar batytadiM 
Natb. 

•arbar, baba Naliairaajaa. 

•arktr. bai tabib babati Mabaa. 
taa, brljat Napaadra Natb. 
baa bapla, Mr. 4. M. 

Tba aipa aa, Mr. W. M. 


iioto. 


blatr, Mr. 4. b. 

CbaaibaH^ b ib a dp r «biii»l Mailbr 

Obaadbart, tba Naa^bla Nawab babadar 
•alyM Naandi Ali, Kbaa babadar. 
Cabaa, Mr. 0. 4- 
9bMi, Hr- 0. 

Oraaaaaad, Mr. d. b. 

Obaaa, Mr. M. 0. 
bilabHat, Mr. b. N. 

mSSU M 

bbta b» ba < ii r . 


daahiaa, Or. W. A. 

Marr, tba Naa'My Ik. A, 

Mittar, tba Naa*bla tir Pvava«b RWMdiP 
Ma b a rt y, tba Haa^bla Mr. A. N. 

Mabarji, Mr. 0. 0. 

Pbilpat. Mr. N. 0. V. 
pyaanfa, Mr. W. o. b. 

Nay, Mr. bi|ay Praaad Maib. 
iiaba, tba Haa'jia baia babadar 
bb apa a dra Narayaa. 
b t a p la i a a , Mr. N. tL 
osta, MaiarMaatrai badfrty. 


Tke kym being 44 end ihb Noea ^ bm#ndl»dlli Wdb eWtllA 
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The motion of Mr. Jogeah Chandra Cnpta, as amanded, was iheii 
put and a division taken with the following result ; — 


AYES. 


Afi»l« Msiilvi tyes MmIisiiiiimiS. 

AIMMISS, MSttlVi AtiWMknn. 

AhwwaJt Msulvl KatiriMMin. 

AltsatlAli, Mr. SyMl MS. 

BnSiSi, BslNi Nmum OSaiMlra. 
asMrjM, asSii eramstliA Nats. 

Bata, Baba Bati ttliliar. 

Baaa, Sh*. P. 0. 

BiMMt, Baba Saraaira Naib. 

Batt, Baba Bajay Kritbfia. 

Baw, Mr. B. 0. 

ebabrabartty, Baba satintfra Nats. 
Obakravartii Baba JagliiBra CbanSra. 
OboaSbury, Maaivi Kharahad Alam. 

Daa OaBta, Or. J, M. 

Oatta. Baba Abbil Obaadra. 

Oatta, Baba Aaialya Obaadra. 

Oatt, Baba Baral Kaaiar. 

OaaBUly, Baba KbaBaadra Natb. 

•baaa, Baba Aaiaraadra Natb. 

•aba, Mr. P. N. 

•apta, Mr. dagaab Obaadra. 

Naqaa, Kaii Baidadal. 

Naaata, Kbaa Babadar Maalvl Byad 
Mapbal. 

Kariai, Mawivl Abdal. 

Kbaa, Kbaa Babib Maaivi Maauaai AH. 


Kbaa, Maaivi TaaHiaddia. 
tala, Baba Barada KHpa. 

Maiti, Baba Mabaa d r a Natb. 

MaCtaabia, Mr. B. T. 

Mittar, Rai Baba dar Mamaatba Nitit 
Mubarjaa, Brijat TarakaaCb. 

Naakar, Baba Naai Obaadra. 

Pal Cbaadbari, Mr. Kaaiit 
Nabaiaa, Maaivi B ba a ta ar . 

Rabaiaa, Mr. A. P. M. Abdar-. 

Raikat, Mr. Praaaaaa Dab. 

Raaf, Maaivi Byad Abdar. 

Ray, Dr. Kaaiad Baakar. 

Ray. Brijat Radba Oabiada. 

Ray, Baba Maaauitba Nath. 

Ray, Dr. Bidbaa Obaadra. 

Ray, Mr. O. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Baakar. 

Ray Obaadbari,* Rai Babadar Batyaadra 
Natb. 

Barkar, Baba Naliairaajaa. 

Barkar, Rai Babib Rabati Mabaa. 

Battar, Kbaa Babib Abdaa. 

Battar, Mr. Abdaal Rank Najaa Abdaai. 

Baa, Brijat Nagandra Natb. 

Baa Dapta, Mr. d. M. 

Babrawardy, Mr. N. B. 


NOBl. 


•lair, Mr. d. R. 

Oaaaalla, Mr. A. 

Cbaadbari, Kbaa Babadar Maaivi Nabnr 
Rabaiaa. 

Cbaadbari, tba Naa'Ma Nawab Babadar 
Baiyid Nawab Ali, Kbaa Babadar. 
OabMi, Mr. 0. d. 

DPMI, Mr. A. d. 

D r a wi iaaad, Mr. d. B. 

Pyft, Mr. d. N. 

•mat, Mr. M. 0. 

•Habritt, Mr. R. N. 

NagB, Mr. •. P. 

Naaala, tba Naa'Ma Nawab Maabarraf, 
Kbaa Babadar. 

NBwaia, Maaivi taUfat. 
daakifia, Or. W. A. 
talrd, Mr. R. B. 


Uaib, Mr. T. 

Marr, tba Naa’Ma Hr. A. 

Mittar. tba Naa’Ma Bir Pravaab Obaadar. 
MabaHy, tba Naa’Ma Mr. A. N. 

Mvkarji, Mr. B. 0. 

Onaaadt Mr. B. 0. 

Philip, Mr. d. V. 

Pbtlpat, Mr. N. 0. V. 

Praatiaa, Mr. W. D. R. 

Raaa, Mr. B. P. 

Ray. Mr. Bijay Praaad Biagb. 

Biaba, tba Naa’Ma Raja Babadar 
Bb ap aadra Narayaa. 

Btaplataa, Mr. N. B. 

Tata, Majar B aaar a l Badtray. 

Tbaaipaaa. Mr. W. N. 

Wardawtr t b, Mr. W. 0. 


The Ayes lieing 52 and the Noes 31, the following resolntion was 
carried : — 

** This Council recommends to the Government that a committee 
consisting of the following members be immediately formed to examine 
the working of the Steamer Service in the districts of Dacca, Chitta- 
gong, Rajshahi and Presidency Divisions managed by the India 
OeiiMral Navigatidi and Railway Company, Lid., mid Rivers Steam 
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Sfflngatkm Company, Ltd., aitlier Mparataly or jointly, anil aubmit 
a «eport with revommrmlationH within six mouths from thr date of 
tli» apiH>intment of Uie ruiuiiiitte^ with H]ierial to— 

ia) coDTenieiice in acrommodation on board, for paaaengerg in 
general and female paswngers in particular, in the different 
ciaasee; 

^6) faree charged f<»r the paiisengers of the different cdaiucea in 
consideration of the distance travelled; 

{c) adyisability or otheranse of tranHinitting g<H>ds by ptisi^enger 
steamers; and 

<ci) waiting accommodation, gangways and landingM in different 
ghats : — 

</) The Hon’ble Mr. A. Marr, (m.k., i.c .s., 

Snjut Nagendra Nath Sen, 

<sj#) Mr. A. K. Fn*l-nl Ihni, 

{4} Dr. Kumud Sankar Hay, 

<o) Maulvi Kbonched Alum ('hoiidliiiii, 

Mr. P, N. (luha, 
c7) Maulvi Sharasur-Hahtnan, 

{ 8 ) Babu Saral Kumar Dutt, 

Maulvi Syed Muhammad s\fxal, 

\10) Babu Naliiiiranjaii Sarker, 

ill) Rai Satyendra Nath Roy (Tnnulhiiri Bahadur, and 
(12) Mr. Jogesh Chandra (tupta.’* 

5-4o p.m. 

Mri PRESIDENT: I think thw disimses of the Hiiiiilar reiudutiuns 
standing in the names of Babu Hem Chandra Nanker, Sri jut Rodha 
Clobinda Ray, Maulvi Shamsur-Ha liman, Mr. Jogesh Chandra (iupta, 
Mr, A. K. Fa*l-ul Huf| and Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray ritems Nos. 9, 
22, 39, 52, 62 and 80 of the List). 


Pritmipln nf prainotltii !• Imtm iHvtoinii tiltotinfi gradt in tlia 
•iiigal tanratviat 

Kaii EMOADUL HOQUEs I beg to move that this Cottncil 
rtoom mends to the Government that Um principle of promotion to 
lower s^ection grade at the rate of 10 per cent, of the total etiwaglh 
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«f tiM lower diruioB awictButs of • Department of the Beii||nl 
Seeivt^iriat be eonHtimed in the fi^lowingr manner : — 

For a total strength of - 

(a) iO or le«« One. 

(h) rpwardM of 10 -One for every ten or pi»t^ thereof. 

In moving thi« resolution I beg to state that trhtwi I gave the 
notice of this resolution I was quite unaware of the recMt d^isirm 
of the Government in this coniie<tion with i'eferem?e t» Mr. A. F. 
Ilahman*H resolution pansed at the last session of this Council. It 
now apjieurs that Government luis given cousideiatiou to this question 
so far as all the departments of the Bengal Secretariat are concerned 
with the solitary exception of the case of the Bengal Legislative 
Department as it rightly deserves very spe<‘ial consideration. Under 
the circumstaiices, the matter has become very much simplified. 
Without any prejudice to the very special cou<*ession which the 
I^egislative Department rightly deserves in connection with lower 
sele<‘tion posts owing to the restricted woj)e of prtrspects of the lower 
division assistants in the Department, I must confess that whatever 
might have Wn the circuinstumes, in its practical effei’ts the recent 
dec’ision of Government is entirely in accord with the spirit of 
my present resolution so fur us all the Departments of the Bengal 
Secretariat are at jrreseiit cf)n*»tituted save and except the Chief 
Secretary’s otfice and the Legislative Depai*tment. To be tm»re <*lear. 
1 must say that under the revised orders of Goveininent any office 
of the Bengal Se<Tetariat is now* allowed to have one lower selection 
j>ost for every ten and one of any multiples of ten not lower than 
six or five in cases of the offices whicdi have lower division assistant'* 
upwards of 10 or multiples thereof. A careful analysis of the replj 
which the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Finance Department 
gave on the Hth instant to the unstaired question No. 41 (J) and (J?> 
evidently shows that all the departments of the Bengal Secretariat 
excepting the Chief Secretary’s office and the Legislative Department, 
the latter el which are now under the special consideration of Ghyvem* 
meiit, will hanlly be effe<-te<l by the present resolution. In other 
wonls the practical effects of my present resolution are already 
embodied in the Government order. But still my contention is that 
Government should not l>e so much over-mathematiiuil in this respect 
and every latitude should Ik* given to the lower selection posts accord* 
ing to the principle laid d<»wn in my present resolution, specially 
in view of the operation of the 10 per cent, rule and all jiossible 
developments in the offices in question, so that the pivsent inteq)reta- 
tion may be of (he maximum advantage to them in spite of the 
litnitatiou. Take for example the case of the Finance I>e|iarttna&t 
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'illl r e there are at preiient d9 lower dmeioa aiwiiitaiitg, with the 
oMition of 2 more afi8iHtaiit«, that liepartikient will» aocordiikit to 
ijay present principle, be entitled to one more lower aelection poet. 
Jlooording^ to the interpretation in my reeolntion, the Chief SecfW^ 
tary’e office will be immediately entitled to one more selection f(iwde 
po«t in the lower dirision and m alw) the Legiilative Department. 
There are, however, ample .Hco|ie for promotion in the offices of the 
Chief hkscretary as well as in the Finance Department. Hut there is 
no such consolation in the I^eifislative Department which, however^ ia 
uow under the sjiecial consideration of (loverniiient uiul lejifilimaiely 
deserves very special differential treatment. In view of the above 
ciicumstauces, I trust that Government should accept my resolution, 
and the principle should lie taken into considemtion and accepted 
nevertheless its practical effects should lie iininediutely the same as 
soon as the very sjief-ial (Miiicession meant for the Lepislative Depart- 
ment is formally sanctioned by (Joveriimeiit . 

MauM SYEO MUHAMMAD APZAL: I rise to support the 
resolution inove<l by Ka*i Emdaclul H<M|ue. but at the very outset I 
would thank (Government for their jrcniiine desire for the Giithei 
consideration of the case of the Ii«»ffislHtive Department in this <‘on- 
ne<tion, peculiarly constituted as it is now, as referred to in the 
effects jriveii to the rewilution of Mr. A. F. lluhroan on selection 
Ki-ade iMiHts in the lower division. The subject of the selection jnade 
posts in the Beiijrnl Secretariat was threshed out by me in the last 
session of this Council in movinjr the resolution of Mr. A. F. Uahmaii. 
The (fovernmeiit has sime done away with the three-year bur entire- 
ly hut the Hcofie of their cmisideration is still vitiated by the iiumlic!- 
bw, i.e.. the operation of the ten per cent, limitation. The mover 
of the present res<»lutiun has already said that in its priM’tical effects 
the application of the principle of the present resolution is almost 
in a{freement with the recent decision of Government ne<'‘essitatiu|f 
some sliffht adjustments in the Political and Departments, 

constituted as they are, at present. In the circumstances, I do not 
understand why the ten i>er cent, rule should exist at all, specdally 
when vacancies remain to he filled up in ceHaiii departments in spite 
of the ten jier cent, limitation, while in some other departments there 
are no selection grade [losts for eligible candidates for a iiumlier of 
veers, as for instance in the I^egislative Department. But the ways 
of the Government are inscrutable! They make a fetish of their 
own principle iiersistently and sometimes unreasonably. In spite of 
all favourable circumstance*, the ten per cent, rule stands out un- 
ne<essarily. The iiresent reMdution, therefore, is an honest attempt 
to make the most of the restricted scope for the lower selection grade 
without ])rejudice to the sfief ial claims of the Ijegislative Department 
in this respect*. Curiously, the opposition is Iwiind to come from the 
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OoTernment, even thougli tiie present resolution is merely of academic 
interest so far as the present number of the lower division aasistants 
in each department of the Secretariat is concerned. The reaaon is 
not far to seek; because this is a non-official lesolution and even in 
email matters the Government have to do in their own fanciful way. 

In the reply {fiven by the Hon’ble Finance Member in tbe last 
session of tbe Council when Mr. A. F. Rahman’s resolution on the 
lower selection grade posts was moved by me, it was said that it was 
only tbe Legislative Department which was practically affected by 
tbe resolution. The matter has since been considered and a rule has 
bean framed; but the ease of the Legislative Department is still out- 
standing for consideration ! Let us therefore wait and watch and 
profit by the lesson. 

With these woimIm I beg leave to nujiiKn-t the resolution. 

•iCRfTARY to GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT of FINANCE 
(Mr. A. Cotioilt): Sir, the point involved in this resolution is a 
very small one. As the mover has said. ciiTumstanf'es have slightly 
changed since he gave notice of the resolution. 

Part (a) of the resolution usks that one sele<‘tion grade jK>st should 
be allotted when the total strength of the office is 10 or less. No 
department in the 8e<Tetariat has a strength of 10 or less; so, part 
^a) of the resolution does not arise. 

Part (h) of the resolution osks that where the total strength of 
an office exceeds 10, the number of selection grade posts should be 
one for every 10 or paH thereof. At present our calculations are 
based on the principle that a fraction of over one-half counts as one 
and that a lower fraction counts as nothing. That is to say, an office 
of 10 will get one selection grade post and an office of 11, 12, 13, 
14 or 15 will also have one. When the number rises to 16, then two 
selection i>osts are given. That is a principle of general application. 
We make use of it in calculating, for example, the percentage of 
leave reserve allotted to an office, and this method is generally adopted 
in most calculations whei'e we have scales and proportions to work 
out. faually fraction of J or less is regarded as equivalent to 
nothing and when it rises above } it is held to count as one. On tbe 
ground that that general principle should not be departed from 1 
wish to oppose this motion. It is a very small matter but it is a 
matter of general application, and if we depart from it in this case 
the effect will be to extend it to other cases thereby causing endless 
compUcetioDS. 

Apparent^ the object of the mover of tbe reeolation and of the 
oilier epeakM* is t^ benefit tbe clerks of the Legislative Department. 
Ikst office hat got 13 lower division derks and in aoeordanoe witk 
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th# icalft lit presAiit in it is entitled to hove one selection fiimde 

pflit If tkis resolution is adopted, it will be entitled to two. and 
wrt^rently the aim and object of the resolution k to (fw two lower 
ae^ion jrrade posts to the office of the Legislative Department, 
Kow on the merits of that I propose to say nothing as to whether 
the Legislative Department should get two selection grade iioste or 
not, but I do not think it should get it in this way. that is by doing 
away with a rule of general application. 

There are special features in the Legislative Department -features 
which are not present in the other departments of the Secretariat. 
I think in reply to a question recently asked it was stated that the 
work of the liegislative Department is somewhat different from the 
work of the administrative dej)artmen(s of the Secretariat and also 
that a certain nunlher of assistants in the Legislative Department 
are entitled to overtime pay if they work lieyond certaiii hours - 
it may he in connection with the Council -hut I l)elieve some of them 
at least get overtime pay. So there are differences l)etween that 
office and the Secretariat offices. If there is any particular grievance 
in the office of the Legislative Department it should come up separate- 
ly for decision on its own merits and I suggest that an attempt should 
not l)e made to make any change for the special Wnetit of the Legis- 
lative Department, by means of an alteration in the general rvile 
which will have to l)e applied in other directions also where its effect 
may l)e the cause of anomalies or to produce results whic’h are not 
intended. 

For these reasons, I think the existing method of calculating the 
j>ercentage, which works all right, should not lie departed from. 

The Hoffi’Mi Mr. A. MARR: Sir, I just want to add one word 
to what Mr. Cassells has said. After the low^er division assistants 
brought this matter to our notice, I received a deputation of them 
and heard their grievances. One of these has already been removed 
with effect from January, 11^. We ore considering the other 
grievances they have put before us. 

Kail EMOARUL HMQUIS My resolution was quite a modest one 
and the Honf^hle Member in opposing it has only revealed the mental- 
ity of Government. It only aimed at giving some relief to the clerks 
of the Legislative Departaient but the Ooveminctit turned it down. 
As the object of tlie resolution wae to do sonse Rncrosoopfc benefft 
to Indian ^erke it was not accepted, but were the object one of increae* 
ing ike ealariee of the Buropean staff it would surely have been agreed 
to. even if it would involve an annual expenditure of Re. 6 lakhs. 
Th# motion of Maxi Ikndadul ffo^uo was then put snd sgteed to. 

[At 6 p.m. the Council was adjourned and it re-atHeinhlOd ftl 
e:.I6 p.m.l 
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Oonditioiii df UimKr, 

Ma mmmMVTHh MATH* ROY 8 I beg to move that this Conncii 
recommends to the Government that a Committee be forthwith 
appointed to enquire into the conditions of labour prevailing in 
this Presidency with a view to secure a speedy removal of the 
grievances of the labourers and to improve the conditions of their 
service in the mills, factories, etc. 

1 ask for a Committee to go into the labour disputes in many 
places in the neighbourhood of the city. I may mention some of 
them, such as at Bauria, Chengail, Jessop’s, Burn^s, Martin’s and at 
Lillooah. 

In many of these places we have witnessed gi‘iqi struggles between 
the poor workers and the jute kings or other capitalistic lords of 
Bengal. The scales are heavily weighted, but with amazing endur> 
ance the workers have been carrying on their fight. They had to 
face firing, arrests and lengthy trials and at some places in absolute 
hunger, semi-nudity and stark want they had to yield to the capital- 
istic lords. The labourers asked for a living wage; they asked for 
a system of monthly payment in the place of daily payment, they 
asked for suitable housing accommodation, and in the alternative, 
allowances; they asked for an increase in wages due to the high cost 
of living in the suburbs of Calcutta, at all events for an increase to 
the scale prevailing in the other provinces so that the workmen may 
be equally treated everywhere; they lisked that the minimum wage.s 
should bo Rs. 16 for all classes of workmen, they asked for wages 
for holidays, or in the alternative, that workshops would be open on 
holidays to enable them to earn their meals for that day, they asked 
for leave rules as in the case of the subordinate staff in the offices; 
they asked for corruption and briWy to be checked; they also asked 
for their Tnion to be recognised but the managements turned a deaf 
ear to all their petitions and apjteals, and as a last resort they had 
to go on strike and many thousands were thrown out of employment. 
Other trades may suffer and have suffered depression but the jute 
trade has iiiLvariably given large dividends. That, howewer, has not 
adequately pleased our jute princes who have substituted the single 
shift system for the multiple shift. It is understood that in July 
all the mills will introduce this single shift, with the result that 
about 25,000 to 33,000 workers will be thrown out of employment. 
The position is extremely serious, but mark* the contrast between 
the attitude of the British ruling class and that of their representa- 
tives in this country. Do His Excellency the Governor and the other 
exalted members of his Cabinet propose to undertake a tour and see 
things for themselves as the Prince of Wales has been doing now in 
Wales f . Here interested parties lay the blame of all strikes at the, 
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door of Moscow, they see the spectre of oommunists aud Bolshevik 
afUits at work. Has there be«ti any attempt to inquire into the 
causes of strikes or the charges brought against the management in 
the different places? We have no Lord Mayor’s Fund in this country 
as in England. I would implore of our exalted dignitaries of the 
State to cast aside the devil of prestige and make themselves at^eessible 
to the jute workers as the Prince of Wales is now to the W^elsh 
miners. You will find the Indian worker exactly like the Welsh 
miner with this difference only that while the former is black and 
the latter is white in complexion. If it is only the communists and 
the Bolsheviks that make the w^orkers of this country conscious of 
their deplorable condition, that they are hardworking and starved, 
India must be a strange country. 

The Treasury benches, I anticipate, will }K>int out that o Royal 
Commission on Industrial Grievances will grace this country with 
their presence in the near future. The Treasury benches may also 
remind us of the promise of Mr. Baldwin that he will be more care- 
ful in the composition of this exalted Commission. But let wn tell 
the Treasury benches openly and plainly that we Indians have no 
faith in these Royal Commissions. An almolute indifference on the 
part of Government has driven us to the belief that the Government 
and the police officers are the allies of the capitalistic princes and 
lords, specially the jute lortls of Bengal. It was only the other day 
that the police court was lavish in its praise of the Deputy Super- 
intendent of Police at Bauria, <;enfre of one of these disputes. We 
have been driven to l>elieve that these Itoyal Commissions are 
intended to hoodwink the people of India, that they only serve the 
capitalistic and iini>erialisti<‘ interests to the prejudice of the interests 
of the labourers. Although this exalted Commission may l>e pro- 
vided with magnificent and luxurious arrangements while it graces 
this countiy with its presence we have not the least doubt that such 
a Commission is wholly unfitted to render any relief to the fwor 
labourers. I ask for a local committee, not a Royal Commission, 
mostly non-oflBcial in character, which will be in dose and diitKit 
touch with labour and which will make an honest endeavour to remove 
the grievances. With these words 1 commend my resolution to the 
Council. 

Mr. H. i. tUNflAWAROY: 1 beg to support the resolution. 
Time and again have the appalling conditions of labour been laid bare 
beforo the public not only of this country but of England, not only 
by Indians, but by Englishmen whom you cannot poMibly disclaim 
and who belong to that wing of Oovemment which wUl shortly 
aifume the reins of control in England. But HtUs haa been done to 
remedy the evils except perhaps the establishment of a Baby Clinic by 
Sir Alexander Murray at Eankinarah after the auspicious visit of 
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Sis Excellency to thet place. We know that the head of the inrovince 
is very sympathetic towards labour and I daresay Gbvenmient will 
disclaim its interest in it. It is up to Government therefore to try 
and do its best to improve the condition of labour and Imlp those who 
cannot possibly help themselves. I am sure Gh>vemment realise that 
it is very difficult to improve the conditions of labour through non- 
official agencies lor non-official agencies will be looked upon with 
suspicion and distrust by jute mill owners. They can only represent 
their case through labour unions or trade organisations. In these days 
of general principles they are liable to be captured by those commu- 
nists whom the Government of India and all Governments subordinate 
to them so wholesomely dread. liost, therefore, we should launch the 
bark of laliour organisation in troubled waters we should take time by 
the forelock and improve the conditions of lal>our l)efore it is too late. 
We do not look with avidity at the dividends that are paid to the 
jute shareholders, nor to the princely incomes and emoluments of the 
Managing Agents, nor to the paradise in which the employers and the 
superior laliour live. liut we think on behalf of labour that a certain 
amount of money could advantageously he sunk every year for their 
impn)vemeiit, their housing, their drainage, their education and their 
recreation, and the employers of lul)our might well consider that 
lalxiur is u very imp^)t'tant partner in earning the money which they 
enjoy, 

6-‘10 p,m. 

Some mill agents and recently the jute mill of Adaniji Hajee 
I)ttW(K)d, have shown the way in introdin ing amenities in their mills 
for the benefit of the labourers which other mills might introduce with 
advantage. The (’ommittee will tend to bring together employers and 
the employed and solve this very vexatious problem. I, therefore, 
support the resolution, which has come in time, and I am sure it will 
commend itself to Govenimeiit. 

Mr. 0. F. llOif! Sir, I am utterly astonished, to say the least of 
it, to hear this artistic picture so vividly presented to us by the 
eloquence of the Bar I library and the Howrah Court. I myself feel 
rather s tr oiig ly on the point because in my 28 years’ experience of 
jute mill and jute mill life, I have had much closer experience than 
barristers and vakils have, and I must say that some of my best 
friends in India are among tlie jute mill workers. In some of our 
mtlls I have seen four generatione and known and admired them, and 
T can assei%' tkat they have coufideiice in m3raelf and in the manage- 
ment of onr mills and that there is very little real disaaiiifactio& 
amongst any of the jute mills on the river that has not been caused 
and fomenisd by outside influences, and by people who have no real 
thought for the goad of the workers at ha^ To state that thma 
workers are <^^pHMsed in our jute mills is nonsensa for the simple 
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riitao that one has only got to think of the fact, that of all the 
ittiostries of India the jnt© mill industry round about Calcutta ii one 
ol the few that does not require to recruit labour from outside districta. 
It ia true that in some of the mills a few of the recruits are brought 
from south of Orissa. That was started more as an experiment than 
anything else. In our own mills we have provided many of those 
comforts Mr. Suhrawardy has spoken about. We have not been able 
to build new mills, otherwise we would have flooded the world with 
goods and the loss would have come, not only to ourselves who have 
capital invested, but also to our workers themselves. For short time 
work the workers are paid extra money in the form of khoniki which 
works out at a comfortable living. If anybody denies this he has 
simply to go to the Post Oflice in the jute mill districts and verify 
the amount of money that is sent out to the different districts from 
the jute mill areas. A few years ago Mr. Langford James gave these 
figures to this Council and these figures compare favourably with that 
of the present day. There is not a jute mill district Post Office that 
does not send out large sums of money to the homes where the 
workers’ families are. Another thing which will disprove this 
supposed hardship of jute mill workers is this: Is there any other 
country in the world which has employees in mills and factories, 
where the men, not c(»unting the purely local staff, take leave for 2 
or d months in a year? Is there any other country in the w'orld 
where there are workers who <‘an affonl to do that!' I doubt if there 
is any other country in the world w’hose workers can afford to take 
holidays tor 2 tu- d months in a year. Then we have provided dis- 
pensaries, places ot worship, and recreation grounds foi our men. 
There may he one or two mills in the centre of the Howrah district, 
where the areas are so congested, that may not have them, but the 
mills outside the actual city of Calcutta and the town of Howrah 
have all these amenities. I think it is grossly unfair on the part of 
the hon'ble gentlemen of the Bar libraries of the High ('ourt and the 
Howrah Court (who are anything hut poor themselves), to represent 
that these men are all |KK>r men. They are not poor men and I hold 
that this contention of the two gentlemen present is merely artistic 
elo<]ueiice and they simply paint imaginary' sufferings of the workers 
in the jute mills. This picture, to say the least, is not a reality. 

Mr. H. i. SUHRAWARDY: On a point of )>ersonul explanation, 
Sir. Although I come fr<»m the Bar Library, T urn very very conversant 
with the life in the jute mill areas and I do not know’ whether my 
friend has visited these areas to the extent that I have done, 

Mattivi LATAFAT HUSSAIN sfioke in Crdii, the Knglish transU- 
fion ot which is as follows; — 

am pleaited to see that a member of the Bwarajist Party bat 
brought this motion. I am not sure whether the mover really feelii fw 
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Iioor labour or be want# mere newapaper publicity of Ws 1»P «y»P*tby 
for the working clasMs. There are very few politician# of hia party who 
have been #incerely identified with the cau#e of labour. Polituian# a# 
a nile turn up whenever there i# a etrike end instead of helping in 
the leitlement of the strike they harangue for the prolongation of the 
itrike rejfardleiw of terrible consequences, vix., starx^atioii and misery. 
The employers sit tight so long as politicians and communists carry on 
their propaganda. When strike collapses and the i>oor Harving 
Workers surrender unconditionally outsiders disappear and employers 
treat the workers with pity. This was the state of things in Bauria and 
Chengail where the strikes in jute mills were kept up at the dictation 
of outsiders who collected several hundred rupees for relief and no one 
knows how the money was spent. People who profess their sympathy 
for ]SM»r workers should jiractise it at home and treat their domestic 
servants as human lieings. Is it m»t a fact that the domestic servants 
are obliged to work day and night and even put the shoes of their 
musters into their feet. Talk of Hoyal Commissions and boycott. 
These are the very people who declareil boycott of Simon Commission on 
behalf of labour without even consulting the p(M>r workers. T am sur- 
prisefl that the mover said that workers did not want the Ttoyal (^oinmis- 
sifiii oil LalMUir. Nothing of the kind — every worker wants an inquiry 
into his grievances and nothing can he better than an iiujuirv by a 
Uoyal (Vmimission coining from England with memliers of the British 
LnlMMir Party. An inquiry by a local Committee will he a farce as 
emjiloyees in private industries will not atta(*h much im|X)rtance to such 
half-hearted iu(|uiry. I therefore ojqKise this motion having full faith 
in tlie wider investigation by the Itoyal Commission.*’ 

6-45 p.m. 

Or. BIDHAN OHANDRA ROY: On a point of order, Sir. (’an you 
tell us whether he is supimrting or opfMksing the resolution? 

Mr. PRE8I0ENT: It is almost (Ireek to me (Laughter). I have 
miuested the Deputv President to 1 h» on the alert for he understands 
ITfdti as well a.s anylKuly in this House. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY! On a |K>iiit of order, Sir. He is 
criticising the speech of Bahu Manniatha Nath Roy. But what is his 
view on the resolution itself: should a committee be appointed or not? 
I entirely agree with the views expressed so far. 

Mr. PRi8IOENTl Order, order. 

Mr. d. M^ 8EN GUPTA: 1 never ex})ected that I would have to 
speak on this reso^qtion ; but 1 have to do so having heard Mr. Hose, 
and we hear from him in this Council very little. Moat probably ho 
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wow sfty that the members of the Bar Library of Bengfal moaopoliae 
moil of the time of this OounciL and therefore he had neveo got the 
ehaaoe before. But before he had a fling at the members of tha Bar 
Library he ought to have first seen from what class he himself comes. 
He says that the labourers in this country — the only justification he has 
for the purpose of proving in this Council that the labourers have had a 
very good time — he says that the labourers in this country have two or 
three months’ holidays, which is unheard of in any other country. But 
at the same time he forgets that he himself, under the new scheme, 
gets a free passage, he gets not only a free passage but a first class 
free passage and I believe he along with the other members of the 
management of different mills and factories in India gets a free passage 
to England and back together with the meinWs of his family. He for- 
gets that, as a matter of fact, in no country in the world the managers 
and those aho live round them live in more luxurious circumstames, 
or draw such princely emoluments. He forgets when speaking on this 
resolution that these jute mills used to j)ay 5()0 per cent, dividend ; even 
this year I Wlieve the figure was 700 per cent, iu some cases and I am 
suqjrised at Mr. Hose’s coming forward and opinising an innocent 
resolution like this, namely, the appointment of a c<»mmittee with 
a view to mitigating the grievances of the liilxiurerH. I am also sur- 
prised at the fact that two ineiuliers representing lalnmr are sitting by 
him when he is opposing this resolution 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUOHURI: On a point of order. Sir. 8eaU 
for the nominated members are reserved on this side of the House. 

Mr. J. M. SEN CURTA: Qu ite right, for inemliers nominated by 
aiid representing the Secretariat. Mr. Ray Chaudhuri gave us his 
view only the other day in another place — the Calcutta Corjmration. 
Mr. I>aiafat Hu.ssuin has gone against the direction of the body which 
he represents in this Council — the Trade Union Congress. He is 
directly against the Trade Uni(»ii C’ongress and co-operates with the 
Simon Commission. In (his country the employers of labmir, the 
jute mill-owners, the Clive Street plutocrats and the so-c'alled laWir 
members in this Council work hand in hand, and it is imt)oesible to 
deny that the Government in this country is run on capitalists’ 
interests and concerns. Government is always helping the capital- 
istic ccmceniH. Whenever there is a strike, have they ever up to 
this time sided with the labourers? They have always run to the 
rescue of capitalistic concerns, and we poor lawyers have been with 
the lalKmrers, we have Hi>ent our money and we have gone to jail 
with them. I have never found a man of (he type of Mr. Bose 
eiding with the labourers. He has a iing at Mahatma Gandhi, 
Deehabandhu Chittaranjan Das and men like myself who have tdken 
up the cause of labour. Has he suffered with the labourers? We 
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bare gone inside tbe bustees where the labourers liye and we haye 
seen the condition of their liying and have suffered imprisonment 
with them. The condition of the workers has been depicted by 
3dr. Ei>se as happy and prosperous but let me take a lew examples 
of his own countrymen. How does it compare with those described 
by Mr. Johnstone, Mr. Thurtle, Mr. Mardy Jones and Mr. Purcell 
about the workers round about Calcutta and in the Calcutta mills? 
Mr. Hose should know that it is not we the agitators, nor the members 
of tho Bar Library who described these things. There is a real 
reason for a committee of this description. I think it is a very* 
modest and half-hearted resolution; but even this is opposed. We 
want legislation which will not be turned down by His Excellency 
the Governor; that is the position. The whole system of Govern- 
ment is absolutely rotten to the core. If anything is brought before 
this Council which attem]>tK to do any good to the labourers in 
general, that is Inmnd to l>e tunied down. We have the Trade Dis- 
putes Bill in the AsKeiiibly. If more power is conferred on Govern- 
iiient, that power will also l>e exercised for the benefit of the capitalists 
of the type of Mr. Rose, Whenever there has been firing, it has been 
said that the lalmurers were to blame. Has there not been a single 
case where the strikers have no grievance against any particular 
capitalistic concern? Have you ever heard of the Government 
putting their forces against, or helping the labourers to bring down 
the capitnli.sts to their terms? Never. I do submit that thi.s fling at 
the memhers of the Bar Library is absolutely undesei*ve(l. I am a 
member of the Bar Library and I may tell him tliat when hundreds 
and thou.suMds of tea garden coolies were dying of cholera epidemic,, 
it was I and not men of Mr. Rose’s type, and the members of the 
Bar Library came to their rewue and went to jail. One more reason 
why we lawyers have g<»t to help these labourers and it is this. In 
this country lalxmiers are not organised, they are uneducated and 
they do not know how to run their associations and the only men who 
can help them at this stage of their development is men of their own 
blood and bone, lime will come w'heii they themselves will organise 
bul that time has not yet come, and until that time comes there is 
no harm for lawyers, in giving them help. That is exactly the 
position, and I submit that this is a very modest and mild resoluticm. 
Mr. Rose’s case is that there is no strike. Men who have seen the 
labour disputes of Bengal during the last 10 years ought to know 
that Mr. Rose is wnmg and we are right and that we have a just 
cause for proper investigation into the question of labour conditions 
in this country. 

AODITlfMAt mPUTY tiCRiTAIIY l» OOViRNMiNTr 
miARTMlilT itlWIiiliRCi (Mr. R. N. QHiMtOt Mr. PresidMit, 

1 rise to oppoee this resolution, for a reason anticipated by thn 
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biOtt^ble moT«r, namely, the annonncement of the apfmintnient ol a 
Begpl Goumusaion made by His Exoelleaoy the Viceroy at the end of 
the last month. There is no question that there are labour questicms 
in Bengal which should be gone into; Government do not doubt this; 
but, in view of the appointment of a Commission which is going to 
investigate all these questions, the appointment of a local committee 
would be superfluous and out of place. Most of the questions that 
have been raised in this discussion are of general interest; they apply 
not only to Bengal but to the whole of India, ajid must be examined 
*on an alUIndia basis. Moreover, all labour legislation — and this is 
a very important point with reference to what Mr. Sen Gupta bos 
said — is central, and if there is to be a committee appointed at all to 
make recommendations, then that committee must l>e u central one, 
as the Koval Commission is. In view of these considerations, and now 
that he has expressed his views, perhaps Mr. Hoy may see his way to 
withdraw the resolution. 

7 p.m. 

MEMBER in oliirgA isf DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE Mid 
INDUSTRIAL SUBJECTS (tiM Hofi’bl# Mr. A. Mirr)s Sir, I will 
just add one word. An attempt has been made to piake out that the 
Koyal (’ommission will not work down to these actual workers and 
labourers in the mills. There need not be any fear ut all aliout that. 
That is one of the principal things for which the Koyal Commission 
is coming out — to inquire into the conditions of the actual workers 
themselves and the <*onditions of laliour in this country. We have 
already started gathering facts and figures to Ih* laid liefore the 
Commission. 

Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: May I ask the lloirhle Member 
whether it would not lie possible for the local committee, if it is ap- 
pointed, to gather those facts and figures to l>e placed liefore the Koyal 
Commission}^ That will cn*ate more confidence than if they were 
gathered by the Government. 

Tilt Hoii*l>lt Mr. A. MARR: All I can say is that if I were put to it 
to choose a committee 1 would consider myself a genius if I were able 
to choose a committee to the personnel of which one side or the other 
would not object. 

The motion of Habu Manmatha Nath Roy was then put and agreed 
to. 


The Couneil was then adjourned till 2-CO p.m., on Tuesday, the 
12Ui February, 1929, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Prootidlfigs 0l Urn Bmgtd Ugislaliv# Coundl tmmtAM imdir tlit 
pmiiiofit of tlio Covommoiit of Indio Aot 

The Council mot in the Council Chamber in the Town Hail, 
Calcutta^ on Tuefwlay, the 12th February, 1929, at 2-30 p.m. 

Proiont: 

The Hon’ble the Preaident (the Hod* hie Raja Manmatita Nath 
Ray Chaudiiuhi, of Santoah), in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members 
of the Exec utive Council, the two Hon’ble Ministers and 107 nominated 
and elected members. 

Point of Order end Questions and Answers. 

Mr. d. M. SEN GUPTA: May I rise, Sir, on a point of informa- 
tion h I want to ask, throuprh you, the members of Government whether 
there are any undisposed of questions — I mean questions that remain 
to l>e answered. There is no a^ndu of “ Questions and Answers ” 
to-day. (’ertain questions were put by members on this side ot the 
House, and they have not been answered thouffh they were sent in in 
due time. 1 submit that there has been plenty of time for prepurinff 
the answers, and as we shall be adjourning to-morrow for a short 
period, 1 should like to know why no answers to (juestions have l)eeii 
iriven to-day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Sen Gupta, you have put a question, but 
you did not say to whom you put that question. 

Mr. il« M. SEN GUPTA: My question was put to the Members of 
Government through you, Sir, as to why we have no agenda to-day of 
“ Questions and Answers,” notwith.stunding the tact that some of the 
questions were |)ut a loiifr time npo. 

Mr. PRmOENT: Mr Sen (fiipta, so far as 1 am c'cmcerned. I 
have no answer to give to your question. I do not know why the 
answers to the questions you refer 1o are not i-eady. All that I have 
heard just now is that no answei's have come in. 

Maulvi ADUL NASEM: Sir, 1 fully understand why you have no 
answers to give, but you are the President of this Council and as 
such you rule it. The complaint from this side of the House is that 
there are qu^tions of which due notice has been given, and which 
have also been allowed by you, but to which no answers are forth- 
coming. We are tn the dark and do not know when the answers will 
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be itady. I submit. Sir, for your consideration, that all the queaticma 
of which due notice has been given should be printed and circulated 
to members and let Government answer them whenever they can. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think, Maulvi Sahib, you will not be able to 
point out any rule to the effect that there must be questions every day. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: Fnder the rules one hour is allotted to 
answering questions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You are not quite right, Maulvi Sahib. The 
rule means that the first hour shall l>e available for questions, pro- 
vided there are questions and answers. 

Maulvi ABUL KASEM: What I submit. Sir, is that the questions 
aie there, but if the answers are not ready, certainly we are not to 
blame. 


Mr. D. N. ROY: May we kiu»w. Sir, what (foverninent have to 
say about thisP 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Yes, I have no objection; The Leader of the 
House may, if be wants to, make any .statement. 

The Hofi^ble Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: The answers to the questions will be 
ready shortly and will be given during the c(oiise of this session. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is why no answers are ready to-day. 
I think it is desirable that you should make a statement to satisfy 
the House a.s to why no answers are ready to-day. 

Tha Hofl’blo Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: May I as an 

individual ineinWr of (tovernnieiit submit one p<dnt P So fur as I am 
aware, there is only one question to which I shall have to reply. The 
reason why the answer is not ready is that w’e have not yet received 
certain information called for, reiiiinderH have been issued to exjiedite 
the matter. 

Tbo HonHili Nawab Bahadur SAIYID NAWAB ALI OHAUDHURl, 
Khan Bahadur, of Dhanbari: The reason why answers are not ready 
is that it requires some time to make the iiec^essury inquiries. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think it jKwsihle to elicit any answer 
from the I^eader of the House which will satisfy the Omiicil. With 
regard to the rule itself, my interpretation of it is that the first 
hour shall be available for questions, provided there are questions 
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and aniweri* aad in the abaenoB of answers it is not possible to derote 
that hour to the questions of which notice was gfiven. But as a 
large number of members seem to feel aggrieved, 1 may admit some 
such questions as ibe Hon*ble Members and Ministers may be will- 
ing to answer. 

Mr. 0. N. ROYS What about the answers to supplementary 
questions ? 

Mr. FREtIDENT: The answers I am just told are not yet ready. 

Mr. S. 0. BOSE: May I ask the Hnn’ble Minister in charge of the 
Excise Department to let the House know whether he has granted 
a licence for an excise shop to one Sailendra Nath Chakraburtty P 
This (|Uestion was put by Mr. S. C\ Mukerji, a nominated member 
of this Council, more than 15 days ago. 

MINISTER in ohnrge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (EXCISE) (tho Hon’ble Nawab Musbarruf Hosain, 

Khan Bahadur). I am not prepared to answer this (luestion without 
inquiry. (Cries of “Can’t hear! “) 

Mr. P. C. BASU. l)t)es the 11 <»n’ble Minister feel it inconvenient 
to answer this (|uestionP 

Mr. PRESIDENT* That (juestion does not arise. 

Mr. 4. M. SEN GUPTA; Mun I, Sir, ]>ut a question to the Hon’ble 
Minister? Had he no hand in the grant of this lic^ence at all? I 
want to know if a licence was at all granted to one Sailendra Nath 
Chakraburtty. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; 1 think I should cleai* up a misapprehension. 
I do not wish that the ineiiil»erM on this side the House (pointing 
to the Congress block) should ask any tjuestions, written notice of 
which hiui ulready Wen received, Wcatise the answers to such questions 
are not ready. But if any inemlier has any (juestion. to ask with regard 
to any information that he considers to be urgent and important he 
may put it, 

Mr. S. C. BOSE: W'ill the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Excise Department be pleased to state whether the name of Sailendra 
Nath Chakraburtty was recomnieiided to him personally by a member 
of this 

Mr. PRBSIDBIiTi I do not allow that question; it is of a personal 
oharacter. 
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m. ^ooiiM CMAmNiA eyrrAi M»y i tk^ Hon bk 

Hi&ist«r lA cltorg® of tlie Excim DepartUM-nt if he haii artAally got 
nodee of this question which refers to the Editor of IVe-rofi^Ap 
Thii question arises out of the reply of the Hon'ble Minister that he 
could no* reply to the original question without inquiry. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I hme already ruled, Mr. Gupta, that you 
cannot ask questions of which notice has alrt^ady l)een given, or any 
questions arising out of them. 


Mr. S. C. BOSE: Will the Hon’hK* Minister in charge <d the 
Excise Department he pleased to state whether one Sailendia Nath 
Chakraburtty interviewed him personally for the grant of the licence? 

Mr. PRESlOBflT: I disallow that question on the same piound. 

Or. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state who*ber it is a fact that the Stute Medical Faculty 
of Bengal has been given the power of inspect ing medical schools — 
a power which was reserved for the Council of Medical Registration 
ot Bengal by a resolution of Government P 

(No reply). 

Mr; fVED MO. ATIQULLAH: I gave notice of a motion of no 
confidence ** in the two Ministers 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Order, Mr. Gupta is in possession of 
the House. 


Mr. dOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: AVill the Hon^de Minister in 
charge of the Excise Dejmitment W pleased to state if the case Mween 
Dinshaw and *Sorahji and Mazda Company came up for deidsion before 
him lately? 

Tha Hwrnm MU8HARRUP HOBAIRt IChan BMniImt 

Yes. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTAS Will the Hon’lde Miniiter 
be pleased to state whether in regard in his decision in tkis case, be 
indicated the policy he would follow in the decision before it wai 
given P 

(There were cries of ** Answer, answer,** as no reply was forth* 
eoning from the Han’ble Minister). 

Tta NmPMM NwMi MUBHARRMP NOBAMi, Mtai MMiPl 

I want notice of this question. 
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. Mr. ^OGEtN CHANDRA QUmTAs Will the Son’ble Minuter 
be pleased to state if one of the parties^ namely, Masda A Co., was 
instructed to engage a particular lawyer in this case? 

Tho Hofi’lila NtwMi MU8HARRUF H08AIN, KIimi Rahadiir: 

1 want fresh notice of this question. 

Mr. SYCD MD. ATIQULLAH: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Excise Department be pleased to state, for the informa- 
tion of the House, the names of the lawyers that appeared before him 
in the excise case? 

(No reply). 


Motions of no oonlMonoo In Ministort. 

Mr. SYED MD. ATIQULLAH: On a point of information, Sir, 
I gave notice of a motion of ‘‘ no confidence,’* and I want to know 
whether there is any bar to my getting your consent? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Atiqullah, if I remember aright, you gave 
notice of a similar motion a few days ago, and you had my consent 
to move it, but you did not do so. To-day two notices were placed before 
me, one over your signature and the other over the signature of Maulvi 
Nurul Huq Chaudhuri. As I gave you an opportunity before, but 
you did not avail yourself of that, I thought that this time I would 
better give my consent to the motion of Maulvi Nurul Huq Chaudhuri. 
You will l)e at liberty to speak on that motion if you so desire. 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: On a point of order, Sir, I do not wish 
to show in the slightest way that your ruling is wrong so far as this 
particular point is concerned, but 1 would like to know whether you 
wish to give to-day any ruling which is not covered by the facts of 
the case. Simply Wause a motion of “ no confidence ” had received 
your consent a few days ago and the member did not get up on that 
da^' to move it, is he not entitled on a subsecjuent date to get your 
consent on the same motion? I hojw that you will not give a definite 
ruling on this point to-day, having regard to the fact that two members 
have given notice of the satne motion to-day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Sen Gupta, I think you are partially right, 
as each case has got to be decided on its merits, having due regard to the 
circumstances under which it crops up. 

Maulvi NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURI: I rise to ask leave of the 

House to mofte motions of no confidence ” in the two Hon'ble 
Ministet. I hav^ given proper notice of tbe motions and I have 
received your consent. 
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plr. PRCilDENTi Maolvi Nurul Huq Ckaudhtirt hat askad for 
leata to move the following^ motions of “no confidence “ in the two 
Hoa’ble Ministers, namely that — 

This Council has no confidence in the HoiCble Tiiawub Musharruf 
Hosain, Khan Bahadur, the Minister for Education: and 

this Council has no confidence in the Hon'ble Raja Bhu|>endra 
Narayan Sinha Bahadur, of Nashipur, the Minister for Ijoeal Self- 
Government."’ 

Those memliers who are in favour of leave being gninted will 
please rise in their places. 

(The members rose and a count was taken which was found to be 
49.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The required number of meml)eis Wing in 
favour of the motion.s, leave is granted. The motions will he taken 
up on a date to be fixed by me. At this stage, I should like to 
have suggestions from members us to the most convenient date on 
which the motion should be taken up, although it rests absolutely 
with n»e as to what date should be fixed. 

Mr. 4 . M. SEN GUPTA: So far as this question is concerned, I 
think it is an ojHsn secret that for the last week or so there have been 
attempts to j»ut these motions fomord. For one reason or other, 
the motions were not actually put forward in the Council (’hamWr. 
Ncitices of the motions were given some days ago, but they were not 
moved on that particular day. If they were actually moved on that 
date, i)!ol>ul)ly the motions would have come up for discussion to- 
juoiTow, so I think that to-morrow is a very suitable day, and I 
submit, Sir, that having regard to the fact that the Council will not 
sit for some days after to-morrow, you will fix to-morrow for a dis- 
cussion of the subject. I do not think this is at all unfair to the 
Hon 'hie Ministers Ikk^uusc they have known |)erfectly well in the 
last few days that the motions were coming, and for them to plead 
in this House ignorance of the steps that were being taken for moving 
t|iese motions would not be quite correct. 

TIM Hoii’bM NawNb MUtHARRUP HOtAINp Kim iahidiiri 

Sir, so far as my friend Mr. Sen Gupta’s plea is concerned, namely, 
that we were aware that the motions were coming, I submit that this 
sort of thing has been going on for the last 7 or 8 days and as they 
could not get even 6 men to rise in their seats (Cries of Question, 
question “), we were perfectly justified in thinking that the motions 
might not come np after all. So we did not prepare ourselves to meet 
the attack. I pray to you, Sir, that you will kindly give us *8 or IR 
da3ri* time in order to get together all our supporters. (lAughter). 
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Mr. i. M. tin evrtAt 1 b that the reaion for deferting thi^ date? 


TIM H0fi*lifa llawab MUtHARIIUF HMAIN, Klmi 

Sir, we are the aceuaed and my friende to the right are the com- 
plainantff, and if they do not give us a patient hearing they will be 
doinir a great injustice. I simply re<iue»t them to give us some days 
in order to enable us to meet the charges they will bniii; against us, 
and I suggest that the 20th February is the best date for this 
discussion. 

(Again there was an uproar, and the Hon'ble the President called 
the members to order.) 

I ask for this indulgence from the House, and from you, Sir, 
and I doubt not that you will kindly fix the 20th February for the 
purpose. 

•tf. SYSO MOa ATiQULLAHs Sir, I should like to make one 
submission. One of the charges that I shall bring against the Hon'ble 
Ministers, especially against the Hon'ble Minister for Education, is 
of corruption, and in the interests of public purity they should not 
l)e given any further opportunities for practising corruption. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVem: Personally, as T live about ?100 miles away, 
I would much prefer the motions to l)e discusse<l t4)-morr()w (“ Hear, 
hear! "), but if I may say so, the op|w>sition party having tjiken the 
whole of the session uji to to-day to raise their 46, it seems scarcely 
fair to give only one day’s notice now to bring the motions forward 
for discussion. Therefore, though it will l>e a great inconvenience to 
myself, I should much prefer and my party also prefer it. a later 
date than to-morrow. 

Mr. IOC MM OMANIIRA QUPTA* With regard to the remarks 
of my friend Mr. Travers, may 1 say that it he sincerely believes that 
it has taken all this time to raise 46, then it is only meet and proper 
on the part of the Ministerialists that they should have the (|uestion 
decided iiiimediaitely or at the latest to-morrow, otherwise the number 
may go up le 60. The Hon'ble Ministers have had about 4 months 
time to consolidate their jiositidn, as the official term goes. The 
rumoinr is that a session was not fixed, ns is usual, in November 
because the Ministers 

Mr. RmtlRtllrY ton are out of order, Mr. Otq^ta. How do 
you infett that? 

m, MttRiir ilMmilR WMAT I aMde by your ruHug, Sir. 
'Wkf srh object to.trhUu bsiiig givefi is thtt there is no rule tlet toch 
tislo siouid be gtrun. Surely, Sir, if you #eie to boar aU aooctlifl 
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of Ike jokberiee that are being carried on by the Hon’Ue Miniaten, 
and which we shall expose when these motions are diecnssad, I think 
yon would not give them any further time to blacken the characters 
of smne people who are won over by doubtful means. To give time 
would be to allow some of the doubtful means— which aie by no m itann 
honourable— -to be employed by those in jwjwer. They can do whot- 
ever they like before to-morrow. There are many things pending, 
such as ap|>ointmeiits, etc., and if they want to di.s|K>.He of those mutters 
they can do so at once and consolidate their jmsition. To-morrow, 
particularly, is Wednesday, and the Calcutta dazcttr may appear 
the next day with the evidence of the gratitude of the llon'ble 
Ministers. 

Maitlvi NURUL HUQ OHAUOHURI: May T point out, Sir. tkat 
our unwillin^neHs to Urin^ these motions forward earlier was not 
due to our inability to fri»ther tojrether 4<i iiienil>ers, but IkH^uuse we 
thoup^ht that the fact of these motions would be taken advnntn^e of 
by certain unscrupulous jkersons to sijiieexe money out of the Ministers, 
if we brouffht them earlier?^ ( Lauj^hter). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. C'haudhuri, I do not allow you to I'ust 
auch a reflection on the conduct of the lloirble Minister 

Maulvl ABUL KA8EM; May ! make an observation 

Mr. PREBIOENTi Mr. Kasem, will you please resume your seat? 
You should not have risen while I was addressinjf the House. 

The llon’ble Minister has sujfjp*.sted the 20th of February as a 
auitalde date, but that is a (government day, and I do not know 
whether the lieader of the House will afirree to that. 

Tlw Hon’ble NawMi Bahadur 8AI YID NAWAB ALI CHAUDHURI, 
Khan Bahaduri of Dhanhari: Yes, Sir. We have no objection. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. J will now sum up the delwite. On this side 
of the House (poiutinif to the Oonjfress blor*k) it has been urjy^d that 
because the notice of “ no confidence " motions in the Ministers was 
given a few days ago by Mr. Atiqullah, the Ministers ought to have 
taken that as a sufficient warning and prepared themteives to meet 
any charges that might be brought against them. 8o far as that 
point is concerned, I do not agree with them. The Ministers could 
not be expected to take any definite action to defend themselves till 
the motions actually material i.sed. As rep^rds the 20th of February, 
which is a Government day, I understand that Government have no 
otyeotiaii if X take up the motion# on that date. Under the rules I 
have to obtain their consent to do so and that consent has been given. 
Monday, the I8th, also appears to me to be a suitable day* The 
Opposition may choose either of the tiro dates. 

le 
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Mr. il. M* ilN GUPTA: Since the choice between the two dates 
has been left to us, Sir, we should prefer the 20th. 

TIm Hon^to Mr. A. MARRs 1 submit that the motions shoxild be 
taken up after the presentation of the Budget. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, ceitainly. 

Mr. d. M. SEN GUPTA: Will the Council sit on that day from 
2-30 p.ni. to 7 p.iii. or adjourn at 5-30 p.iu., as announced? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, we sit at 2-30 p.m. If the Moslem member^ 
have no objection, we may continue the sitting after 5-30 p.m. , il 
necessary. Otherwise, the subject will remain oj»en for dis^mssion on 
the following day, I mean the 2l8t. So, I fix the 20th of February 
next, after the presentation of the Budget, tor this discussion. 


RESOLUTIONS 

(on mattors of gonoral public intorost). 

Separation of the offtoes of the Bengal Legislatiee 
Council and the Legislative Department. 

Srijut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: As Mr. Hahmiin is absent and 
as an identical resolution stands in iny name I, therefore, pray for 
leave to move the resolution standing in the name of Mr, Rahman. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y es, you can move resolution No. 4. 

MauIvi ABUL KASEM: With reference to this I beg to Bubmit 
that the aaeviber who gave notice of this particular resolution which 
has been balloted as No. 4 in the agenda paper being absent, the 
next resolution on the paper should have precedence over any other 
in the list. 

Mr. PRlBiOBNT: Any other member may move it with the 
permiesion of the President. 

BrIJilt NAQBNDRA NATH BlNl I bog to move that this Gmmial 
Tocommonds to the dnvemment that the offices of the Bengid Legis- 
lative Department and the Bengal Legtdative Council be aepanted 
with effect frmn the Ist April, 1929. 
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^. 1 * not a now or a novel resolution. It ha* W« adopted in 
th« Legidative Asaembly so far as that AaaemWy is «,«oerned and 
tb« itend which the Hon’ble Mr. V. .1. Patel. President of the Leds- 
iative AsMmbly, took in that matter is now a matter of history. 

With reffard to details of this resohifion 1 mav as well point out 
that what the Hoii’ble Mr. Patel said in his statement More the 
LcKislative Assembly on the 5th Septfanber, 1928, may profitably be 
worked upon here. Let us now consitler the statement that he made 
from his inisitinn in the Assembly: “The most essential demands 
contained in the .scheme were three: That the Assembly Office (in 
this case the office of the T.ejrislative (\mncil) should be .separat©<l 
from the Le|n«lati\e Department of the Oovernment of India (in 
this case the Government of Bengal) and he treate<l as an independent 
department and not merely as an office attached to any department 
of Government; secondly, that its principal officers and establishment 
should be under the control of the Assembly throuffh its president, 
and, thirdly, that the financial projiosal for the new department 
should be included in the annual budjret without any scnitiny by the 
Finance Department, the Assembly to l>e the final judpi* as to whether 
the pro[M>se(l ex|)en<liture was necessary. ” It was fonnulated in ji 
resolution moved on the 22n<l Septemlier last by Pandit Motilal 
Xehru in the Lepnslative .\vseii)hly and with rej^ard to the detaila 
of this resfdution 1 may a.s well put them liefore this Founcil and 
request the meml>ei-s to ctmsider them and a.sk Government, if this 
resolution is carried, to pHseed on the liiie.s indicated therein. 
That resolution of Pandit Motilal Nehru reads a.s follows; — 


“This House is strongly of opinion- - 


(a) that a separate Assembly Department should be constituted 
not later than 1st Deceml^er, 1928 (we have here 1st' 
April, 1929); 

(h) that the Government of India (in this case the Government 
of Ben^l) should take immediate steps to secure the 
sanction of the 8ecretar>^ of State to that part of tho 
scheme which reijuires his sanction; and 
(f) that the scheme submitted by the President (in this case the 
LefnslatiTe Council) and amended by the Gorernment of 
India (hero by the Govemment of Bengal) should bo 
modified so as to provide certain things/* 


I need not place anything in support of this resolution becauso 
it speaks lor itself and I can only adopt lor my own submission what 
was said by the Honlde Mr, Patel in his statement on the 5th Bop* 
tomher, 19^, that will be found at page 220 of tbs published report 
and I quote that: “As matters stand at present the Secretary of 
the Afsemhly owes no allegiance to it or to the President: he is for 
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all practical porposeB responsible to tbe Goirernor-Oeneral in Council 
In every question at issue between the Government and the repre- 
sentatives of the people he is bound to identify himself with Govern- 
ment. He is invariably nominated a member of the House and 
such he joins a party, votes with them, works for them and is one 
of them. Neither the Assembly nor its President has any authority 
over him and can therefore in any way control his conduct in any 
matter connected with the Assembly. The President cannot in the 
nature of thinKs therefore reprard the advice of the Secretary^ in 
oonne<.'tiun with the business of the Assembly as coming from a 
wholly impartial, unbiassed and independent source and it is natural 
for the same reason that the Assembly should desire radical reforms 
in tbe present state of things.” 

After very hard struggles the assent of the Secretary of State 
to the separation of the uflBces of the Legislative Department of the 
Government of India and of the Legislative Assembly has been 
obtained and the two offices have* been separated, Now the same 
reasons apply to this Council and I can only say in my own language 
that it is just like whut we are about, namely, the separation ot 
judicial and executive functions. This matter is not a new one. 
It will appear from the Despatch of the Government of India relat- 
ing to the constitution of a separate office for the Legislative Assembly 
which was laid (ui the table in the Assembly on the 17th September, 
1928, and that matter is as obi as the reformed Council and the 
Legislative Assembly lKH*ause we find that on the 5th March, 1921. 
Mr. E. L. Prii’e moved such a resolution before the liCgislative 
Assembly; it was continued till the 22nd March, 1921, by Dr. (now 
:8ir) Hari Singh Gour. In 1922, 1923, 1924, 1926 and 1927 identical 
motions had l>een i)laced before the Legislative Assembly to effect 
the separation of the liegislative Department of the Government of 
India and tbe Legislative Assembly. We find that it was in the 
year 1924 that the view of the Government of India on this question 
was definitely stated in reply to a question by Mr. K. C. Neogy in 
the following terms : “ The question was exhaustively examined 
Alter the lnchca|>e Committee submitted its re])ort and it has been 
decided that for the present, in the interest both of economy and 
efficiency, it is desirable that the business of the Legislature should 
continue to be conducted by tbe Legislative Department of the 
Government of India.” Since then a new light has dawned upon 
the members of the Government of India and both they and the 
Seeretary ol State for India in Council have assented to the separation 
as desired. 8o 1 think this Government will have no obje^ion to 
accepting this resolution and if it is so accepted, pftmsi<»i for it 
may be made in the forthcoming budget and effect be given to tlw 
rosolution from the lot April, 1929. 
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Whli regard to details I leave it to the Govemineat to work thenr 
out pid request them to work them on the line# adopted by the 
Assembly. In this eoiinei^tion 1 may atate that experiments have 
been tried in Madras, if I am not mistaken, in the Punjab and the 
United Provinces of Agra and Oudh with great succese and if this 
scheme has succeeded in United Provinces, Punjab and Madras and 
as it has also l)een recently introduced into the Assembly I do not 
see what objections Government can possibly have against its intro- 
duction here. Therefore I recommend this resolution to the membera 
c»f this House and that, if curried, W given effect to from the 1st 
April, 1929. 


Mfi Wa H. THOMPSON* The mover of this resolution has put 
it forward as a matter of principle hut 1 prefer, Sir, to consider it^ 
us it should be considered, as a domestic matter, and us this ia a 
domestic matter, possiblj’ the head of the household, the President 
himself, could give us the l)eet lead as to what should W done. 
Unfortunately, h(>wever. we shall not get an expression of his opinion 
unless we can contrive to bring a division to a tie. No doubt thia 
matter was part of the agenda and was considered at the recent meet- 
ing of Presidents of Legislative Councils held in Delhi, Init, Sir, if 
you will panlon niy saying so, you gentlemen w^ere remarkably se<’re- 
tive. Having no lead from you, Sir, we must consider the matter 
as we see it. We see, Sir, your Secretary a busy man during the 
sessions. We can imagine that he is fairly busy on the days previou* 
to the sessions hut the sessions last for a small poriion of the year 
only. Should he ndt be allowed to continue to do other work when 
the House is not in session? If we do not, I sec him sit with idle 
hands, ond idle hands are dangerous. If the Satanic Government 
allows its employees to sit with folded hands for u large ]>ortion of 
the year, be sure, Sir, that “ Satan himself will find some mischief 
still for idle hands to do.” But, Sir, to be serious. 

This question of separating and duplicating departments must 
necessarily mean duplication of expenditure and we in Bengal have 
little money to burn. PerhafMi after we had spent money on sucb 
a matter as ibis we should find that all we had done was to erect 
a new post-oSce and that is all that we fear we should do if we 
wifimpi this resolution. But, Sir, that is not my whole {mint. The 
leacdutiiMi recosnmends that this Council should have a Seereiaiy ott 
its own. If it were aeeepted, we should lay ourselves open to the 
invidious criticiaai that we have not only wasted money but that 
we have wasted it on ours^ves. 

3-15 p.m. 

miltill in Murfi tf LiCliLATIVi DEPAftTMINT 01m 
Mta^lc Sir Pnntik MmnEtr MitlM>s Sir, I may at once imy that 
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an one who ban been an elected member of the Houae lor a long 
time, I approach the question with every sympathy, but I am afraid 
that the renolution as framed cannot be accepted. 

Or. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: Why not amend it? 

TN Hon’tlli Sir PROVAtH GHUNDER MITTERs Just listen 

to me. 

The reeolution is: “This Council recommends to the Govern- 
ment that the offices of the Bengal Legislative Department and the 
Bengal Legislative Council be separated, with effect from the Ist 
April, The budget has already been prepared and under the 

rules Ihe budget must l>e settled before January. So far, therefore, 
as separation from the Ist April, 1929, is concerned, it is out of the 
question. But the question, as has been rightly pointed out by the 
mover, is one of vital importance. It has l>eeu accepted for the 
Legislative Assembly by no less an authority than His Excellency 
the Oovernor-tieneial. But, as Mr. Thompson has |>ointed out, that 
is approaching the (juestion only from the jwint of view of principle; 
but the ({uestion has to be approached not only from the point of 
view of principle, but the domestic aspect also must not be ignored. 
Therefore, I desire to place certain inateriaLs l>efore the House. 
Under existing arrangements, as members of the House are aware, the 
Bengal Legislative Defiartmeiit. which is a (iovernment Department, 
supplies the Legislative Coumdl with the necessary staff, and that 
staff d(H*.H the work of the Legislative Council. The staff of the 
Legislative Department consists <if a Secretary to Government, two 
Assistant Secretaries, one Registrar, one Legal Assistant, two superior 
clerks, Id other clerks and 5 typists. Well, this staff does the 
normal Government work us also the work of the Legislative Council. 
The noimal Government work consists of drafting of Government 
Bills, revising bye-laws, drafting subsidiary legislation and dealing 
with them, drafting notification, keeping up-to-date information about 
Statutes, BHtiili, Indian and local, printing and publication of Acts, 
obtaining and digeating opinions on legislation, and consultation 
work with regard to the different deportments. This is with regard 
to Government work. Then, the same staff also does legislative work 
of the Council and the main items of such legislative work are 
organisation of Legislative Council meetings, preparation for quee- 
tlons, exaiiiitiation and arrangement about tbe reeolutions and othMU* 
matters, examination of Bills in original, also amendments of Billi; 
also examination of Bills for tbe purpose of seeing whether the 
previous sauction the Governor4ieneral in Council is necessary, 
and, ultimately when those Bills are pa sse d, bringiiig them on to the 
Btaiute Book. 
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M9iw, it this staff is aeparated, tlieii wa ikall raquire wnMtkiftit 
lik« tile lollcywing staff for the Legislative Council : A fully qualified 
draltsman as Secretary; a fully qualified Legal Assistant on the staff; 
two good legal sub-assistants; some clerks and typists; and a number 
of reporters. At the present moment the reporters are supplied by 
the Government staff. Well, this staff will perhaps be sufficient for 
the normal work of the Legislative Council, but when heavy legis- 
lative work comes in like the Calcutta Municipal Act with 700 or SOO 
amendments, or the Bengal Tenancy Bill with 1,400 or 1,500 amend* 
ments, then this staff will be insufficient, and the House will have 
to consider what should bo done for heavy legislative work of that 
type. Well, there is not the slightest doubt that the present system 
makes for economy; there is not the slightest doubt that under present 
conditions the staff I have mentioned is kept busy throughout the 
year. Now, if we have the staff mentioned for the Legislative 
Council work it will practically be necessaiy' to have a similar staff 
for the Legislative Department', in other words the expenditure will 
be doubled. At the same time we want to approach this question 
with sympathy and find out ways and means which will be acceptable 
both to the House and to the Government, which is the custodian 
of the public purse. My suggestion is that a representative com- 
mittee of the Council be apiM>inted to inc)uire and report to Govern- 
ment and to Council on the following amongst other jwints: — 

(a) the additional expenditure necessary; 

il») albK!ation of duties of the Legislative Council staff, their 
aunil>er, qualificution, salary, etc. ; and 

fc) how far the Government's staff can utilised without detri- 
ment to any question of principle. 


T may mention that in the United Provinces they have no separate staff: 
the some staff is utilised for Government worit as also for Council work, 
but there is allocation of duties. We wrote to Madras, but we 
ctfuld get no infoimation as to what Madras was doing. W© are un- 
aware of what is done in the Punjab. As regards the I^egislutiv© 
Assembly the anangenient is different from that of the United 
Provinces. The committee should examine the Madras system, the 
United Provinces system, and, if the scheme has been adopted in 
'tSie Punjab, the Punjab system, and also the Assembly system, 
then there is the question of the recruitment of staff and in that con- 
wectiott I would draw the attention of the House that at the present 
moment, under statutory rules, His Excelleney the Governor appoints 
the Sfimtatr and aUo the two Assistant Secretaries. This is dona 
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iiA4#r Bole 5 af the Ben^l Leguilatire Council Bulee, printed at page 
277 Of the Council Manual. Under that Rule we have the followings 
pro^ieion 

The Secretary and such assistants of the Secretary as the Governor 
considers to be necessary shall be appointed by order in writing by the 
Governor, and shall hold office daring his pleasure.” 

Hon^ble members are aware that the Bengal Legislative Council 
Rnles are statutory rules, and hon’ble members are further aware that, 
under section 129 A of the Government of India Act, these rules cannot 
l)e changed either by the local legislature or even by the Legislative 
Assembly, so that one of the points made by Babu Nagendra Nath Sen 
will not arise in any case, and that is perhaps the reason why although 
His Etcellency the Governor-General was very sympathetic to the 
lasolntion of Pandit Motilal Nehru yet about the appointment of staff, 
he did not give the jKiwer to the Pre^ident. So far os our Council is 
concerned, under the present statutory ’rules, that jiower must vest in 
the Governor and this Council has no right to change the rule. Now,. 
Sir, another jMunt which this committee may usefully consider would 
be this: ns to what arrangements can lie made for controlling the staff* 
and the hnanciul arrangement of the staff. Well, in this connection 
the question arises that if it W arranged that the President should 
^control the staff — and that is, I understand, the position in the United 
piovinces then in his capacity as controller of the staff, the President, 
ns in the Unite<l Provinces, becomes the head of a deportment and 
(therefore becomes subject to Government orders. I am sure my 
hon’ble friends to my right would not like that, and that is a question 
which requires investigation. Therefore, shortly, the position 
of Government is this : We are quite willing to investigate the 
whole question — this iiiiportant domestic question — and we are quite 
willing to examine the question with every sympathy from the point of 
view of principle, but it does require examination, and if my bon'ble 
friend accepts iny assurance that a committee will be appointed te 
examine the whole question, he should withdraw the resolution. When 
this question is investigated the House will be in a better position to 
decide what the arrangement should be. On the other hand if mjr 
friend presses this resolution I shall have no other alternative than 
to oppose it, if not for any other reason, for the reason that it cannot 
be given effect to from the 1st of April, 1929, and also because, wbilo 
paying every attention to the principle involved, there is the question 
of finance, and Bengal is not too well off in this respect. There is also* 
the question — if you have a separate staff then that separate staff wiH 
remain idle pmetically for three-fourths of the year, and in this con* 
neciion I shoni j like^to place before the House certain materials. In 
th# yeer 192! the eat only for 60 days. Now the separate staff 

of iik» Legislative Council, let me assume will begin to be busy, i«y» 
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a wnth before the Council ait*. Then, in im it tat for 60 di^a; 
in m3 for 46 days; in 1924 for 28 days; in 1925 for 31 daya; in 1^ 
for 28 days; in 1927 for 27 days; and in 1928 for 52 day« when there 
wa« a very long session in connection with the Bengal Tenancy Bill. 

BIOHAM ONAMDRA ROYc Will the Hon’hle Member kindly 
tell us approximately how long it will take to examine the question f 

The Hen’bli Sir RROVASH CHUNOER MITTER: I um coming to 
that question. Even if the resolution is passed ami even if (Govern- 
ment were inclined to a<*c*ept it. then no effe<*t can \w given to it till 
March, 1930. In any case thei*e is a year liefore us. Supjiosiug we 
appoint a committee* and supposing the committee m'ommends the 
separation, we shall then la* in a far better jxisition and Government 
also will be in a far l)etter {position to come to a different decision and 
to arrange details. SupjKising we can hit u|x>n something by which 
the ex{)enditure <‘nn be luinimised and supfmsing that we cun deviie 
some means by which the luemlMTs of the staff will not remain idle, then 
all this will l>e in favour of separatiem. Tben. there is the question 
^>f princijde which lia.** lieen act^^pted for the l/egislative Assembly. 
Iherefore, if you jiass the resolution to-da> , >ou <lo not gain anything, 
on the other hand if you lU’cept my suggestion alM)ut the ajqxnntmeut 
of a committee, Government, although it might opjHise the resolution 
to-day, on further materials )>efore if, may change its views. 

3-30 p.ni. 

One objection is the question of mlditional ex{ienditure, and tha 
other objection is what are we to do with the staff which will remain 
idle for the hulk of the time. Therefore when we investigate into th# 
whole matter, we may change our views, if these ]K)iniH can V>e satisfac- 
torily met. 

There are also two other mutters to which I should draw the atten- 
tion of the House. In the legislative Assembly the Secretary la a 
member of the House. He has often to rise on points of order oia 
behalf of Government. Here from the beginning we have followed ih# 
practice that the Secretary of the LegislaiiTe Department, who is also 
the Secretarj' of the Council, should not be a member of the Honaet 
and up till now no complaint has been made. We had a number of 
Presidents, and no President felt embairaased because of the fact that 
the Secretary is a servant of Government. Well, even if the proponed 
system be introduced, under the statutofy rules your new Secretary 
will have to be appointed by the Governor. That is also a point wludi 
the non-official members may take into consideration, and alter the 
iaveetigatiiiii both Goveminent and the members of this House will bt 
im a belter position to oonstder the principle involved in H 
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Or. Of OH AN CHANORA ROY: WiU the Hon'ble Member amure 
tu that he will have the report of the committee ready before the July 
leMion P 

Tha Hafi*bla Sir FROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: I shall try, but 
I cannot make a definite promise because naturally the Government 
Members and the members of this House will be very busy till the end 
of March, and 1 must consult the members of this House and the 
Government Members as to what sort of committee it should be. 

Mr. 0. N. ROY: Who will appoint the committee? 

Tht HOfl*bla fir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Government. 
After the heads of reference have been settled and the committee 
appointed after selection of members, it may be possible to have 
the report of the (X)mmittee in July, but I cannot say definitely; I 
ehall try. You cannot have anvthin^f done effectively till April, 
1930 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANORA ROY: If the matter is brought for- 
vrard in January next year, the same (om plaint will arise, unless the 
life of the present Council is extended. 

The Hon'ble Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: That is a {lomt 
on which I was going to say something. Nobody knows when the 
present ('ouncil will l>e dissolved. Even if the House l>e dissolved in 
November, and if the committee l>egin8 its work in July and finishes 
its sittings in August, this (^oun<‘il will still Ih* in existence, and there 
is no reason why we should gi> Wyond August. In any case if the life 
of this Council Im* prolonged, the <piestion will not arise: if it l)e not 
prolonged, even then the (ptestion w’ill not arise. Thereff>re, I hope 
my friend wdll see his way to withdraw the resolution. 

tHJilt NAGENORA NATH SEN: Mr. Thompson has raised some 
objections vrlilttli have Wn reiterated by the Hoii’ble Sir Provaah 
Ghunder Mitter, but it is a mutter of extreme regret that the same 
fuT coat theory of Lord Morley has been applied in this case. Fur 
oonta are meant for Canada and not for India. The separation question 
lias been hanging on in this country for some time, and although the 
Govemmeiit of Madras and the Fnited Provinces have been able to 
make a separation, it is regrettable that our Government have not seen 
ibeir way to take anv action up till now. But in view of the assurance 
given by the Hbn’ble Member I am ready to withdraw my resolution. 
1, therefore, ask for leave of the House to do so, Hut at the same time 
T reanest the Rcm’hle Member so to constitute the committee that it 
ma^ be a representative one and that action may be taken forthwith. 
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inotioii of Srijut Nagendra Natk Sen wm, hy len^ of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

Tilt Hon’Mt Sir PROVASH CHUNDtR MITTlRs Thej^ are a 
number of other resolutions on the same subject, namely, Nos. 16, 4b 
and 65. This decision should cover them all. 

Dr* SIDHAN CHANDRA ROYs It would be better if you call 
upon those gentlemen who are present whether they would like to move 
it or withdraw it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House has given leave that a particular 
matter should be withdrawn and that is tantamount to a decision of 
the House that it should be withdrawn. 

Dr. DIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: I think it would be l)etter if those 
gentlemen were given an opjKirtunity now to express their view in the 
matter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not think it i.s necessary to do so. 

The following identical resolution standing in the names of Srijut 
Nagendra Nath Sen, Maulvi Khorshed .Uam Ohoudhury and Mr. Syed 
Md. Ati(|ullah were legnrdtHl, by leave of the Council, withdrawn: — 

“ I'his (\)uncil recommends to the Government that the oflicers of 
the Bengal T^*gislative Department and the Bengal liegislafive Council 
be seiwrated. with effect from the 1st April, 1920.” 


Hmm ullowinot to ttm minlitoriol oflloon of tho Etngol Soorotariot. 

Mouivi KHORSHED ALAM CHOUDHURY: I l>eg to move that 
this Council recommends to the Government that all the minisiorial 
officers and typists of the Bengal Secretariat be given a house allow- 
ance, with effect from the 1st A|ml, 1929, calculated at the rate ol 
20 per cent, of the pay of the lower division assistants and typists 
and 8 per cent, of the pay of the upper division assistants. 

In moving this resolution I beg to state that the matter is so 
patent that it hardly requires any elaboration or special mason in its 
•upport. 

All the Presidency towns have pmvisions for free quarters or house 
rent allowance for ministerial officers. Even the poor Province ol 
Behar and Orissa has also provision for free quarters. The Eastern 
Bengal Railway and Postal Department, etc., are entiUed to this con- 
eesaiott in Oalcutta. It is only the Bengal Government who are VHnd 
to this question although in Calcutta the problem is moel aciite. 
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The cost of living is very high in Calcutta and it is all the more 
so on account of the house rent. I trust that Govemment will do 
the needful in this connection. 


Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: I know that the clerks and typists referred 
to in this resolution are a most desen'ing and hard working body of 
men and 1 do not want my few observations in regard to this resolu* 
tion to be considered as in any way preventing the consideration of 
their case. But there are a few genenil (»l)«ervations on this and other 
such resolutions later on which have for their object an increase of 
imy or allowances, from the pr.int of view* of one who believes that it 
is most desirable that all Govemment employees should be poid rea- 
sonably and w’ell and also has in considenition the genenil body of 
tax-payers in the fa’ovince. The first considenition which I wish to 
bring before the C'ouncil is in regard to the cost of living. I think 
it is most desinible before any resolution such as this is determined 
that the (Viuncil should have some pnwif whether the cost of living 
has risen or the reverse. One knows that at home the TjalK)ur Depart- 
ment compiles such statistics regularly and they are issued to the press. 
1 would HUgg<*st to the Government that at least they should take the 
initiative in this direction in this province now. The figures iu rela- 
tion to the cost of living would lie of the utmost value to the members 
of this (Viuncil in <‘onsidemtion of a point such as this and also gener- 
ally to all producers and emidoyers of labour and to employees them- 
selves, and I hofie that Government will in future make up their mind 
to have a de|iortraent responsible for the figure. My own opinion is 
that the cost of living has risen and that it will (‘ontinue to rise so 
long as the representatives of this country iu the I/egislntive Assembly 
press for a protective tariff which makes the cost of all necessities 
jise. In regard to the question of the f*ost of living one must define 
ihe position actually. There is a rise in this province not only in 
the cost of living but also in the standard of living and it is quite 
uatuml that it should he so. Education is slowly improving and 
extending and liluigs which were considered to be luxuries some LO 
or 15 years ago are now almost necessities, and it is in regard to tea, 
for instance, that it should be so, and the more it becomes a neoee* 
illy, the more will the Hon'ble Minister and myself be pleased. I 
do not know to what extent the cost of living has risen in CyouUa, 
but I do know that the cost of living has increased very much up- 
oountry and it has increased more in the up-country districts than 
in Chlctttta. In Jalpaiguri the typists in Govemnient offices are having 
greater difficulty! in making both ends meet than in Cycntta. What 
I would suggest to the mover of the resolutioii is that piecemeal allow- 
metm of this description art not advisable. I think that if these allow- 
anoes are necesaary they should be given to the whole body of men 



EESOLmriONS. 


153 


im.] 

raipired to iu this resolution whether they Ut® in Calcutta or ufvcoun* 
try. That is a Tory serious thingr and I know it would involve a lariire 
expenditure in this province; and to allow the (\mncil to make up its 
mind on so important a resolution like this, 1 think an inquiry is 
necessary in le^ird to the cost of livinjr. 

3-46 p.m. 

Secondly, ae should know how many and how uumemus are the 
typists and clerks not only in Calcutta but all over the pruviiic*e and, 
thirdly, we ought to knoa- whether indeed the finances of this jiro- 
vince permit us to allow su<‘h an increased allowance or |Hiy to tyjHsta 
and clerks who are in the employ of (Government. 

SECRETARY to GOVERNItENT, DEPARTMENT of FINANCE 
(Mr. A. Coisalls): Sir, the substance of this resolution has come 
before this Council more than once. Its form is somewhat different, 
however, in that it recommends a house ullowaiu'e instead of altering 
or increasing the scales of pay as in the former resolutions. Just 
about a year agt), in Kebruurj' last year, the ('ouncil rejected a res4>- 
lution which pro|M>setl to niise the scale of jaiy of the clerks in the 
lower division of the Secretariat. The (luestion was again considered 
by the Council when a resolution was moveil last August and on that 
occasion the (’ouncil imssisl a resolution that the pay of the lower 
division assistants Ik' increased and also that the |my of the typists 
be increased. The reasons urged then vrere mainly laised on the c^st 
of living, and in reply it was statml on behalf of (Jovernment that 
there was no evidence to show that the cost of living had risen Insyond 
the 1921 figures or at any rate it had not risen sutticiently to justify 
the increase jiroin-sed. Another reason given, which still Indds good, 
was that the finances of the province could not stand the exi>endituje 
involvcnl. The economic grounds for enhancing the jwiy of the clerks 
of the Secretariat als<» apply to the other offices in ('alcutta and in 
the neigh bo uiIumkI of Calcutta and would mimiii k* similarly extender! 
to ail the offices throughout the jirovince. 

Mr. Travers has suggested that if any change has tr> be made it 
should be bused upon inquiries not only in (-alcutta but also in the 
mufassol so as to ascertain whether the scales f»f |wiy outside the city 
are sufficient for present day needs; that is to say, before any change 
is made, an inquiry should be made similar to that held in 1920 when 
Mr. McAlpink Ommiitee investigated the whole question ami when 
on their report the present scales of pay were introduced. 

1 wish to support that suggestion and 1 suggest that any piecemeal 
change such as that suggested in the resolution would not jnttiii* 
able and that no action should be taken until we know exactly what 
the position is. One has a general impression that ^e coat of Using 
has not increased so enormously if at all but there ate no detailed, 
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occnrate and comprehensive figures which can be produced to point 
to any exact figure of increase. Mr. McAlpin^s Committee gave full 
details. This was only 8 years ago and I doubt whether the 
has come to make another gcnenil inquiry into all those details again and 
to consi<ler whether an increase should he given generally not only in 
Calcutta hut throughout the pmvince. Considering the financial posi- 
tion of the province, it w<aild seem that such an inquirj^ at the present 
time would be more or less of academic interest because from experience 
one knows that, even if increased nites of pjiy wei'e given they would 
cost many lakhs ol rujH^es and money simply does not exist in the 
province. 8o 1 suggest that the piesent moment is not a suitable one 
for emlmrking on this inquiry. So far from the point of view of the 
cost of living. On the <ither hand I can only rej)eat what was said 
before when the (|uestion was considered, that considering the scales 
of pay iwid by other emidoyers (iovernment has no reason to feel 
ashamed, but that the Ooveniment rate is not less than the scale of 
imy obtainable elsewhere. It is still an attractive .sel'^'ice both for 
clerks and typists. Largi* niiml»ers of applications are received and 
so long us thjit condition exists, provided that a reasonable rate of 
pay is given, and cou.Hidering the economic iKwition of the country* 
and the rates of pjiy given to similar men in other spheres, I suggest 
that there is no reasim why ex]s*nditure should he increas^ ut 

the present time. 

MEMBER in oluirge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (the Hofi’blo 

Mf« Ai MOfr)S Sii*, I slu^uld just like to add one word to what 
Mr. (’assells has said. Mr. ^1 ravers has raised the question of the cost- 
of-living index in Oreat Britain. I may tell him that since the time 
the Board of Trade index has been imblished at Home, it has never 
been accepted either by the employers or by the employees. One 
side maintains that the figures are too high and the other side that 
they are too Igw. 

A$ regartls India, of coin*se I depend on my memory but I think it 
waa in 1924 tbot tbe instance of the Government of Bombay the 
Government of India addresseil all Govemmenta as regards the possi- 
bility of arriving at a cost-of-living index for India. The matter 
was gone into very thoroughly indeed and I think it was the letter 
of the Bengal Government that exploded the whole idea. We proved 
that for instance, for the city of Calcutta as many as 20, 30, or even 
more different indexes would lie required to cover the different layers 
of society. When I was in Delhi in 1925, the Economic Enquiries 
Committee took tup the question and we discussed it very thoroughly 
one whole morning mid came to the conclusion that it was an almost 
hopeleei problem as there was no machinery at hand to produce a cost« 
ofdiviag Index even in a local area, apart from a province as a whole. 
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The motion of Mauivi Khorshed Alam Choudhnrr was tlien put and 
a division was taken with the followin^^ irsnlt : — 

AYES. 


atsai* llaiiivi tystf iiMiMiiHiiaa. 

AHaaMi, Maiitvi AtiamMia. 

AhMAMl, MAUlvi KatiniAdin. 

Aaniad, KAan amaadur Maalvi tmadaddia. 
Atiaattal** Eyad Md. 
iiiaiai, tabu RamM CNandra. 
ianarjaa, Or. PraaiatHanatli. 

•aiiariaa, tabu Sraaiatba Natb. 

Baaa, aabii Bajty Kriabna. 
aaaa« Mr. tubbaa Cbandra. 

Cbakrabvrtiy, Baba datindra Natb. 
Cbakravarti, Babu daflndra Cbandra. 
Cbattarjaa, Srijat Bijay Kamar. 
Cbaadbary, Maaivi Kborabad Alam. 

Oat Bapta, Or. d. M. 

Oatta, Baba Akbli Cbandra. 

Oantalyi Baba Kbagtndra Hath. 

Bbatt, Baba Amartndra Nath. 

Obatb Maatik, Mr. Satytndra Cbandra. 
Gupta, Mr. daftth Chandra. 

Haaat, Kail Bmdadal. 

Haq, Khan Bahadar Maaivi Ekramal. 
Hutain, Khan Bahadar Maaivi Sytd 
Maqbul. 


Karim, Maaivi Abial. 

Kamm, Maaivi Abal. 

Khan, Khan tablb Maaivi Maaiiam All.. 
Khan, Maaivi Tamiiaddin. 

Main, Baba Mabtndra Natb. 

Maitra, Sri|at daeandra Nath. 

Makar Jaa, Brijat Taraknatb. 
hal Ohaadhari, Mr. Ranlit. 

Rahman, Maaivi Bhamtar*. 

Ray, Baba Nagandra Narayan. 

Ray, Or. Kamad Bankar. 

Ray, Brijat Radha Btbinda. 

Ray, Baba Manmatba Natb. 

Roy. Or. Bidhan Cbandra. 

Roy. Mr. Bijoy Bratad Blngh. 

Roy. Mr. O. N. 

Roy, Mr. KIran Bankar. 

Roy Choudhari, Rai Bahadar Batyandm 
Nath. 

Barbadhikari, Or. Bir Oava Broaad. 
Bafkar, Baba Naliniranjan. 

Ban, Brijat Nagandra Nath. 

Ban Oapta, Mr. J. M. 


NOES. 


Blair, Mr. J. R. 

Caatant, Mr. A. 

Chaadhari, tha Han'bla Nawab Bahadar 
Baiyid Naorab AH, Khan Bahadar. 
Cohan, Mr. 0. J. 

Oath, Mr. A. 4. 

Orammond, Mr. d. B. 

Forraatar, Mr. d. Campball. 

Fyfa, Mr. d. H. 

Obnaa, Mr. M. C. 

Ollabriat Mr. R. N. 

Nogg, Mr. S. F. 

Haaain, tba Hon'blo Navrab Mvabarraf, 
Kban Babadar. 

dankina, Or. W. A. 

Laird, Mr. R. B. 

Marr, tba Han'bla Mr. A. 


MaClaakia, Mr. B. T. 

Mittar, Rai Bahadar Manmatba Hath. 
Mittar, tha Han'bla Bir Provaah Obandar. 
Mobarly, tha Han'bla Mr. A. N. 

Ormond, Mr. B« 0* 

Philip, Mr. d. Y. 

Philpot, Mr. H. 0. V. 

Pranuaa, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Roaa, Mr. 0. P. 

Binha, tha Han'bla Raja Babadar 
Bhapandra Narayan, 

Btaplatan, Mr. N. I. 

Tata, Major<Oanaral Oadfray. 

T h am pa a n , Mr. W. H. 

Travara, Mr. W. L. 
wardav rar th, Mr. W. 0. 


The Ayes beinjj: 45 and the Noes 30 the following motion wa» 
carried : — 

** This Cotmcil rmmmends to the Oovemment that all the 
ministerial officers and typists of the Bengal Secretariat be given a 
house allowance, with effect from the 1st April, 1929, calculated at the 
rate of 20 per cent, of the pay of the lower division aggistants and 
typists and 8 per cent, of the pay of the upper division assiirtaiiti.’’ 

Mr. ^mtlDillT: The decision on this resolution wipes out the 
similar resolution standing in the name of Srijut Nagendra Nath Sen 
(item No. 4l of the Inst). 
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f ffaol givtn to roioliitioii r^;irdliig iino-oporitors oarrM in Ootmotl. 

Bobu KHAQBNOIIA NATH CANCULYl Sir, I have been request, 
od by Mr. Subbas Chandra Bose to move the resolution standiug in 
his name, and I want your permission for that purpose. 

Mr. PRitIDBNTs Yes, you have my permission to move it. 

Bobu KHACENORA NATH GANGULY: Sir, I beg to move that 
this Council recommends to the Government that immediate effect be 
given to the resolutions passed by this Council on the 10th February, 
1928, and I8th August, 1928, re8i)ectively, urging the abolition of 
piece system amongst the lino-operators and the appointment of a com- 
mittee of officials and non-officials for inquiring into the grievances 
of the Bengal Government Press, Jail and Forms Press, and the 
Settlement Presses in Bengal. 

Sir, the resolution that I intend to move in this House raises wider 
issues than what affect the press workers under the Government of 
Bengal, vii., whether the resolutions passed in this House would 
merely be confined within the proceedings of this Hoxise or whether 
they are to l>e tarried out by the Executive as considered decisions. 
It is generally accepted that the Goveininent, which is the largest 
employer of lalx^ur, should also be an example to all other employers 
in the treatment it accords to the wotkei-s. It is. indeed, an irony of 
fate that in a country where the aisdogists of the irresponsible bureau- 
cracy justify the continued maintenance of its inesponsible character 
on the ground that an alien ruling class is alone capable of taking a 
detached view and protecting the ina.sses fn)m the designing manoeuvres 
of the intcdligentsia, the workers under the Government should be 
treated in a way calling for the severest condemnation from all sec- 
tions of the people. The latter point referred to in this motion is 
about the appointment of a committee to inquire into the conditions 
under which persona employed in the different presses under the 
Government of Bengal work. Why do the Govemment fight ahy of an 
inquiry? Of late, it has been the fashion of a section of the Press, of 
the employers, and of some of the highest officials to make our flesh 
with accounts of ** Red acUvities, revolutbns that may be 
engineered from Mowsow, and strikes, fomented not with a view to 
improve the economic condition of the workers hut with a view to 
demolish the social #nicture. All thisee things have been 
often that even the solenmHy wiGi which they have been placed before 
the public has been unable to convince it of the impending disaster 
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MA “ threatened. The public at the aanie time hm 

WBf been alow to notice that all these efforts to scare us out of our wita 
Mre not been attended with any earnest desire to trace the evil to its 
or to ascertain the real causes which have led to the prseent 
inoustrial unrest. Ihe failure on the part of Government to give 

prompt effect to the resolution for an inquiry into the conditions of 

its press workers can lead to one conclusion — inevitable and obvious 

vii., that the inquiry may bring (o light fiu^ts which might be awkward 

and difficult to explain away. It may reveal, for instance, that the 

answers which the Hon ’hie Member-in*charge has given from time to 
time to inter{»e]lation8 on the matter ol pi'ess workers, as supplied to 
him hy the very agency most intewsted in the suppression of truth, has . 
not always tallied with hard and inexorable facts. It may reveal, for 
instance, that valuable press mar'hinery has been imported only to he 
stocked ill the lumber-room, and sometimes to be disposed of at less 
than half the price. It may reveal, for instance, that while the 
supervising staff has been numerically strengthened during the last 
fifteen years and their salaries have been considerably increased, the 
actual output of work has considerably decreased ; a^hereas the number 
of workers has been drastically reduced and those that remain have 
had their earnings reduced. It may reveal, for instance, that 
favouritism and neiKitism have been rampant and that while eftiidency 


has been shelved, sulwervieiu'e and similur other attributes have been 
amply rewarded. It may reveal, for instance, that a considerable sum 
of public money bus not lieen properly accounted for, while those who 
are ultimately resp(»nsible for efficient supervision have Wn promoted-* 
the emls of justice being met by punishing some jietty officers. It may 
alsfi reveal, for instance, how workers afflicted with lead-fMiisoni ng 
find it extremely difficult, if not imfiossible, to get rom}>ensation ns 
provided for under the Workmen's Compensation Act. I could enu- 
merate various items to give the House an idea of the character of the 
revelations that may follow a real and sifting inquiry into the condi- 
tions of the workers in a department of Government, (he imporUmce 
and utility of which in the conduct of their business cannot be over- 
estimated. It has been announced that a Royal Commission would be 
appointed to go into industrial grievances. It would be premature 
to anticipate whether the terms of reference or its personnel will make 
it necessary that it should be boycotted. But it is evident from the 
number of resolutions tabled in this House, as well as in the Assembly, 
for committees to inquire into the condition of woTkem — ^railway 
workers and press wwkers — that there is a strong public feeling agaiiist 
ihe glib taBcs about communist activities and lelueiance to face facts. 
TFbe Indian public wants to know how tbe professed trustees of the 
massfifi T refer to the Oovemmmit — treat their workeiv* and how far 
that tiuatmeni can be held out as an example to private esoflpfers 
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fcaring far less resources and advantages tkat tke State naturally bas. 
When I say this, I do not forget the famous saying of an official that 
the Government is not a philanthropic concern, but is run on business 
lines. But while the taxpayer naturally wishes that his hard-earned 
money should be economically and efficiently used, he certainly does 
not intend that all the philanthropy should be reserved for the favoured 
few, while the relentless system of exploitation should be the 
'' business-like ” principle, to be applicable to the poor, bard-work- 
ing many— who are ill-housed, ill-fed, ill-educated, and who cannot 
even get themselves properly treated when ill. 

Regarding the first part of the resolution, which recommends that 
the lino-operators should be placed on a salaried basis, I need take even 
less time than I took in explaining to the House the necessity of giving 
effect to the second. But before I do it, I should like to invite the 
attention of the House to a curious lack of uniformity in the condi- 
tions of employment of the press workers under the various departments 
of this Government as well as of the Central Government, though their 
place of work and the nature of work may be the same. The Govern- 
ment of India Press at Hastings Street, the East Indian Railway 
Presses at Pairlie Place and at Howrah, the Eastern Bengal Pr e ss at 
Sealdah, and, last but not the least, the Bengal Government Press, tbe 
Jail and Forms Press at Alipore, and the iSettlement Presses in the 
mufassal, reveal differences to an extent which would have been justi- 
ffable if the workers lived and worked as far apart a.s Honolulu or 
l^apland and the nature of their work equally differenl. The lino- 
operators in the Bengal Government Press enjoy the unique, though 
not enviable, privilege of working under piece system, while their pro- 
totypes in other presses, Government or private, are all salaried hands. 
The veiy’ nature of their work is such that it makes them dependent on 
several factors over w'hich they have no control, e.g., the failure of 
gas or electricity, the time that the mechanist may take to repair a 
machine which suddenly goes out of order, etc. Repeated representa- 
tions have been made to the authorities for placing these men on a 
salaried but to no effect. There is another peculiar feature 

incidental to the nature of their work, which enlists sympathy on their 
behalf. The constant heat amidst which they have to work affects 
their health and disables them earlier than tbe workers in other depart- 
ments. Now, the piece system presents a peculiar contrast to tbe 
salaried system in this that while tbe longer tbe period of service 
under the latter lystem the larger ie the salary expected, whereas in tbe 
piece system tbe earning is in inverse ratio to tbe growing age of the 
worker, iMk^ause while he gains in skill and efficiency he loees in physi- 
Oil str^gth" and ^energy as he advanoes in years. A lino-worim, 
Hierofore, iriio a|es fast, begins to find his earnings oonridemidy 
reduced, even when he has hardly passed the prime of his lilt. I 





gaHMg« the OownuaeBt to ^ve me . «ngle iiwtoiiM wh«i« a Uao- 
f^pemtor has lived op to soch an age in their service as to enjoy pea- 
^Sum, which is allowed to the permanent piece workers, even on the un- 
fair basis of his earnings during the lost sin yeaiw->a i>eriod when he 
earns the least. I need not reproduce here the various defeids of the 
piece system as it obtains in this country under the Government, ns 
opposed to what prevails in Euro|)e and America. They have been 
discussed in this House as well as elsewhere more than once. I need 
only point out the [HHuliar clisadvnntuges under which liini-oiierators 
labour, over and above those which are incidental to the system itself. 

In conclusion, I ap]>eal to the House to vindicate its owm dignity 
by passing this resolution w'hich is to let the Government |>en'©ive 
that we do not consider that our duties end with merely passing resolu- 
tions, but to see that they are given effect to. The case for the workers 
affected is irresistible, and immediate measures should be taken on the 


lines suggested by the House in its previous resolutions. With these 
remarks, I commend my resolution to the acceptance of the House. 


Mr. W. L. TRAVERS: Sir, some years ago a (*(»mmittee was 
appointed to inquire info the grievances of workers in the Government 
Press, Bengal, and I hap|)eued to be a member of that committee, 
together with three or four other members of this Council. Now, Sir, 
in the initiative, we looke<l ui^on this inquiry with a good deal of 
sympathy, because when we vrent to the Prt»s8 — as we did several 
times — we found that, speaking generally, the workers looked as though 
they worked too hard and had insufficient relaxation. We made a 
very careful inquiry; we listenwl to the case of the workers which 
was put before us by Mr. K. C. Ray Chaudhuri, who was also a mem- 
ber of that committee, and we came to the conclusion that the workers 
had a number of legitimate grievances. Now, Sir, when I say legit i- 
mate grievances I mean that there were a numlier of things which the 
employees might in all justice and fairness ask to be put right. We 
eubmiUed our report with a oonsidmuble number of proposals and 
reoommendatiems. I do not know w'betber the bofiMde mover bits read 
our report, nor do I know whether all the proposals have bi*ett given 
effect to. But, Sir, I think that if all our proposals were accepted, 
the men who are now employed in the Alipore Press would not ha%w 
any real cauae for complaint, unleaa conditions have altered consider- 
ably dnoe the time we submitted our report. There was one ihiiig, 
heeides those grievances which we tried to have righted, which struck 
me very much, and that was that in connection with the employiiient 
of theee men there were endless opporfimities for the starting of oo- 
opmtive eooietiei. In my i^nion, io-opemtive societies would help 
It iie e men In many dtrecitoiia. If I myself lived in Chlimttn, I wonM 
fcawe ntimapted to bring some societaM into operalioo, and 1 mmU 
mm pttt angfistion forward lor the benefit of those who wiA 
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to lielp tho operatives ol tlie Press. They should try to get into opera* 
tion, first of all, a co-operative shop. 1 think that such a shop would 
supply many necessities to these men and would keep them out ol the 
hands of the money-lender. 

Sir, there is one point in this resolution to which I take great 
ol^ection, and that is the proposal for the abolition of the piece-work 
system. The committee went into this system very thoroughly and 
carefully. It is a matter which I have studied in regard to labour 
conditions all over the world. Now, Sir, piece work has this great 
advantage; it allows the good, smart and clever worker to earn wages 
in proportion to his skill and if you alndish this piec*e-work system 
you bring the whole thing down to the slow and slovenly worker and 
I do not think that would be fair at all. 


4-16 p.m. 

The HofPble Mr. A. MARR: 1 shall not take up much of the time 
of the House in discussing this matter because it has already been 
discussed ad nauseam. I take the second point first — this question 
of a committee. The hon’ble mover seems to think that we are fight- 
ing shy of a committee. Mr. Travers pointed out that a committee 
was appointed in 1926 of which he was a member, as well ns 
Mr. K. C. Bay Cliaudliuri. The committee was presided over by 
Mr. McAlpin; it went iut<» the grievances of the press employees and 
also into every (luestion that was put liefore them and finally made 
a rejmrt — uu excellent rejMirt. They made 11 recommendations and 1 
am rather surprised (hat Mr. Travels does not know what hap{>ened 
to those recommendations. 


Mr. W. L. TRAVERS. 1 w’as never informed. 

Tht Hgn’blu Mr. A. MARRs In August last (1 thought that while 
Mr. Travers was on leave he would have had the curiosity to read the 
re{>orts of the discussions in this House) 1 pointed out, and 1 do not 
think I need go into them in detail now, that 9 out of those 11 xuoom- 
mendations were accepted ns they stood and were given effect to at once. 
One of fkw x'^mmenda lions, namely, that a Works Committee should 
be eetablishea, waa not given effect to and the last of the eleven 
recommendations to the effect that a suitable provident fund for future 
employees be started, we were prepared to give effect to at once, bat 
are awaiting the reenlts of the inquiries of the Government of India 
who are trying to frame rules for a provident fund for the employees 
of thinr pmses. As soon as we get those ml^ are shall adopt them. 
So out of the 11 recommendations of that committee we have 
given effeoh to 10« That shows how shy we are of oommitteee. 

As regards the first part of the reeoltttion<-4lie aholilaoii ol the pieoe 
•yetem — ^the queetlfin has be^ disouased several times ia tlda House 
and I have nothing to add. Mr. Txavera has oxplaased that he want 
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ilto the metier and that he is strongly against the aboUtioii of the 
piece system. That is the condosiou that we have all come to, I 
do not know if the hon’We mover has ever been to onr press \ I ask 
him* [Babu Kbagenmu Nath GANortv : No/] I repeat my challenge, 
a challenge I made before, and say that the Government of Bengal 
Press is not only the best press in Calcutta but is the best press on 
this side of India. I would invite him and I am prepared to take any 
member of this Council at any time they like round our |u*ess. 

KHACiNDRA NATH GANGULY I I am soit>' that the 
Hon’bl© Member for Government did not see his way to aci^pi the 
resolution. I am not speaking of the re(*ommendatioiis of the Inquiry 
Committee of 1926 but I am hero indicating the jKdioy embiHlied in 
the two resolutions passed by this Council on the 10th February, 
1928, and 18th August, 1928. About that the Hon’hle Mr. Marr has 
said nothing. He has only sjayken of the recoin in eiulati on s of the 
Committee and how many recommendations of that Committee have 
been given effect to. I am not dealing with that; that is a matter of 
the past. What I am asking is that something must lie done to vindi- 
cate that jadicy by giving effect to the resolutions jaissed by ibis 
House in Februarj' and August last. 

The Mr. A. MARR: I have nothing further to say hut I 

may add for the information of the House that the Government have 
ver>' carefully consiclei*ed the resolutions to which Mr. Ganguly hos 
referred and that they do not see their way to give effect to them. 

The motion of Bubu Khagendra Nath Ganguly was then put and 
a division taken with the following result: — 


AYit. 


AIUMMIS, Maiilvi AtimuiSia. 
aaaiiiMl, Msuivi KasiruSSIa. 

Atisalias, Mr. SytS M. 

SaStt Amum OtanSra. 

SaiMMrl^ Or. rraiMitMiNitS. 

Samriat, OaSa rraaiatiMi Nath. 

Bast, Sahs Stjty KHahaa. 

SOM, Mr. SiAhat Chanira. 
Chahrahartty, Saha JaUaSra Nath. 
Ohahravarti, Saha JashMra OhaoSra. 
ChBtttrlM, SHJat Si|ay KaMar. 

Oaa Sasta, Or. 4* M. 

Oatt, Saha taral Kaaiar. 

Oaasaly, Saha Kha s i aira Nath. 

OhiM, OsSa S ia raaS ra Nath. 

•iMih Maalih, Mr. tatyaaSra Ohaaira. 



Maitra, Srijat JistwSra Nath. 

Mahariaa, Srilut Tarahaath. 

Sal OhaaShari, Mr. Naajit. 

Nahaiaii, Mavivi Atitar. 

Sahnuui, Maalvl Ihaaitar*. 

Say, Saha SartaSra Nath. 

Nay, Or. KaaiuS Saahar. 

Ray, Srijal RaSha OahiaSs. 

Ray Ohaadhari, Mr. K. 0. 

Ray, Saha Maaaiatha Nath. 

Nay, Or. ikNMa Ohsairs. 

Nay, Mr, BMay RrsMS SiRilL 
Nay, Mr. 0. N. 

Nay, Mr. Kiraa iaahsr. 

Nay OhaaihaH, Nsi Sahsiar ist y a a s r s 
Nath. 

sarhashthari, Dr. Sir Oava Rraasi. 

Sarhar, Oaha HaWtrtraajaiL 

tattar, Khaa SahlS AhSaa. 

tatlar, Mr. Ahiaal Naaah Ns|at AhSaal, 

Urn, Srljat N asaaSr a NaiN. 

iao Ospis. Mr. A a 

MItar NO M 
■wa iia *a 
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AlMMit KIim SalUHliir Maalvl lawdiidtfiii. 
tmir, Hr. 4, n, 

CatiMtiy Mr. A. 

OMaatflmri, KhM AaiiMMir MaiHvi NaAtar 
Mamiiaii, 

eiMiMAarl, Mt Nafi*Mf NawaA taliaaiir 
•atyia Nawab All, Kbafi AalHular. 
IMmA. Mr. A. J. 

Dniiiifiiafia« Mr. 4. A. 

Forrafttr, Mr. J. Caaipball. 
ryft, Mr. 4, H. 

Olliit, Mr. M. 0. 

WMirlft, Mr. A N. 

NiW, Mr. 0. f. 

Matain, tut Nawab Mutbamtl, 

Kbaa Aabaiar. 

ilMfciiM, Dr. W. A. 


Laird, Mr. R. S. 

Marr, tlw Han'bfa Mr. A. 

Mitiar, tut Haa*bla Sir Pnmt k Obaa di r . 
MabtHy, tba liaa*bto Mr. A. N. 

O n aaad, Mr. 1. C« 

Abilia, Mr. 4. Y. 
ybilyat, Mr. H. 0. V. 
yraatlaa, Mr. W. 0. A. 

Aaaa, Mr. O. F. 

•arliar, Aai tabib Aabati Waban. 

•inba, tba Haa*bla Aaja Aabadw 
Ab i i f tii d ra Narayaa. 

•tajAataii, Mr. N. I. 

Tata, Majar^Oaaaral Oadfray. 

T b a aip aa a , Mr. W. N. 

Trarara, Mr. W. L. 

Wardawartb, Mr. W. 0. 


The Ayea being 45 niul the Noea 30 the following motion was 
carried ^ 

“ Thig Council recomniendH to the Goveniment that immediate 
effect l>e given to the regolutioiig jwsged by this Council on the 
lOth February, 19‘.i8, and 18th August, 1928, resjiectively, urging the 
abolition of piece system amongst the lino-o|x»rators and the appoint- 
ment of a committee of othcials and non-officials for imjniring into 
the grievances of the Bengal Government Fress, Jail and Fonns Press 
and the Settlement Presses in Bengal.” 


Mfi PRESIDENT* The decisi(»n on this ivsoluti(ni wi|M*s out 
similar resolutions standing in the names of Mr. K. C. Ray Chaudhuri, 
Mr. M. .\shraf All Khan Chaudhuri, Balm Akhil Chandra Datta, Srijut 
Bijay Kumar ('hatterjee, Babu Khagendra Nath Ganguly and 
Mr. P. C. Basil (items Nos. 17, .Tl, 34. 58, 60 and 72 of the List). 

f.\l 4-30 p.m. the Council was adjourned and it reassembled .at 
4-45 p.m.) 


RtAliMlifM PXDiil fAfAA AtiAfStE by OATlAin tt AH W A r AA H Ijl iWi AI. 

Mw AMARINDRA NATH CHOSE: 1 beg to move that this Coun- 
cil rei'ommends to the Government that necessary action be taken for 
recovering the total additional amounts {mid io Government officers 
by Government as travelling allowance owing to the exceaa charge in 
fares realised by the India General Navigation and Bailway and Bivere 
Steam Navigation Companies between Khulna and Barisal, ria Gabkhan 
Bhamni Khnl, since the opening of the route in spite of the reduced 
mileage. 

He spoke in Bengali in saj^rt of his motion. 
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KUMIID MIIKAil. RAYs Sir, 1 kid no intention of speaking 
on lids resolution after tke rery able and lucid speeck of Babu 
Aisarendra Natk Gkose bad it not been for tke fact tkat I kare also 
gixm notice of a similar resolution. We kave heard a great deal 
ko<w^ for want of funds Government cMiniiot s]iend money on ekaritakle 
and other good causes, and this is quite evident from tke fact tkat 
among tke many resolutions which kave been table<l for discussion, 
there are several asking for money for nation-building work. If the 
Government kud been genuine in their declaration that they were 
unable to come to the help of the nation-building dejnirtmentH Wause 
of the fact that they were short of funds, we wcuild have seen some 
change — at least at the present moment when Mr. Murr is in charge 
of the Finance Deiwirtment — in the attitude of Government, especially 
with regard to this matter. Heiv is a case where for several years 
private comiMinies, either willingly or unwillingly, have Wn charging 
extra fares to which they w’ere not entitled. Goveniment servants, 
from whom extra fai’es have been taken, are entitled to a refund. I 
do not believe that even if Mr. Marr will say it that Government are 
not able to prote<‘t their own st*nnnts, and from the conciliatory atti- 
tude shown by Mr. l^hilip yestenluy, I have not the slightest doubt 
that Government will not have to take recourse to law courts for the 
recovery of the money. I do not want to say that the comtmny have 
knowingly defrauded the puhli<’ by charging excess fares for shoi-t 
mileage. The Hj»n’ble Mr. Mair has declart»d lH*ff»re another inquiry 
commission that he does not care where the iiumey comes from as 
long us he gt^ts it. If Mr. Marr is sincere in his dettlamtion, he should 
do everything in his jsiwer to recover this money from the steamer 
company, and I have also no doubt that Mr. Philip and other gentle- 
men coniiecteii with the steamer coni|xiny will show the same concilia- 
tory attitude as they did yestei*day by disgorging the immey and 
adding a further amount Ui it as comp«m«ition, and c-ome to the rescue 
of the nation-building deimriments, which have l)een kept waiting for 
want of funds. 


triim MACiMORA NATH MNi I only wish to correct an error 
which baa been committed by Babu Amarendra Nath Ghose. He 
eeems to think that Government and the steamer companies are two 
different bodies. There be is absolutely mistaken. A man can starve 
himself but not his children. The steamer companies are the adopted 
children of the Government; so Government would rather starve 
themselves— the nation-building departments— than starve the steamer 
companies. I do not expect that the Hon^ble Mr. Marr, who is in 
charge both of the Finance Department and the Marine DepaHment, 
will raise his little finger in order to recover something which hae 
been illegally taken by the steamer companies. The attitude taken 
ftp by Mr. Philip was a very eoncilietory one, and the best thanks 
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of the Cotmcil are dtie to kim. We kope Mr. Pkilip will be pleased 
to see that tkere is a re^adjustment of fares and tkat no excess fare 
is charged over lines under kis control; and tkat ike Goyemment 
representatiye, tke Hon’ble Mr. Marr, will bring it kome to the 
steamer companies tkat their demands should be in conformity witk 
the standard laid down and not arbitrarily fixed. We further kope 
that although some illegal exactions have been made in the past^ 
no such things will occur in the future. 

Mr* Y. PHILIP: Mr. President, Sir, I wish to make only a 
few remarks on this resolution from the steamer companies point of 
view. Yesterday 1 had occasion to say something about fares and 
to-day I wish to repeat only one of the remarks that I made yester* 
day on that subject. The steamer companies do not undertake to 
carry passengers from one j)oint to another at so much per mile.*^ 
Much has been said, Sir, and much has been written about the 
Gabkhan Barhani Khal route. Let me explain briefly the position 
with regard to this route. Prior to 1918 steamers plying between 
Khulna and Barisal used the route via Angeria Creek. This river 
was considered dangerous for shipping on account of the meeting of 
the tides and very sharji bends, and Government, therefore, decided 
to re-excavate ^nd improve the Barhani Khal and from the time the 
latter route was oj>ened the Angeria Creek route was abandoned. 
The opening of the Barhani Khal route made a reduction of six 
miles in the voyage from Khulna to Barisnl, but, at the time, the 
steamer companies made no coiTesponding reduction in their fares, 
there being no guarantee that the shorter route \roiild continue to 
be available and that the longer route might not have to be again 
reveided to. hlarly in 1926, however, the whole position was reviewed 
with the result that revised fares were introduced. The investiga- 
tion then made revealed the fact that, from figures supplied by the 
District Engineer, the rei'ognised authority on the subject, the distance 
between Khulna and Barisal via the shorter route was the same as 
the distance which fares were based over the longer route. This 
proves that pHd^ tb 1918 the steamer companies had actually, on all 
tickets issued from Khulna to Barisal , and vice versa^ charged 
lower fares than they were entitled to. It also proves that, even 
were we to admit the arguments used by my friends opposite, 
between 1918 and 1926, there was no over-charge as alleged by the 
mover of this resolution. With regard to intermediate stations, tke 
District Engineer's figures revealed several anmnalies, some in favour 
of tke passenger and some in favour of tke steamer companies. 

6 p.m, 

Tkese anomalies were at once removed and altkou^ alteratimia 
have probably occurred in some of tbe mileages since 1926 doe to 
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nxit changes, the present fares are considered snitaUe and as nni- 
form as can be expected under the circumstances. It is true that 
in Novmber 1926 a suit was instituted against the steamer companies 
at Bmrisal for mi alleged over-charge on a second class tidtet 
from Hularhat to Barisal, but as the amount in dispute was 10 annas 
4 pies only, the steamer companies allowed it to go undefended. I 
hope, Sir, I have proved that no excess fares have been charged 
either to Government oflScers or the general public, but before I sit 
down I wish to quote a ctase, one of many, to show that the public 
frequently benefit at the expense of the steamer companies. Steamers 
plying between Barisal and Bhola ha%*e frequently, owing to sboal 
water, to add 13 miles to their voyage in order to reach thetr destina- 
tion by another route. For that extra 13 miles passengers are carried 
free. With these few remarks, Sir, I l)eg to oppose this resolution. 

The Hofl'ble Mr# A# MARRs Mr. President, Sir, the mover of 
this resolution, so far us I could understand him was (rj'ing to explain 
away the wording of the resolution to a certain extent, but 1 am 
bound by the resolution as it stands. I consider it one of the most 
remarkable resolutions that have been brought since I have been a 
member of this Council. Government are asked to recover the total 
additional amounts paid to Government officers by Government as 
travelling allowance owing to the excess charge in fares realised by 
the India General Navigation and Railway, etc., etc., I am not 
concerned whether the fare is too high or too low. I am concerned 
here as to whether the Government officers, who drew these fares in 
travelling allowance bills, actually paid them and whether they 
charged them and no more in their travelling allowance bills. In 
the discussion this afternoon there has been a hint that Government 
might sue the steamer companies for these sums in the civil court. 
I wonder whether Mr. Gupta would pledge his professional reputa- 
tion that Government would have any locut standi in such a suit. 
If the resolution is passed by this House and if Government ac<^pted 
it, Government would have to go through all the travelling allow- 
ance bills of their officers, high and low, and cut the corresponding 
amounts out. I do not think any one in ibis House intends to suggest 
that these officers did not }>ay the fares or that they recovered too 
much; I think every one will admit these facts. In spite of that 
I am being asked to recover certain amounts from them leaving it 
to them to find the money elsewhere. In the first place, I have no 
power to cot these travelling allowanee bills for expenses which have 
been legitimately incurred under the rules. In the second plaee^ 
even if I had the power, I would never dream of cutting the bills 
of these officers of Goremment for sums which they have actually 
paid. 
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Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: The Hon’ble Mr. Marr has 

been pleafted to 

Tht Hon’Mt Mfi A« MARRc On a point of order, Sir. Is he 
in order? Is he entitled to speak now? 

Mr# PRESIDENT: Mr. Gupta, you cannot speak after the Hon'ble 
Member has spoken on the resolution, but you can rise on a personal 
«xplanation, and in that case you must be brief and to the point. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Yes, by way of personal 
explanation. As regards the invitation to pledge my professional 
advice with regard to this matter I propose to say a few words. Am 
I in order? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: I think the Hon ble Mr. Marr 
will at ouc*e agree with me, and if he takes the help of Mr. Ghose, 
the Legal Ilemembrancer, he will at once confirm that a master can 
recover damage done to his servant; that is the obvious projiosition. 
If Govennnent have jiaid for their servants any excess charge, then 
legally it is possible for them to recover it, but I would- not trespass 
into that point, Wcaiise (lovernment have got better legal advisers 
and can get the opinion <»f the Advocate-lteneral without paying for 
it. 

The motion of Babu Amarendra Nath (ihose was then put and a 
division tuk«m with the following result: — 


AYEt. 


Ananias, Waiilvi Attmvaain. 

Atiaallam Mr. tyM Mtf. 

SaiMri#*, Aabii FraiMliia Nath. 

■itwaA, halMi ttiranara Nath, 
hati, hahu hajay KriahiM. 

Baaa, Mr. Aubhaa Ohaiidra. 

Chahrabiartly, Bahv Jatintfra Nath. 
Chahravarti, Nahii JagiiMlra Chaiitfra. 

Oaa Oiihta, Or. 4. M. 

Oiitt, hahM Aaral Kumr. 
tehciity, tahu Khaarnira Nath. 

Mhaaa, hahv Amar tiK ra Nath, 
flmhta, Mr. Jagaa h OhaciNra. 
fiMMlii, Khaa talMMar Maalai tyai 
MaaNat. 

KaHai, Maaivi AMhN. 
tthhi^ tSaba Oabaabra tAl. 

Haiti, Ma M ah aahra NatM. 


Maitra, Srijut 4aaaiiara Nath, 
hal OhaaaiHiri, Mr* ftaniit. 

Rahim, Sir AlNMir% 

Rahman, Manlvi Atiiar. 

Rahman, Maaivi ♦ ha m aa ts. 

Ray, Or. Kamaa ianhar. 

Ray, SrijMt Raaha O ahia ha . 

Ray, Baha Maamatha Nath, 

Ray, Or. BMhaa ChaaRra. 

Ray, Mr. O. N. 

Ray, Mr. Riran Baahar. 

Ray ChaaRhari, Rai OahaRar BatyaaRra 
Nath. 

•arhar, Baha NaNairaRian. 

•attar, Mr. ABRaal Rafak Nalaa A h Raa U 
Baa, Mr. Batiah ChaaRra. 

•an, BHJat NRiaRra Nath. 

•aa Qapta, Mr. 4. M. 
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NOES. 


BUir, Nr. 4, II. 

CMfStj Nr. A. 

CHMAlMri, KkM tBlUlAlir Naulwi HAtllr 

fumiiBii. 

CMMiNivrit tiM NMi*Wt Nawab BaAatfar 
•aiyiS Nawab All, Kban Bahadur. 
D««h, Mr. A. 4* 

Oruaimaad, Mr. d. Q. 

Cddif. Mr. A. MtO. 

Forrtttrr, Mr. d. OamiibrII. 

BhMt, Mr. M. C. 

CItohrtit, Mr. R. N. 

HOBS. Mr. O. P. 

MMaia, tba Maii'bla Nawab (..iMbarraf, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Numin, Maul Vi Latafat. 

Janliint, Dr. W. A. 


Khan Chaudhuri, Mr. M. Athraf Ali. 
Laird, Mr. R. B. 

Marr. tht NanINd Mr. A. 

Mittvr, tht Ntn'bit Sir Prtvath Chundtr. 
Mtbtrly. tht Ntn’Mt Mr. A. N. 

Ormtnd, Mr. t. 0. 

Philip, Mr. d. Y. 

Philptt, Mr. H. C. V. 

Prtnllot, Mr. W. O. R. 
tinha, tht Htn*blt Raia bahadur 
Bhuptndra Narayan. 

Stapltttn, Mr. H. i. 

Tatt, Maitr.Otntral Otdiray. 

Thtmpttn, Mr. W. H. 

Trtvtr*. Mr. W. L. 

Wtrdtwtrth, Mr. W. C. 


The Ayes beiii^ and the X(m*> 29, the follo\vinf,f motion was 
curried : — 


“ This Council recommends to the Government that ne< essary action 
he taken for re<‘overin^ the total additional amounts jaiid to (Govern- 
ment officers by G(»vernment as travellinijr allowuiue owinff to the 
excess charjfe in fares realised by the Iiulia General Navififution and 
Ituilway and Itivers Steam Navijration Com|>anies between Khulna 
and Baiisal, via (iabkhan Bharani Khal, since the ofieninjr of the 
route in spite rd the re<luced mileuife.” 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Members Nhould note that the decision now 
reached wi[>e.s out similar resolutions stundiiiic in the names of 
Dr. Pramathaiiath Banerjea, Sri jut Taraknath Mukerjea, Mr. Jo^sh 
('handra (fuj)ta. Mr. A. K. Fuzl-ul Hun, Babu Mahendru Nath 
Muiti, Srijut Bijay Kumar (’hutterjee. Babu Naliniranjan Sarker 
and Dr. Kuiiiud Sankar Bay (items Nos. 10, 12, 1-i, 18, 19, 25, 118 
and 49 of the List). 


f)-ir> p.in. 

OiiooiitiiiiiaiiM of tlio praotioo of roolioing audit foot from tlio oo* 
oporativo oooiotioi. 

Maulvi SHAMtUR-RAHMAN: I heg to move that this Council 
recommends to the Government that the practice of realising audit 
fees from co-operative societies by Government be dis(>ontinDed. 

In moving this resolution my reasons are two and they are -very 
aimple. First, that Government has mismanaged the whole affairt 
and, secondly, that Government has been misappropriating a largo 
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sum of money every year. Government lias undertaken to do tlie 
audit work of the societies on a system of contract, the societies pay- 
injf for the cost of this work. This system of audit by departmental 
officers were expected to render inestimable services to the people in 
hndin^^ out the defects of the societies that deal in poor people's 
money. 

The so<‘ieties are mostly financed by central banks who ke^p 
supervisors to look into the efficient woikinj? of the affiliated societies. 
The audit repoHs ser\’e as a guide to the central banks for watching 
into the working of the sm*ieties as well as those of their supervisors. 
As 8u< h lioth the societies as well as the central banks ungrudgingly 
agreed to the levy of an audit (‘ess. So much so that a sum of over 
Its. are collected from year to \ear. I put a question this 

year asking for figures of the last TJ years showing the amount of 
unspent balance (‘vei v yeai of the audit cess realised. The question 
has n(»t been answered as yet. If the answer had been given one 
would have been sin prised to find that (iovernmeiit ar(* misa]>pro- 
priutirig almost Its. <>ot of the total cess realised every year. 

Audit w(»rk in the distiicts is entiusted to an Tnsj)e<’tor under whom 
auditors are placed to earrv on the audit but their number is always 
so insufficient that even half the societies cannot be properly audited 
by them in the course of the year. As such thes(‘ Inspectors in order 
to save their skin have to rccjuest the central bank authorities to 
lend their supervisors t(» comj)lete the audit. In order to oblige the 
Inspectors who sometimes render valuable sendees to the central 
banks the central bank authorities accede to their re(|uest. But the 
result is disastrous. These supervisois cuu seldom be expected to 
find fault with their own u(U'k, so the audit reports are absolutely 
unreliable and have to be tiented as mere trash. The supervisors 
even when they are engaged in audit work are j>nid by the central 
banks but the audit fees an‘ all the sanu^ realised from even those 
societies that are audited by su|h*i visors of the central banks. As 
Secretary of the Khulna (’entrul (d^operative Bank, Ltd., I refused 
fo pay the audit fee of those of my societies that have been audited 
by my suj>erviHors. But having had some discussion over the matter 
with the Registrar, who is rendering very valuable services to the 
pecqde and also finding that some additional hands have been pro- 
vided for in the last budget. T had to give way. From the annual 
report it will l>e seen that the Registrar has been demanding per- 
sistently since 192*1-24 f<*i' more than double the number of extra 
bands. I for myself cannot understand the beauty of it for provid- 
ing wdth a lesser numlwi of men than that demanded by the depart- 
mental head when money is not wanting. 

With these words I move my resolution. 
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Sfijut NACENDRA NATH SENs Sir. I rist* to supiiort tbis 
resolution. So far as ray inforraation goes Government do not charge 
district boards and municipalities and it surpasses my understanding 
why Government charge audit fees from co-oi>enitive stsieties. 
Maulvi Sharasui -Rahman has proved that the Government is mis- 
appropriating a large sum of money every year. I want to have this 
fltoj)i)ed. 

MINISTER in charge of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE 
and INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble Raja Bhufiendra Narayan Sinha 
Bahadur, of Naahipur): Mr. President, Sir. 1 oppose this resolution. It 
will be conceded on all hands that the acr onnts of every registered co- 
operative society should be audited by an independent and well-trained 
staff. Stability of the movement and the retention of public coutidence. 
demand constant skilled audit. This necessity is recognised by the 
Co-operative Societies Act w’hich provides for a regular audit of alt 
societies. 

The Conimitteo on Co-operation examined this question carefully 
and reiommended that the distribution of the cost of audit should 
be spread over the societies and central banks on the basis of working 
capital. The Government of Bengal adopted this principle and the 
exi'-tiiig lulcs me based <ui this deeistoii. 

Now, Sir, it is clear tliat the audit of a H<M-iety‘s aci'ouiits aftonK 
pr«>t<*<t ion ]uimaril\ to the menibers ot the siMuety against the inis- 
(‘ondiK't or ineompetenee of (he ottice-lM*urers ot the siwiely. It is 
the nieiiibeis who lauiefit tiom this service and it is in their interest 
that the start is maintained. It is onl\ right therefore that the 
siM'ieties should pa\ lor it. Every business shonltl he able to pay 
for its own audit and ought to Iw enforced to <io so. (’o-oi>erative 
societies are no excejition to this rule. 

The recommendations of the Committee on Co-operation and the 
practice and policy of the Government of Bengal are supported by 
the recommendations of the recent Royal Commission on Agriculture. 
The Royal Coininissioners olwerved that staliitory audit should l»e 
paid for by societies; “ We do not c'onsider that the audit of a healthy 
society is a profier charge on public funds.” The Government of 
Bengal are in full agreement with this view and therefore are unable 
to accept this resolution. 

With regard to ihe charges brought forward by the mover of this 
resolution, it is true of course that GoTernmeut have at the present 
moment a suiqdus of funds colle<;ted from societies for the payment 
of audit staff which has not yet been employed. It is regretted that 
Government have not been able to make tbe necessary arrangements 
to employ the additional staff required, but it is hoped in due course 
to work up to the full programme. Government have already giren 
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admin i«trative approval to the full establishment necessary, and as 
soon as the arrangements can be fitted into the budget propoaals of 
Government, effect will be given to these various schemes. 

In regard to the other charges on Government that many societies* 
have not been audited I understand that all the societies have been 
audited. Supervisors were brought from the central banks to hel| 
Government Inspiiitnis who weie enuajied for auditing the accounts. 

In reply to Mr. Sen, 1 am to observe that the local bodies, such 
as the district boards and the municipalities, are not run in a business- 
like way whereas these societies are run in a business-like way and 
require constant auditing by outside agencies. 

With regard to the demand of the Registrar of the Co-operative 
Societies for more staff, as pointed out by the mover of the resolu- 
tion, I may inform the Council that Government have already given 
administrative a[)pro\ul to an increase in the staff of co-operative 
auditors. 

With these words I oppose this motion. 


Mftulvi 8HAMSUR-RAHMAN: Sir, in reply all that I want to 
say is that the societies do not grudge paying the cess on account 
of audit fees, but what I insist on is that the unsjient balance mu^t 
be spent before any further audit fee is realised from the societies. 

Th« Hon’bto Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, 
of Nathipur: With regard to the unspent balance I do not think it 
would Ik* sufficient to cover the cost of audit of even one years 
account. As I have told the hon'ble mover already that we are 
arranging for more auditors to have the smieties’ accounts audited 
at an early date. < hi this assurance I hope the mover will not press 
for this resolution. 

The motion of Maulvi Shamsui-Hahman was then put and a 
division taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


Ahamai, Maulvi AUaiuMin. 

Aeaaiaa, Maulvi KaviruMiu. 

■aearlM, EaNi Araaiatlia Nata. 
■ivwaa, Baba Suranera Natb. 

Bata, Babu Bajay Kriabna. 

Bata, Mr. lubbat Cbandra. 
Bbabraburtty, Babu 4atiiiBra Natb. 
Cbakrmvarti, Babu JatkK rB Obbew*— 
Dutt, Babu taral Kutaar. 

BabBuly, BBbu MbaBtiwira Natb. 
Qbata, Babu AlwariiiBra Natb. 

Buita, Mr. 4adMb BbauBra. 

KarNbi Maulvi AbBufti 
Kbavs Bbbu B i b iu Bv a Uil. 

Nllbb, MbuHrl T i i M ib Bili i . 


Maiti, Babu MabanUra Natb. 
eat CbautfbuH, Mr. Nanjit. 
Rabman, Maulvi tbamaur.. 
Ray. Or. KuiuuB taabar. 
Nay, Brijut RaBba Babimla. 
Ray, Babu Mauuiatba Natb. 
Nay, Br. BiBbaa CbaaBra. 
Nay, Mr. O. N. 



terkar. Baba Naliatraalba. 
Buttar, Kbaa BaMb AbBaa. 
•m. BHiat MbovaB r a 
Baa Bapta, Mr. 4, WL 
tal a a up ai B y, Mr. N. i. 
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Blair, Mr. J. R. 

CatMito, Mr. A. 

Chauiliari, KBan Baliadur Maulvi HaAzar 
Rahaiaii. 

CliatHlIiuri, tlM Han'bk Nawab Bahadur 
taiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, 
oath, Mr. A. J. 

DrumaiPiNl, Mr. J. Q. 

Forrttttr, Mr. 4, Campbtll. 

Ohaat, Mr. M. C. 

Cllahfitt, Mr. R. N. 

Hobs, Mr. 0. F. 

Hotain, tho Hon’bit Nawab Mutharruf, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Jtnfcint, Dr. W. A. 

Marr, tho Hon’bit Mr. A. 


The A}es aiul the 

( arried : — 

“ This Council recommends to 
of reftlisin^ audit fees from i*o-op 
discontinued.” 


Mittor, Rat Bahadur Nanaiatha Nath. 
Mittor, tho Non'blo Sir Provath Chuiidor. 
NobtHy, tho Hon'bit Mr. A. N. 

Ormond, Mr. C. C 
Phtipot, Mr. H. C. V. 

Prontloo, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Rom, Mr. 0. P. 

Sarhtr, Rat Sahib Rtbati Mohan. 

Sinha, tho Hon'blo Raja Bahadur 
Bhupondra Narayan. 

Staploton, Mr. N. f. 

Tati, Maior<Oontrai Codfrty. 

Thompton. Mr. W. H. 

Travort, Mr. W. L. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 

es <7 the folloviujf resolution was 


the Government that the practice 
‘rative 8o<*ieties hy Government be 


AdJourniiiBfit. 

The CtMincil wa^ then adjourned till 2-dO p.m., on Wednesday,, 
the bith Fel)ruary, 1929, at the Town -Hall, Calcutta. 
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FrooMdingt of tfia Bengal Legislative Council aseemblecl under the 
provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 13th February, 1929, at 2-30 p.m. 


Present: 

The Hoii’ble the President (the Hon'ble Raja Maxmatha Nath Ray 
Chaudhuri, of Santosh) in the Chair, the four HoiCble Members of the 
Executive Council, the two Hon’ble Ministers, and 95 nominated and 
elected members. 


Starred Questions 

(to which oral answers were given). 

Barisal Exhibition, allegation against certain police officers. 

*43. Babu SARAL KUMAR DUTT: (a) Is the lloiChle Member 
ill charji^e of the Police Department aware that on the 27th January, 
1929, Mr. L. II. (’olson, the Superintendent of Police of Barisal, and* 
Home other European (itticei’M walked over certain youii}; men of the 
town who were Ivinjf in front ot the Exhibition jrate in order to di>- 
Hiiade jieople from attendinir the Exhibition, or^raniseil by the l)i.Htrirt 
Maffistrate and some others at Barisal Y 

(h) If the answer to (n) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state wdiat action, if any, has been or is beinp 
proposed to lie taken agtiinst the said officers? 

(r) Is the llon’ble Meml>er also aware that Mr. W. Pearson. 
Serpr<‘Rnt, Bakarfi:anj Police lines, trampled over these younj? men and 
made his dog- walk over them more than once? 

(d) If so, what action has Wen taken against him? 

(e) If the answers to (b) and (</) are in the negrative, will the 
Hon’ble MeraWr W pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

MEMBER in otimgc of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hcn*blc 
Mr. A. N. MeiNrIy): (a> As the Superintendent of Police desired to 
enter the Exhibition grounds by a pathway which was blocked by 
aome youths who were lying on the ground and refused to make way, 
he walked lightly over them touching as few as possible. 
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(h) No action has been or will be taken. 

(o) The sergeant picked his way between some prostrate young 
men who refused to make way for him. He did not cause his dog 
to walk over them. 

(d) None. 

(r) Thei*© is no reason why action should be taken. 

Srijut RADHA GOBINOA RAY: Will the Hotrbie Member be 
pleased to state whetlier the Sin>erintendent i>f Police was (piite justi- 
fied in what he 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That In a rnattiM i>f opinion. I do m>t allow 
that. 


Watir liyaointli. 

*44. Srijut NAGENDRA NATH SEN: {a) Is the Hou'ble 

Minister in charge of the Department of Agriculture and Industrie# 
iiware of the ravages of the water hyacinth in the Pivsidency and the 
Darca Divisions 5^ 

(h) Has it been aM-eitained that the growth of the water hyacinth 
i*. due to defective irrigation in these tract.s? 

MINISTER in oharg* of DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE and 
INDUSTRIES (the Hon’ble Raja Bhupondra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, 
of Nastiipur): (a) Yes 

ih) There is no evi<lence t(» show that the im rease in water hyacinth 
is due to want of irrigation : where the rivers spill freely as in Dacca, 
Faridpur, Bakarganj, etc., (he weed is more prolific than in other 
parts. 

Srijttt MAOEMDRA MATH SIH: With refercnw to unnwer (t>) 
will thf Hon’W<* Minifitpi- lx* plpatted to Mate the nature of the evi<lenee 
which shows that the in< rense in water hyacinth is not due io want of 
irrigation ? 

Tho Hon'blo Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN iINHA Bahadur, 
af Nathlpur: The evidence is derived from the observations of the 
expert Irrigation Engineers. 

pUgglQgllY • member wants to know what those obsorva* 

tionfl are. 


14 
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TIM Hofi’Me Raja BHUFiNDRA NARAYAN SINNA Miadur^ 
of Nashipur: The obBervations are of facts which show that the increase 
of water hyacinth is not due to want ot irrigation. 

Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Is the Hon ble Minister aware 
that if water hyacinth can be drifted on to salt water, it dies? 

The Hon’ble Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur^ 
of Naehipur: Yes. 

Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
jdeased to state that if there were irrigation facilities in the district 
of Bakarganj whether water hyacinth could be easily drifted on to 
salt water? 

The Hoffi'ble Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Bahadur, 
of Naehipur: I suggest, Sir, that the nieml>er should refer this matter 
in the Hon’ble Mtmiber in charge of the Irrigation IVjtiirtment. 

Mr. «I0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: On a ]x)int of order, Sir. The 
Hon’ble Minister has referred me to the Ilon’ble Meml>er in charge of 
the Irrigation l^iKirtment. Is it right for him to do so? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Is it in regard to the answer given? 

Mr. dOGEBH CHANDRA CUPTA: Yes. with regard to the answer 
to the question that I put. 

Mr. PREB4DENT: Mr. Gupta, I told you the other day that you 
have to take the answers for better or worse. Your remedy, if any, 
lies in supplementary questions. 

Brijut NACENDRA NATH 8EN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to make some urrangement 

iir. PRBMDBNT: 1 do not allow the question, it is a request for 
action. 


IMhialrlal intalllBaiioa wark by i w d mtr iaa Dapartmaiit 

«48. Bdbu dATINDRA NATH CHAKRABURTTY: (a) Will the 
Hon* ble Minister, in charge of the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries be pleased to state what action, if any, is being taken for 
induijil^ial intelligence work by the Industries Department ? 
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(b) Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state whether there 
is any agency outside Calcutta, other than assistants attached to aided 
or Government technical schools or weaving schools acting as u liaison 
between the illiterate industrialist and the headquarters staflf of the 
d^>artmentP 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of giving any 
assistance to the Industrial Engineer in the discharge of his duties in 
the way of an equipped workshop or in the way of giving even one 
assistant to collect information of any industry? 

(d) Will the Hon'ble Minister be ])leu8ed to make a statement show* 
ing what useful purixise the Serumjxne Weaving Institute is serving 
in the matter of training of higher class students, i.e., graduates or 
under-graduates f 


The Hon’ble Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA BahadUTp 
of Nashipiir: la) The memlier is referred t«» paragraph 4S of the 
Annual Administration Uepoit for the \ear 1927-28 of the Depart- 
ment of Industries, Bengal, copy of which is placeil on the Library 
table. 

(fj) None, 

(c) Ample nccmnmodation is provided at the Industrial Research 
Laboratory. Government have under examination a wdieiue in which 
it is proposed to give the Industrial Engineer some assistance. 

(d) The memlier is referred to the objects of the Institute, detaihi 
of which are given in the jireface to the Rules for Admission to the 
Government Weaving Institute, Serampore, a cop>' of which is laid on 
the Library table. Further details will Ih» found on {Niges 12 and 13 
of a booklet entitled “ Opisirt unities for an Industrial Career for 
young men of Bengal ” imhlished in 1928, a c«p>' of which is also 
laid on the Lihrurv table. 

Baby dATitIfIRA NATH CHAKRABURTTY: With reference to 
answer (c) will the Hon 'hie Minister he pleased to state how long the 
scheme has been under consideration? 

Tim Han’bln Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN BINHA Baliadur, 
yf NaNlipar: Only a month or two. 

Mr. JOCEBH CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the Hon*ble Minister be 
{deased to tell Hiis House who has prepared this scheme, and when? 

Tbi Han’Ma Ryja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN BINHA BabaBiRp 
•r NafMfNir: The Industrial Engineer. 
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Mf. JOCESH CHANDRA CUPTA: Is it a fact that the Industrial 
Engineer submitted a scheme for assistance to some of the industries 
within three months of his appointments 


The Hon’bla Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA Baliadur, 
at Naahipur: Tes. 

Hr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: WiU the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleaserl to state whether “ within three months of his appointment ” 
is the same as “ only a month or two ** S 

Tha Han'bla Raja BHUPENDRA NARAYAN SINHA Bahadw, 
a( Naahipur: I want fresh notice. 


Ufistarred Quattion 

(aiiiwer to wtiioh was laid on the table). 

Reoruitment of lower division assistants in Private Seoreiary to 
Governor’s and MiliUry Seoretary to Covernof*s oftloee. 

43. Kasi EMDAOUL HOQUE: u/' Will the Hoirbk* Member 
iij (haiye of the Political Department Ik* pleased to state whether it 
ia a fact that the lower division assistants of the offices of— 

(i) the Private Secretary to (foveruoi , 

(«) the Military Secretary to Govemoi 

draw the same rate of time-scale pay as drawn by the lower division 
assistants of the Bengal Se<Tetarint ? 

(h) Is it a fact that all the lower division assistants of the Bengal 
Sooretariat are recruited by an open competitive examination? 

(c) Is it n fact that the lower division assistants of the offices of 
the Private Secretary- and the Military Secretary to the Governor are 
not so recruited? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Member be pleased to state the reasons of the differential treatment 
accorded to the latter? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desirability of introducing 
the Secretariat clerical examinations for the recruitment of lower 
division assistants for the offices of the Private Secretary and Ifilitary 
Secretary to Govemorf 
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MCMBf R In ohargt nf POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tha Hon'bto 
Mr. A. N. Moberly); (a) Yes. 

(fe) Yes. 

(o) Yes. 

(d) Because the rules applicable to appointments in the clerical 
service of the Secretariat have not been made applicable to appoint- 
ments in Private Secretary’ to Governor’s and Military Secretary to 
Governor’s offices. 

(e) No. 

Kaii EMOADUL HOQUE: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to state with reference to answer (d), whether there are separate rulea 
for the recruitment of lower division assistants for the offices of the 
Military Secretary and Private Secretary* to Tlis Excellency the 
Governor ? 

The Hofi’bla Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: There are no rules. 

(Kazi Emdadiil ITo(|ue luivinjr failed to resume his seat after his 
first question), 

Mr. PRESIDENT: K azi Sahii>. 1 should |>oint out that after each 
question you have to resume your seat and wait for an answer. You 
may rise ap^ain if you want to fnit another (|uestion after the previous 
one has bwui disposed of. 

Nazi EMDADUL HOQUE: Will the Tloirhle MemlHo 1 h> pleasiHl to 
state whv the rules applicable to the Secretariat clerical service are not 
applicable in the case of roeruitment in the offiees f»f the Private Sec- 
retary and Military Sei retary to Tlis Exeelleney the GovenvorP 

TIm Hofi*IM0 Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: The question of making them 
applicable to thcise offices has not so far lM*en eonsiderecl. 

RESOLUTIONS 

(on niotton of gotioral fiuMo intoroot). 

Cofittiliition of ttio govoming boSy of tlio Mrto Modioal 
Fooulty of Bongal. 

Or. KUMUO SANKAR RAY: Sir. may I have your j)ermission 
to move the reiadtitioii which staiid« in the name of Mr. Kiran Sonkor 
Roy? I may mention that I have a similar resolution ftnnding ill 
ttiy nmmo. 
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Mr. PRiSWfNTi Yes. you iiaye my pennisfion to more it. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: I be^ to move that this Council 
recommends to the Government that the constitution of the govern- 
ing body of the State Medical Faculty of Bengal be formed as 
follows : — 

(a) one repreHoutative to In? electeil by the Senate of the Calcutta 
TTiiiversity ; 

(/j) one reiwesentative from each of the meclical institutions 
aftiliatiHl to the ('alcutta ITniwi'nity or any other University 
in Bengal ; 

(c) one ineinlier to be nominate^l by the bxal Government, 

(d) three non-otfiiial iiieiulier.H to be nominated by the Bengal 

Council of .Mcdt(‘ai Uegistratioii from registered practitioners 
of not less than ten years’ standing of whic h not more tluin 
one is to be iioiiiinate<l fnmi amongst themselves; 

(e) three members to be elected from the tea<'hing staff (including 

Urofessors, Assistant Professors and Lecturers, Demonsira- 
lors and Clini<*al Lecturers') b\ rotation from each non- 
offi(‘iul institution recogiii.sed by the Council of Medical 
Kegistrution ns eligible to tniin and send up students for 
their licentiate.shij) or memliership examination of the State 
Medical Faculty of Bengal; 

(/) three members t4) Ih‘ elected from the teaching staff' (including 
Professors, Assistant Professors, Lecturers, Demonstrators 
and ( liiiicul Lecturers) by rotation from each of the Govom- 
ment institutions recogni.seil by the ('ouncil of Mtslical 
Registration as eligible to tniin and send up students for 
the Lic^entiatesbip or memWrship examination of the State 
Medical Faculty of Bengal ; 

(g) three memWrs to W electee! by the registered ]>ructitiiHkerg 

of ten years’ standing— 

(i) one from the British qualified jiractitioners of ten years* 
sUinding; 

(if) one from M.B.’s. and L. M.S.’s, of the Otilcuita Univer- 
ffity of ten years* standing; and 
(tfi) one from L.M.F.’a. of State Medical Faculty of Bengal 
of ten years* standing; and 

(h) the President is to be elected by the Governing Body from 

amongst their own members.” 

Sir, the time is long overdue for a revision of the oouftitutiiMl 
ol the State Medical Faculty of Bengal. The Faculty was iaatituiad 
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on tilt 11th af August in 1914, just a week after the great European 
War was declared, and naturally the mentality which prevailed at 
that time gave a sort- of official charat'ter to the constitution. But, 
even at that time it was stated by Government in the resolution by 
which th^ State Medical Faculty was instituted that in view of the 
fact that another body, namely, the Council of Medical Registration, 
which was instituted in April, 1914, and which hud an ele(dive 
element on it, was given the power of inspecding the medical institu- 
tions which applied for re<‘ognition, it was not desirable that the 
State Medical Faculty should have any powers of ins|)ection. It 
cannot W denied that this ftu t was admitted by Government in 1914. 
Now, instead of any progress being made towards a further r»*aliHii- 
tion of self-government in the inedi< al profession, of which the Bengal 
Medical Act of 1914 constituted the first stage, us stated by Sir 
Hugh Stephenson, w^ho was then the Meml>er in ehurge of this snhjeet, 
we find that a retrograde step has l>een taken in the matter, namely, 
that the power of inspecting scluMds, which was purposely left to 
the Council of Medical Registration, which has a large eb‘ctive 
element on it, has l)een trenched u|M>n by a resolution of Government 
on the subject only liist year. When we are hearing so much about 
a further step towards Ne [{-govern men t in the |H>litieal sphere, of 
a further boon to l)e grunted by the Sinum Commission, it is strange 
that Goveniment should have, by a resolution, taken away this power 
of insiw’ling medical schools from the (%>uncil and given it to the 
State Medical Faculty, an entirely nominated l)ody. 

Sir, although the higher medical education, i.e., the Vniversity 
degrees of M.B., etc., as well as higher education in general are 
under the control of an elected jjopular Minister, the popular Minister 
being in charge of the Universities, University medical education is 
a transferred 8ubje<‘t -Government have tighteneil the ro]H*, the 
o6ictal rope, round the lower standard of medical education, which 
is imparte<l by the medical M'hools in the different parts of the 
province, by enlarging the powers of the entirely officialised State 
Medical Faculty of Bengal. It is, therefore, quite plain that if the 
real intention of Government is to intitnluce further reforms in the 
oountry, they ought not to hesitate to liegin with the medical jwofession, 
because the medical profession is a highly qualified hotly and the 
members of the profession <*an wrtainly lie ex|)erl<Ml to hiok after 
themselves as well as the medical needs of the country. 

Sir, this matter was discussed at great length by the AlUIndia 
Medical Oonferenc'e, which was held in Calcutta during the last 
Christmas week and which was presided over by Dr. Desbmukb, the 
Mayor-President of the Bombay Municipality, and to which confer- 
ence more than 1,200 delegates from all over India and Burma 
aUtended. The Conference waa emphatically of opinion that the 
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official element on the State Medical Faculty should be reduced to 
a minimum, and that the constitution of the proveming body should 
be larffely elective. Dr. J. N. Moitra, who supported this resolution 
in the Metlual Conference, said that when he was a member of this 
Council some six years ago — 1 think it was in 1922 — he moved a 
resolution in this Council asking the Government to introduce an 
elective element into the constitution of the State Medical Faculty 
of Bengal. Sir Surendranath Banerjea, the then Minister in charge 
of the Medical portfolio, replied on behalf of Government request- 
ing the mover of the resolution to withdraw it and assuring him that 
he would do his best to introduce the reform desired by the mover. 
It was on that assurance that Dr. Moitra withdrew his resolution. 
But we find that instead of doing anything towards introducing the 
elective element in the State Medical Faculty of Bengal, Government 
are further encroaching upon the rights, liberties and privilege® which 
have been so long enjoyed by the Council of Medical Registration 
and the State Faculty of Medicine is now placed under the reserved 
side. Although Govenimeut themselves intended in 1914, when the 
State Medical Facmlty was first instituted, that there should be no 
encroachment on the rights and privileges of the ('oiincil of Medical 
Registration. 

With these preliminary remarks regarding the history of the 
State Medical Faculty, I should now like to examine the form in 
which the governing body of the State Medical Faculty is j)roposed 
to Ik* re<*orjstitutcd l»y me. I shall, how eve? , not go into the details. 
The iiiiiin priiu iple that has l^eeii introduced by me is that the govern- 
ing Isnly should have on it represent at ives of the different medical 
s<*hools Isith (dficial ami iiou-otticial l»e<uuse they are the proper 
]»eiNoiis t<» dec ide what the standard of medical education imparted in 
the various meclic'ul schesds should l>e, and ulsc^ what kind of examiners 
should Ik* a])iH>inied, liecause the main functions of the State Medical 
Fa<*tilty of Bengal ai-e the clelermination of the course of study — the 
cun'iculuin 4n the ine<dicul schools and the appointment of examiners 
for the purpiwe of examining the students w'ho are sent out from the 
•ohools. These being the primary functions of the State Medical 
Fai'ulty it is ii]i{)ei*ative. as it is only uatunil, that the teaching staff 
of the different scdicMils should W represented on the governing body 
of the Faculty. And, I submit. Sir, that 1 have tried to attain 
this objcK't by the different clauses of the resolution. 

The next new feature that I pniiM>se to introduce is that three- 
representatives from amongst the registererl medical practitioners of 
10 yeaiw’ standing, should also be elec ted to the governing body of 
the State Medical Faculty. It might be asked ** What has the 
general practitioner to do with medical education and with the conduct* 
ing of examinations r" I submit, Sir, that this is a wrong view 
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uJbe . of the ability and experieiue of the I'efrist^red practiiionert 
especially when you find that I have limited the franchise only to* 
practitioners of 10 years' standing, i.c.. to those who have gained 
sufficient experience by private pnutice of the difficulties en(*ountered 
in it, and of rendering medical aitl in the pn>vince. It is quite one- 
thing to impart medical education to students in an academic atmos- 
phere, in an atmosphere of laboratories anil let'ture i*ooms, but it is 
quite another thing to train students in the st'ienco of inetlicine and 
equip them with the rorre<t mentality of a dwtor, the faculty of 
observation and the othei* qualities which are reciuired for the sucoeis 
of a medical practitioner in general practice. It is, therefore, only 
fair that there should he some representatives of the medical practi- 
tioners on the governing body of the Faculty. 

Sir, the last innovation that I propose to introduce is that the 
president of the governing hmly should he elected by the iiiemhera 
themselves. This is one of the sore points which the Government 
stoutly opposed, when a similar clause was proposeii to he intrmluced 
in the amending Act which was before this Council onlv a few 
months ago. 

Lastly, I ap|>eal to you. Sir, who is an elected memlier of thr 
Council, and is the custodian of the rights and privileges of all elwted 
members of this House, that if, on account of the stout opposition 
of Government to this resolution, there is a tie in the voting, not to 
have it thrown out by giving your casting vote on the side of Govern- 
ment. With this final appeal. Sir. I commend my resolution to the 
acceptance of the House. 


Tlw Hoffl’bit Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Sir. the VmiiuW of Medical 

Regi8tj*ation exercises general su|>erviHion over the interests of the 
medical profession, and takes cognixance of unprofeesional rondu(‘t 
on the part of medical men. It is. therefore, reasonable that indei»en- 
dent meiliittl practitioners should he represented on the Cotiiuil to 
discharge the duties of jurymen, so to speak, and that the (’ouncil 
should he, to a large extent, constituted by election. One of the 
functions of the Council of Medical Registration is undoubtedly 
insj>ection. and in onier to strengthen its hands in that direction, 
a clause was inserteil in the Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill which 
came up for discussion Wfore the Council last year and which has 
now been jiassed into law. The State Medical hai'ulty, on the other 
hand, is a purely examining body whose duty is to certify to the* 
qualifications of students who are unable to attain to the high standard 
required for the M.B. degree. The governing body haa hither^ 
been eotirdly nominated so that the diplomas and Ucenoet wEicb 
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should have the weight of Oovenunent authority. If its C(m- 
stitution were popularised, pressure might be brought upon it to 
lower the standard of medical education. Further, I maintain, there 
is no need, as there is in the case of the Council of Medical Registrar 
tion, for the representation of practitioners other than teachers, or 
for the representation of members of other bodies, and to include 
such persons would merely tend to make the Faculty unwieldy without 
adding to its efficiency. As far as I understood the mover of the 
resolution, his opinion was that students had much to learn from 
general medical print it ioners. If so, the general medical practi- 
tioner should come in os a teacher in the schools and not in a back* 
handed sort of way, viz., by election by the Council of Medical 
Registratioxt. 

The State Medical Finulty is not a statutory* body and Govern- 
ment consider, for the reasons which T have already given, that they 
should retain the power of nomination and of apjiointing the president. 
Whilst they consider that their hands should W unfettered, they will 
be prepared to examine the propriety of providing for the representa- 
tion on the governing body of all medical institutions recognised by 
the (V>uncil of Medical llegistration. If this is done, the proposals 
of the mover in clauses (6), (e) aiid (/) of the resolution would, to 
a large extent, Im met. (Government are however, not prepared to 
accept the proposals <*ontained in clauses (a), (r), (d) and (ff). I have 
iilready given the reasons for objecting to the projosals contained 
in these clauses, and if the mover is not preparml to withdraw his 
resolution (m (he assurance which I have given, as to the willingness 
of Government to examine the <|uestion of a wider representation of 
medical institutions on the governing l)ody of the State Medical 
Faculty, I am afraid I must oppose it. 

Dr. KUMUD SANKAR RAY: May I know, Sir, again, what 
•clauses of the resolution the Hon’ble Mr. MoWrly is prepared to 
.accept ? 

TIm Hofi’bit Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I am not prepared to accept 
4Ui,v clause, as it stands. What 1 am prejiared to do is to examine 
the question of representation by nomination of all institutions which 
liave lieeii rw'oguised by the Council of Medical Registration. 

Dr. BIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I am not surprised that the 
Hon’ble Mr. Moherly should trot out stole arguments in favour of con- 
tiauing the present ^lolk^y (»f Government by which the State Medical 
Faculty of Bengtd wes constituted a nominated body in 1914. Perha|0» 
I am inclinetl to excuse him because be is a layman. His argumeaite 
jure that Gcivenuuent caanut tahe any oataide medical praciitioaaaa 
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because it might lower the standard of the examinations, etc. He 
that he objects to the 6r«t clause of Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray’s motion, 
namely, that one representative should be elected by the Senate of the 
CUcutta University. I am surprised to find that a gentleman of his 
eminence should have said that a rt^ presen tat ive of the Senate of the 
'Calcutta University on the State Medical Faculty of Bengal would mean 
the lowering of the .standard of the examinations conductetl by that 
Faculty, llien he .says outside jiractititmers should not come in at all 
on the Faculty. Does he know that in the Medical Faculty of the 
Calcutta University, which has now got 18 memWi-s, of it two are 
elected by the members of the Faculty fnun among the medical pro* 
feasion, not ne<‘esHaril\ counect4*d with any college ru* sclnad and two 
are electe<l by the registered graduates from among the memlHMs of the 
profession y The ('ob utta University since its foundation in 1857 »m- 
wanls has act epted the principle of admitting outside prat titioners into 
the highest medical faculty in BtMigal, I mean, the Medical Kio ulty of 
the Ciilcuttu University. I challeng<» the Ilon'ble Mr. Molterly to slicrw 
that by admitting cmt.side ])nic(itioners to the gi»verning body of the 
State Medical Fat'ulty of Bengal the htandard of medical education 
in this province will Ik* lowered. If y<m take the peirentage. Sir, the 
number of medical practitioners to the total strength of the Faculty 
comes to about 1,4th or I 'otii of the numWr. Dr. Ray's resolution 
proposes that three meinWrs <»f the profession (»ul of a gnmp <»f 12 or 
13 shall be elected from among the registered medical practitioners, 
which means a proportion of J of the total number; I say that 
Mr. MoWrly’s second argument falls io the ground. 

Then. Su*, the Hoirble Meml>er has passed over the most ira|s>iiftnt 
proposition which is l>etore the Uouncil to-day. The State Medical 
Fai’ulty has now taken up new functions. Last \ear clause 7 of the 
<iinginul resolution was alleretl. The original clause 7 reads thus — 

“ Only students who undergo a course of study in medical strience 
in Government medical schools or colleges, or in schools or (ollegee 
which have l>een recognised in this behalf by the Council of Medical 
Registration, shall be allowed to present themwdves for examination 
for memliership and licentiateship of the Faculty, etc., etc,” 

The proviso to this clan.se has been changed in this way : 

“ Provided that if the courses of training imparted by a particular 
school or college materially differs from the i^ourses detailed in the 
schedule, the suitability of the courses taken by the C4indidate from 
encb a school or college for the Primary and Intennediate examian* 
tions shall be decided by the governing body of the Stale Medical 
Faculty.” 

As I pointed out, Sir, during the diecuesion on the amending Bill 
laet year, this is a clear encroiclifBeiit on the duties and functions nl 
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the Bengal Council of Medical Eegistitition. It is, of course, open to* 
any examining body to say that it is not satisfied with the courses of 
study or with the certificate granted by ihe head of a particular school 
or college which has been re<*ognised for the pui*po8e by the Bengal 
(’ouncil of Registration and refuse to admit the boys of these schools to 
their examinations. All that the examining body can say is that it 
refuses to recognise such courses of study, etc., for the purpose of 
admission to examinations and not that it wants to find out what a 
particular institution is doing, and in what way the courses of train- 
ing imparted I)y the j)articular school or college differs from the courses 
mentioned in the schedule. And how do you find out the courses of 
training}^ It is only by enquiring alKuit the number of lectures given 
in a particular school or cfdlege and so forth. It may be necessary 
even to find out the fees jaud by the students in those schmds and* 
cx)lleges. If this pnaedure to In* followed by the State Medical 
Faculty then I subn)it, Sir, that the time has come when you ought to 
IKipularise the State Medical Faculty and put it on an elective basis. 
The original res(dution of the 11th August, 1914, clearly states that 
“ it is undesirable that the functions of this ('ouncil (the (Council of 
Medical Registration), which is largely ele<*tive. and is the first step 
tow'ards Helf-government in the ])rofession, should be trenched upon 
by any other lK»d> , and the res|>onsihiIities of (he State Medical Faculty 
will therefore In* confined to arranging for the examination of students 
from colleges and schofds which have l)een ap}>roved for this jiurpose 
by the ('ouncil of Medical Registration.” Mark the words, Sir, ** 
arrange for the examination of students from colleges and schools 
which have Wn approved for this puii>ose by the rouncil of Medical 
Registratnm.” There is no mention there that they should also go 
further and find out whether that pjirticular school or college is giving 
a [mrticular course of le<tures or imparting such instruction as con- 
forms to the subjects mentione<l in the schedule. Sir. if you look into 
the schedule you w ill find that the details that are mentionwl there are^ 
veiy vague. 

3 p.m. 

We find in the M-hedule are mentioned ” Instructions in subject* 
such as organic chemistry, elementary physics and elementary biologj'.”^ 
How on earth is the governing b^aly of the State Medical Facility 
going to find out whither in a particular school or college the courses 
of training imparted differ from those mentioned in the schedule 
unless it is also prepared to find out and inquire whether the teachers 
that are tqqminied to teach those subjects are suitable teachers or 
not, whether the iniinber of le<'tures or demonstrations given %f> 
students in practical classes are conducted in such a way as to conform 
not to certain schesiies which are mentioned in the schedule, hut Us 



RESOLUTIONS. 


<'frtain interpietatioii.> of the schedule which miprht be put on it by 
the governinjf boily of the State Medical Faculty. Therefore I say. 
Sir, either withdraw the ameiidin^r order or make the State Medical 
Faculty an elected body, and not a Ivnly ci'eated by an executive 
Act of Government. 

Now I come to the next proposition. It might have been a panicky 
measure in 1914 and I who was in the thick of it know full well all 
the circumstaiues under which the measure was bnuight in. It is 
a long story and it is not necessary for me to gt) iuio that. If it 
were a panicky measure and if it was considered then by the Govom- 
ment that an elected body like the Bengal Council of Medical Regis- 
tration should not have control both over the medical examination 
and teaching in particular scluKils and colleges, that it would be 
practically giving over the control of medical education in all ite 
branches to an elected body; and therefore that there w'hs need for 
executive action of this character, may I ask why after lo years' 
«xiM»rience it is still necessary to have a nominated State Medical 
Faculty for Bengal, esp«*< ially as one of the Ministers in charge of 
L<sal Self-Government has already given an undertaking that this 
matter will l>e iiupiired into and settled as desired by the Coviucil. 
What is the result of keeping this system »»f nomination!^ If you 
l(K>k at the composition of the governing ImkIv you will find that it 
consists of the Superintendents of the ('ampWl Medical Sclund, Dacca 
Meiiical Scho(d, Uoiin]dsha> MtMlical ScIum)! at Burdwan and Lytton 
Medical S(‘hool at Mymeiisingh, all are llieie us f‘.r-offirio membeCs 
and all of them are (iovernmeiif scbrnds. Where is the place there 
for an> medical scdusd other than Government sclunds which have 
been recognised by the Bengtil Coumil of Mfsdical Registration F 
Mr. Moberly has said— in view of this resolution and not Wfore— 
that Government have already undertaken to inquire if it is diMiir- 
able to juit the Sui>eriiitendents of the non-Government medical Hi!bo<ds 
on to the State Medical Faculty. If there have been one or two 
members of the medical profession who have l)een taken into the 
Faculty in the ]>a8t, they have been taken in, not as ejt-officio membert 
as in the case of the Suj>erinlendents of Government medical schools. 

Here we have gtit a Medical Fai'ulty entirely controlled by Govern- 
ment. We have got some of the Superintendents of Government 
medical schools well represented on that body and this body is entitled 
to inquire into the courses of training imparted in non-Govemment 
schools and colleges and then we are told do not touch the State 
Medical Faculty; let it remain what it is/* namely, a product of an 
executive Act, ** and do not bring in outside practitioners becansa 
it may lower the standard and also make the governing body nn* 
srioldy.” 
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Alter all, a8 I laeationed the other day, the concern of my Iriends^ 
on the Treasury bench for the people of this country is unbounded 
and their interest and sympathy are without limits. If the standard 
is lowered and if the medical education imparted to students in schools 
and ox^lleges is lowered, w’ho suffers? Not the Hon’ble Mr, MoWrly, 
because he will never be treated by an Indian in any case, but the 
people to suffer will be the people of this comitrj*, our own kith and 

kin; and if the general practitioners on whom lies the entire respon- 

sibility for treating the people of Bengal will consent to low'er this 
standard, knowing full well what it will mean, I can only say that 
they will be prafdicully running in a vicdous cii-cle. I hope and trust 

that the medical profession is not gf)ne so far l>eyond i^demption 

as to agree to such a proposition. Therefore, 1 say that the pro- 
position put forward in the resolution of Dr. Kuininl Saiikar Ray 
should he (jonsidered immediately; eithei thi^ ■should be done or the 
amendment which was ma<le last year should l>e withdrawn so that 
the State Medical Faculty may remain purel\ an examinini: bod> 
as it was in the past. 

•URCeON-CENERAL with GOVERNMENT (Ma)or.Canir«l 

Godfrty Tata) 8 May I explain to Dr. Roy that in iny opinion section 
7, which he has quoted, does not give any power to the State Medical 
Faculty to inspect schools in Bengal but a paragraph was added in. 
order that it should have the power to decide whether the schools in 
provinces outside Bengal came up to the standard which the State 
Medical Fa(‘uUv of Bengal recpiired. 

Of. RIOHAN ONANDRA ROY: May 1 inquire where he finds 
that expression; I do not find it in my copy of the resolution which 
runs thus: “Provided that if the courses of training imparted by 
a particular school or college materially differs from the course 
detailed in the schedule, the suitability of the courses taken by a 
candidate for such a sK^hool or college for the primary and intermediate 
examination shall be decided by the governing body of the State 
Medical Faculty.’* There is no mention of schools outside the province 
in this. 

Mh|aM2aniral CRDFRIY TAT€: But that was the idea. 

Or* RIDHAN CHANDRA ROY: On a point of persona] explana- 
tion. This explanation of General Tate lends support to my point of 
riew. I find that it is possible for the nominated body to give any 
interpretation to its rules as it likes and the sooner it ceases to extsi 
the better. 
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Or* KUMUO MNICAR RAY* After the able reply of Dr. Bidbaii 
Cluuidra iloy touchiuir all the points there in hardly anythiag left 
for me to reply, but Dr. Itoy ha.s missed one |)oiiit. It is not quite^ 
known to many memliers of this House how the State Medical Faculty 
is a close preserve of Government institutions. I will tell you how. 
The regulations of the Beiiptl CouiHil of Medical Rejri strut ion, which 
is authoriseil to ins[>ect all medical schools before they are recogitised, 
do not apply to Government institutions. There is a distinction made 
between Government schools in respect of rwognition and private 
schools. As soon as a Government medical school is start etl, a 
fication is made in the Calcutta Gazette that such and such a school 
has been started and a simple nutiticatiou in the Gaxette is quite 
enough for recognition. No inspection is made and the students of 
that school are allowed to sit for the Faculty’s examinations. It has 
been admitted to me, Sir, by high Government officials that there 
are various Government mufas.sal .schwds which do not come »ip to 
the standard. The way in which the (Government are iniilti]dyiug 
the number of medical schcnds which have been kept delibera^elv out 
of bounds of the (’ouncil of Medical IG^istration and are independent 
of it brings to the forefmnt the fact that Government are wilftiUy 
perpetuating a lower standard for Government schcmls and at the 
same time putting obstacles in tho growth of private medical institu- 
tions by enforcing rigorous scrutiny and inspection by ('ouncil of 
Medical Registration. That is a [mini which they are trying to hide 
from the public but we should all emphuticuilly protest against thia 
differential tieatment. So far they have done it ver>’ cleverly. 

I gave notice of a resolution to i-emove this differential treatment 
but us it has been balloted towards the end in the list of resolutions 
I hardly think it will be reached. But we must emphasise the need 
for reconstitution of the State Medical Faculty and for introduction 
of the elective element in it. I have no doubt that the gocal sense 
of this Council will prevail, especially in view of the facft that we have 
been so long assured of reform in this res[>ect and I request ray 
friends even on the other side of this House to support the resolution 
which I have the ^rreat pleasure of moving. 


TIm HofilMn Mr. A. N. MOBERLYs May I my a word in view 
of the fact that an entirely new matter has been intrcKluced by the 
last speaker, namely, the allegation that Government are wilfully 
obstructing private schools and not allowing inspection of (3overn- 
ment schools and are wilfully keeping the standan! low. The ques- 
Boh of medical schools is actually within the province of iny friend 
the Minister in charge of Medical Department, but t hope he will 
•ot mind my aaying a word or two on the subject because ft haa 
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#ome bearin/ar on the resolution. There is nothing whatever io prevent 
the Council of Medical Registration from inspecting Government 
schools. 

Dr. KUMUD tANKAR RAY: May I put a question to the Hon'ble 
llemberP 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You may do that at the end of the Hon'ble 
Member’s speech. 

Thi Han’bla Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Government have every 
intef^t in keeping the standard as high as possible not only in their 
■oiio^ls but also in other schools. It is perfectly true that medical 
schools have been started in the miifassul but they have been started 
in re8p<in8e to a very considerable popular demand. 

As regards the (piestioti of statute 7 of the State Medical Faculty 
the facts are as stated hy the Surgeon-t jenoral. It was not intended 
to give them any power <»f inspection as regards schools in Bengal; 
it was intended to give them that power in the interests of students 
who came from other jn-ovinces so that their credentials may be 
examined with a view to admitting them to the examinations in 
Bengal. I undertake to have the drafting of that statute re-examined 
with a view to making the p<»iiit clear. 

Dr. KUMUD 8ANKAR RAY: May 1 know the names of the 
institutions whi^h have l>een rei'ognised by the (’ouucil of Medical 
Registration and of those whieh have applied for recognition P 


TIM Hon’bit Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: I ask for notice of that 
4)uesiioa. 


Dr. BIDHAN GHANDRA ROY: May I ask a question })ertaining 
to itP How many of the Government medical schools have been 
ttisi>ected by the Bengal Council of Medical Registration and how 
^ften within the last few years? 

Mafar^lmral GODFREY TATE: The power of inspection only 
•came in with the passing of the new Act, I mean the Bengal Medical 
Act; this |>ower they had not in the past. Now the Council of Regis* 
iration have the power to inspect any school whether Government or 
j;>nvate. 
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The motion of Dr. Kumud Saukar Hay wm then put and a diviaiou 
taken with the followiujr result : 


AYES. 


Aeliarlya Chauaiiuri, Makaraja ftiaaki 
Kama. 

Altai, Maulvi lyad Muhammad. 

Mhaauid, l^aulvi Aitmuddin. 

Altaullah, Mr. lyad Md. 

Safohi, Aahu Romat Chandra. 

•anarjaa, Or. eramaihanath. 

Oanarjaa, lalHi Rramatha Nath. 

•a»tt, Babu Baai Btlihar, 

Mitaraa, Babu Burandra Nath. 

Bata, Babu Bajay Krishna. 

Basa, Mr. tubhas Chandra. 

Chahraburtty, Babu Jattndra Nath. 
Chahravarti, Babu iagindra Chandra. 
Chattarlaa, Brijut Bijay Kumar. 

Oat Supta, Or. d. M. 

Oatta, Babu Ahhil Chandra. 

Outt, Babu taral Kumar. 

OanBUly, Babu Khapandra Nath. 

Qhatt, Babu Amarandra Nath. 

Ohath Maulik, Mr. tatysndra Chandra. 
Gupta, Mr. JafMh Chandra. 

Hapua, Kati Cmdadul. 

Husain, Khan Bahadur Maulvi tyad 
Mapbul. 

Kanm, Maulvi Abdul. 


Khan, Khan Bahib Maulvi Muattam All. 
Lala, Babu Baroda Krlpa. 

Main, Babu Mahandra Nath. 

Mittar, Rai Bahadur Mannwlha Nath. 
Moitra, BriJut Jagandra Nath. 

Mukarjaa, Brijut Tarahnalh. 

Natkar, Babu Ham Chandra, 
eat Chaudhuri, Mr. Ranjit. 

Rahim, Bir Abd>ur-. 

Rahman, Maulvi Amur. 

Rahman, Maulvi Bhamtur*. 

Rahman, Mr. A. P. M. Abdur-. 

Raikat, Mr. Prosanna Dab. 

Ray, Babu Burandra Nath. 

Ray, Or. Kumud Bankar. 

Ray, Brijut Radha Oobinda. 

Ray, Or, Bidhan Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. D. N. 

Ray. Mr. Kiran Bankar. 

Ray Chaudhuri, Rai Bahadur Batyandra 
Nath. 

Barkar, Babu Naliniranjan. 

Ban, Brijut Nagandra Nath. 

Ban Gupta, Mr. 4. M. 

Buhrawardy, Mr. N. B. 


NOES. 


Ahamad, Maulvi Katiruddm. 

Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Bmaduddin. 
Blair, Mr. 4. R. 

CaMvIls, Mr. A. 

Chaudhuri, tha Han'bla Nawab Bahadur 
Baiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur. 
Cohan, Mr. O. 4. 

Dash, Mr. A. J. 

Drummond, Mr. 4. G. 
gyla, Mr. 4. N. 

Ghota, Mr. M. C. 

Cllehrlst, Mr. R. N. 

Gordon, Mr. A. 0. 

Nogg, Mr. G. e. 

Hoaain, tha Hon'bla Nawab Muaharruf, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Hussain. Maulvi Latafat. 


Jankina, Dr, W. A. 

Kasam, Maulvi Abul. 

Khan, Maulvi Tamiiuddin. 

Marr, tha Hon'bla Mr. A. 

Mittar. tha Hon'bla BIr Provaah Chundar. 
Mobarly, tha Hon'bla Mr. A. N. 

Philpot, Mr. H. C. V. 

Prantiaa, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Ray, Babu Nagandra Narayan. 

Rota, Mr. Q. F. 

Barkar, Rai Bahib Rabati Mohan. 

•attar, Khan Bahib Abdus. 

Binha, tha Hon’bla Raja Bahadur 
Bhupandra Narayan. 

Btaplaton, Mr. H. B. 

Tata, Ma|or<Oanarai Oodfray. 

Thompson, Mr. W. H. 


Thi* Aye^ Iwinjr iiml ihe N<m»h HI the motion was rarried. 
H-lo p.ni. 

PRCSIDENT: Memlx^rs will pleune note that the deeision 
now reaeked wijtes out similar renolutions fitunilinjf in the names of 
Btbu Amarendra Nath (ihone, Babu Naliniranjan Sarker and Dr. 
Knmtid Sankar Ray (hemti Non. 54, 66 and S''! of the Lint). 
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Introduction of a Bill to ropeal the provisions of tlio Court-fees 
(Amendment) Act and Indian Stamp (Amendment) Act. 

Mr. RANJIT PAL CHOUDHURI: Sir, the resolution which 1 
tfj move for the kind consideration (d the House runs follows: — 

“ I his (’ouricil rec oiiiinends to the Ooveininent that they be jileased 
to introduce* a jtill in order to repeal toitliwith the provision of the 
Henpd ('ourt-f(‘es (Amendment) Act of I92‘J (Bengal Act Tl of 1922) 
and of the Indian (Specified Instruments) Stamps Act, 1924 (XTII 
of 1921) in so far us Honj^al is concaoned.’’ 

Sir, the two amending Acts f<»r whose lejieal I seek the assistance 
of (his House* weie enac ted us puiel\ loeal measures in 1921 and 1923, 
respect ive*lv. Theie is a little* history behind the passin^^’ of the two 
eniic’tme‘nts which iic^eds (e» be* tedd. It was the beffinninj«r of the 
Iteforms (lien. So natuiallv peejple* who a e*)e so minded e*.\ju‘cteel a 
jfooei deal out of them AVe* all know that owin^ to the ju<t anef 
l^eueious !iea(me*n( of oui tiie-nd laud .\Ie*ston oui pieivinee in parti- 
e*uiar had to stait (he Ue‘feuins witli a ti^lit purse treun tlie ver\ ou(>.«*t. 
'I'hat aiianp'ment, foi^n*d h\ laiik 1 mpe*i ial ist> on the* l?n]»(*iial anvil,. 
UUH eh'si^rm.fj to brin^’ aliout a slow and ^^radual de^eneiation ot Hen^^al. 
So that from the* v<‘ry start a deficit l)udp*t is annually ajeiueliended — 
not on account of any drcui^ht oi famine or for underlakinjr any juo- 
ject lM*neHcia) to the* preevince. but a‘» a natural sequenc'e of that 
inianious Meston Award. Naturally, therefore, man\ were the* de'viee** 
aelopte‘d (o me*e( the* eh‘(i< it tiiiam lal situation <H(Uinn^ annually. 
Aboeit 1921. pretending it to be* a siop.^aji an a n^*e*me‘nf , the* se ale of 
fees and the* stamji tlut\ was iaise*d. Sn .lohn K(*n . on whose shoublejs 
fell (he task of piloting; the ('oult-lee^ .Vmendinj? Aet, souj^fht the 
just itie’at ion for (he introdurtion of the nn'usure the stiaitened oon- 
ditieen of the* juoviiieial finuiit e The mtble Seejte h knight. while 
admitting' that the ineTeme*!! scales would of course affect the poorer 
e bis.se*s like other classes, trusted that the\ would not on the whole 
aflc'ct giie*vously. Mind nui, Sii. \et tlie ineuease was by o9 per cent, 
aiiel 100 jwr cent, in the case of stamps, Hy wa\ of indirect threat 
it was t?iM*n out that if the Hou.se would not aec'ept the amending 
A( ts the land cess iiiifrht have to iiie iease to meet the deficit. Still 
the cess increased in some eases to o\er 400 per ctuit. admitted by 
(loverniueiit in (heir letter to me. No. IT1S2 L. U , dated the 29th 
Septemher, 192S, But that is, Sir, a dijrressioii. Sir John Kerr con- 
cluded by sayinjr that the increase was to affect a minority but it 
was nothin); conijiared to the aims and aspirations of the Govenimeut 
unfortunately not fully disc*lo8ed hv him in return for the proj>oseJ 
increased scale. His ro!b»a)rue. Sir »Surendra Nath Banerjea, of holy 
memory, in pleadinff for Sir John’s cause plibly told the Omncil that 
the revenue that would he derived from the increases! sicales would be 
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employea in cnnihatinK malaria, that ^loul iuul fell euemv uf 
f>ur WkniKhted friend, then a Minister and a (olleajtne «d Sir SimMuiru 
Nath Banerjea, and m>w a fulI-Hedirt*d Executive MemlH*!, ehniuentiy 
enumerated a hmjr list of nation-lmildin^'^ dejiartments that would h^^ 
fed hy the ad<litional revenue. Evidently the (itwernment memhera 
were hand and ^do\e with one am.ther tti lull the (’ouiuil into an 
assuranee of the i^ood causes that would l>e furthered h\ tlie revenue 
that w(»ul<l l)e yielded l)y tlie additi.mal imreuM* in cotjit4ees and 
stamps. The majority of menilH'is wUn^v heart w\is sound vehementlv 
opposed the measures. But the Bills were eventually passed in great 
tiavail ami muv it seems that the in<-iease«l scales have rome to stay 
with us. Despite the warm assurances of the two nohle Indian knigdds 
we know from our exjieriem e how far the nation-huihling (h*|nn tnienf s 
ha\e lx*en fosteied h\ the new sup)»lies The less. Sir, 1 dil.ite uj»on 
them the better. 

Sii, there was ahsidutely no justification for the (fONcinment to 
lenort to that form of indirect taxation and putting' a pnunium upon 
litigation ami sidemn co\enants. The (Government was (ull\ awaie 
that the laws of the count r\ were so fTumed that litigation and solemn 
((oenant wtoe an eNei\da\ neressitv and not a luvniy at all for the 
people ami thus the\ were made (he easiest a\enne«. ihiongh which 
^onie additional lexenue <ovdd he hnuiglil in. 1 nia\ tell you, Sir, 
that vime DMl the income unclei “('iniI .lustoi**’ e\en without the* 
additional .scales alwa\s exceedc*d tin* c'Xpeiidit uie. In fart (here has 
alwa\s Ihmoi a sufficient credit halamc* on this head. The* snrpluH has 
alwa\-s h<*en diverted to other chanmds hut the nat lon-huilding depart- 
mc'iits It hecanie eNentually patent that the additional revcoiiies was 
raised to m»‘et the iin noise in salaiies which wioit U]i hy leaps and 
hounds tliiough the kind cdlices of our just and generous friend, 
Lord I>‘e. and so the talk <oi the pait of the (ioveinment ]ieoph* that 
the increase was uinool at jooNidtiijL; hiigei tuiids for the nation- 
huilding depuitments was a huge hoax. I feai the same fate* for the 
I*rimai> Education Bill, hut I h<»pe the Ifniise is mU going to he 
du)»ed again. 

Sir. after the (Great War when theie was a g-n'at straitriess in the 
financial resourc#«i then* might have lM*eii some justification for an 
additional taxation to meet the costs. But now tlml the* financial 
situation has eased itself everywhere owing t<» normal conditions pre- 
vailing, it liehoves the (fovernnierit to call hark the amending Acts ami 
restore the old scales. 

Sir, in these matter-of-fact daya I do not wanf to tiie the pafienc’e 
of the House wdth an academic di«<*u.ssion by cjiioting’ Benlham and other 
noted jurists as to whether justice should l>e taxed at all so as to 
justify hax'ing court-fees and stamp duties or not. But if court-fees 
and .stamp duties are justified for defraying the costs of the resiieftive 
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departments there is surely no justification to augment the revenue 
derived therefrom in order to meet expenditure elsewhere. 

Sir, if the apologists of the Government would now tell us that 
if the old order of things was restored there would he a fall in tin* 
rev'cniie including the deficit in expeiidit ure, 1 would say to them in 
adopt the reconmiendatioiis jn toto of the Provincial Retrench men i 
(’ommittee and economise their costs in other depaitments and con- 
‘•ei\e their rcHouncs whereby to find the requisite expenditure. 1 
would always imj)resv ujmhi them the necessity for cutting down tln^ 
ever-increasing jiolice expenditine which has assumed unusual J)r(»- 
jiortions and for which we do not get a pi opoi t lonate return. Tln^ 
curtailimuit of this expenditure will release a decent amount by whii li 
the items «)f expioiditure now met by the additional im-ome from 
court-fees and stain]> duties a?e fed. The Court-fees and Stamp 
Amending Acts involving the increased scales can thus 1 h‘ easily 
abrogated. 3’o make a profit out of the administration of justice i-' 
simply indefensilde. 

Sir, the adiliiional increase of levenue from court-fees and stam[> 
dutii’s was evidently resorted to as a sort of taxation but such a mode 
of taxation did not fulfil an\ of tlie ?ecogni/.ed imidents inasmuch 
as such a taxation instead of Immii^ indirect lias been direct and it 
has fallen not upon luxuries but U]>on neiessities and it has fallen 
upon those, inspite of (io\ernmenCs jiretmisifui , more on those who 
ait* incapable of bearing it .lusticc has bt‘i*n th*ar enougli in out 
countr*\ alreadv ; the amending .\cts iia\t‘ made it dealer still. 

Sir, in conclusion I shall only adtl tliat if tin* House is ctuivincetl 
that the incteased scales have atfet ted oui jieojde j»iejudicially, it is 
high time that it should attaud m> lesolutnui a heaitv supjMut. 

3-3(t p.iu. 

Babu JATrNDRA NATH CHAKRABURTTY: I rise to suppoit 
the re.solution mo\ed In Mr. Hanjit Pal ('hoiidhuri. He has already 
tlrawn tin* attcntitin ot the House as to tin* t ircumstantes under which 
tin* court-fims stinup was enhauctal ami is heavih wtdghing uiKin the 
litigants of lleiigal. l.itigatiou is on the increase. The litigants, 
most of whom ernue tiom the |ioor agrii ultural ]>opulation. are blewling 
under the heavy ex|M‘nses of law courts. Sir, on prinr iple it is bad to 
tax justice. To make a profit out of admini-stration of justice is simjdy 
indefensible. To make a larger profit out of it for administrative 
charges is still niort‘ imiefensible. The rate of court-fees and stamjis 
should be as little as |s»ssible. We understand that in England these 
fees are tattvl u(> to the extent of meeting the <osts of the department 
of justice and leaves no surplus. But here you make a large profit and 
instead of reducing rates you have increased it and it is still increas- 
ing. Under a recently amende<l order and rule of Civil Procedure 
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Code, which has come into force from the 1st of Jumiarv last the puWic 
IS required to file a iietition with each plaint to. servu.jr summons on 
the debtor and to pay court-fees tor it. Kven in Soviet Hums, a against 
whom we hear so mm h f.om you liti^mnls get justi.e at much lesser 
lost. Where does the incidence of ihi- ta.\ation fally Hankers, land- 
lords and other people tmi\ have to pat the ,osts first hut in the long 
tun the citst ot litigation come troin the pis'ket of the pisir tenant or 
debtor. It is the poor peoide whose lite Is a long drawn sigh from 
tear's end to year's end who hate to pat the ex|ien.ses ot litigation, 
■•sir, tliese ]K'ople liave buiilcn enough and tlieir burden have lamn 
im reused by the amended Court-lee and Stamp .Vets id llt'JV.’ and 1!>-M iti 
the teeth of non-olln iai op|Kisiiion. It is well known to eteiv menibei 
of till' ( otiiii il that it!) |H'i (ciit ot the icM'iiue derited tioiii tile sale 
of inuit-fcc stuTiijcs is raised (rtnu j»eistni.«. win* pi in Muiisirs (’inirt 
ni Didei to se»‘k lelief \\ lio are these jM'isous who MM‘k leliet iii sileh 
tttuits.*' Kvei\ oTie knows that a \ast uiaiouity of suits whith aie iu.sti- 
futed III ili(*se ('fonts arc suits for reco\tr\ of arreuis ,,1 tent aiit! dehts. 
that is to say laiidloi ds, shojtke(‘j»ers and iiionev -lendei s sue their 
tioiants, cu.sloineis and delMots foi failur<‘ to pav in time. Ami 
wh> dt) thf'x tall to |»a\ luwause thmi nieoine is not siilln tent to meet 
then watits 1 hese landhods, inone\ -lendei s and shfipkeepeis when 
thc\ sm* tlieir dihtois, tlic\ ai(‘ coinptdled to pa\ e(»uit-iees loit w lien 
is na.ss**d the\ also po defiees toj <ouit*i(*es and othei incifiental 
(osts in addilnoi tlnoi i laiin .tml lealisc lh«*n dues 1>\ simziiij^* tlnor 
persfinal piope?t\ and putting'’ tliem in the civil jail. 

llie time has aitualix ( <om* when t 1 m‘ laws of c(ont*tees ami stamps 
teijune to he retast to suit the puh'n. ilavniir lepiid lt» ihc eiononiie 
((Oidition of tlie cfoni'i\ ami the \ei\ limited M*sfonces ni the p(*ople 
It IS lii^''h time that both the amemlefi (’ourt-fees ami Stani|» Acts should 
he rejiealed 

SUHRAWARDYt Mi. piesnlent, Sn, I s\ mpat hist* en- 
tirely wnh the (d>je( I of the i(*soluimii, hut I am sfiif\ that it is not 
po.ssilde foi iiH t.) snj.poit It at this stap* of oin finamev. '| he lienpil 
Af t was jiassed foi tin* pinpo*'!' id making up the <lefi( it w fiieh the 
Meston Awaid iinpfised upon u> ami althoiit^li it has not fulfilled the 
ohjef t to the e.Meiit whnh we llnomdit, it has mel if lo an appHo iahle 
f'Xtent (t this Aft was lejxMlrd. we do n<jt knov\ whfoi* w»* shall 
turn toi the jonpi s#' of <an\inp'’ on tjo* oiflinaiv «*\pensMs of tin* admin- 
istration. So far as we kiiffw the defii it this \eai is Jfs. 75 lakhs. 
1 here has heeii a windfall ffwin^ fu fin death of a IfH'al jute ina^nate 
which ma^ stave ufT luiu for a period of tw'o veais, hut nevertheless if 
the Henpil Act was repealed the ruin will come much sooner. Of cfiurne 
the Simon rommi.ssiou may think that the iiiifiine as shown in onr 
Budget is a norma] income and is not ahnonnul obtained )i\ abnormal 
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methods and over-taxation, brought about by the necessity of increasing 
our revenues. Hut this matter can be urged before the Simon Commis- 
sion by the authorities concerned so that they may not be under any 
iiiisajijuehenNion as to the actual state of affairs, and may make proj>er 
provision on the basis of our normal income. This is entirely a 
matter of figures, and I think pi'ovision should l)e made so that we may 
Im? in a j>osition to repeal the Act and btilance our Budget at the same 
time. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: J beg to sup[Kjrt this resolution. 
Mr. Suhrawuidy has saul that at this stage of our finances we cannot 
accept this resolution. I beg to submit that by simply jxissing this 
resolution (iovernmcnt would be in ncj way einbaira.ssed ; (Government 
can eitb(*r accept or ncd accept this resolution. I understand (lovern- 
meni canuol in the eircunistance.s ac-cejct the recommendation if the 
resolution is jcassed, but I submit tbai if this resolution is i>assed, it 
will only lielp (Government in fighting for unsettling the Meston A^sard 
which lias been ebaructeri.sed as notorious ])y the mover cif the resolu- 
tion. 'Fberefore, I think, (lovernmerM should not put any .serious 
opposition t<»r defeating this resolution, although the\ cannot su])port it, 

I wrmid, t hert»f(uc*. without adding further words, suj)]»ort this resolu- 
tion and ask ♦•\«*rv one in this House* to su])]»ort it for the sake of 
]>ol ic> , 

MEMBER in cKarge of DEPARTMENT of FINANCE (tho Hon’blo 
Mr. A. Marr): Mr. Suhrawurdy has explained the present ]W)sition 
very cl<*arl\ and I have little to add. As ivgards the lust speaker’s idea 
that by this House passing this resolution it would strengthen the hands 
of (Government in fighting the Mestoi. Award, 1 fail to see any force 
in this argument at all. We want to tackle tho situation in a different 
way altogether when we come to fight the Meston Awanl. 

Coming to the resolution itself, it deals with two Acts. 1 take the 
second Act first the Indian (Specified Instruments) Stamp Act, 1924. 
This was only a validating Act passed by the Indian I/egislature to deal 
with certain documents, documents of a certain class which had l>een 
exernte«l in British India at any time after the 23rd September, 1923, 
and iH'fnre the 1st .\pril. 1924. It wa*’ simply a validating Act, and 
J think the mover of the resolution will agree that we are not con- 
cerned with that Act now. 

An rt'gards the fir>t Act, Mr. Suhrawardy ha.s already explained 
the situation. The mover has cursed the Meston Award: every one 
in this Tlouve will agree with him in cni-sing that award. In 1922 we 
found that we were very short of money. (Government reviewed all 
the different arena.s of taxation and fiuallv der ided to concentrate on 
thrr'e, raising the eouH-fees, niising the stamp dutie.s and introducing 
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a new tax in the ghape of betting and nmuNeinent tax. I am pi’epaml 
to admit that there are serious objeetions io all these taxes, but I fail 
to find that aiiv s^)eaker to-day has ]u'odu(*eil any other suggestion. 
If any ineml>er of this ll(»use or if the public can prodm'e a Iwtter sug- 
gestion, I would welcome it. Itul it ver\ noticeable that, while some 
of the s[»eakers to-day have raised fvbjections to these taxes, they have 
made no alternative Migg«*stions. It is true that wheti these tuxes were 
intn)dmed by Sir John Kerr in 1922. we ex]»ecte<l M>me increase in 
revenue and that the Ministers, the late Sir Surendra Natli Hanerjea 
and Sir Provash (’hunder Mitter, now my ILurble colleague, were led 
to hope for a certain share in th»‘ increase of revenue ]>ro<luce«l b\ tliose 
taxes. Hut onr hopes were altogetht*r iiustrated. ’riiere was slump 
in trade; the receipts troin stamps tell ott that year and in August we 
lia<l to revi(»w the whole situation and make wholesub* rtd remhments, 
roughly of alM>ut 10 per <ent. in ever\ department. The present 
]KJ'‘ition is little hetlei. I'he mo\er of this resoluli<»n has said that the 
finamial situation has ease«l all over. Where he got that from 1 do 
not know. We are not a bit Ixdter off in Hengal as I will W able to 
ghow (vn the 20th of this nmnth. W’e have made a calculation of what 
tlu‘H(* taxes havt* produci'd and as iieafly as we lan get it, they have 
])mdu('ed Ps. 2 ( loies and 11 lakhs, which works out to an yearly 
average of just ovci Rs. Jo lakhs. We lannot possibly afford to lose 
this levenue in the piesent state (if out finances. 

T iherefoie ojipose this resolution and consider it inopportune in 
the pie.s 4 Mit financial position of Hengal. 

<The mover of the resolution was not present to n*ply.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Tlie mover is not here. I think he ought to 
bave I)€*en here and listened to the debate to prove his eurnestnens 
alxiut the resolution be movo<l. 

The motion of Mr. Ranjit Pal C’houdhuri was then put and a 
division taken with the following result : — 


AYES. 

Akamai, Maulvi Awmiidiin. j rsl Chaiiiliuri, Hr Ran|)t. 

HMii, Maulvt Tamifiiiiin. | 


NOEt. 


Wair, Mr. J. 11. 

CaMiila, Mr. A. 

CteMikori. tiM Ha«*W« Nawak Rakaitir 
tajyM Nawak Ali* Kkan Makaiw. 
Cakan, Mr. a. J. 

Oaak, Mr. A. i. 


OnMMkaai, Mr. 4. 0. 


Forraattr, Mr. 4. Oamukall. 

Fyft, Mr. 4. H. 

CMMkrlttt Mr. A. M. 

MM, Mr. r. N. 

Naft, Mr. 0. f. 

MaMla. tiM Naa*Ma Mavrak Mi n kar nif , 
Kkafi kakaiar. 
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MliflW, Hr. W. A. 

KaHni, Mmlvl AM«I. 

Harr, tiM Mr. A« 

liaeiiMlito, Mr. 1. T. 

Mittar, ttM Naii*Ma Sir Fravuli Clmiidtr 
MaAtfly, tiM Mr. A. N. 

PAIfin, Mr. 4, Y. 
atellpM, Mr. N. C. V. 
yrtntlM, Mr. W. a R. 

ROM, Mr. Q. F. 

Roy, Mr. Rijoy FroooO tingli. 

•ftrAor, Roi tohib Roboli Mohon. 


The AyeH l>«ing 3 and the Noes 34, the motion was lost. 


3-46 p.in. 

Mr. RANfllT PAL CHOUDHURI: On a ]K)ini of pcMsonal explana- 
tion, Sir. 1 have IxHm railed u])on by my leader to express niy regret 
for my abHeTi<‘e fnim the House when the otficial meinl)er wa.s making 
his reply to my resoluticm. I did not mean any discourtesy to the 
rhftir. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Vour statement will l)e recorded in the proceed- 
ings, What I meant was that when a meml^er initiated a debate it 
was clearly his duty to remain in the ('ouncil (’hnmber to listen to it 
us he had the right of re|]ly. 

Mr. RANJIT PAL CHOUDHURI: I shall do so in future. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is all right ; you have already explained. 


•ottar, KlUM Saliib AMro. 
ton, Mr. intioli dmiktra. 
Mmin, tiM Hofi*Mf RniA 
tnopomim Nnmynn. 
•Uploton, Mr. H. t. 
twlirowaf^, Mr. N. t. 

Toto, Mojor-Oonorol Oodfrty. 
moniot, Mr. N. W. 

TiMoiiMon, Mr. W. H. 

Trovort, Mr. W. L. 
WorOnoorth, Mr. W. C. 


Provision for tho oonttruction of Phthisis Ward. 

Babu SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: T beg to move that this 
Council recommends to the Government to provide in the next budget 
a eapitiii g]*aut of Its, l,fK),0t)0 to the Calcutta Me<lical Aid and 
Besnaroh {Society for the constniction of a Phthisis Ward. 

Sir, I need^ hardly say that the object of the Society is a laudablo 
and noble one and I trust that Government will not gnidge to mnk& 
this grant i»f ll-s. 1,00, (KM) to this Society. 

MINISTER in ohargs of DEPARTMENT of LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT (MEDICAL) (the Hon’ble Raja Bhiifiafidra Narayan 
iinha BahadUff of Nashifiur): sir, speaking on behalf of Government 
I am prepared to accept the resolution regarding the grant of 
Ra. 1,00,0()0 to the Calcutta Medical Aid and Research Society for the 
oonatmetion of a phthisis Ward. The spreod of phthisis and tuber* 
ottlosis, specially auioagst the females, in this city is reaching an alarm* 
ing number. Oovernment have hitheirto had a desire to try to cope with 
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it fant the inadequacy of funda stood in their way. At the preaeni 
ittepent, however, aomething must be done to check this and for thia^ 
j>nf|ioee and also for the study of the disease the grant has been made. 
Some of my friends present in this House aere quick in the jmst to criti- 
cise Government for their want of Kynqmthy and initiative to do such 
a^orit. I trust my acceptance of this n^nolutiou will prove in some 
measure that Goveninient are very alert to ine<'t the needs of tho 
peo{de as far us }H>ssible. 


The motion of Babu Surendra Nath Biswas was then put and 
agreed to. 


Staps for neoottary legitUtiofi for ttio mnintonanon of tho 
Prosidofioy Potioe. 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: 1 lag to move that this Countil reeom- 
mends to the Government that the provimial revenues should he- 
relieved of the charges for the mainteiianee of the Presideiiev Ptdice. 
and that the «*x|>eiiditurt' for the same should be met hv fivsh taxatioir 
to lx* lev'ie<l on the citittuis of t'alc-utta, and that the Government 
should iiiniHHliately take Hte)>s to inirtMlnee the netessaiv legislation 
for this pur|x»se. 

Sir, it is with some diffidence that I rise tt» move the resolution 
which stands in my name to this empty and unsympathetic House. 
Sir, the res<dutioii it stands and which [ want to [dace Ix’fore this 
House infriiigi^s on the vest«*d interests of the citixfuis of C^ilcutta, and 
it is a rash a< t on m\ [Mirt to move it in the (^ 1 lcutta Town Hall itself. 
But I am sure, Sir, my !ioii-<vfficial friends will consider the resolution 
on its merit anti merit alone, ami I hojx*. Sir, the Gt»vernment lienchea 
will also ftdlow suit. 

Sir, the recurring exfienditure t.iily for tht» mainUoinnce of tho 
Presidency Polit'o u[i till last year was almut Its, lakhs, and I 
think in the next Budget it will come to about half u crorc. (^dcuUn 
is a big city, it is an im[x*rial city and it requir<*s a great |M)lire foroe^ 
both for ser\’iee and for show. But my grountl is that we the pfa>r 
}>eo]de of Bengal, {people living in the rural areas, are not in the least 
concerned with either the maintenance of pence ami ortler or the regu- 
lation of traffic in the city of (Jalcutta. What diH*s it iriaiter Ui rao 
who has to till the lands alone in a distant land whether a moior-eor 
eoUidee with a tram car or a Itolls Royce comes in collision with a 
bullock cart, either in Chowringhe© or in »Shamha«ir. You have to 
nmititmn constahles, aergeanta and higkly p<iid officials in Calcutta. 
Gklcntta it a rich and proaperoua city and Calcutta should pay for itn> 
police force. Sir, we living in rural areas, we the people of Bengal^ 
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the produceM of wealth, we are told that if we want petty chauki- 
to protect our hearths and our small gardens and piuldy lands, 
not only we are to pay for it but we ore told that we must maintain 
so many chaukidnrs. While the rich })eople of (Tolcutta are rolling 
in wealth, and enjoying all the amenities of civilised life, for their 
watch and ward and for their protection the peasants of Bengal, the 
people of Bengal must pay. Is it fair, is it just and is it equitable? 
Secondly, ('alcutta is a cosinopditan town. There are the merchant 
princes of Clive Street, BurralMizar and Zakaria Street. It is a city 
consisting of i)eople from outside the province. I do not giudge their 
presence; they have increased the wealth of Calcutta but they contri- 
bute absolutely nothing to the provincial revenues. The income-tax 
that is levied from the merchants of Calcutta or from the people of 
Calcutta goes to the Central Government. The customs duty goes to 
the Central Government also and this customs duty although payable 
by the jieoplo of ('alcutfa is realised from the jw'ople of Bengal. The 
income-tax is also earned from the i)eople of Bengal. But they du 
nrd pay anything towards the provincial n'venues. Whatever revenue 
we get out of the citiEcns of Calcutta is the excise revenue — that is 
the only revenue derived from ('al(nitta. But for that we have to 
maintain an extra excise establishment in Calcutta itself. Ijeaving 
those matters aside there are ])eople who come from all pirts of the 
world to (^\l<utta, enjoy all the amenities of life there, but they do 
not c<»iitril>ute a single pice to the jirovincial n*vennes. The provin- 
cial revenues have to pay for the maintenance of a magnificent pdice 
force in ('alcutta. I say it in.iy he iitMe.ssary, absolutely necessary, 
for a town like Calcutta to have a i>olice of that magnificence and mag- 
nitude, but what I submit is that ('alcutta must ]siv for it and not 
the raufassal people. Sir, when we go to the ITon’ble Nnwab Bahadur 
and tell him that a certain pirt of the district wants irrigation and 
drainage for the j»rote<dion of agriculture, we are told that Govern- 
ment is full of syin[>athy but that they are very hard jnnessed for 
wont of funds. When we go to the Hon’ble Nawab Sahib and ask 
him that primary' education should be introduced, he says, “ Yes, 
Oovernment is finite prepired for it but at the same time you must 
tax yourself.” When we go U\ him for an extension of middle and 
eecondarj' schiwds he says, ” Mystdf and iny Government, the Depart- 
ment <if hkiui'ation, an* abstdutely convinced of the reasonableness of 
your arguments and we aix* full of symiwthy for you; hut what can 
I do? The finances of Bengal do not i^ennit us tf» draw more money 
from the Government.” 

4 p.m. 

If we go to the Rnja Bahadur of Nashipur for s«>me sanitary improve- 
ment or medical relief, or for the clearing of jungles, or for the supfdy 
4>f pure drinking water, we hear the same tale. My appeal to aU 
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Hki members of Government is that if they have the courage to ask 
people of Calcutta to pay for their police then something like 
46 or 48 lakhs of nijiees will be released for the purpi>«e of village 
sanitation, imprf>vement of agricultim^ and medical relief all over the 
province. 

You may at the present moment tn'at this with a cert^iin amount 
of hilarity ami contemi)t, hut I tell \ou that the cry that 1 have raised 
to-day is a cry Irom the |HM>j»le of Bengal 

Mlr« PRESIDEHTs What do y<»u siiv, Maulvi Sahib? Do you 
address your remarks to me? 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: \o. Sir. I addres'-sed luy rejnarks tt> those 
members who are laughing. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: V (MI <animt forget that vjmi ha\(* to address 
your remarks to me. 

Maulvi ABUL KA8EM: I was sauug, tlu* <‘ry that I have 

raised IomIuv is the er\ of tlie |H»ople of Bengal by whose industry you 
llouri>h and by whose laliour ls»th the (iovernment and the aristocruey 
exist in this country. Sir, 1 hojie and trust that this resolutii-n will 
be accejitiMl by the House. I do not wish to inflict u long sj^eech on 
you, the case is pure and simple. What we say is that while we. the 
pool |H*ople who liave got no f(KKl — not even two meals a day— no 
goml (lot lies to put on, no mmlicai relief, no sanitation and so forth, 
have to i>ay for our chaukidats for protecting our huts and a few trees, 
why should not the ]>eople of ('uhuitta, roiling in wealth and riding 
their Bolls Boyces jiay for their own |K>lice. It is not just lind fair, 
I submit that the people of ('alcutta ought to pay from their |x>ckeU, 
and the money thus releascsl should l>e devoted to objects of rural 
improvement such us education, sunitaiiun, irrigation, etc. With these 
words, Sir, I commend my re.solution to the House. 

Babu BE40Y KRI8HNA BOSE: I do not know whether Maulvi 
Abul Kasem w'alks on foot in the streets of Calcutta or the roads in 
the mufassal, hut for the last ♦15 years that I have known him, I 
have always seen him moving abfuit in motor cars. 1 do not know 
the makes of those (ars, whether Bolls B^»yce or Ford. He lives in 
towns and very seldom in Ihe mufassal. For him to come forward 
and say that he represents the people of Bengal, as distinct from 
the |ieople of Calcutta, is something which is absurd and which 
excites hilarity if not contempt. On prinfuple, Sir, I opjmse this 
resolution. To raise the standard of ifltemecine quarrel under a 
foreign Government by dividing the people of the province into two 
groups, namely, the people of Calcutta and the people of the mufassal, 
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u a game in which he may participate, but 1 do feel, Sir, that so 
long M we have not got Swaraj, so long as we have not got our own 
Mysiem of Government, it is not proper either for my friend or any- 
one else to say that the |Mwiple of Calcutta must pay for their police, 
and that legislation should be iiudeiiaken by Government for the 
same purpose in order that the people of the mufassal might be 
relieved of a part of their burdens. What guarantee have we that 
the money when free will be spent for the purposes mentioned by 
Maulvi Abul KasetnP Is he in the Cabinet of the Government? 
Can he give an assurance that the money thus set free will go towards 
the improvement of sanitation, education, and not be used for other 
purposes for which the Government exist? We have our bitter 
experience, and we know very well that whenever money is wanted 
for the so-called nation-building departmenfs, our Ministers say that 
they (*annot get any mcmey from the Finance Department. Thwe- 
fore unless there is u guanintee from Government that every pice thus 
set free will go towards expenditure on nation-building depaHinents, 
we ought not to supfxui this resolution. My friend asks the Govern- 
ment to introduce legislutiim. W’ell, I cannot view that with i)erfect 
um?on(^eni. As a (diitseri of ('alcutta, and as a representative of a 
Calcutta constituency, I must strongly opi^ose this resolution. 

Mr* H* ftUHRAWARDY* Sir, 1 am sorry that twice in the 
course of the same day I should rise to oppose a resolution moved 
by a non-otficial member of this (\)uncil. Although T am not prepai*ed 
to suggest that the object of .Maulvi Ahul Kasem’s resolution is to 
bring about a cleavage l>etween the people of Calcutta and the people 
of the rest of Bengal, nevertheless, by the various winks and nods 
which 1 have seen passing l>etween mufassal members, who seem to 
think that this is a matter for showing to their constituencies that 
they are prejaired to relieve them of the burden of supjMirting the 
police in (''ab’uttu and that this can l>e <’onsidered to l>e a matter 
of practical legislation I think that it has hud that unfortunate 
effect. Now we all know that in (^alvutta we need enormous sums 
of money for improvemejit of the city which we are at present 
unable to undertake be«*nuse the |>eople of Calcutta are already over- 
taxed. We new! money fm* more water, in which Maulvi Abul Kusem 
and the gentlemen fmm the mufassal have been so lavish, be<'ause 
pun* water is not available to them in the mtifassal as in Calcutta. 
W^e need money f«»r our drainage which also Maulvi Abul Kasem 
and the members from the mufassal so fully utilise. We need money 
for education in Calcutta. There are a number of other primary 
objects which alfect the citixens of Calcutta and which I can put 
forward, which cannot be undertaken for want of money. Further, 
I do not agree with Maulvi Abul Kusem that the people of tha 
mufassal have no concern whatsoever with the police in Calcutta* 
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I am not prepared to say that all the gentlemen who (^me from the 
mufassal are criminals, hut if you examine the records of the Police 
Oourts here you will find that to a Ter>* large extent the police in 
Calcutta have to deal with inniiigiantH from the mufassal, who find 
Calcutta a very lucrative place for their avwations. Therefore, Sir, 
it is not at all inequitable that the cmi of the jwdice in Calcutta 
should be met from the Provim-iul revenues. The Tnitfic’ Police 
further sjiend most of their time in and justify their existence l>>* 
saving our simple friends from the mufassal from annihilation. My 
friend has raised the (juestion of the merchants of ('obKitoUah and 
Zakariah Street. Well, it is true that most of tl»e money they jwiy 
to the exchequer goes to the (Vntial Govemment, and the I'eply 
to that argument would he that the Central Government ought to 
contribute to the cost of the police in Calcutta rather than that 
those very persons who contribute so lavishly to the exchequer should 
be further burdened with the cost of the polite hei*e. 1 stihmit, 
there is absolutely no ineiit in the resolution which has Wn moved 
by Maiilvi Abul Kasem. and I hope that after he has heard the 
arguments he will withdraw the resolution and not precipitate ti 
^livision between the mufassal and the Calcutta meml)e«*s. 


Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, it is a matter of sincere 
regret that my friend Maulvi Abul Kasem should think that the 
])eople of (’alcutta ought to [»ay for their police and should have 
brought forward this motion of his. My friend ought to remember 
that whenever there is a riot in (IJalcutta, the indicc do not protect 
the lives of the people of Calcutta alone. Calcutta is the capital 
of the wliole i»n»vince, and in it you find jmople coming and residing 
from all over Bengal. 1 am sure that the hon’ble mover of the 
resolution, belonging to Burdwaii as wrell as my esteeraed friend 
Rai Manmathu Nath Milter Bahadur, who comes of one of the ancient 
families of (’alcutta, df»es equally feel proud of this great city. Sir, 
the peo[)le of ('alcutta are airemly overtaxed, as my friend 
Mr. Suhrawurdy has already explained to this House. There are 
large and imp<jrtant schemes in hand for the expansion of the city -- 
the improvement of its sanitation, drainage and water-supply, the 
building of the new Howrah bridge which are just as necessary for 
the people of the mufassal as for the peojde of Calcutta, bwause a 
large portion of the i»e<iple of the niufassal come to Calcutta in order 
that they might take shelter within its limits from the ravages of 
malaria and kala-aaar. Theee j)eople have to be protected as well. 
Money is needed for various improvements which cannot he under- 
taken because the people are already heavily burdened with taxes; 

living in their own houses often feel that they live in rented 
bouses, because of the 191 per omit, consolidated rates. 
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Sir, this question of raising separate funds for the Calcutta Police 
was gone into very thoroughly, I believe, by the first reformed Council 
and by the Government, through the agency of a Committee con- 
sisting of members of the Government and some members of this 
Council. I do not exactly remember what the result of the delibera- 
tions of that Committee was, but it is rather late in the day now to 
formulate the proposition that Calcutta ought to pay for its own 
police. We do not live in watertight compaitments and when we are 
preac;hing national unity, when we urge that the people of the Punjab 
and Bengal should think that they belong to one and the same nation, 
when we are suggesting in the interests of national solidarity that 
the people of Madras and of Calcutta should not think that they 
really belong to different communities and different parts of the 
country, but should make common cause and try to stand always 
<in one and the same platform, it is rather absurd for my friend, 
Maulvi Abul Easem, to suggest that the Calcutta public should pay 
for its own police. With these words, I oppose this motion. 

MftUlvi A8IMUDDIN AH AM AD spoke in Bengali, the English 
translation of which is as follows : — 

“ Sir, I rise to supiwrt the resolution moved by my friend Maulvi 
Abul Kasem. The resolution is so just and simple in itself that 
from the point of view of justice no objection might be made against 
it. 


1 do not know why my friends Mr. Ibise and Mr. Suhiawardy 
have opposed the rewdution, while none of them travel on foot but 
ride cars. We luufassal members who have n«> cars in Calcutta, are 
put to some inconvenience. 

It is but just that the pn>vincial revenues should he spent only 
for the Presidency police and that all extra expense should be met 
by the locml municipality. 

In the mufo^sal the Viiion Boards have to pay the wages of 
chaukidars who do police work in the villages. Not a pice out of 
the provincial revenues is contributed to the Cnion Boards for this 
purpose. Why then should not the Calcutta Municipality pay for 
the Calcutta police? Were forty to forty-five lakhs of rupees annual- 
ly spent out of the provincial revenues for the Calcutta Police spent 
for the sanitary, educational and agricultural improvements of the 
village people their condition would not have become so miserable. 
Goveminent say that they have no money when we speak of sanitaticm, 
primary rural education and agricultural loan. Had they not spent 
money unjustifiably and unfairly, a good deal of improvement might, 
have been made in the condition of the country. 
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, We kttow that Government will opf>ose this reaolutiou, but I do 
II 0 I understand why my Swarajist friends oppose it. I believe that 
the constituencies of those who are opposiujr this resolution must be 
in Calcutta. That may be the only reason and there is none other 
for opposition to this i^solution. If we all disrefrard justice and truth 
for serving our own purposes, how can we hope to secure the welfare 
of the country? 

I hope that all nuifassal memWrs will give their support to this 
resolution.*’ 


4-15 p.m. 

Babu MANMATHA NATH ROY: Although I have full sympathy 
with many of the arguments which have l)een brought forward by 
Maulvi Abul Kasein 1 cannot support the resolution which he has 
brought forward. As a meinl>er representing a rural constituency, I 
am inclined to regret that whereas peoj)le in the rural areas have to- 
pay for dafadars and (haukidars the police of (^dcutta should be 
maintained out of provincial revenues. But there are the police 
forces in the mufassal towns r»f Bengal which also are maintained 
at juesent out of the provincial revenues; so in case the Calcutta 
Police is intended henceforwnnl to be maintained by the people of 
C 4 ilcutta, on the same ground the police of the mufossal towns should 
be maintained by those towns, and there is no reason why Cah’utla 
should be treated differently from the mufassal towns. Therefore 
I cannot sujipnrt the resolution which has lieen placed before ns. Had 
it been a comprehensive one to the effect that the police in all towns 
should 1 m‘ maintained hy the towns concerned, I might have siipjmrted 
it. 


Mr. SATI8H CHANDRA BEN: 1 am afraid I cannot support 
the resolution of my friend Maulvi Abul Kasera. I am a citizen 
of a mufassal town of Bengal in the same sense as Maulvi Abul 
Kaseiii is; that is, 1 have a residence in a town and stay in ('alcutta 
for my living, but all the same I op]K>se this motion. Maulvi Abul 
Kusem says that the police of Calcutta are maintained chiefly for 
the safety and comfort of the people of Calcutta rather than that of 
those of the mufassal, but he forgets that the citizens of Calcutta 
consist of a floating jiopulation who come to Calcutta in their hundreds 
and thousands every day and leave it in the evening. Since they 
take advantage of the services of the Calcutta police equally with 
the people of Calcutta, how can they say that they should not con- 
tribute to the coat of the police of Calcutta where they come for their 
living? 

Take the case of trade and c<»iisierce: Why would the Calcutta 
police profeet ike goods of mufassal people if tli^ did not contribute 
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to ihair maintenance? Manlri Abul Kaaem says that the revenue 
of Calcutta ih all spent on Calcutta and that Calcutta does not con- 
tribute to the needs of the mufassal, or to the revenue of Bengal. 
But he forgets the moneys realised from stamp duty and court-fee 
stamps. If he compares the amount earned in Calcutta from stamps 
wiih that earned in the mufassal he will be amased to find that more 
than half is contributed by Calcutta. The High Court of Calcutta 
contributeH a large sum of money towards the revenues of Bengal in 
this resiwt. What about the l)etting tax? It contributes a great 
deal of money lo the exchequer of Bengal. He forgets all these and 
that is why T say that his resolution is based on facts which are 
not proveable. 

BalMi SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: I rise only to give a reply 
to my friend Mr. Asimuddiu Ahamad. lie said that he knew that 
Oovernmeiit would opi)OHe the resolution, but he was surprised that 
his friends of the Swaraj party also would follow suit. He argues 
that the people of (yalcutta should suppoH their own police on the 
unalogy of the Union Boards which support their own chaukidars. 
But, Sir, had it been possible for the (Calcutta Corporation to be formed 
into a Union Boai*d and to l>e authorised to raise taxes for the main- 
ieuaiice of its police force just as the Union Boards do, then I should 
have supported this resolution, but as long as this is not possible 
•we cannot support a measure which makes a distinction between 
mufassal and Calcutta i>eople. 

Another point which has l>eeu raised by Mr. Suhrawardy is that 
a large uuml)er of i>eople are run down by motor cars and carriages 
and traffic police are required for its prevention. I think, Sir, that 
the majority of the people who are thus run down belong to the 
mufassal and the Calcutta police may be said to be looking after 
their safety too. It is one (»f the main duties of the Calcutta police 
to protcM*t the passers-bv and pedestrians es^wially, from motor 
accidenta and other mishaps, and I think Maiilvi Abul Kasem and 
Maulvi Asimtlddin Ahamad will agree with me that by the existence 
of the C?alc utta jHilice mufassal i>eople are much more benefited than 
the people of Calcutta, especially those of the mufassal who are 
pedestrians. 

With these words 1 opjwse the resolution. 

[At 4-22 p.m. the Council was adjourned and it reassembled at 
4-37 p.m.) , 

T!|lt 4lr» A« N. H U M BLY l 1 rise to oppose this resolu- 

tion* Jndgiiig Irotn tbo trend of Hie spoeebes of the members wbo 
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haTt |»eoeded me I feel I am merely preaching to the converted hut 
1 eiiQ^d like to make one or two remarks in connection with this very 
important subject, I expected, when I saw that this resolution was 
tabled^ that I should hove to go into matters of ancient history but 
I am glad I have been spared that. But there are two main argu- 
ments in favour of the proposal which I think require to he dealt with. 
The first is that the cost of the police in Calcutta is very heavy in 
comparison with the cost in the rest of Bengal, and this means nct'ord- 
ing to the mover that the mufassal contributes disproportionately for 
the lienefit of Calcutta. The answer, I think, is, as suggested by my 
friend Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, that Bengal must be considered 
as a whole and that it is not possible to ensure that each Im'ality shall 
receive exactly what it contributes in taxation; for example, whilst 
the police charges are undoubtedly greatest in Calcutta they are 
heavier in the neighlMuiring industrial areas than in the rural dis- 
tricts. Calcutta is actually heavily taxed and it matters not at all 
to the taxpayer if part of what he pays or most of what he pays goes 
to the Central rather than to the Provincial Government. Even it 
ralcutta and Bengal could be treated separately Calcutta could not 
reasonably be taxed specially to meet the cost of the Calcutta police 
if the cost of the Bengal police were to be met from provinc ial revenues. 
That meets I think the first argument. 


The second argument is, T think, the strongest argument in favour 
of the proposal to levy a tax on the people who live in towns tow'ards 
the pay of the police, namely, that the inhabitants of the villages pay 
a large sum for watch and ward by chaukidars. This payment is a 
direct additional tax; the citisens of Calcutta pay no direct tax of 
this nature although a numl>er of them are wealthy. The argument 
has liecome still stronger since the introduction of Fnion Boards which 
are em|>owered to levy taxes for the improvement of public health, 
w’ater-supply, sanitation, communications, education, etc., on much 
the same lines as the municipalities, but T think that the argttroent 
will not War any detailed examination. In the first plm'c the argu- 
ment applies equally well to all municipalities. Tn no municipality 
is any cbaukidari tax levied ; why, therefore, should Calcutta be 
singled out for differential treatment? In the second place the 
chaukidars are not the only police in the mufassal and the argument 
l>ased on the cbaukidari tax cannot be used as an argument as to why 
Calcutta should pay the entire coat of ita police force, although it 
may be one of the arguments why Calcutta and other towns should 
contribute towards watch and ward. 


The third point is that watch and ward i» urban areas cannot be 
carried out by part-time servania on aominal pay of the type and 
ability of a witlage ckankidar. a ^ 
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In the fourth place it may be argued that if Government pay for 
the police in municipalities, they should in equity relieve the villages, 
where people are poorer, from the charge for chaukidars. The answer 
to this is that the cost of substituting regular police for chaukidars 
would be absolutely prohibitive and even the cost of pa 3 ring the 
chaukidars from provincial revenues would impose a charge on pro- 
vincial revenues which they could not possibly bear. The chaukidari 
system is not ideal from any point of view, but it has the sanction of 
long established custom and could only W improved by the expendi- 
ture of a far larger sum of money, which could not be met from pro- 
vincial revenues. In any event any proposal of this kind would 
defeat the object of the mover of the resolution which is to save money 
and not to spend money. 

Finally, attempts, as we know, are constantly being made to bring 
the chaukidars completely under the control of the villagers, and if 
a p(dice rate were levied, attempts would similarly be made to bring 
the police under the control of local bodies. Theoretically this might 
l>e desimble, ))ut actually any Government must necessarily be pri- 
marily responsible for the prevention and detection of crime and the 
maintenance of order. There is no do\ibt that they will be held 
responsible by the public for the maintenance of o*-der, and they 
must, therefore, refuse to divest themselves of their p<wer of control 
and they must continue to have control of the police by whom the 
maintenance of law and order is carried out. 


I woiild, however, while opposing the resolution, add that if at a 
later date it appears that there is a general conseiisus of opinion in 
the Council that not only ralcuHa hnt all towns should be taxed to 
pay for watch and ward and for the einploynient of jKdi«‘e for special 
local purposes, such as the regulation of traffic, and thus set money 
free for other provincial necessities — and the first important necessity 
is to balance the budget -trovernment will consider the question and 
will try W work out details. Tt does not apj>enr from the debate this 
evening that there is at present any such general consensus of opinion, 
but Government will examine the questicm if there is such a con- 
sensus of opinion. But at the same time I must say clearly that they 
cannot agree that Calcutta should be dealt with on different lines from 
other towns, and that they will oppose any proposal which will result 
in depriving them of control over the police, which is essential under 
any form of Government. 


|MM ABIH^ KAtiM: Sir, I started by saying that I was ap- 
p|d|Dg« an unsympathetic House but experience has shown that 1 


ealed to a hostile House. But before I ask for a deebioa 
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ot House, I ask year penmssion to say a few wwds in reply, lly 
yoOW frieoil, Mr. Suhrawardy, has reminded me that from the 
nootds irf Uie Calcutta Police at Lai Busnr, to which place fortunately 
he has occasional acicess, it appears that we jicople of the mufosaal 
are all criminals, and that we come to Calcutta to nd> or molest or 
injure the innocent lambs— the peaceful citizens of Caleiitta. I 
admit that we people come to rob the people of Calcutta, hut then 
it is necessary for those iieople to pay for their protection and not 
ask us to pay for it. Secondly, the Hon’blo Memliei-iu-charge has 
concluded by saying that there should l>e no distinction between the 
town and the mutassal, and the Calcutta people should be considered 
os coming under the same category as the i)eople of Ilurdwan, Katwa 
or Bogra. I would respectfully remind him that the iwlice force 
ot Burdwan, Katwa, Uaiuhat or Bogra me entirelv a sepaiiite iMsty 
from the Presidency isdice of Calcutta. The Piesidemy i«dice is 
o separate foitte and it has a separote identity. It is not rnixe,! up 
with the mufassal imlice. The iioliee foroe at Bunlwan, Asansol or 
other mufassal places are part of the Bengal isdice for which the 

whole of Bengal has got to pay. My friend .Mr. Itoy of Howrah 

observed that for the exi.eiises of wau h and ward every city should 
,mv its own cost. It has l«-en said that Wause the charges for the 
Calcutta police are too heavy. 1 want to relieve the provincial revenues 
of the same. 1 say it is not for that. What 1 say is that the citizens 
of Calcutta contribute almost nothing to the provincial revenue 
that on wcount of the magiiificcuce of the city of palaces with 

innumerable edifices they want a very costly police, and 1 submit 

that thev ought to pay for it and not ask the people of the 
to nav for it. Mv friend Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Hoy protested 

against mv remarks about (he merohaiit princes of Burreb^r and 

Sharia Street, saying that in this city the Madras., the Punj^m 
and the people of other pla.es were as k.hkI as the Bei.(mlt»; iha 
Madraais^d the Punjabis are my brothers, but the questum is that 
the provincial revenues coming from the Bengal rural orsM have 
to pay the protection of all our brethcrn, without caste or ci^, who 
COIM to Calcutta: What 1 want is that my Imithers should oontei- 
bute for a portion of the police emit and that is my ar^ment. We 
Sro been t^that we come here and walk about the stmiU of Cidcutta 
and that for our protection the iwlice force is maintained. But it 
dionld be remembered that eveiy time and on every occ^um 
we come here we have to pay a tax of half anna and another hJf 
mum for going back. So, for our coming and going we are tox^ 
Secondly, when w. come to Calcutta we pay for our 
oontribnte to the finances of (;alcatta by our stay here. Mr. Su^^y 
my. that Calcutta wants money for if* ^ 

mS flm need, of Calcutta are innumerable. Certain ly 
like Galeutto would want mmiy amenitiee; it would nezilto#, «■■■»»• 
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ftmpUnas for coiuierTaiicy purpoM. I salmiit, Sir, that in oonsider* 
ing this question, not only thiories but the praetieid effect will hare 
to be considered. Sir, the peofde of India live in rural areas and 
their interests should be, though it is not, the primary concern of 
Government. 


Mr. H« •• tllHRAWARilYt Sir, on a point of personal explana- 
tion. Although I value the manner in which my friend has addressed 
me inasmuch as he has called me his friend, 1 object. Sir, to being 
referred to as young. I hope my friend will not repeat that mistake 
in future. 

The motion of Maulvi Abul Kasem was then put and a division 
taken with the following result: — 


AYES. 


AlMMISa, MSMIvI ASlMMUlill. 

AlwilUMli Hsiilvi KssirtMMin. 

OSsiHiflurl, KMe asiMiMr MaiMvi HsAssr 
ftalmisn. 

Ksstm, MaMvi Abel. 


Rbsii, Mairtvi TMiiuMin. 
assnuin, MSMlvi Aiitiir. 
Aalmias, Maiilvi tlMiiiiMir*. 
asHf, MsiUvi SysS AMttr. 


NOES. 


aisir, Mr. J. a. 
a«tt, asiMi asjsy Rritlma. 

OsttsHt, Mr. A. 

ClisMIiiiri, ttif Nsii'Mt Nawali Isliaaiir 
•siyiS Nanrali Ali, Khan Baliasar. 
Oaslt, Mr. A. 4. 

OrtHmaaiNl, Mr. 4, 0. 
earrattar, Mr. 4. Oamaball* 

Eyta, Mr. 4, H. 
aiiaaa, Mr. M. 0. 

aaata MaiiUk, Mr. tatyansra OlMUMini. 
ONabrltt, Mr. R. N. 

Naaa. Mr, a. r. 

Maaalii, tba HaeWla Naarab Muabarmf, 
Kban iabaSar. 


Karka, Maaivi Absal. 


bMilaStM, 


Haa*bla Mr. A. 

Mr* «• 


MIttar, Aai babaSar Mafuaatba Natb. 
Mittar, tba Naa‘Ma Sir bravaab ObaaSar. 
Mabarly, tba Man'bla Mr. A. N. 
rbillp, Mr. J. Y. 

FbMpat, Mr. N. C. V. 

frantlaa, Mr. W. 0. R. 

Ray. Babv twranara Natb. 

Raaa, Mr. R. F. 

San. Mr. Satiab Cbaatfra. 
tinba, tba Naa*bla Raja BabaSar 
ibap a a S r a Narayan. 

•abrawarSy, Mr. N. S. 

Tata, Ma ja rOaaa ra i Oaefray. 

T b aai a a, Mr. H. W. 

Tbaaipaaa, Mr. W. H. 

Traaara, Mr. W. L. 

WarSaNartb, Mr. W. 0. 


The Ayes being 8 and the Noes 32 the motion was lost. 


6 p.m. 

Mif* A y Mft Mjn an rariakari. 

ar. 4 . aAaraiLt. roRaitriRi i beg to move the roeolntion 
which stsndir in my nsme, vis: ** This Oonneii reotmiinends to the 
Qovoramoni thnt 5,00,000 sprend over two years he allotted to the 
Jaiiya Ayurbiinan Parishad (half in the next budget and the othm* 
in the^sttooieding budget) in the form of a capital grant lor mnoving 
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iy «cl[Ool (Nationftl Meflioal Maiiilttiila to Eiitally mA 

cM^'erting' the whole of the prentiiieft at Manihtalti int4v a Beirgaiw* 
Saipital/’ ^ 

Sir, I am going in discloae to this Omneil a tide of miiM^ry and 
woe — a tale that haa been oft told but 1 hope it will go on being told 
without cessation until the awful devastation aikd toll of death is 
8top])ed. I herewith give you a list that should make the stoutest 
heart quake and should stir the imagination of this (\)uncil to such 
an extent that its meni!)ers will not rest until it is n^medied. Here 
is u deplorable detailed list of causes of death that are taking pbue 
in this Province: — 


10,00,000 from fever. 

5.00. 000 fn>m malaria. 

60.000 fmm kala-asar. 

30.000 die of child-lH»d diseases. 

1,20,000 from cholera. 

1.00. 000 from tulierculosis, 

3.00. 000 babies died within a year of birth. 
r2,00,(KK) die under 16 years of age. 


One of the greatest arguments that can he put forth in support of this 
amendment is the dearth of qualified pi-actitioners. The scarcity of 
registerf'd practitioners is aiqmlling — I to every 12,000 of the lK>pu- 
lation and unfortunately alwiut 75 per cent. |4n<^ themselves under 
tht* tentler mercy of the (|uac<ks. These farts aie not new, they have 
been iiqteat^Ml times and again by (lovemors, high oflioinls, and 
Ministers, but neither sptM^ches, frtmi Ministers, officials or non* 
officials, can remedy this unfortunate }K)sition. Therefore a cure lies 
in the Government taking up and assisting with finance all welUrun 
medical institutions. The Institution under consideration is one that 
commands the symtwthy and official support of the Government. The 
National Infirmary', a hosiiital for the diseased, and destitute, the only 
institution of its kind curing diseases of poverty and neglect, whens 
people who are dying of starvation and neglect get a shelter. Sttr* 
geoii*Geueiul Ccdonel Tate ver>^ aptly observed after inspecting the 
Medical Institute—'* Both institutions (school and hospital) rafleot 
the great initiative and fixity of purpose of the Executive CkMnmlitee 
who have good cause to he proud of what tliey have achieved in the 
short period of five years/' and he hoped this institutaon would reoesv# 
the suppoii it deserves from official and aon-official sources. 

from noiMiffieial sources the authorities of the institalioa have 
been maintaining the echoed and two hospitab situated at a distance 
of about 6 Bules from each o4^. Their capital asset amoants to 
about Be. 7 lakbs and alter iqmffing annually nbovl a lahii lor tte 
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tchool and hoapitaU Ita^e a doamg balance of about a lakk and 
a half. All this they have achieved up to date without any help 
from the Govemment. As regards the school affiliated to the State 
Medical Familty it stands well in com{>etition with the oid standing 
institutions. The Chittaranjan Surgical Annexe constructed on the 
most modem continental and British plans and equipped with most 
up-to-date appliances, has created a most favourable impression on 
the minds of the visitors, officials and non-officials. While 1 plead 
for it I especially plead for the National Infirmary, of which 1 have 
the honour to be President. It has only been in existence for a shoii 
period, but daring that period it has done most useful work. It is 
an institution that has done much in curing diseases due to poverty 
and neglect. It would be remembered that the Govemment have been 
pressing upon the Calcutta Corporation since 1918, the necessity of 
founding a Beggar Infirmary. No practical measure has been taken 
except the appointment of a Mendicancy Committee which recommended 
that the Corporation and the Government should bear equal propor- 
tion in the cost of maintaining an instiiiition for beggars. Instead 
of finding a solution the time has been waste<l in the argruments between 
these [jarties, each trj’ing to jdace the respmsibility upon the other. 
The Corporation recognising that something had to be done to free 
the city of its numerous lieggars, assisted with a very small grant 
to help forward the good work that was l)eing done by the National 
Medical Institution and that institution has res{H>nded to the Corpo- 
ration’s call and is doing good work in this direction. The Govern- 
ment has Wii decidedly lacking in symiJiithy or interest. It is a 
disgrace to any Government that penults its citisanis to die in the 
siret^i like animals without a shelter or helping hand. The ambulance 
picks up at an average of 150 cases per month, these cases are fre- 
quently taken from hospital to hospital without getting admission 
and then unfortunately they are left in the street to die. This is a 
blot on the name of the Government of any civilised nation. 1 appeal 
to the Govemment to make a start now and wipe out this disgraceful 
OOQaditkm. The Ceylon Government has estaldished long ago a House 
of Betentitw ilMi a House for Vagrants, also in Bombay, and 1 hope 
that the aaine will soon be said of the Bengal Govemment. 

We want this Government to kelp us to remove the junior portion 
ol ike sokod now located at Maniktala to Entally and convert ike 
wkole of the premises at Maniktala into a beggars’ kospital, a kome 
for diseased and destitutes. Tke plan kas been submitted by Hie 
Pariskad wiUi detailed estimates, etc., for a caintal grant only lor 
tl|e present of Rs. 6 iakks, as tke Govemment was not prepared to 
consider tke^ questum of a remurring grant. Tke Government, kesr- 
ever, assured <s«id kaving appreciated tke public spirit tke pro* 
motors of tke institalioa and generoeity ol tkose wko kad eontiv 
kited iotmids tke eost of tbe kospital) tkni if tke Pariskad ooeld 
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dlibfy ikm tkat tka uminteiisnee ckarg« am \m aial fran icninMi 
lilmr tkaa OoverniiiMit* ike iiitier wcmid fairounikly oontider 

o^makinir a ca)iitiil grant. Tke aatkoriliaa kava aaUatdi 
Oorarnment tkai tkair income ia quite adequate to maintain tke 
ackoid and ike koH)ntal. In afiite of all ihia tl^ (foveriiinent, 1 am 
•onry to say, did not f<ee their way to provide for a ca|iitii] grant in 
their budget for 1027-2H and 192H-3. The Government have made 
c^apital grant to other non>official inAlitutiona which I do not grudge, 
but I do not know of a more deaerving iuatitatioii to help de^^elop 
than the one at prefient under diacua«tton. 


It is a terrible pif'ture I have given you, arc you to jicnnit it to 
continue? If so, we deserve the st4>m] of wrath tluit will bo awakened 
in other civilised countries m*oil upon our heads, when we allow 
homeless women, childi'en and men to die in our streets like cattle, 
tlriven from pillar to post, until ruined, broken-hearted, aching in body 
and mind, they lie down in the pavement and die. lict us remember 
that all selfish action is jietty and ignoble, and w^rvic'e for others the 
only lasting good. lict us forget to-day the dreary waste of material- 
ism and only think of suffering humanity. Your citisens are crying 
for heli> and pity as they die in their hundreds. It is useless for tke 
Government to plead lack of funds, funds must got. I^ve over 
some of the coimniimentH that may have Wn made ns regards stmt- 
ing and maintaining new institutions. This cause is urgent and 
should not he delayed long<*r. These ])e<qde are dying with out- 
stretched hands to you, pleading for help in the name (d humanitv. 
Poor {letqde! Help them, I jdead for your help for them. 


Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDYs 1 beg to support the resolution which 
is of paramount importance and the practical acceptance of which will 
remove one of the most imperative needs of Bengal, of the citisens of 
Calcutta and the mufassal people alike. Ixit me first tell you what 
is this institute for which a grant is asked. Its name is the Tatiya 
Ayurbijnan Parishnd — which translated signifies the National 
Medical Institute. In a sense it typifies us excellently. Under 
an imposing Indian name, also national and khaddar clad, it 
serves to disseminate and popularise tke western science of medicine 
and surgery. Not for it the untouchable Kaviraji and Unani systems 
of medicines — ^tbey are not sufficiently national for our modem views. 
I should hence have thought that our Government ought not to have 
had the least hesitation in supporting such an institution — a national 
agency which yearly turns out hundreds of students steeped in western 
lore to whom any but the system oi Alli^tkic medicine is an un- 
scientific fraud-^mi evil that should ke stamped out by taws end 
proeecutknu. Be tkat ae it may^ in its own kind it is a wonderful 
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iaititttiioa «id ^ferret anr motl oordial •uppoii. A omnber ol self, 
sacrificing doctors liav# giyen of their best for the welfare of this 
institution. It eondnets a school in Kaniktala for 400 indents. It 
is affiliated to the State Faculty. Its students stand first in the 
examinations although we haye heard rumours of attempts to change 
examiners which 1 sincerely hope are unfonnded, so that Uie students 
ol a national institution, taught by indigenous doctors, giving free 
servic^e, may not stand higher than the pupils of paid teachers. 
Affiliation to a higher standard has not been allowed as the hospital 
accommodation where the students may first learn the various steps 
in the art of curing or killing is not sufficient. The Calcutta Corpora- 
tion has .leased to this institution a piece or parcel of land with all its 
tenements, messuages and hereditaments complete and within one of its 
hereditaments is housed a hospital which has accommo<lation for about 
100 beds. This hospital fulfils a most urgent need of the locality 
which is mostly occupied by poor Muhammadans and it is called the 
Chittaranjan Hospital after our great leader of revered memo^\^ 
There is a separate chidera ward and a ward for venereal diseases, 
and the hospital has earned the unstinted encomiums of Surgeon- 
(lenerals, Colonels and others of the medical hierarchy. The Pari- 
shad now possesses a Iwautiful hospital, fitted with up-t(V(late appli- 
ances, obtained cheaply, through non-official agencies and can ac- 
commodate ir>() IhkIs. If some other accommodation is found for the 
school, there will l>e flOO beds between Maniktala and Entally and the 
school will be able to teach to the higher standard of M. B. — a fitting 
monument to the untiring zeal and energy and organising ability and 
sacrifice of T)r. Kuniud Sankar Ray, a member of this Council, who 
has retrieved his Swarajist proclivities by solid work. 

Now it is necessary that the school should be housed near the 
hcaipital, so that the students may be able to attend it and take 
advantage of it. There is ample ground near the vicinity which can 
be afHjuired cheaply liefore the price of land goes up owing to the 
operations of the (Calcutta Improvement Trust. Further, this will 
relenae ibf ac<H)Tnmodaiion in Maniktala, which will be converted into 
a beggars’ %ii|iital, whose urgent need has been recognised more than 
once by the Government, but which Government has not been able to 
take in hand owing to lack of funds. Where will Government get 
such an opportunity P — an army of trained workers, giving their 
services free, undergoing all the hardships cheerfully and voluntarily 
in the cause of humanity. The Mendicancy Committee of 1918 has 
recommended a hospital, but its resolution has been shelved. The 
Bombay and Ceylon Governmimts have established infirmaries for 
beggars and ^ workhouses hefore paesang the Fagoancy Act. The 
Mendicancy CoaMpitlee suggested that Govemmonf should bear half 
the qM of the hotpiial and the Cerporation the other hall. The 
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ligrpotmiion haa done iti pi^i by giriiig « reenjrring grtnt o! T3^ 1$,000 
ttt^ addition to a capital grant to start a beggars* bo^tal at Itanib* 
and a small nnciens has been started ior tbe last two years. The 
balanoe of the expenses is met by the Pariihad. 

The new school will teach 600 students; and as matters stand now 
tbe Parishad states that Government will not be called upon to meet 
the recurring charges. I think this apology on the part of tbe Pari- 
ehad is uncalled for, as it deserves much more than we have dared to 
ask in this resolution, but it hopes that these excuses in advance may 
help to mollify the Government attitude. 

The policy of Government has previously been to double the amount 
subscribed by tbe public; — in this case, although tbe public has done 
so much tbe Government has not subscribed a single pice to tbe Pari- 
sbad. The Parishad has an asset now of nearly Rs. 7 lakhs in build- 
ings and equipment and it is prepared to contribute Rs. 60,000 towards 
ibe acquisition of tbe land which is estimated to cost Rs. H lakhs. 
What better opportunity can the Government have of doing good at a 
small cost and of providing hospital accommodation which is meagre P 

Now I am aware that I will be met with this reply — that we are 
prepared to make the grant, that the Parishad is a fine institution 
doing immense good, carried on by a fine set of people, that we ap- 
preciate their good work, but we have no money. The answer is, you 
have — Rs. 6 lakhs on this object will be better spent than Rs, 5 lakhs 
in the closing balance. We are so far gone in bankruptcy that R Is 
no use tr>'ing to stave off tbe evil day by stinting necessities. The 
Government have this year had a windfall in the death of a great jute 
magnate to which I have referred in an earlier speech; the Meston 
Committee did not anticipate this. Government might spend a por- 
tion of this money sent so providentially on something which might 
eerve to benefit the soul of Sir David Tule. Where we have a deficit 
of Rs. 75 lakhs, 5 lakhs more or less will make little difference >^and 
I can assure you that that money will he well spent and will do ten 
times more work than if the money was entrusted to an official agency. 
I understand that all the departments, including the Finance Depart- 
ment, is intensely sympathetic, but somehow or other this grant has 
by an oversight not been included in the next budget. I hope Gov- 
ernment will include it in an early supplementary budget. A sup- 
plementary budget brought for this cause alone will more than justify 
its utility. 

li-16 p.m. 

flit IlinnMi JWr tHU^iUBIIA HAIMYAII tillNA Brtliiw, 
tf NMlipiliri frieudf Mr, Campbell Forrester, has opened Us 
speech giving, a vivid pictufu of the death roll and has chatfud 
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OoTwnuiMiit lor ikeir dttij Hritk rogard to ik» doatli roll 

whicli if inetoofiag Irom day to day. I am to point oot to him that 
Goremiiiaiit hoTo not negloctod their duties hut are trying theiy 
leTei beet to cope with the situation. At present the number of 
hospitals and medical schools are increasing every year; this shown 
that Government are watching the matter with great interest. 

With regard to the beggar question which has just been pointed 
out by my friends, Mr. Campbell Forrester, Mr. Suhrawardy and others, 
1 am glad to say that 1 have already taken up the question. I called 
an informal meeting in which my friend Mr. (vampbell Forreeter wan 
present and we discussed the question at great length; the matter 
is still under the consideration of Government and I hope in a short 
time we will be able to do something in this direction. 

On behalf of the Government I weh^ome the principle of tho- 
resolution framed by my friend Mr. Campbell Forrester. He is a 
sealous worker for the welfare of the mendicants of Calcutta; and 
1 am sure it will do his heart good to see Government coming forward 
in the way it is proposed in this resolution. I have myself witnessed 
the good work done by the Jatiya Ayurhijnun Parishud, and it is 
worthy of the help it desires. The necessity also for a hospital for 
beggars is becoming more and more apparent day by day ns our open 
streets and other public places will testify. Government are pre^ 
pared to do something in this direction. Though prepared to accept 
the principle of the resolution, Government are liot prepared to accept 
in toto the figures set down in the resolution of Mr. CampWll Forrester. 

With regard to the grant of Bs. 6,00,000 pi*o|>ose<l in the resolti* 
tion of Mr. Campbell Forrester, I am to obser^^e that Government are 
willing, when funds are available, to make a 8i>ecial grfint of 
Bs. 4,00,000 in three instalments on the one <>ondition that a sum of 
Bs. lakhs will be raised from the public, that is to say, from sources 
other than that of the Corporation. 

Finally, I am to say that inasmuch as the principle of the resol utioDi 
is accepted Iv|riist Mr. Campbell Forrester will have the goodness to> 
withdraw his resolution. 

Mr. H. i. tUHRAWARDYs May 1 ask the Hon’ble Minister as 
to what has Gkivernment to do with the benefactions of the Corpora- 
tion? Why should he make it a condition that Bs. 1} lakhs should be 
raised from sources other than the Corporation? 

Hm HMrfMa iU4« RMUPiNMA NARAimN MNHA AMtart 
«l IlMlliplirt TbetWporation has already given a laige sum of money^ 
and 1 think it is not demrable that it slmuld be asked to give more. 
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Mr* 4 > OAMraiLL FORRltTillt I iuid»nt«ad that tha Corpont* 
tiM hat giran Ha. 13,000 for the preaent. Sir, I am quite umd to 
Urn fedia« of tympath; which the GoTernment alwaya expieaeea bat 
I would really like to have aome practical proof of that aympathy. 
Wo are getting very very hard up and we want money for the benefit 
of theee poor unfortunate iieople 1 have mentioned and apecially for 
tli« beggars of this city. 

FUCSIOEIITa Mr. Oninpbell Forrester, ure you exercising 
your right of reply? 

Ufa J« CAMPBELL FORRESTER* Yes, Sir; that is what I under* 
stand the {Kj^ition is. 

If sufficient money can be given to remove the st hoo) immediately • 
it would be a tremendous help, and if the (lo^ernment would see 
way to give us the amount nef essary at once and the remaining balance 
of the Rs. 4 lakhs as refjuired I will withdraw my re«<»lution. 

On the assurance being given by the Hon'ble Minister- - - 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Your withdrawal must l)e unconditional. 

Mr* d* CAMPBELL FORRESTER: Yes, Sir, that is the jirocedure 
but as the Hon’ble Minister has given his assurance that the money 
will be provided I withdraw my resolution unconditionally. 

On the Hon'hle the President asking for leave of the House to have 
the resolution withdrawn, Mr. H. S. Subrawardy objected to its 
being withdrawn. 

The Hon'ble the President then put the question of withdrawal and 
it was negatived by the Council. 

The resolution of Mr. J. Campbell Forrester was then put and 

agreed to. 


A<t|aiirnwitit 

The Council was then adjourned till 2-*30 p.m., on Wednesday/ 
Ibe 20lh February, 1929, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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Asaistsuit Heal til Officers for, 82. 

Water-hyacinth, 274. 

Water-hyacinth, sdierae for the eradi- 
cation of, 24, 25. 

Working of the sttoamer companies, 

198, 194, 196, 816. 

Haqua, Khan Pahadur Mautvi Atlaiil 

Act, Bengal Tenancy (Amendment), 51, 
57. 

Bengal Secretariat, ratioa of the lower 
division posts to the upper divtsioo 
in, 158, 153. 

Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary fidoca* 
tkm, 133. 

Iliniaterial odioers in the mnfaasal 
Oonrta and Revenue offices, pey fd, 
86 . 

PasohimgiMm B. N. H. K. School, 
T^pera, 186. 
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Umi» uid aatoii on iniBtf«r of lK»ki- 
iftgt in Government end Government* 
Minted estntM, 7S. 

Komi Henlth Orgnmaalion Bcbeme^ 
Astrietent Heelth Oilicer* for, 80, 81, 
O. 

Hn^ut. Kill tMdadyi 

Bengnl BecreUrint, principle of promo* 
tion to lover division fielectiou grede 
in, 221, 225. 

Bengal Secretariat, ratios of upper 
division to lover division postb in, 
192. 

First Information lie|)ort to the Polk'e, 
copy of, 174. 

Ministerial offi<'«rs, seniority of, 38. 

Private Secretary and Military fikHre* 
tary to Governor’s offices, recruit* 
ineut of lover division assistants in, 
276, 277. 

Kecruitment of assistants from typists’ 
rsnk, 1H4, 185. 

I'pper division assistants in certain 
offices, 190. 

Nottifi, tlw HMrnb Mttthnrnif 

Hill, Bengal (Rural) Primary F.duca* 
tion, 133. 

Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Rduca* 
tion, statement as to delay in pre* 
senting Select Committee Report, 40. 

Bill, Indian Universities (Bengal 
Amendment), 1928, 114. 

Dinahav and Sorabji and Maada Com- 
pany, caac lietveen, 237, 238. 

Paschimgaon B. N. H. K. Srhoa4, 
Tippera. 124, 125. 

Regntmtion Department, clerks and 
mabarrirs of, 188. 

PriflUU7 seboois for girla, trained 
teachers for, 142, 149. 

H«yM ta tiM miniatarlal aAoari 

•f tiM B M i g H tMratirtat, 251. 

Hmrm 

Stairoaaea leading to Additional Judge's 
Court, 19. 

MiMnin. KIHM BalMiur MniHH iyti 

VOIaga Haaltb OrganiMtion, 20, 21. 


mmmk rnmm uftHMi 

Bill, Bangal laduatrial DavalupMMii, 
1828, 160. 

Labour, oonditMMia of, 289. 

InduttrlM DijirtMmt 

Industrial intelligence work by, 274. 

tfliand Uti W'Ui mH , piimmr fant 

avtr, 143. 

IntarfMaa 

.SVr ** Detenus or.*' 

irrigatlafi, tyttam af, and Oir WflUMl 

WIiaaakt' viawt, 180. 

JaUlpar and iatpar 

Construction of a luv emlankment on 
the northern lank of the hil route 
Iwtveen, 17. 

JalpaigMri 

Srr ** Diiiajpur, Jalpaigun and Rang- 
pur." 

Janbuar Ward! Ittataa, Manafar af» 

183. . 

** janglfMir iaiiibad** 

Ibscontinuaoce of issue of sate procla* 
mstion notices in, 127. 

iatiya Ayiirtoi|iian Partffiiad, 808. 

Janbina, Dr. W. A. 

Svorn in, 18. 

j«idpMirt*Mlara 

Circular by the fButrint Judge of 
lUngpar regarding sarrioe of naiAem 
on, 58. 

Qgdlaial DraiMl i af Dm PravMai Ohrll 

ianriaa and tawgiMga I gailim liB, 

148. 

Jifta 

S€€ ** Rav jute.” 

KtfM Nadi 

Ste *' Sarmsvati and." 

KaaaM, Mmlvl AbMl 

Bill, Bengal Industrial DevalopaMni, 
1828, 117. 

Chandana and Uppm Cooniar rivers id 
Faridpor, 176. 
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FadlitiM to the MtttMtlnuiD oftceri to 
Mjr their mid-day prayer, IfiO, 151. 

FiiherfOea of Bakarganj and Faridpur, 
alleged petitfion against aamindars 
by, 80. 

Pretideiicy Police, steps for necesfiary 
legtslaiioii for tJbe maintenaiioe of, 

' 2tr7, m, 306. 

Rupnarayan River embankment, breach 
in, near Kolaghet Railway Bridge, 
70. 

System of irrigation and Sir William 
Wilcocks’ views, 180, 181. 

Khan, MmiIvI Tamizuddin 

Bengal Tenancy (Ani»*ndinent) Act, 23. 

Bill, Bengal (Rural) Primary Educa- 
tion, 133. 

Clutndana and Upi)er Ckiomar rivers in 
Faridjmr, 175, 176. 

Oourt-fees (Amendment) Act and 
Indian Stamp (Amendment) Act, 
introduction of a Bill to repeal the 
provisions of, 394. 

Wards Ksiates, rc'cruiiment of officers 
in, 182. 188. 

Water-hyacintlh, scheme for the eradi- 
cation of, 23, 24. 

Kliarafpiir 

»V«f “Calcutta and.” 

Khas paaaaialan 

Suits fur, 27. 

KiwfB iap a r o r , iHnaaa af Hit Maiaety, 

14 . 

Kaliiliat Railway Brldto 

Breach in Btipaita^an River embank- 
ment near, <W. 

Kiflnar River, Lever 

Lock-gates at the mouths of certain 
khaU 4M1 the south Imuk of, 16. 

UReiir eeniltleii, 226. 

Uirdi Mr. R. B. 

Bworn id, 13> 

Imm, Mr, T. 

Sworn in, 13. 


Judicial Branch of tJie Provincial 
Civil Service and, 146. 

Law ellloere ef Oe v er ww ie wt , 73. 

Laglalativa OiRartiiitnt 

Separation of the offices of the Bengal 
Legislative Council and, 242. 

Upper division posts in, 190. 

Lleenea te atgiply taamen, 189 . 

Line-opera ton 

Effect given to resolution carried in 
Council regarding, 266. 

Lord Qaurmnga 

Excavation of the site of birthplace of, 
18. 

Lower divieieti 

Selection grade posts in the Bengal 
Secretariat, 190. 

Marr, the Hon’ble Mr. A. 

Bengal Secure tbriat, house allowance to 
the ministerial officers of, 254. 

Bengal , Secretariat, lower division, 
selection grade posta in, 191. 

Bimgfil Secretariat, principle of promo- 
tiou to lower division selection grade 
in, 225. 

Bengal Secretariat, ratios of the lower 
division posts to the upper division 
in, 151, 152, 163, 154. 

Bengal Secretariat, ratios of upper 
division to lower division posts in, 
192. 

Chittagong and Barisal, timing of 
stbamer service between, 35. 

Oourt-fees (Amendment) Act and 
Indian Stamp (Amendment) Act, 
iutroductiou of a Bill to repeal the 
provisions of, 294. 

BMnaad for granb— 43 — Famine Belief^ 
44. 

Excess fares charged fay oertatn 
steamer companies, rsalisat im s of, 
265. 

Excess granW-46 — Stationery and 
Pnating, 41, 42, 43, 44. 

Inland steam-veaaels, p a n a nge r laiea 
ovor, 144. 

Imbonr, c o ndition s of, 288. 

lihanoa to topply asamsn, 189. 
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liWMiprftton, effect gtvtii to reiotii> 
tion carried in Ooimeil regardinti 
S0O, 961. 

Ministerial o0k«rt, scuioritly of, 39. 
Recruitment of aasUtanU from typists’ 
rank, 1»4, 1B5. 

Report of the BengMl IjegisUtire Oom> 
mittee on Public Accxiunts on Ap|>ro- 
pristion Acrounts for 1996'27, 41. 
Santragachi-Bistopur Chord Project, 
36. 

Bhipping Master, duties of, 189, 

Uppt*r division assittanis in certain 
officefl, 190. 

Working of the steamer cum^winies, 
214. 

Maiumiltr, fini ffalindair daffunntli 

Proslittition in (kcriodiciil fairs, 52. 
Watcr-hyacinth. wdieme for the eradi- 
cation of, 24. 

Madloal (Amendment), Aot, im, Bensal 

Srr “ Act.” 

Membon 

Atteiidanc#* of, 13, .V», 123. 174 , 234. 
272. 

Military Seeretary't elBot 

Cpper diviNKiii itostis in, 190. 

Mill areas 

Set “ Hepitc tanks in.” 

MinltterlaJ and manial aetiMiMimanta, 

30. 

MMateriat alAeert 

Pay of, in the mufaasal Courts sod 
Revenue oflScea, 84. 

Seniority of, 38. 

mi nl flfifa 

Motions of nfMM>tifidimce in, 238. 

MItter, WM tahadMr Mawmattia Nadi 

Sirom in, IS. 

Mittir, tiia Man'Mb Mr Ptmmili Cbunder 

Act, Bengal Tenancy (Ameadinent), 23, 
50, 61, 57, 68. 

AfialUiaa and Torkey rifers ia Balmr- 
gaaj and Pari^por, 126, 125, Vtt. 


Mtnar, tiM N«n«iM Mr PftdM Miww 

— eoncid. 

Baagal L4«palaliv» Oimucil and the 
la»gialative Deparlaient, aepaiathm 
of the uflioes of, 246, 246, 249, 260, 
251. 

Bhowal Haoyasi, 130, ISl, 182. 

Court? of Wards, soalk of pay of «impkiy« 
iH*a under, 184. 

(’ourt of Wards’ employees, leave 
allowenre of, 147. 

District chaukidari clerk, 40. 

Facilities to tht^ Mussalman ofUcers to 
say their mid-day prayer, 160, 161. 
Fiahermen of Bakarganj and Faridpur, 
alleged petition against tamindars 
by, 30. 

Managers, danhasar and Dbaokora 
Wards KHtstea, IMS. 

Moaqnitb curtains for prisoners in 
malariouH districts, 22. 

Rents and sslstnis on transfer of hold- 
ings in (Government and (lovemment- 
maneged estates, 71, 73. 

Wards employees and their transfer, - 
14M. 

Wards Kstates, esiabtishmeittf charges 
of, mi. 

Wards Kstates, recruitment of ollU'ers 
in, 1M2. IMS. 

Wards Estates, system of recruttment 
of employees of, 186. 

Mfberiy, tho Htti’Mo Mr. A. N. 

Barisal Kxbibitfon, allegation against 
certain police uIBcers, 272. 

Bengal Medioil (Amendment) Act, 
1928, roles to give effect to the pro* 
visions of, 146. 

Bill, Bengal VilUge Belf-Qovenuneni 
(Amendment), 1928, as passed on 
the 6th August, 1928, smendtnenlhi 
to, 98. 

Bill, Calcutta Suburban Police (Ammid* 
ment), 1929, 40. 

Calcutta and Kharagpur riots, 76, 78. 
Civil Commission (or local invesiiga^ 
tkms, 138. 

Dafadars and chaukidsrs, salaries atid 
equipmentl of, 145. 

Dafad^ and chaukidars, reqoisilhiB 
for work outside unions, 136, 122, 

187, 138. 

DMeaus and cost of tlieir maiiitettwmil 

59, ao. 
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•MtartlTi tl» MWIlto Ut. A. H.—eo»M. 

IMt«Dttt w interneet, 57. 

0iet 1 II 01 W 7 of witJiwMMSi in ciril cotes, 
mutxpended, 141. 

Ex-cl4t«nu Noreeh C^ndrm Ohoudhuri’s 
deoth, 83, 84. 

First; Informotioii Kepuri to the Police, 
tiopy of, 174, 176. 

Hownih, HUiroose leoding to Additional 
Judge’s Court, 20. 

“ Jangipur Sambad," discontinuance <rf 
issue of sale proclamation notices in, 
127, 128. 

Judicial Branch of the Provincial (^vil 
Bervioe and t^anguage Examination, 
147. 

I<aiv otfioers of Government, 73. 

I.ord Oouranga, excavation of tlie siA* 
of birthplace of, 19. 

Ministerial and menial estahlishments, 
31. 

Ministerial offict^rs in the mufassal 
Courts and Revenue offices, poy of, 
85. 

Notices on judgment-debtors, circular 
by the District Judge of lUngpur 
regarding aervioe of, 64. 

Police officers, procedure for nxMirding 
statenienta by investigating, 65, 66. 
Presidency Police, steps for necessary 
legislaiioii for the maintenance of, 
304. 

PrivaW SecreUry and Military Secre- 
tary to Governor’s offices, recruit- 
ment of lower division assistants in, 
277. 

Prostitution in |H»riodical fairs, 63. 
Rangpur, prostitution in jariodical 
fairs and melas in, 52. 

Sandwip, Sub-Deputy Magistrate of, 
S5, 160. 

Seorethriat O^MRiiente, Secretaries 
of. 36, 

Bituon Commission, names of iiersons 
giving evidence before, 36. 

Statie Medical Faculty of Bengal, 
constitution of the governing body 
of, 981, 989, 987, 988. 

Suita for kliaa powwasion, 97. 98, 99. 
Bunderbans aliooting iocideot, 61. 
Witneas aheda in Civil Oonrta, 139, 
140, 141. ^ 

MmnHt mntum Hr i wMit i t w to iMSf 


Mgtiifit tf m IMnliUw, 

938. 

MiiMriM, irtlirt TMtomtli 

Bill, Bengal Village Self-Oovemment 
(Amendment), 1928, as passed on the 
6th August, 1998, amendments tb, 
96. 

Dafadars and chaukidars, requisition 
for work outside uniona, 134, 136, 
137. 

Dafadars and chaukidars, salaries and 
equipment of, 144, 145. 

District ehaukidari clerk, 40. 

Mosquito curtains for prisoners in 
malarious districts, 21. 
Santragachi-Histoopur Chord Project, 
36. 

Saraswati and Kana Nadi, re-excava- 
tion of, 40. 

Septic tanks in mill areas, chemical 
purification of water of, 1,34. 
Serampore, Civil Surgeoncy at, 178, 
179. 

Muksrli, Mr. 8. C. 

Bill, Bengal Induatrial Development, 
1928, 158, 169. 

MukliMllt Mr. JatmMra Math 

Obituary reference of, 15. 

MuaaalMMm MAosrt 

Facilities Du, for mid-day prayer, 150. 

oath ar aMrasatlafi, 13, 60. 

OMtiiary rafars w aaa , 14. 

Onwani, Mr. E. C. 

Bill. Bengal Industrial Devek>|iiaeot» 
1998, 163. 

Sworn in, 50. 

Fai CI ta M d t w iH , Mr. Raiilit 

Court-fees (Amwidment) Act and 
Indian Stamp (Amendment) Act, 
intkodttctioii of a Bill to repsal tlie 
pffovtaioas ol, 990. 

Dafadars and chauhidars, requiaition 
for srork ontatd# anlona, 136. 

Lofd Gonrmnga, axoavation of the site 
of biiili^aoe of» 18. 


flaiM diatrlfta» 91. 


t, N. N. f. iifc**** 
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Mr. 4. Y. 

Hkcesi fare* charged b; certain 
•teamer compatuea, realiaatina of, 

$ 04 . 

Smorn in, 13. 

Working of the ateainer wmpaiiU^s, 
$11, $14. 

PHHiMt, Mr. N. C. V. 

Sworn in, 13. 

riitliitit Ward 

Proviaion for the eonatruction of, $90. 

Paint ar ardar regarding rafiaaal ta 

anawar guattiona invalvini taa imioh 

lafeaMT and aaat, 27, $9. 

Palioa adkoart 

PriKedurc* for recording aiatementu hy 
inveatigatiiig, 54. 

Prantloa, Mr. W. D. R. 

Sworn in, 13. 

Pratfdanoy Paliaa 

SU'pH fur nwH^awiry legislation for Uie 
‘nainUsHKiire of, 297. 

Praahfant 

AnnouiM'iMnent as to alterntloii in the 
Sitting hours for '* llamaan,” 171. 

Action Ukeii utider SUuding Order, 
,5.5, H.5 

Made an expression of sympathy for 
His .Hajesti)' in his illness, 14. 

Put Udore the Council the Bengal 
Village Helf-fJovernment (Aiuend- 
meiit) Bill, 1928, as passed on tlie 
6th August, 1928, for reconsideration 
tlogether with tlie amendments 
recommended by His Excellency, 85. 

Queatums admitted without notice, 
235. 

Ruling as to criticism of ansuers given, 
60. 

Ruling as to criticism of reply given 
to a question, 39. 

Ruling as to discussion of tlie report 
of Uie Bangal Legialattve Coounittea 
on Public AooounU, 41, 43. 

Ruliiig aa to future treatment of 
queatkwia, answers to which involve 
ooatl and labour, $9. 

Ruting aa to vhsA Fdblie Aeconata 
OWnniittea Eeport la be diaooiaed, 
41, 48. 


Praia warliara 

Effect to be given to reaolutkiiii 
regarding, $56. 

Primary aatiaalt far glrlt 

Trained teacliers fur, 14$. 

Privata gaaratary and MiiiUry iaartlary 

ta Oa«amar*t aMaaa 

HecruiUnent of lower division aiHiist» 
ants in, $76. 

Privata gaaratary*a aglaa 

rpp(*r division assistants in. 190. 

Pravinalal Civil iarvlaa and Ungiitgi 

Ciamlnatian 

Judicial Branch of, 146. 

Pubtio Aaaauntt 

JUqsirtf of the Bengal Is^gislative CVitn* 
niitt(H> on Apprupridtion AisHiuiita for 
1926-27 

Disrussion of, 43. 

Pr«MM*nUition of, 41. 

Piahlia Haaitti OrgMUaatian t aliami 
(RuraOi 79 . 

Publla Warlta Oapartmant 

Transfers and postings of superior 
officers of, and stationing of Mr. T. 
('uerden in Calcutta, $6. 

Qiiaallant admittad wittiaut natiaa, $34. 

Ratunan, Maiilvi I t i a m ayr 

Alaipur ichal, 38. 

Co-o(Niratire Societies, disoontinuanoa 
of the practice of realising audit 
fees from, $67, 270. 

OoKiperative Borieties, Inapectora and 
Auditors of, 177, 

Kacilities to tlie Mussalmao officers to 
say their mid-day prayer, 150. 

Hunderlians sbooUng incident, 61, 

Ralwian, Mr. A. P. 

Bengal SfSTetariat, lower diririon 
selection grade poets in, 190. 

Bengal Sscremriat, ratios of the lower 
diriaion posts to the upper diriaioa 
in, 151, 

gecretariat Rapartfaenta, Bsereiariaa 
of, 86. 
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** KMiiafi ** 

Sitting hours nltsTed for, 174. 

drctihir by District Judge regardiiig 
service of notices on judgment- 
debtors, 53. 

Prostitution in periodical fairs and 
melas in, 62. 

Sff, ** Dinajpur, Jalpaiguri and.” 

Raw Juts, 83. 

Ray, Or. Kuimid Sankar 

Bengal Medical (Amendment) Act, 
ltt28, rules to give effect to tlie pro- 
visions of, 146. 

Mill, Bengal Prevention of Dangeroun 
IHseAses, 1928, 168. 

Dafada rs and chaukidars, re<|uisitioii 
for work outside unions, 137. 

Kxcess fares charged by (*erUiiii 
steamer companies, realisation of, 
263. 

First Information Report to tSie Police, 
copy of, 176. 

Seramiiore, Civil Surgeoncy at, 179. 
State Medical Faculty of Bengal, con- 
stitution of the governing liody of, 
277, 278, 282, 287, 288. 

Transfers and postings of superior ofli- 
(?ers of the Public Works Depari- 
inent and stationing of Mr. T. 
Ouerden in Oalentta, 26. 
Waier-liyacinth, scheme for the ersdi- 
oation of, 26. 

Ray, Srllift Ratfha Qabtoida 

Barisal Exhibition, allegation against 
oerthin polioa 278. 

Bengal Secretariat, lower division 
selection grade posts in, 191. 

Upper division posts in licgislative 
Department, 153. 

Ray Chay a hu ri, Mr. K. G. 

Bill, Bengal Industrial Development, 
1928, 162. 

RegistFaUon l>epartinenV, clerks and 
muharrirs of, 188. 

Ri i rMta i m t af aaMatanta fraai tyiMa* 
rtRk, 1B4. 


Rigittratiaii rrnrartaum 
CSerks and muharrirs of, 188. 

Rigort 

See “ Public Accounts.*’ 

Raaolutiant an mattart af ganiraj pubUa 
ifitaraat, 192. 

Ravaniia aRloaa 

See “ Courts and.” 

Raaa, Mr. Q. F. 

Labour, conditions of, 228. 

Sworn in, 13. 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath 

Act, Bengal Tenancy (Amendment), 67. 
Amta Drainage Scheme, 68. 

Bill, Bengal State Aid to Itidustries, 
H>28, 47. 

Detenus or inlerii«H*s, 57. 

KxecNs grant — 

46 - Stationery and Printing, 42, 43, 
44. 

l^abour, conditions of, 226. 

Presidency Police, steps for necessary 
legislation for the maintenance of, 
3a3. 

SysUuii of irrigation and Sir Williaiu 
Wilcocks’ views, 180. 

Technical education, 181. 

(Jnemploymeiit problem, 178. 
Water-hyacinth, scheme for the eradi- 
cation of, 25. 

Ray, Dr. BhShan Chamlra 

Bill, Bengal Industrial Development, 
1928, 119. 

Bill, Bengal Village BalfoOovernroent 
(Amendment), 1928, as passed on 
the 6th August, 1928. amendments 

tL, 99. 

State Medical Faculty of Bengal, con- 
stitution of the governing body of, 
282, 286, 288. 

Ray, Mr. Blfay PrMMi BtagR 

Prestdeiu'y Police, steps for necessary 
k^islatton for the maintenance of, 
301. 

Ray, Mr. D. N. 

Bystem of irrigation and Sir William 
WikocAs’ views, 180. 
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Bifi, Benfiftl VilUige 8elf<GoTeriiiii«iil 
(Ameadment), 1888^ aa pataed on 
the 6th Atiguai, 1928, amendmeiitN 
to, 97. 

Noiicea on judfpnent-debtora, cirrolar 
bj the Diatricti Judge of Rangpur 
regarding service of, 54. 

Working of the steamer (xiniimnied. 
209. 

Riipfiarayan RIvar tmlMifiliiiiant, brtaoh 
in, naar Katagliat Railway Brldga, 68. 

Rural Haalth Organlaatian Sahania 

Asaistant Health Ofiicera for, 79. 

Safa praalamatian noticaa 

Issue of, in Jangipur Bamhad,'' 127. 

Sandwip 

Sul>-l>eput)v Magistrate of, 34, 149. 

Sintragaahi-BIttaapur Chard Una pra|aat, 

36. 

Sarataratl and Kana Nadi 

Re-4'xcavation of, 40, 

•arkar, Babu Nallniranlan 

Bill, Bengal Industrial Development. 
1926- 

Introduction of, 114. 

Reference tio a Select C>>ramittee 
114, 155. 

Batiiar 

Construction of a lov embankment on 
tbe norihem bank of the bil route 
between Jalilpar and, 17. 


Licenee to supply, 180. 

Baaratariat Oaiiartiaantt, B aar a t arl aa aC, 

36. 

Baaratariat af BaiiBai Baaratariat Oapart- 

manta, B6. 

•an, Mr. Batlah Clm n ira 

Prasidaiicx Potioa, atapa for naoaaaary 
legislation for the maiiitenaiiea aC, 
80B. 


•Ml iriiMt MatiRiri nm 

Bengal Legisiatiwa Oounotl and the 
Legislative Department, saparaNoa 
of the oflices of, 242. 

Bill, Benge] Industrial Develc^iment, 
1928, 164. 

(Iiandana and Upper Ooontar rivers in 
Faridpur, 176. 

(W>p<»riitive Societies, discontinuance 
of the practtce of realising audit fees 
from, 269. 

Detenus and cost of their maintenance, 
59. 

Diet money of witnesses in civil cases, 
unex 3 [>«nded. 141 . 

Kxcess fares charged by certain steamer 
comi>nnies, realiimiion of, 263. 

Bvdiitenn Nart^sh Chandra Ohaudhurt*s 
death, 82. 

Inland steam-vessels, passenger fares 
over. 143, 144. 

Jalilpar and Sailer, construction of a 
low cmlarnkment on the northern 
Imnk of the liil route between, IK. 

“ Jangipur Sambad,*’ discontinuance 
of issue of sale proelamaikm notices 
in, 127. 

Ministerial officers in the tnufasaal 
('oiirtH and Revenue offices, pay of, 
84. 

Mosquito curthins for prisoners in 
malarious districts. 22. 

Primary schools for girls, trained 
teachers for, 142, 143. 

Wat*‘r-byseinth, 273, 274. 

Water-hyacinth, scheme for the eradi- 
cation of, 25. 

Witness sheds in Civil CVmrts, 130, 
140, 141. 

Working of the siaanier companies, 
206, 207. 

Bin Gupta, Mr. 4. M. 

I.diliour, rondittons of, 280, 231. 

VOTIVOTfB|f OT 41119* 

BtpUo tanM In mM artM 
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